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SECTION  in. 


Natural  ckaraQeriftics  of  the  inhabitants. 

JTor  completing  the  pi&ure  of  the  phyfical  ftate 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ruffian  empire,  it  re- 
mains for  us  to  delineate  their  bodily  chara&er. 
The  more  diverfe  the  modifications  to  which,  from 
the  infinite  variety  of  their  natural  and  moral 
relations,  they  muft  be  liable,  the  more  fimple 
will  be  the  plan  we  trace  out  to  ourfelves  in  the 
prefent  fe&ion.  The  bodily  ftate  of  a  people  fe 
dependent  on  a  thoufand  things ;  nature  of  the 
foil,  climate,  weather;  way  of  life,  drefi,  food; 
manners  and  ufages,  even  political  conftitution 
and  religion  have  a  decifive  influence  on  the 
ilrength,  the  durability,  the  health,  in  fljort  the 
vol.  u.  b  whole 
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whole  phyfical  chara&er  of  mankind.  Some  of 
thefe  relations  have  already  been  touched  upon  in 
what  has  gone  before,  others' can  only  be  en- 
larged on  in  the  fequel ;  and,  unlefs  we  intend  to 
fwell  the  prefent  fcftion  to  the  thicknefe  of  a 
volume,  we  muft  confine  ourfelves  to  general 
fke£ches4  for.  which  the  .farther  profecufciop  of 
this  work  will  furnifti  ample  materials  and  co- 
louring. 

The  Russians  area  xnocltrate-fized,  vigorous, 
and  durable  rade  of  men.  The  growth  and  lon- 
gevity of  this  people  arc  very  different  in  different 
diftrifts;  but  in  general  rather  large  than  fmall, 
and  they  are  commonly  well-built.  It  is  very 
rare  to  fee  a  perfon  naturally  deformed;  which 
doubtlefc  is  chiefly  owing  to  their  loofe  garments 
and  the  great  variety  of  bodily  exercifes.  All  the 
fports  anjl  paftin\es  of  the  yojutfc  have  a  tendepcy 
to  expand  the  body  and  give  flexibility  to  the 
miifcles. 

Eafy  as  it  is  occasionally  by  companion  to  dit 
criminate  tlie  Ruflfan  by  h}s  .outward  make  from 
other  Europeans,  it  will*  Jiowevejr,  be  found  very 

difficult  to.  point  out.  the  principal  lineaments  of 

*  »         » 

the  national  phyfiogpomy,  as  fpeaking  feature? 
are  in  genera,!  extjemely  rare.  The  following  anay 
be  deemed  common  and  chamfteriftical :  a  fnjaU 
moufb,  thin  lips,  whitte  teeth,  little  eyes,  $  low 
forehead ;  the  nofe  lias  a  great  variety  of  forms ; 
it  is  moil  fieqiiently  fecn  to  be  iinall  and  turned 

upwards. 
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Upwards.  The  beard  is  almoft  always  very  bufhy  ; 
the  colour  of  the  hair  varies  through  all  the 
lliades  from  dark  brown  to  red,  but  it  is  feidom 
quite  black.  The  exprtffion  of  the  countenancfe 
is  gravity  and  good-nature  or  fagacity.  —  Hearing 
and  fight  are  ufually  very  acute ;  but  the  other 
ferries  more  or  left  obtufe  by  manner  of  Hying  and 
climate.  The  gait  and  geftures  of  the  body  hav6 
ft  peculiar  and  often  impaffioned  vivacity,  par- 
taking, even  with  the  mere  nifties,  of  a  certain 
comptaifauce  and  an  engaging  manner. 

The  fame  features,  on  the  whole,  are  conljti- 
cuous  in  the  female  fex,  but  in  general  improved, 
and  here  and  there  aftually  dignified.  A  delicate 
fkin  and  a  ruddy  complexion  are  in  the  vulgat 
iflea  the  firft  requifites  of  beauty ;  in  fitft  fine  rofy 
cheeks  are  perceived  more  commonly  among  the 
ruffian  women  than  in  other  countries,  but  no 
where  is  paint  to  eflential  an  article  of  the  toilet 
as  here,  even  among  the  loweft  claffes  of  the 
people.  As  the  growth  of  the  ruffian  ladies  is 
not  confined  by  any  bandages,  ftays,  or  other 
eompfeffes,  the  proportions  of  the  parts  ufually 
far  exceed  the  line  which  the  general  tafte  of 
Europe  has  prefcribed  for  the  contour  of  a  find 
tfiape.  — The  early  maturity  of  girls,  at  which 
they  generally  arrive  in  the  twelfth  or  thirteenth 
year,  is  only  to  be  accounted  for,  in  fo  cold  a 
climate,  by  the  frequent  ufe  of  hot  baths,  which, 
while  it  accelerates  this  expanfion,  alfo  brings  os 

B  S  an 
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an  early  decay  of  beauty  and  folidity  of  bodily 
frame.  Married  women  feldom  retain  the  frefh 
complexion  and  the  peculiar  charms  of  youth 
beyond  the.  firft  lying-in.  By  their  baths,  their 
paint,  and  the  great  fubmiffion  in  which  they 
live  with  their,  hufbands,  the  moderate  fhare  of 
beauty  with  which  nature  has  endowed  thefe 
daughters  of  the  northern  earth  is  generally  faded 
at  an  age  wheq.  the  hufband  is  juft  entering  on 
his  prime. 

Among  the  collateral  branches  of  the  ruffian 
(lock  but  few  variations  are  difcernible  191  the 
bodily  form.  The  Malo-ruflians  have  lbmewhat 
of  the  Poles  in  their  phyfiognomy;  the  Don- 
kozaks  partake  of  the  tartarian,  and  the  Ural- 
kozaks  of  the  tartarian  and  kalmuck,  which  pro- 
ceeds from  the  commixture,  wherein  thefe  people 
have  long  been  accuftomed  to  live.  With  all  of 
them,  however,  the  main  lineaments  are  ruffian, 
and  fo  impoffible  to  be  miftaken,  that  the  form  of 
the  face  alone  affords  the  ftrongeft  proof  of  their 
parentage. 

The  bodily  frame  of  the  Ruffians  is  excellent 
"Their  happy  organization,  their  cheerful  and 
blithe  temper,  that  hardnefe  which  they  oppofe  to 
every  inconveniencyr  the  natural  fimplicity  of 
their  manner  of  living,  and  their  rude,  but  dry 
and  wholefbme  climate^  procure  to-  the*  great  mafe 
of  the  people  a  degree  of  phyfical  complacency 
of  which  few  other   nations    can  boaft.  —  The 

Ruffians 
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Ruffians  are  endowed  with  a  vitality,  of  which 
an  inftance  has  fcarccly  ever  yet  been  found  in 
any  other  country,  as  we  have  fecn  in  the  fore- 
going fe&ion.  If  the  Englifliman  or  the  Spa- 
niard excels  the  Ruffian  in  bodily  ftrength,  the' 
latter  is  fuperior  to  them  by  far  in  the  endurance, 
or  in  the  patient  fuffering  of  feverer  hardfhips. 
Hunger  and  thirft,  want  of  accommodation  and 
repofe  the  Ruffian  can  bear  longer  than  any  other 
nation  *.  —  In  all  the  lower  claflesY  the  foldiery 
excepted,  a  healthy  old  age  is  very  common ; 
lively  old  men  of  a  hundred  years  are  in  all  parts 

i 
% 

*  Of  the  almoft  incredible  endurance  of  the  Ruffians  fucH 
proofs  are  feen  in  the  long  and  toilfome  marches  of  the  army, 
the  fevere  corporal  puniihinenta  they  undergo,  &c.  as  Jill* 
foreigners  with  amazement.  How  often  is  the  ruffian  foldier 
Obliged  to  crofs  wafte  and  waterlefs  ileppes,  or  to  pafs  the. 
whole  winter  in  little  earth  cells,  without  firing  and  without 
any  other  provifion  than  his  dry  bifcuit !  How  often  do  we  fee 
male&dors,  after  a  puniihment,  the  very  fight  of  which  makes' 
one  ihuddcr  at  every  nerve,  walk  their  way  back  to  prifon,  - 
without  fupport  and  without  any  vifible  alteration  in  their 
gait ! — With  all  this,  however,  it  is  extremely  remarkable  that 
the  Ruffian,  notwithstanding  this  extraordinary  paffive  power,  if 
I  may  fo  erfprefs  myfelf,  does  not  poflefs  an  unufual  degree  of 
bodily  ftrength.  To  put  a  burden  in  motion,  or  to  convey  it 
from  its  place  by  people,  always  in  Ruffia  far  more  men  are  ufed 
than  in  other  countries ;  and  that  this  is  not  done  merely  to  (pare 
them,  we  may  convince  ourfelvcs  by  every  day's  experience  at 
the  wharfs  by  the  exchange,  where  an  englifli  failor  will  forae- 
times  lift  and  carry  things  which  the  utmoft  exertions  of  three 
Ruffians  would  feem  fcarcely  to  move. 

B  3  0/ 


6  CHARACTERISTICS   Q£ 

of  Rufiia  no  ungual  appearance,  but  probably 
the  number  of  them  would  be  far  greater  if  the 
propenfity  to  dram-drinking  were  not  the  occafion 
of  fo  great  a  mortality  in  the  middle  periods  of 
life. 

There  are  but  few  peculiar  difeafes  prevalent 
among  the  Ruffians,  and  againft  moft  of  then* 
they  know  how  to  guard  themfelves  by  fimple  diet 
and  domeftic  remedies.  The  women  every  whera 
bring  forth  with  great  facility,  and  ufually  in  the 
bath-rooms ;  the  nurpbej  of  ftill-born  children  ia 
therefore,  in  comparifon  with  other  countries* 
extrttaely  fmall.  The  fmall-pox  and  meafles  carry 
off  n6t  nearly  fo  many  children  as  in  the  greater 
part  of  th«  reft  of  Europe;  but  04  the  other  hand 
the  effc&s  of  venereal  difordeis  are  more  dan* 
gerous  and  infe&ious,  the  virulence  of  it  being 
unhappily  increased  by  the  cold.  — *  In  Siberia, 
fometimea  in  fummer,  a  difeafe  called  by  tha 
Germans  the  luftfeuche  or  air  ficknefe  appears  •, 
an  epidemical  difeafe  attacking  both  man  and 
beaft.  It  ihews  itfelf  by  a  bile  on  fome  part  of 
the  body,  and,  if  no  fpeedy  affiftance  can  be  had, 
is  mortal*  though  not  infectious ;  but  they  have 
now  found  out  an  eafy  and  fafe  method  of  cure, 
—  About  the  upper  Lena  croups  or  goitres  are 
common  enough ;  young  people,  however,  get 
quit  of  them  on  coming  to  parts  where  they 

*  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  ii.  p.  30S.  473.  484* 

have 
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have  better  water.  —  In  the  neighbourhood  of  thd 
Cafpian  there  is  a  horrible,  tedious,  and  deadly 
leprafr,  which  happily,  however,  becomes  left 
and  lefc  frequent  in  its  attacks,  and  is  generally 
called,  from  its  former  country,  the  kriinean  d& 
eafe* 

Aloft  of  the  houfehold  remedies  of  the  com- 
mon Ruffians  are  truly  heroic.  A  mixture  of 
leeks,  garlic,  fpanifh-pepper,  and  brandy,  feems 
with  them  to  be  the  grand  panacea,  and  is  applied 
without  regard  and  diftinftion  in  ail  difeafes  of 
whatever  kind  and  how  oppofite  foever ;  fo  alfo 
aconite,  hellebore,  and  the  like,  are  in  high  repu- 
tation for  their  medicinal  virtues.  In  pains  and 
aches  of  the  bones  or  limbs,  and  in  colicky  com* 
plaints,  they  burn  moxa  of  artemifia,  &a  on 
the  bare  flan.  —  In  general  the  common  Ruffians 
ufe  but  few  medicines ;  fupplying  their  place  in 
all  cafes  by  the  sweating  bath,  a  pra&ice  fo 
univerfal  among  them,  and  which  has  fo  decided 
an  influence  on  the  whole  phyfical  ftate  of  the 
people,  that  we  mull  abfolutely  dwell  a  little 
longer  upon  itf. 

The  ufe  of  the  bath,  that  venerable  relift  of 
the  manners  of  the  antient  world,  is  now  almoft 
entirely  confined  to  the  oriental  nations,  where 

*  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  i.  p.  302. 

+  See  the  excellent  trait  of  profcflbr  Schlatter  on  the  birth* 
Jefihefs  of  the  fmall-pox  in  Raffia, 

B  4  it 


8  CHARACTERISTICS  OF 

it  minifters  both  to  health  and  to  luxury,  and  is 
perpetuated  by  religion.  In  Europe  it  has  been 
gradually  declining  for  feveral  centuries,  though 
it  was  here  alfo  in  fome  fort  interwoven  with  reli- 
gion*; Ruffia  and  Hungary  are  at  prefent  the 
only  countries  in  this  quarter  of  the  world,  where 
it  is  dill  the  cuftom  to  bathe  after  the  manner  of 
the  antients.  In  Ruffia  particularly  the  bath 
makes  fo  much  a  part  of  the  fyftem  of  living, 
that  it  is  ufed  by  people  of  every  age  and  in  all 
tircumftances,  by  infants,  by  women  at  their 
ty™g-in,  in  almoft  all  fickneffes,  before  and  after 
a  journey,  after  hard  work,  &c.  The  bath  is  a 
peceffary  of  life  fo  indifpenfable  to  the  common 
people,  that  they  frequent  it  as  often  as  poffible, 
well  or  ill,  and  without  any  particular  occafion, 
once  a  week  at  leaft.  Perfons  of  the  middle  fta- 
tion,  in  good  circumftances,  and  the  great, 
ufiially  conftrud  vapour-baths  after  the  ruffian 
fafhipn  in  their  own  houfes;  though  in  thefe 
claffes  the  pra&ice  is  becoming  more  confined  as 
foreign  manners  gain  ground  among  them. 

The  baths  have  been  common  throughout 
Ruffia  from  time  immemorial ;  they  are  defcribed 
by  Neftor  fo  long  ago  as  the  eleventh  century 
precifely  as  they  are  conftituted  at  prefent  — 
Among  the  antients  the  baths  were  public  build- 

*  The  holy-water  in  the  roman-catholic  church  is  a  flight 

remnant  of  it. 

». 
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mgs,  under  the  immediate  cognizance  of  the  go- 
vernment. .  Their  invention  was  owing  to  clean- 
Jinefe  and  convenience ;  but  in  the  fequel  all  the 
graces  of  architefture  were  lavifhed  upon  them, 
and  at  letogth  luxury  and  voluptuoufnefe  fo  dis- 
torted them  from  their  primitive  purpofes,  that 
they  were  ofFenfive  and  fhocking  even  to  the  mo- 
ralifts  of  antiquity.  '  Alexander  was  aftoniihed  at' 
the  magnificence  of  the  baths  in  Perfia :  at  Rome, 
under  the  emperors,  there  were  once  eight  hun- 
dred and  feventy  of  thefe  edifices,  that  in  point 
of  magnificence  and  tafte  might  pals  for  mafter- 
pieces  of  art ;  and  which  were  doomed  in  after- 
times  to  be  demoliflied  by  the  Goths,  or  converted 
into  churches  by  bifhops.  —  In  our  days  Hungary 
is  the  only  country  that  can  ftill  lliew  baths  equal 
in  magnificence  to  thofe  of  the  antient  Romans. 
In  Ruflia,  on  the  contrary,  they  are  always  of  that 
fimple  conftruftion  which  befpeaks  their  primitive 
and  moil  effential  detonation. 

Here  the  public  baths  *  ufually  confift  of  mean 
wooden  houfes,  fituate,  whenever  it  is  poffible,  by 
the  fide  of  a  running  ftream.     In  the  bath-room 

*  Thty  are  called  public  becaufe  they  are  under  the  care  of 
the  police,  and  are  let  out  to  common  people  on  the  crown's 
account ;  farther  than  this  the  government  takes  no  concern 
either  aboat  their  ere&ion  or  their  management.  Out  in  the 
country  they  are  entirely  free.— The  produce  from  the  contract 
is  trifling.  At  leaft,  in  the  year  1723,  in  the  whole  empire  it 
amounted  to  no  more  than  37,957  rubles. 
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is  a  large  vaulted  oven,  which  when  heated  makes 
the  paving-ftoues  lying  upon  it  red-hot ;  and  ad- 
joining to  the  oven  is  a  kettle  fixed  in  tnafonry, 
for  the  purpofe  of  holding  boiling  water.  Round 
about  the  walls  are  three  or  four  rows  of  benches 
one  above  another  like  the  feajs  of  a  fcaffold. 
The  room  has  little  light,  but  here  and  there  are 
apertures  for  letting  the  vapour  efcape :  the  cold 
water  that  is  wanted  being  let  in  by  fmail  chan- 
nels. Some  baths  have  an  anti-chamber  for  dref- 
fing  and  undreffing ;  but  in  moft  of  them  this  is 
done  in  the  open  court-yard,  which  on  that  ac- 
count has  a  boarded  fence,  and  is  provided  with 
benches  of  planks. 

By  far  the  majority  of  the  baths  are  conftru&ed 
as  they  are  here  defcribed.  In  the  country,  in 
parts  where  wood  is  fcarce,  they  (bmetimes  confifl 
of  miferable  caverns,  commonly  dug  in  the  earth 
clofe  to  the  bank  of  fome  river.  In  the  houfes  of 
wealthy  individuals,  and  in  the  palaces  of  the 
great,  they  are  formed  upon  the  fame  conftruftion, 
but  infinitely  more  elegant  and  convenient 

The  heat  in  the  bath-room  is  ufually  from  thirty- 
two  to  forty  degrees  of  Reaumur,  and  that  greatly 
increafed  by  the  throwing  of  water  every  five  mi- 
nutes on  the  glowing  hot  ftones  in  the  chamber 
of  the  oven.  By  this  means  the  heat  often  rifes, 
efpecially  on  the  uppermoft  bench,  to  forty-four, 
degrees  of  that  thermometer. — The  bathers  lie, 
ftark  naked,  on  one  of  the  benches,  where  they 

perfpire 
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perfpire  more  or  Ids  in  proportion  to  the  heat  of 
the  humid  atmofphere  in  which  they  are  enve- 
loped In  order  the  better  to  promote  perfpira* 
tion  and  completely  to  open  the  pores,  they  are 
firft  rubbed/  and  then  gently  flagellated  with  leafy 
bunches  of  birch.  After  remaining  awhile,  they 
come  down  from  the  fweating-bench,  and  wafh 
their  body  with  warm  or  cold  water,  and  at  laft 
plunge  over  head  in  a  large  tub  of  water.  Many 
people  throw  themfelvea  immediately  from  the 
bath-room  into  the  adjoining  river,  as  the  youths 
of  ancient  Rome  ufed  to  leap  into  a  pond  after  the 
violent  exercrfe  of  wreftlmg,  or  roll  themfeltes  in 
the  fnow  in  a  froft  of  ten  or  more  degrees. 

The  ruffian  baths,  therefore,  are  sweating* 
baths  ;  not  the  roman  tepidatia  and  caldaria  of 
a  moderate  warmth,  but  very  violent  fweatiflg- 
baths,  which  to  a  perfon  unhabituated  to  the  prac- 
tice bring  on  a  real,  though  a  gentle  and  almoft 
voluptuous  fvvoon.  They  are  vapour-baths,  not 
water  nos  yet  dry  fweating-baths ;  herein  they 
differ  from  all  the  baths  of  antiquity  as  well  as 
from  thofe  of  the  modern  orientals ;  and  this  is 
alfo  their  eflential  excellence,  that  they  are  bene- 
ficial in  ftich  a  variety  of  cafes  where  hot-water 
baths  would  be  ufelefe  or  even  pernicious.  They 
are,  farther,  salutary-baths,  as  they  promote 
tleanlinefi,  affift  the  perfpiration,  render  the  (kin 
foft  and  fmooth,  &c.  and  not  voluptuous  baths  as 
among  the  Greeks  and  Romans.  All  the  inven- 
tions 
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tions  of  effeminacy  and  luxury  are  entirely  ob- 
viated; of  anointing  after  the  ufe  of  the  bath 
(which  in  Rome  was  held  fo  indifpenfable  a  re- 
quifite,  that  even  the  emperors  diftributed  oil 
among  the  people)  the  Ruffian  is  perfe&ly  igno- 
rant. Inftead  of  this  the  fudden  *tranfition  from 
heat  to  a  rigorous  froft  hardens  his  body  to  all  the 
feverities  of  climate,  to  every  viciflitude  of  wea- 
ther ;  a  tranfition  which  feems  unnatural  or  dan- 
gerous to  us,  only  from  the  prejudices  of  a  foft 
and  effeminate  age  *, 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  the  Ruffians  owe 
their  longevity,  their  robuft  ftate  of  health,  their ' 
little  difpofition  to  certain  mortal  difeafes,  and  their 
happy  and  cheerful  temper,  moftly  to  thefe  baths ; 
though  climate,  aliment,  and,  habits  of  living  like- 
wife  contribute  their  ihare.  — The  great  lord  chan- 
cellor Bacon,  and  other  fagacious  obfervers  of 
nature  and  of  mankind,  have  lamented,  and  cer- 
tainly not  without  caufe,  that  this  bathing  hasf 
fallen  into  difufe  among  the  modern  nations  of 
Europe,  and  juftly  wifh  the  practice  back  again  in 

*  The  turkifli  ladies,  who  certainly  need  not  yield  in  point 
of  delicacy  to  thofe  of  Europe,  bear  this  fudden  alteration 
equally  well  with  the  ruffian  populace.  They  continue  bathing,  * 
according  to  the  teftimony  of  lady  Mary  Wortley  Montague, 
at  leafl  four  or  five  hours  together,  and  without  catching  cold, 
though  they  go  immediately  from  the  hot  bath  into  the  cool 
apartment ;— which  was  naturally  very  furpriiing  to  the  englifh 
lady. 

all 
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all  our  towns  and  villages.  In  faft,  when  we  con- 
fider  that  the  old  phyficians  fo  early  introduced 
into  their  practice  this  remedy  of  nature's  own  in- 
vention, and  employed  it  with  fuch  great  fuccefs ; 
when  we  recolleft  that  Rome  for  five  hundred 
years  together  had  no  phyficians  but  only  baths, 
and  that  to  this  day  a  multitude  of  nations  cure 
almoft  ail  their  maladies  merely  by  baths ;  we  can- 
not avoid  regarding  the  difmiflion  of  them  as  the 
epocha  of  a  grand  revolution  which  has  been 
wrought  in  the  phyfical  ftate  of  the  human  race 
in  our  quarter  of  the  world. 

The  natural  perfpiration,  the  moft  important  of 
all  excretions,  mull  naturally  go  on  better 'in  a 
body  conftantly  kept  foft  by  bathing.  A  great 
number  of  impurities  which  privily  lay  in  us  the 
train  to  tedious  and  dangerous  diftempers,  are 
timely  removed  ere  they  poifon  the  blood  and  the 
juices.  All  exanthematic  difeafes  are  abated  by 
bathing,  confequently  then  the  fmall-pox ;  and  if 
this  dreadful  diforder  be  actually  lefs  fatal  in  Ruffia 
than  in  other  countries,  this  phenomenon  need 
not  be  attributed  to  any  cither  caufe  than  the 
vapour-baths  *. 

It  appears,  then,  from  the  concurrent  testimo- 
nies of  hiftory,  language,  and  phyfiognomy,  that 
the  Ruffians  are  of  flavonian  origin,  and  confe- 

*  See  on  this  fubjeft,  in  Schketzer's  above-quoted  war  J£,  the 
diflertation  of  Dr.  Sanchez :  De  etna  variolarum  vaporarii  ope 
spud  Kudos*  &c« 

quently 
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quentjy  are  related  to  the  Pole*,  the  Bohemians, 
the  Slavonians*  and  other  nations  of  the  north. 
At  the  time  of  the  great  emigrations  from  the 
caft,  in  the  fifth  century  of  die  vulgar  sra,  being 
dHhsrbed  in  their  abode  on  the  Danube  by  the 
Bulgarians  and  Valakhians,  they  difpeded  them* 
feUes  various  ways ;  ibrae  marching  to  the  Dniepr, 
where  they  built  Kief,  others  bending  their  courfe 
to  the  Volkhof  that  flows  into  the  Ladoga  lake, 
and  there  laid  the  foundations  of  Novgorod.  The 
latter  colony  fell  under  the  fway  of  the  Varages ; 
by  whom  they  were  named  Ru0ir  and  their  conn* 
try  Ruffia  or  Roflia,  which  appellation  the}7  adopted 
thero&lves.  Both  the  flavonian  colonies  were  cUv 
mocracies;  but  their  regent  Rurik,  in  the  year 
8G2,  made  them  a  monarchy,  which  foon  extended 
its  limits  far  and  wide.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the 
tenth  century,  Vladimir  introduced  the  ceremo* 
nies  of  the  greek  religion,  to  which  he  made  thofe 
of  the  pagan  give  place.  The  fubieqnent  parti- 
tion of  the  empire  among  feveral  princes  was  fa- 
vourable to  the  incurfions  of  the  Tartars ;  and  the 
thirteenth  century  law  Ruffia  in  fubje&ioo  to 
Baaty,  the  khan  of  the  Golden  Horde,  and  his 
defendants,  and  Kief  fubmiffive  to  the  yoke  of 
the  Poles.  In  the  latter  half  of  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury the  grand  duke  Ivan  Vafiillievrtch  the  firft 
very  much  curbed  the  Tartars;  and  about  the 
middle  of  the  fixteentfr  century  Ivan  Vaffillievitch 
fhQ  fecond  overturned  the  tartarian  empire,  and 

made 


U»  ' 


THE   INHA»ITANTS.  15 

made  its  kingdoms  of  Kazan  and  Aftrakhan  tri- 
butary to  his  fceptre.  He  extended  the  bounda- 
ries of  his  dominion  to  the  foot  of  the  caucafean 
mountains.  In  the  year  1578,  the  conqueft  of 
Siberia  was  begun  under  the  aufpices  of  the  grand 
duke  Feodor  Ivanovitch,  by  the  don-kozak  Yer- 
mak  Timofeyef,  which  was  continued  during  the 
following  reigns  in  the  feventeenth  century  to  the 
fhores  of  the  eaftern  ocean  and  the  banks  of  the 
Amoor. 

With  the  commencement  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  I?eter  the  great  began  to  reform  the  po- 
litical and  moral  condition  of  his  empire,  made 
difcoveries  in  the  northern  and  eaftern  oceans,  by 
which  he  enlarged  his  dominion  almoft  to  Japan 
and  the  american  fhores,  and  extended  the  boun- 
daries of  the  empire  towards  Sweden  and  Pcrfia. 
It  was  referved  for  Catharine  the  fecond  to  pro- 
fecute  the  plans  of  Peter ;  to  extend  the  limits  of 
the  empire  towards  Poland;  to  give  efficacy  to 
the  moral  improvement,  the  profperity  and  the 
happifiefe  of  the  people ;  and  by  wholeibme  laws, 
by  the  inftitution  of  feminaries  of  learning,  to 
tranfmit  the  energy  and  the  glory  of  her  reign  to 
future  generations. 

We  have  already  feen  the  prodigious  extent  of 
the  empire.  But  notwithftanding  the  great  dit 
perfion,  and  the  confequent  diverfity  of  countries, 
climates,  and  fituatuons,  tta  people  h^ve  far  more 
refemWanse  in  print  of  pedp*  ant  manners  than 

thofe 
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thofe  of  different  nations  in  fmaller  ftates.  Rufc 
fians  about  Novgorod,  Aftrakhan,  Archangel, 
Tobolfk,  Yakutfk,  are  not  fo  different  as  Germans 
from  the  various  circles  of  that  lefs  extcnfive  em- 
pire. The  uniform,  fimple,  natural  mode  of  life, 
a  mind  exempt  from  care,  and  a  famenefs  of  re- 
ligion, particularly  from  their  influence  on  the 
diet,  feem  to  be  the  principal  caufes  of  this  little 
alteration. 

The  ruflian  language  is  an  improved  dialeft  of 
the  flavonian,  which,  with  its  chara&ers,  is  ftiil  in 
ufe  in  the  offices  of  religion.  The  ruffian  alpha- 
bet has  forty-one  letters,  whereof  fome  are  only 
notes  of  accent  in  pronunciation.  The  language 
is  rich  in  words,  foft,  expreffive,  and  requires 
great  pliancy  in  the  organs  of  utterance.  Semi- 
naries have  been  founded  of  old  in  the  epifcopal 
feats ;  gymnafiums  and  the  univerfities  of  Kief 
and  Mofco  are  foundations  of  great  antiquity. 
There  was,  however,  a  deficiency  in  fchools ;  and 
therefore  the  late  emprefs  was  conftantly  adding 
to  their  number.  Befides  thefe,  here  are  inftitu- 
tions  for  the  education  of  the  military  and  the 
nobility,  and  for  young  ladies  of  quality ;  an  aca- 
demy alfo  of  fciences,  and  another  for  the  ftudy 
of  the  arts,  which  were  entirely  re-erefted  on  a 
magnificent  plan  by  Catharine  II.  to  whofe  muni- 
ficence likfewife  the  nation  is  indebted  for  the  efta- 
blifliment  of  an  academy  for  the  improvement  of 
rural  economy,  and  afociety  for;  the  cultivation 

of 
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of  the  tuffiin  language.  In  all  the  feVeral  infti- 
tutions  fot  the  purpofes  of  education  throughout 
the  empire,  the  pupils  are  found  in  every  necef- 
fary  article,  fuch  as  board,  lodging,  food,  raiment, 
waihing,  &c.  and  are  dependent  on  the  founda- 
tion. Accordingly  the  entrance  into  thefe  fchools 
is  accounted  a  fervice  rendered  to  the  country ; 
and  in  reckoning  the.  years  of  fervice,  in  order  to 
promotion  in  rank,  the  years  of  attendance  at 
fchool  are  always  included. 

The  native  Ruffians  are  of  different  ftatures 
fome  are  very  tall,  but  few  much  below  the  ufual 
height;  feveral  of  them  are  remarkably  flrong 
limbed,  in  general  they  are  lean,  but  well  built 
Thofe  deformities  which  in  other  parts  of  Europe 
are  moftly  owing  to  the  refinements  of  luxury  in- 
troduced into  education,  are  here  but  rarely  feen  : 
their  mouth  and  eyes  are  fmall,  the  lips  thin,  the 
teeth  even  and  beautiful,  the  nofe,  as  every  where, 
various,  in  general  not  large  nor  very  aquiline ; 
the  forehead  frequently  low,  and  their  afpeft  rather 
grave :  the  beard  is  ftrong  and  bufliy,  their  hair 

* 

lank,  brown,  flaxen,  or  red,  feldom  or  never  en- 
tirely black :  in  fight  and  hearing  they  are  un- 
commonly acute :  the  organs  of  feeling,  fmel], 
and  tafte,  are  hardened,  like  all  the  reft  of  their 
body,  by  the  rudenefs  of  their  climate  and  man- 
ner of  life.  They  are  moftly  of  a  fanguine  cho- 
leric temperament,  and  vice  verfa,  with  a  greater 
or  Ids  mixture  of  the  melancholic,  feldom  of  the 
vol-  ii.  c  phleg- 
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f  htegtoatte,  ftill  feldomer  merely  tnelafccholte  o* 
J&htegiha*ic:  in  gait  and  a&ion  they  are  bri<k> 
lively,  and  agile. 

The  comptexioti  of  thfe  females  is  brunette,  with 
•%  fine  (kin ;  many  of  them  extremely  handfome. 
Aa  not  any  reftraint  »  put  upon  their  growth, 
their  breads  and  feet  are  large ;  the  former  far 
more  ftill  than  thofe  of  the  tartar  women.  Girfe 
generally  arrive  early  at  maturity,  numbers  in 
their  twelfth  or  thirteenth  year ;  but  many  of  them 
lbft  aft  fcheir  beauty,  after  being  married  but  a 
couple  of  yearn  The  frequent  ufe  of  the  hot- 
bath  promotes  an  early  developement,  and  as  early 
a  decay;  and  the  hideous  pra&ice  of  painting 
fpoilfr  the  fkin.  As  the  women,  among  the  lower 
ftations  in  general,  are  kept  on  harder  fare,  and 
more  accuftomed  to  work  than  the  girte,  they  are 
alfo  more  negligent  of  their  perfona. 

The  general  difpofition  of  the  people  is  gay, 
carelefs  even  to  levity,  much  addicted  to  fenfua- 
lity,  quick  itl  comprehending  whatever  is  pro-* 
pofed,  and  not  lefs  prompt  in  its  execution ;  in- 
genious in  finding  out  means  of  abridging  their 
work ;  in  all  their  occupations  ready,  alertv  and 
dexterous.  Violent  in  their  paflions,  they  eafily 
miftake  the  golden  mean,  and  not  unfrequently 
rufh  into  the  contrary  extreme.  They  are  atten- 
tive, refolute,  bold,  and  enterprifmg.  To  trade 
and  barter  they  have  an  irrefiftible  impuHe.  They 
are  hofpitable  and  liberal,  frequently  to  their  own 
4  •  impo- 
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irhpoverifhmflBt  Anxious  folircitodes  about  the 
future^  here  caufe  but  few  grey  pates,  in  their 
interoourfe  with  others,  they  are  frietodiy,  jovial, 
«€ftriptaifant,  very  Teady  to  oblige,  foot  envious,  flan- 
derous,  or  cewforious,  and  mtteh  given  to  refero. 
from  their  natural  and  fimple  way  of  life,  their 
war**  are  fie w>  aadthofeeajfflyfalttefied,  leaving  them 
leififre  for  retr&ttionfc  and  repofe ;  and  the  coa- 
f&mt  cheeffuh&ft  of  their  temper  frees  them  froth 
troubtefome  projette,  procures  them  Catisfa&ion  in 
all  fittiafcens,  keeps  thtem  healthy  and  ftrong,  and 
brings  them  to  an  undifquieted,  contented,  bride, 
ftmetimes  a  very  advanced  old  age. 

The  nation  chiefly  cotififts  of  the  nobility  and 
peafantry  ;  but  We  may  alfo  adibk  the  burgefle*, 
a  dafe  which  was  tonftahtly  ibore  and  more  rstffed 
and  encouraged  by  flic  late  fovercign ;  to  which, 
may  be  added  the  kozaks  as  another  order.  This 
nobility  ii  compofed  of  princes  *,  noblemen,  dr 
boyars ;  and,  in  later  times,  of  princes  of  the 
roxnan  empire,  counts,  and  barons.  The  noblris 
may  be  proprietors  of  land  and  people,  and  hold  the 
higheft  offices  in  the  dvH  and  ihilltary  departments. 
The  dvorianini  are  in  a  manner  city-nobles,  though 
hot  properly  to  be  compared  with  the  patricians 
of  the  cities  of  Germany.  Odnodvortei  are  the 
loweft  clafe  of  nobleffe,  fomewhat  fimilar  to  the 
body-guards  m  Poland. 

•  Kaiafi. 

c  2  TJhe 
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The  burgher  ftate,  yeomanry,  or  commonalty, 
•  to  give  it  lbmewhat  of  an  englifh  term,  though 
neither,  of  them  will  properly  exprefs  it,  is  com- 
-pofed  of  the  Poflatfki  and  Rafnotfhintzi,  who  live 
in  towns  and  villages,  governed  by  their  proper 
magistrates,  whether  as  merchants  or  tradefinen. 
.They  are  excluded  from  offices  and  pofts  of  fer- 
vice  or  honour,  furniih  head-money  and  recruit*, 
but  cannot  be  vaffals.     By  the  uncontrolled  free- 
dom of  trade  that  is  enjoyed  in  this  country, 
whereby  any  man  may  now  follow  one  calling  and 
then  another,  and  not  conftantly  adhere  to  either, 
merchants  and  handicraftsmen  oftentimes  live  by 
.'agriculture  alone,  while  boors  fubfift  by  trade  and 
(bufinefs.     It  is  not  ufual  for  the  latter  to  employ 
journeymen  and  apprentices,  but  only  workmen 
♦and  labourers.     However,  this  clafs  is  fo  totally 
dififimilar  from  any  order  of  men  in  our  own  or 
other  countries,  that  a  more   circumftantial  ac- 
count  of  it  is  not  here  to  be  expe&ed,  but  will 
more  properly  find  a  place  in  the  following  book. 

By  an  edi&  of  the  year  1775,  the  merchants 
j)ay  annually  at  the  rate  of  one  per  cent  on  their 

» 

capital  in  lieu  of  the  capitation  tax,  and  are  alfo 
t  allowed  to  pay  money  inftead  of  the  recruits  they 
.are  bound  to  furnifh;   by  which  this  rank  has 

been  greatly  raifed. 

Of  the  peafantry,  fuch  as  belong  to  the  crown 

and  the  monafteries  pay  taxes  according  to  the 

laws  of  the  land,  and  are  liable  to  the  other  duties 
,  •  iinpofcd 
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ioipofed  by  the  fame  authority ;  but  they  may  be 
made  over  to  particulars  as  donatives  from  the. 
crown.     Noble  boors,  as  they  are  called,  are  the 
vaffals  of  their  lord,  on  whofe  arbitrary  difpofal- 

• 

they  entirely  depend,  and  according  to  the  tern- ' 
per  and  difpofition  of  whom,  they  are  either  treated 
with  harfhnefs  or  humanity ;  fuch  as  are  fo  happy  r 
as  to  belong  to  benevolent  and  generous  maftcrsr, 
generally  live  comfortably  enough,  and  fome  of : 
them  frequently  get  rich.     From  all  of  than  fuch 
as  are  fit  to  be  mad6  foldiers  are  taken  by  lot  as 
recruits.     The  peafantry  are  not  bound  to  follow, 
agriculture,  the  breeding  of  cattle,  and  the  other 
employments  of  husbandry,  but  may  ftrike  into, 
trade  and  purfue  it  either  alone  or  in  conjun&iqn; 
with  their  rural  concerns,  a$  they  find  it  moft  be-: 
neficial  or  convenient.  •        T 

The  kozaks  form  a  particular  clafs  originating. 
from  the  peafantry.  They  live,  exempt  from  taxes, 
m  villages,  forts,  and  petty  towns,  on  the  produce, 
of  their  fields  and  paftures  or  the  labour  of  their, 
hands,  furniih  no  recruits,  are  not  given  away  ast 
fcrfs,  and  enjoy  other  privileges.  But  they  all 
ferve  as  light  horfemen,  as  early  and  as  long  asf 
they  are  fit  for  it,  providing  thejnfelves  >yith  harfes,- 
clothes,  and  accoutrements,  and  on4y  receive  pay 
when  they  arc  in  aftual  fervice ;  of  them,  how-? 
$ver,  more  is  faid  in  another  place.. 

The  trades  carried  on  by  the  Ruffians  are  in  ge- 
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nesal  the  feme  as  arc  exercifed  in  the  other ^arta* 
of  Europe. 

The  inland  commerce  fberog  but  fmatt,  as  it  it 
moftly  coodu&ed  by  ihopkeepers  and  monopol- 
isers, and  the  chief  tranfport  of  goods  by  land  is 
in  caravans;  it  is  neverthelefk  of  great  impor- 
tance, by  giving  employment  and  fuftenance  to 
an  innumerable  body  of  people,  by  the  great  vent 
it  procures  for  the  produ&s  of  nature  and  art,  and 
by  keeping  the  fpecie  of  the  country  in  a  con* 
ftant  and  quick  circulation.  The  petty  merchants 
carry  on  their  bufmefc  by  travelling  from  place  to. 
place  about  the  country;  and,  therefore,  on  ftil 
occaiions  make  fpeedy  and  frequent  returns  of 
their  money.  By  their  frugal  manner  of  living, 
and  by  the  hofpitality  of  the  boors  which  every 
where  prevails,  the  confumption  even  on  long 
jOurnies  is  but  fmall ;  and  thus  it  frequently  hap- 
pens that  an  apparently  infignificant,  unproduc- 
tive traffic  maintains  and  often  enriches  a  number 
Of  families.-  Formerly  all  traffic  was  confined  to 
the  annual  fail's.  The  merchants  attended  them 
with  the  commodities  they  had  to  difpofe  of)  and 
bought  with  the  money  they  got  for  them,  or  haj> 
tered  them  againft,  the  produ£}&  of  thofe  parts. 
For  a  long  time  paft,  every  city,  every  town*, 
and  many  great  villages,  has  its  regular  market, 
retaining  at  the  fame  time  its  annual  fairs.     The 
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market-plages  throughout  the  empire  are,  in  then: 
mode  of  conilru^ion,  uniformly  the  fame :  a  qua* 
drangukr  building  of  timber  or  brick,  divided  into? 
tfhops,  witk  a  pi^zaa  before  them  far  the  conve* 
niency  pf  cuftomers  in  all  kind*  $f  weather.  Thi# 
frequently  fpacipus  and  handfotfie  (iru&ure,  which> 
oh  account  of  the  foreigners  th#  fometunes  hire 
{hops  in  them,  are  called  gueft-poujrts  *  and  ia 
regard  to  it*  ijfe,  the  guying  er  bartering-pl*c^ 
and  where  alone,  and  not  in  private  boufes,  arti- 
cles of  trade  may  be  fold,  is  ufijally  Vuilt  by  the 
government  or  the  magiftracy  of  the  {dace,  At 
Irbit  in  Siberia,  at  Ekatarinentwrg,  and  above  a^ 
in  the  monaftery  of  Makarief  on  the  batiks  of  the 
Volga,  hear  Nifliney-Novgorod,  yearly  i^tirst  arc 
held,  which,  for  the  amount  of  the  turns  qnd  re- 
turns, may  vie  with  the  moft  noted  in  Europe. 

The  foreign  commerce,  till  about  the  dofe  of 
the  fifteenth  century,  was  but  trifling,  and  almoft 
wholly  confined  to  Novgorod,  which  belonged  to 
the  hanfeatic  league.  The  Ruffians  were  unac- 
quainted with  their  own  produfts ;  and,  living  as 
f  hey  did,  in  the  genuine  fimplicity  of  the  children 
of  nature,  they  had  little  occafion  for  articles 
from  abroad.  By  imperceptible  degrees  the  pro- 
fluds  of  the  country  were  understood  and  ex- 
plored ;  and  the  introduction  of  a  more  refined 
jnode  of  living  ocedfioned  a  demand  for  foreign 

*  Goftiaoi  dvoc.     . 

- .  c  ^  pommo- 


24  CHARACTERISTICS   OF 

commddities.  Under  Peter  the  great,  manufac- 
tories  got  up ;  the  working  of  mines  and  all  kind* 
of  trade  went  on  in  a  thriving  ftate ;  and  cqm- 
mercial  regulations,  duties,  &c.  gave  commerce 
a  proper  direction,  and  fecured  the  balance  in 
their  favour.  It  is  a  general  pra&icc  with  the 
merchants  of  Ruffia  to  be  paid  half  of  the  price 
beforehand  of  the  inland  commodities  which  they 
buy  up  and  deliver  to  foreigners,  according  to 
contraft,  for  exportation;  but  to  take  foreign 
goods  upon  a  year's  credit  Foreigners  therefore 
only  gain  when  all  goes  right ;  but  the  Ruffians 
always,  let  matters  take  what  courfe  they  wilL 
For  which  reafon  they  willingly  refign  to. foreign- 
ers the  profits  accruing  from  the  tranfport,  and 
have  themfelves  but  few  fhips  at  fea.  The  mod 
confiderable  maritime  commerce,  as  we  have  al- 
ready feen,  is  at  St  Peterfburg  and  Riga,  by  way 
of  the  Baltic;  at  Archangel,  on  the  northern 
ocean,  &c.  at  Taganrok,  on  the  Euxine;  at 
Aftrakhah  on  the  Cafpian,  and  at  Kamtfliatka, 
on  the  Eaftern  ocean.  The  principal  feats  of  the 
foreign  commerce  by  land  are  the  Ukraine,  whence 
the  ruffian  merchants  vifit  the  markets  of  Poland 
and  the  fairs  of  Germany ;  Orenburg,  where  a 
confiderable  trade  is  carried  on  with  feveral  afiatic 
nations  ;  and  Kiachta  in  Daouria,  where  a  great 
mercantile  intercourfe  is  held  with  China*. 

Manufactories   of  wool,    cotton,     lllk,    flax, 
metals,    &c.   paper-mills,   wax  bleacheries,   fait* 

petre 
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petre  and  glafi-houfes,  tapeftry,  and  porcelain 
fabrics,  with  many  other  eftablifhments  of  a  like 
nature,  partly  belonging  to  the  crown,  but 
moftly  to  private  perfons,  and  efpecially  the 
working  of  mines,  employ  an  immenfe  number 
of  people,  as  well  as  artifts  and  tradefmen,  both 
in  town  and.  country.  The  produ6ts  of  thefe 
manufactories  yield  in  no  refpedi  to  the  beft  of 
other  countries;  whjch  however  cannot  always  ' 
be  affirmed  of  the  works  of  the  ruffian  artizans. 

As  the  free  countrymen  pay  a  tax  not  only  for 
their  fields,  but  alfo'  for  their  heads,  they  follow 
husbandry  with  that  licence  I  mentioned  before ; 
and  many  of  them  negleft  it  entirely  in  order  to 
devote  themfelves  to  trade  and  bufinefe.  The 
vaflal-boors  are  employed,  at  the  pleafure  of  their 
lord,  either  in  country  or  city  occupations,  in 
manufactories  and  fabrics,  the  handicraft  trades, 
or  the  mines.  Agriculture,  therefore,  is  not  fo 
generally  the  bufinefs  of  the  peafantry  in  Ruffia 
as  in  other  countries.  However,  on  the  whole  it 
is  carried  on  to  fo  great  an  extent,  as  not  only  to 
furniih  the  nations  of  the  empire  that  eat  bread 
with  that  article,  and  the  prodigious  quantities  of 
corn,  at  a  very  moderate  price,  confumed  by  the 
brandy  diilillerf  es ;  but  alfo  can  export  a  great 
fuperfluity  to  foreign  countries.  Eveiu  from  the 
fifty-fifth  to  the  fixtieth  degree  of  north  latitude 
in  Siberia,  are  large  trafts  of  arable  land,  moftly 
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fertile,  good  crops  of  hay,  and  fpacious  forefe. 
More  to  the  north,  cultivation  is  lefs  to  be  f}e» 
pended  on,  and  the  whole  fyftem  of-  rural  acpt 
Homy  is  very  liable  to  failures, .  and  attended  with 
great  difficulties.  Throughout  Ruffia  every  vil- 
lage has  its  proper  territory,  and  every  eftate  its 
Allotted  inclofures  and  commons #.     In  the  left 

• 

cultivated  plains  of  Siberia,  every  man  takes  as 
much  ground  from  the  open  ftcppes  as  he  can 
manage.  When  fuch  a  portion  of  ground  is  ex- 
haufted,  the  countryman  lets  it  lie  fallow  for  a 
year  or  two,  goes  and  turns  up-  another  piece, 
and  fo  proceeds.  Frequently  thefe  little  flrips  of 
ground  lie  fcattered  at  twenty,  fifty,  and  even 
eighty  verfts  diftance  from  the  village.  The  fute 
of  thefe  fields  is  meafured  eaft wards  |,  each  of 
which  being  fixty  fathom  long  and  forty  wide; 
but  in  fome  parts,  and  all  over  the  Ukraine,  they 
are  eighty  fathom  in  length  and  forty  in  breadth. 
In  Ruffia  and  Siberia  they  cultivate  winter  rye 
and  fummer  rye  J,  winter- wheat  §  only  in  Ruffia 
as  far  as  the  Kama,  fummer- wheat  both  in  Ruffia 
and  Siberia;  barley  J,  fpelt-bariey,  or  bear-barley  i, 
plentifully  in  Ruffia;  oatsO,  in  Ruffia  and  Siberia; 
few  peafe,  ftill  fewer  vetches  and  beans ;  a  great 
dealof  buck- wheat £;  in  Siberia  tartarian  buck-: 

♦  Tiaglo.         f  Defettini.         t  Rofk  §  Mhentos. 
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wheat  f,  millet  ♦   and  the  grain  called  pauicum 
gcrmanicmn,  qnly  in  Ruffia. 

The  manure  depends  much  en  the  quality  of 
the  foil,  climate,  and  greater  or  inferior  popula- 
tion.     In  ^ell  peopled   regions  the  fields  *re 
dunged,  becaufe  the  hufbandman  can  afford  them 
but  little  veSgikt ;  in  fertile  diftri&s,  however,  of 
left  numeroui  habitation*,  the  good  arable  land 
endures  no  dung,  requiring  only  after  every  five 
W  ten  years  ufe,  three,  four,  or  five  years  reft. 
Such  powerfiil  foil  is  found  in  different  parts  of 
the  governments  of  Simbirfk  and  Penza,  and 
about  Ufa  and  Orenburg,  a*  alfo  in  the  fouthem 
fteppes  of  Siberia*  m  the  fteppes  of  the  Ifet,  the 
Uhim,  the  Baxaha,  about  Irkutfk  and  in  fouthern 
Daouria.  The  corn,  after  dunging,  Ihoots  up  into 
high  ftraw,  and  bears  no  folid  ears.    The  inoft 
ungrateful  fi>ils  are  in  Finnland,  Archangel,  an<| 
the  north  of  Ruffia,  aUb  the  north  and  north- 
taftern  parts   of  Siberia,    in    Kamtfhatka,    fee. 
They  rarely  yield  an  increafe  above  threefold,  and 
often  entirely  Jail  by  the  intenfenefs  of  the  froft 
The  common  land  brings  an  increafe  of  from  five 
to  eight  fold,  and  the  frefh  broke  pieces  in  the 
abovei-mentioned  fteppes  for  fame  years  fuccek 
fively  will  give  an  increafe  of  ten  up  to  fifteen 
fold. 
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The  country  people  generally  make  ufe  of  tKe 
little  ruffian  or  livonian  one  horfe  plough*  For 
winter  corn  they  plough  twice,  for  fummer  corn 
only  once,  and  always  quite  flat  On  fome  lands 
the  corn  is  firft  ftrewn,  then  ploughed  in,  and. 
harrowed  finooth  with  an  additional  horfe  by  the 
fide  of  the  other;  by  which  method  one  man, 
with  two  poor  feeble  horfes,  can  rid  a  good  bit  of 
ground.  In  woody  diftri&s  the  boors  make  new 
land  in  the  fwedifh  manner,  by  burning  the 
forefts,  which  if  they  let  alone  only  for  three  or 
four  years  will  all  be  covered  over  again  with, 
young  trees  and  faplings. 

The  corn  is  cut  with  ficklesf,  in  which  em-* 
ployment  the  women  and  children  affift.  They 
bind  it  in  little  fheaves,  fet  it  up  on  the  fields  in 
ihocks,  and  cany  it  home  in  winter  on  fledges. 
They  then  dry  it  in  fmall  wooden  kilns  J,  with  a 
fmouldering  fire,  which  they  keep  burning  in  a 
hole  near  the  kiln,  and  the  fmoke  whereof  rufhes 
into  it  The  corn  thus  dried,  is  fpread  upon  the 
ice  of  a  river,  or  a  floor  wetted  with  water,  where 
it  is  threihed  with  light  flails,  then  ftored  in  little 
barns;  and,  what  remains  over  from  domeftic 
ufes>  is  conveyed  to  town,  which  is  fometimes  a 
hundred,  nay  two  hundred,  or  even  four  hundred 
verfts  diftant;  where  it  is  fold,  not  by  meafure^ 
but  by  weight ;  rye  and  wheat  as  well  as  meal,  ii\ 

+  Socha.  i  Serpa.  J  Ovini. 
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mat-lacks*  of  eight  pood,  and,  Specially  in 
Siberia,  at  an  inconceivably  low  price.  In  Kras- 
noyarsk, for  example,  where  it  is  particularly 
ch#vp,  a  pood  of  rye  meal  will  fell  for  two  to 
three  kopeeks ;  or  about  a  penny.  WJieat  flour 
five  kopeeks,  and  fo  of  the  reft.  In  Irkutfk  they 
are  about  three  times  dearer.  —  In  many  parts  of 
the  country  every  boor  has  his  own  f  water-mill 
built  by  himielf,  with  a  horizontal  water-wheel. 
In  cold  regions  the  ftraw  is  given  to  the  cattle ; 
but  in  the  fouthern  .parts,  where  the  cattle  remain 
out  all  the  winter,  it  is  left  to  rot. 

The  villagers,  with  whom  winter  provender  is 
a  requifite,  have  hay-fields,  bordering  on  the 
banks  of  lakes  and  rivers,  in  brakes  and  fens  of 
the  forefts.  In  order  to  get  rid  of  the  old  withered 
grafs,  the  dry  weeds,  twigs,  and  light  fluff,  for 
warming  the  ground,  and  for  manuring  it  with 
wood-aih,  they  fet  it  on  fire,  as  they  are  apt  to 
do  with  the  meadow-lands  of  the  fteppe  in  fpring; 
though,  on  account  of  the  great  mifchief  occa- 
fioned  by  this  pra&ice  to  the  forefts,  whole  verfts 
of  them  being  frequently  burnt  at  once,  it  is 
ftri&ly  prohibited.  When  the  fteppes  and  mea- 
dow-lands are  thus  on  fire,  the  appearance  they 
make,  dpecialty  at  night,  is  truly  tremendous; 
the  fire  works  its  way  in  all  directions,  frequently 
in  lines  that  extend  farther  than  the  eye  can 

*  Kool.  f  Mutoflou 
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itach,  Mi4  fill  the  fortebit  fe  fcdtrttotwr  w*th 
Jtodte,  that  one  may  took  fted&ftiy  *t  the  fa* 
th*  whole  da*  through  The  graft  is  morted  with 
Very  ftnali  fcythes,  and  fco*  before  the  month  of 
July,  that  it  may  have  ttae  to  fleodi  it*  *tatl 
growth  and  featter  its  feed, 

Btfides*  earn,  they  gw$w  fox*  fft  lalgfequu?- 
iitfesi,  chiefly  On  thfe  fliWfes  af  the  Volga;  but 
ttsft  of  all  in  the  gwertln*e&«  of  Yamflaf,  *he**e 
6*4  fees  flax-field*,'  ad  elfcwhere  eorn-fiehfc  $  the 
next  to  the  produce  of  flax  are  the  govt* mtieifts 
of  Mofco  and  Kazan*  It  is  thought  that  tfte 
common  flax  wouki  aot  profper  in  Siberia;  ftever- 
Ihelefe  fome  l\>les,  fettled  about  the  Irtifii  and  iti 
Daouria  upon  the  Seleng&>  cultivate  \^akhfcah 
Suit  Witt)  gb&d  ihcfcefe.     Ttie  peitaftial  flaa,  frg- 

« 

4)*ent  ih  the  fouth  of  Siberia f,  is  entirely  uft* 
deeded,  though  it  may  be  propagated  to  great  ad- 
vantage. 

Mwipt  fa  indigenous  in  all  the  touth  and 
middle  of  Ruflia  and  Siberia,  and  in  all  thefe 
^arts  is  propagated  in  great  abundance,  both  oh 
account  of  it*  mttfaial,  foi-  linens,  fkil-ctoth,  && 
and  of  the  oil  efcpTfcffed  from  its  feed,  of  which 
fefe  feifcafcing  quantity  is  confamed  for  food  during 
the  faftb,  and,  as  \vdl  as  the  hemp  itfelf,  exported 
toftually  to  a  great  amount 

* 
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Woad  likewife  grows  wild  in  fottthera  Ruflit 
and  Siberia;  it  is  gathered  in  the  Uk&ine  and 
employed  in  ftamiag  and  dying,  It  k  alio  culti- 
vated, but  only  in  the  government  of  Penza,  *ad 
about  the  Don. 

Tobacco  is  planted  ahnoft  folely  in  the  Ukraine; 
but  there  in  great  abundance. 

Hope  4re  propagated  by  the  villagers  only  it 
finall  quantities,  in  the  governments  of  Kazan* 
N if] iney- Novgorod,  &a  aftd  in  Siberia  in  the 
province  of  Irkutfk.  They  are  plentifnlly  fup- 
plted  with  the  wild  fort,  which  thrives  ahnoft 
every  where,  among  the  buflies  that  grow  about 
the  banks  of  rivers,  in  brakes  and  low  fbrefts. 

-But  little  account  is  made  of  orchards  except 
in  the  chief  towns :  however  they  are  feen  about 
the  towns  and  villages,  Ob  the  Volga-  from  the 
region  round  Mofco  down  the  river  to  Aftrakhan, 
along  the  Oka,  and  the  other  rivers  oh  the  right 
of  the  Volga  and  the  inferior  parts  of  the  river 
Ural,  and  all  over  the  Ukraine,  where  orchard 
fruits  are  cultivated  with  great  diligence  and  fcc- 
cefi.  After  all  the  attempts  that  have  been  made, 
no  fruit-trees  will  thrive  in  Siberia.  Something 
of  a  country  wine*  is  made  about  the  Don,  in 
Little  Raffia,  cm  the  Terek,  and  on  the  Volga, 
near  Saratof,  and  specially  about  Aftrakhan. 
Every  villager  has  a  little  kitchen-garden  adjoining 
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to  his  cottage,  particularly  for  the  growth  of  dab- 
bages,  turnips,  bete,  carrots*,  cucumbers,  ra~ 
diflies,  onions,  and  leeks,  a  few  potatoes,  fome 
dill,  gourds,  and  melons,  indifpenfable  to  him  on 
account  of  the  numerous  faft-days.  Water-me- 
lons f  are  cultivated  in  furprifing  numbers  in  the 
fouth-eaftern  parts  of  Ruffia,  from  the  Don  to  thfc 
Ural,  elpecially  on  the  Volga,  in  open  fields  got 
from  the  fteppes,  %  and  are  eaten  either  raw,  or 
felted  like  cucumbers. 

The  forefts,  which  are  fcattered  fparingly  about 
the  fouthernmoft  parts  of  Ruffia,  in  the  northern 
extremities  above  the  fixtieth  degree  are  not  feen. 
They  are  very  common  in  the  middle  regions  of 
Ruffia  and  in  Siberia,  and  confitt  alternately  of 
the  fir  J,  the  pine§,  the  white  fir||,  the  white  and 
black  poplar  i,  the  afpini,  theafhO,  the  £  alder, 
the  birch  ir,  the  beech  f,  the  oak  p,  the  « linden, 
the  mountain-afli *,  the  elm*,  the  willow <r,  the 
palm- willow r,  and  feveral  others:  alfo  in  the  cau- 
cafean  mountains  a  great  variety  of  fruit-trees^ 

*  Markovi.  f  Arboofes.  t  Tal;  pinus  picea,  and  pinus 
fylveftris.  §  Sofna ;  pinus  abies.  ||  Pichta.  J  Topol  and 
Ofokor ;  populus  alba  and  populus  nigra.  i  Oflina ;  popnlos 
tremala.  0  Yaffen;  fraxinus  excel  fior.  £Oicha;  betola  alnus. 
*  Berefa ;  betola.  {  Bale ;  fagus.  <p  Dup ;  qucrcas.  *  Lipa ; 
tilia.  «r  Rebina ;  fraxinos  montan.  *  Vias  and  Ilina ;  ulmus 
campeftris,  almas  fativa,  Miller  ;  and  ulmus  pumila.  <r  Tal 
and  Iva;  falbc  triandra*  falix  pentandra,  falbr  fragilis,  falix 
alba*  ialbc  caprea.    r  Salix  arcnaria* 

walnuts, 
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Vainuts,  and  a  kind  of  red  wood*;  in  Siberia 
and  in  lofty  mountains  the  larch  f,  the  fiberlan 
cedar  J,  and  baHam~ptiplar§,  every  where  em* 
ploying  a  great  number  of  hands.  Almoft  every 
villager  is  a  carpenter;  who  builds  his  own  houfe 
of  balks  or  trunks  of  trees,  makes  wharfs  on  the 
navigable  rivers,  and  whatever  elfe  belongs  to  the 
carpenter's  trade.  In  the  upper  parts  of  the  Oka 
and  in  its  fuperior  rivers,  and  on  the  rivers  to  the 
left  of  the  Volgsi,  from  the  Uniha  as  far  as  the 
Kamma,  their  chief  employment  is .  to  ftrip  the 
linden  of  its  bark ;  the  inner  rind  yherebfH,  they 
work  up  into  baflcets  for  fledges  and  carts,  or 
jpake  of  it  a  light  covering  to  their  houfes,  to 
the  fheds  where  the  fait  is  kept  in  heaps,  the  little 
hute  for  fleeping  in  upon  the  floats  and  veffels  that 
go  down  the  rivers,  &c.  All  forts  of  houfehold 
cups,  bafkets,  and  the  like,  in  common  ufe 
throughout  the  whole  empire,  are  made  of  it ;  and 
the  leaking  of  what  we  call  ruffia  mats  J,  trays, 
troughs,  ladles;  flqmmers,  fpoons,  &c.  ef  the 
linden  wood,  is  a  gteat  part  of  their  bufinels.  '  A 
no  ltfs  number  gain  their  livelihood  merely  by 
preparing  the  birch-tar  r,  not  to  mention  the 
occupation  of  fo  many  in  ftripping  all. kind  of 
trees  of  their  bark  for  the  feveral  ufes  of  the  tan- 

t  •  A  fpccics  of  the  rbamntu.  +  Liftvenitta ;  pinus  larix. 
J  Kedr.  $  Topol ;  poptriuibal&mifera*  ||  Liib.  J  Ragoftu. 
•  Dogat. 
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neries,  particularly  the  yuft  matiufe&ories,  and 
the  burning  of  wood  for  charcoal,  which  is  lent 
to  the  mines,  and  the  different  ftore-houfes  be- 
longing to  government 

In  the  breeding  of  cattle,  the  countryman  is 
dire&ed  by  climate  arid  pafturage.  In  regions 
where  the  cattle  muft  be  flailed  and  foddered 
during  the  winter,  the  boor  has  at  moil  but  a 
fcant)  herd;  where  they  can  ftay  out  in  the  opea 
fteppe  all  the  winter,  or  the  greater  part  of  it, 
as  in  the  fouth  of  Siberia,  a  man  is  often  mafter 
of  three  hundred  horfes,  not  fewer  iheep,  fome- 
where  about  half  the  number  of  horned  cattle, 
always  a  few  fwine,  and  a  great  deal  of  poultry; 
fometimes  geefe  and  ducks. 

The  ruffian  hories  are  of  a  middling  fize,  with 
large  heads,  long  flabby  ears,  not  very  handfome, 
but  fpirited,  ftrong,  and  hardy.  The  horned 
cattle  are  little  and  briik.  The  cows  give  but 
little  milk,  and  that  is  poor  aijd  thin.  In  little 
Raffia  the  oxen  are  ufed  for  draught.  Every 
where  about  Archangel  there  is  a  fine  breed  of 
large  cows,  brought  originally  from  Holland,  and 
are  not  found  to  degenerate  in  the  leaft.  The  true 
ruffian  iheep  are  diftinguifhable  from  the  common 
fort  by  their  fliort  tail,  not  above  the  length  of 
three  inches.  Their  wool  is .  coarfe,  but  better 
than  that  of  the  broad-tailed  kirghifbian  ftecp, 
and  would  probably  improve  in  fome  of  the  dry 
fteppes.     There  are  nowhere  any  particular  iheep- 

folds; 


folds ;  that  is,  there  are  no  people  who  make  it 
their  fole  bufinefe  to  breed  dad  fatten  them.  It  is 
never  the  praftice  to  milk  the  ewes.  Hogs,  dogi, 
and  cats,  are  of  the  ordinary  kinds. 

The  poultry  are  houfed  all  the  winter  in  the 
cottage,  under  the  hearth  and  the  deeping- 
benches,  for  the  feke  of  having  Eafter-eggs. 
The  goofe  is  not  in  all  {daces  the  common  do- 
tneftrcfpecies*;  many  keep  wild  geefef.  They 
catch  the  young  before  they  can  fly,  fatten  them, 
and  kill  them  in  autumn.  On  the  approach  of 
lpring  they  catch  others,  asd  thus  fave  themfelves 
the  winter's  feed  Ifc  Siberia  at  times  one  fees  the 
white-headed  little  goofe  J  tamed.  Befides,  and 
inftead  of  the  domeftic  duck^,  fome  cottagers 
keep  the  wood-duck  |,  the  red  duck  J,  the  muf- 
covy  duckf,  and  feveral  other  fpecies.  Doves 
and  pigeons  neftle  about  the  villages,  without 
owners.  Tuikey-foWl  are  very  common  among 
the  poultry  in  the  (buthern  parts  of  Ruffia,  and 
wherever  there  is  a  good  marketer  them  in  the 
large  towns* 

The  culture  of  bees  is  indeed  principally  the 
concern  of  the  Ba&kirs  in  the  Ural;  but  alio 
is  attended  to  in  fouthern  Ruffia  by  the  raffia* 
^eafants,  pretty  well,  and  in  the  bafhkifian  me- 
thod. 

*  Anfer  domefticusLfNN.  f  Anfer  ferns  Likm.  J  K*» 
ftrka ;  anfef  erytropns  Lin  ir.  (  Anas  bofchas  Linn.  ||  Anas 
tadornaLiaw.    J Anas  nttsla Pall.    •AnasmobcbuaLiKtf. 
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:     In  the  northern  diftri&s  of  Ruffia  and  Siberia 
the  chace  is,  followed  as  a  trade,  particularly  for 
,thofe  animals  .whofe  fkins  are  ufed  as  furs,  efpe- 
cially  fables  and  grey  fquirrefe,  for  the  wear  of 
ithe  ruffian  gentry  in  town;  and  country.     They 
-roam  about  in  companies;  are  frequently  out  for 
jevcral  weeks  at  a  time  in' .the  wilds  and  deiarts, 
-afr  the  diftance  of  fevettal  r  hundred  verfts  from 
their  homes.     In  the  fisheries  they  are  all  em- 
^ployed  in  the  feveral  methods  pra&ifed  in  other 
^countries.  ,   ;  *.[ 

i  The  carrier's  trade  »  a  great  fource  of.  profit  to 
the  inhabitants  of  towns  and  villages  contiguous 
io  the  high-roads.  Miriy  commodities  are  trans- 
ported from  one  end  of  the  empire  to  another  by 
-bud ;  for  /ioftatoce,  .the.  chinefe  goods  fromKi- 
achta  to  .Sfc  Peterfburg;;  European  winfcs,  *englifli 
dbeer,  .porter*  and  ftaifordiliire  ware,  from i  St 
;Pcterflburg  or. i Archangel,  ito  Irkiitfk,  2fcc.  furs 
J£rum,Okhotfkf  among. others.  The  towns  at  the 
diftance  of  frdm  five  1  hundred  to  a  thoufand 
verfts  afunder  ferve  as  ftations  for  changing  the 
•drivers  and  carfierf,..for;  example,  froih  Kiachta, 
Urkutik,  Krafnoyarfk,.  Tomfk,  Tara,  EJkatarincn- 
imrg>  &c.  % 

-^rFroniTthc  proyinces  of  .Archangel,  which  have 
little  agriculture  and  few  produ&s,  conleqqently 
but  little  money,  the  men  emigrate  every  fpring 
to  the  Volga,  to  get  eirfployment  in  the  tranfport- 
veffels  and  the  fifherics.   or  to  earn  money  in 

2  _,  towns 
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towns   or   villages,   as    carpenters,    bricklayers, 
plaifterers,  fervants,  labourers;  with  which  they 
return  in  autumn,  though  fornetimes  not  till  after* 
two  or  three  years  abfeace.     Were  it  not  for  this, 
practice,  all  the  money  muft  be  drained  out  of) 
fiich  provinces  by  the  taxes,  &c.     Thofe  wh£ 
work  on  the  water,  and  in  general  all  the  common 
mechanics,  are  called  burlaks. 

The  mixture  of  town  and  country  profeflions. 
has  been  already,  noticed  in  general  terms.  .  In 
the  different  villages  all  over  the  empire  we  lee* 
the  mechanical  bufinefles  of  towns  carried  on ; 
but  more  efpecially  in  the  parts  adjacent  to  the 
Volgar  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  governments  of 
Mofoo,  Niihney-Novgorod,  and  Kazan.  It  Jis 
fcarcely  poflible  to  come  to  a  village  where  there 
k  not  a  fmith,  a  taylor,  a  lhoemaker,  a  tanner, 
a  foap-boiler,  a  builder,  a  joiner,  a  houfe- painter,; 
&c  and  many  of  the  boors  follow  thefe  profefliond 
as  their  main  bufinefi.  In  numbers  of  village) 
almoft  all  the  boors  are  either  boat  and  fhip 
builders,  wirerdrawers,  braziers,  cotton-printers, 
<?oml>makers,  coopers,  dyers,  turners,  &c.  On 
the  Vetiuga,  a  river  tp  the  left  of  the  Volga,-  all 
the  boors  of  feveral  entire  villages  are  turners  tn<$ 
japanners ;  in  fome  parts  of  the  government .  of 
Archangel,  numbers  are*  employed  in  iron* 
{melting,  and  every  where,  among  the  inferior 
officers  of  the  church,  are  frund  pointers,  lira-i 
pet3,  &c.     All  thefe  and  the  like  arts  and  pro- 
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fftffioas  are  free  to  all;  they  defcend  from  father 
t9  ion ;  none  has  need  to  ferve  an  apprenticefhip 
to  any  calling,  or  to  give  proofs  of  his  ability  and 
/kill,  nor  is  liable  to  he  punifhed  for  bad  work, 
unlefe  a  downright  fraud  is  difcoverabie.  Thus 
the  want  of  workmen  is  eafily  fupplied,  and  all 
their  work  ia  kept  at  a  reafonable  price.  But  then, 
on  the  other  hand,  befides  that  hufhandry  is  thus 
deprived  of  great  numbers  of  hands,  all  fecurity 
pf  having  good  work  for  your  money  is  loft ;  the 
man  that  is  really  mafter  of  his  bufinefe  will  hardly 
get  an  equitable  price  for  his  work,  and  probably 
alio  much  good  materials  will  be  fpoiled.  In  many 
villages,  particularly  fiich  as  belong  to  noblemen, 
ate  manufactories,  on  a  larger  or  a  finaller  fcale, 
of  lacquered  wares,  filk,  hardware,  &c.  which 
are  under  the  inipeftion  of  the  college  of  raanu- 
fa&ure*.  Pavlova,  for  inftance,  a  parifli  be* 
longing  to  count  Scheremetof,  fituated  on  the 
ffea,  contains  two  thoufand  three  hundred  tax* 
Mpte  boors,  who  are  almoft  all  fmtths,  and  alto- 
gether compofe  a  manufa&oiy,  though  every  one 
works  for  himfetf.  They  make  padlocks,  fltears, 
knives,  fthmt,  wind-guns*  tnufltet-locks>  files, 
plane-irons,  and  other  tools,  tongs,  pincers,  &c. 
The  quantity  they  make,  the  goodneft  of  the 
work,  and  the  cheap  rate  at  which  they  are  fold, 
ire  truly  worthy  of  admiration.  Their  goods  go 
as  fitr  as  Perfia.  ; 

The 
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The  Employments  of  the  female  fex,  bgth  in 
town  and  country,  vary  but  Jittle  from  thofe  in 

■  * 

the  neighbouring  countries.  They  fee  to  the 
eleanlinefi  of  the  houfe,  fpin,  weave  linen  and 
coarfe  cloth  on  frames,  in  quality  but  little  in* 
ferior  to  what  is  brought  from  Germany ;  they 
bleach,  full,  and  colour,  knot  the  ends  of  the 
threads  for  a  fpan  long,  for  table-cloths,  neck* 
cloths,  &c.  make  felt,  bake  bread  every  day,  &c. 
In  general  they  are  kept  clofcr  to  work,  and  fare 
harder  than  is  cuftomary  among  their  european 
neighbours. 

The  country  market-towns  and  hamlets  are 
commonly  open;  are  moftly  built  in  irregular 
ftreets,  with  little  kitchen-gardens  and  large  yards 
to  the  houfes.  They  are  fituated  on  the  banks  of 
the  rivers,  fince  the  digging  of  wells  is  not  in  prac- 
tice :  as  in  mod  parts  pebbles  are  not  to  be  had 
in  any  canfiderabje  quantity,  the  roads  and  ftreets 
are  frequently  made  of  timbers,  or  bauks  laid 
clofe  together  baring  the  upper-part  made  flat 
with  the  hatchet  They  contain  many,  not  largc^ 
{rat  good-looking  churches,  moftly  of  brick  and 
plaiften  The  monafteries  in  and  near  the  towns, 
fftm\  their  ftrong  walls,  maffy  gates*  and  nu- 
merous church-towels,  have  the  appearance  of 
gaftks.  The  fortreffes*  difpei&d  about  the 
Wuptry,  |uvc  feldom  earth-ran^afts,  jnofllybjifc 

*  KrepofL 
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teries  of  bauks  laid  one  on  the  other,  in  the  feme 
manner  as  they  build  their  houfes;  and  about" 
thefe  a  low  palifade*.  The  cannons  ftand  on  the 
gates,  and  upon  the  angles  of  the  ramparts  or 
batteries  qu  wooden  carriages.  Their  defign  is  to 
keep  the  tributary  tribes  in  awe,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring nomades  from  the  borders.  Oftrogs,  or 
houfes  furrounded  with  a  palifade  of  upright 
pointed  bauks,  are  either  in  towns,  where  they 
ferve  as  prifons  for  criminals,  or  ftand  folitary  in 
various  partis  of  the  country,  for  the  fame  pur-»' 
pofe  as  the  fortreffes. 

Villages  f  of  extremely  various  dimenfions,  and 
pariftiesj'  are  fituated  on  the  margin  of  rivers,; 
brooks,  lakes,  and  fometimes  on  mere  morafies 
and  fprings.  The  parifhes,  or  church  villages, 
are  fometimes  very  extend ve;  and  contain,  it 
may  be,  five  hundred  or  even  a  thoufand.  and 
•more  farms,  from  three  to  feven  churches,  many 
t)f  brick,  markets,  and  trafficking  places.  Large 
Plages  are  frequently  called  flobodes ;  but  many 
(lobodes  ara lefi  than  ohurch  villages:  the  houfes 
'are  ranged  in  ftraight  ftreets,  and  the  ftreets 
moftly  laid  yith  timbers. 

The  proper  ruffian  architecture  is  alike  in  towns 
and  villages,  A  meffuage  confifts  of  a  dwelling- 
houfe,  with  a  few  little  ftore-rooms,  ftables,  and  a 
ftew,  or  hot^-bath,  by  which  the  yard  is  inclofed 

•  Nadolhi.  *  Derevhi.  |  Selo. 
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All  thefe  ftru&ures  are  built  of  banks, .  unhewn; 
placed  on  one  another,  and  notched  into  each 
other  at  the  four  corners ;  fometimes,  though  but' 
rarely,  on  a  brick  foundation :  thefe  houfes  are, 
covered1  with  boards,  and  when  the  owner  can. 
afford  it,  with  oak  ihingles.  The  meaneft  dwei- 
ling-houfes  confift  folely  of  one  little  room,  which 
therefore  has  the  door  to  the  ftreet  In  it  is  an 
oven,  taking  up  almoft  one  fourth  part  of  the 
whole  fpace;  adjoining  to  it,  of  equal  height 
with  the  oven^  is  a  broad  fhelf  of  board*.  The 
top  of  die  oven  and  this  fhelf  are  the  fleeping 
places  of  the  family.  The  light  is  admitted  into 
thefe  houfes  through  two  or  three  holes  in  the 
walls  furniihed  with  Abutters  t,  or  through  a  little 
window  of  myfcQvy-glafeJ,  or  only  of  bladder, 
oiled  linen  ,or  paper.  The  fmoke  finds  its  way 
out  as  well  as  it  can  through  thefe  apertures  in 
the  wall.  Thefe  jp ooms,  as  may  well  be  fuppofed, 
are  as  black  as  a  chimney ;  and,  as  all  the  houfe- 
hold  functions  spe  performed  in  them,  fuch  as 
baking,  cooking,  wafhing,  &c.  it  is  hardly  poffi- 
ble  to  keep  them  clean.  They  <are  called,  with 
the  utmoit  propriety  of  fpeech,  §  black-rooms. 
Under  the  floor  of  the  room  is  a  cellar}|. 

A  complete  town  or  country-houfe,  for  the  fake 
pf  having  a  cellar,  {lands  raifed  a  fathom  above 

?  Potak.         +  Okoftika.         J  Sluda ;  mica  membranacea. 
J  Tftonfria  Uba,  (|  Pognjb,  . 
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the  ground,  and  has  a  black-room  and  a  white- 
room  *  and  between  the  two,  a  final)  f  paflage. 
The  black-room  has  frequently  a  chimney  to  the 
oven,  and  -a  window  of  glafi  or  marienglas ;  but 
the  white-room  has  the  oven  of  tiles,  or  bricks 
covered  with  plafter.  The  entrance,  by  a  covered 
flight  of  wooden  fteps  to  the  aforementioned  pa£> 
fage,  is  from  the  back-yard,  not  from  the  ftreet 

Toe  magazines  or  (lore-rooms  J  are  finall  de-» 
tached  huts  for  provifions,  corn,  in  fhort  all 
the  neceffary  ftores.  Hie  (tables  are. mere  hovels 
or  ihedsr  open  to  the  yard,  or  at  molt  fronted  wi th 
wattles,  paid  with  mortar  j  in  the  latter  cafe  thejr 
are  called  pokleti.  The  bath-room  §  refembles  & 
detached  black-room.  It  (lands  alone ;  has  an 
oven  like  the  other,  fmoke-holes,  a  water-tub^ 
brufhes,  and  benches  raifed  one  above  another  in 
the  form  of  a  fcaflbld.  Hie  corn-kilns  H  are  with* 
out  the  towns  and  villages.  Places  thus  built 
muft  be  very  liable  to  raging  fifes )  and,  when 
once  they  break  out,  they  rarely  leave  any  thing 
uncoafumed. 

The  houfehold-furniture,  both  in  town  and 
country,  even  among  people  of  opulence,  is  very 
fimple.  In  the  room,  which,  with  very  few  ex- 
ceptions, is,  at  the  fame  time,  the  kitchen,  are  a 
table,  benches,  the  fhelf,  which  ferves  for  the 
dormitory  J,  and  in  the  corner  one  or  more  holy 

*  GoraitHL  +  SenL  J  Amha*.  §  Ba* 

||  Ovinu  >  Potak. 
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figures  #,  The  rich  have  a  great  many  of  them, 
fome  with  rims  of  beaten  fiiver.  Brfbre  thefo, 
lamps  or  waa-candjes  are  kept .  cenftantly  burn* 
iag,  or  at  lead  on  all  the  feftivab,  which  amounts 
to  nearly  die  fame  thing ;  fo  that  many  of  thefe 
fummcr-rooms  have  the  appearance  of  little  cha- 
pels. Culinary  utenfils,  and  thofo  for  the  ufe  of 
the  table,  are  as  few  as  can  well  be  conceived 
As  vehicles  they  make  ufe  of  quite  finall  open 
one-hocfe  carts  f»  or  fomewhat  larger,  and  half 
covered  over  like  a  child's  cradle  %  atfo  with  one 
horfe,  without  ihafts,  fo  that  a  collateral  horfb 
can  at  any  time  be  put  to ;  both  kinds  of  fuch  a 
fimple  mechnnifin^  that  almoft  any  boor  can  make 
a  siew  one  or  at  fcaft  repair  the  defefts  of  the  old 
one  even  upon  the  road.  They  are  extremely 
light  and  commodious.  —  Splinters,  like  laths,  of 
fir  or  very  dry  birch-wood  §  are  much  more  com* 
monly  ufcd  for  giving  light  in  the  room,  aftet 
/        dark,  than  tallow»candfes. 

As  die  country  towns,  in  general,  progreffively 
endeavour  to  imitate  the  Refidence,  one  perceives 
from  time  to  time  the  loftier  houies  of  wood  or 
brick  fpring  upbuilt  in  a  fuperior  ftyle,  with 
fafhionable  furniture  within,  gardens  laid  out  in 
a  regular  method,  &c 

The  inferior  houfes  are  much  peftered  with  do* 
meftic  vermin;  befides  the  common  ||houfe-rat 

•  Obmfr         f  TdegL         $  Kabitki.         §  LatchinkL 

and 
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and  moufe  *  they  fw^rm  with  water-rats  f,  $  bats, : 
large  beetles  §  very  frequent,  -  crickets,  ||  bug*, 
fleas  i  in  abundance ;  various  kinds  of  very  trou- 
blefome  flies,  gnats. «,  moths,  bull-moths,  wood-- 
lice ;  in  fouthetn  low  places  frogs,  toads,  apd 
tad-poles ;  in  Siberia  little  beetles  0 ;  about  the 
Tfheremtihan,  lapland  beetles  £  - 

.  The  preparation  for  their.  vi6hials  is  fo  fimple, 
that  foreigners  «do  not  eafify  bring  themfeives  to 
relifti  it,  but  adhere  to  the  cuftomary  wayftf  dre& 
fing  their  food  in  their  own  countries. '.  Frefli 
meats  with  watery  fence,  or  baked  paftiesv  of 
common  cruft,  with  minced-mcat, \  of  whale  fifhj  > 
fifli  with  water  and  fait,  without  other  feuce,  cab- 
bage and  roots  chopped  together,  f  cabbage-foup, 
which  is  never  omitted,  meagre  filh  and  flefli 
foups,  cool  drinks 9,  quas,  with  eggs,  .minced- 
meat,  and  leeks,  pancakes  /»,  foup  of  ground 
hemp  and  linfeed, .  millet-foup  and  grits,  turned 
milk  y  with  meal  and  four  milk,  &c.  ahnaft  allfea-» 
foned  with,  onions,  leeks,  .garlic,  and  fometimes 
pimento,  are  their  ordinary  diffcres.  WJiere  Tar-* 
tars  dwell,  they  ufe  likewife  a  few  "Mold  roots, 

*  Mifhe.  f  Ki&Ia  voden^ia.        <    J  Letutfia  mifhe, 

$  Tarocani;  biatta  oriental.,  Linn.        ||  Klopi.     .r    ^  Blokn 
•  Dermeftes  lardarius  Linn,  0  Pruflak;   biatta  afiatica. 

i  Biatta  lapponica  Linn.         ♦     *■  Piro'ggi. /"       c  Tfchi, 
f  Badrina.  p  filial.      -    '9  KUTel.  :  :      "-  "  '*      • 
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daily  .dogr tooth  *  lily-roots  -£,  and  others.  For 
ithe  evening  repafl  ire  fervedup  nuts,  orchard- 
iruits>  at*d  the  feveral  wild  fruits  produced  by  the 
country,  roubd ;.  blackberries,  ftrawberria,  ?  floes^ 
:&c* :  At_  an  entertainment  df  their  friends,  and 
acquaintance  they  .provide  a  furprifiqg  variety  of 
.thefe  kind^of  diihes;  -The  lower  fort,  feed  very 
-poorly  at  all  times,  but .  particularly  in  thefaft* 
Hn  large  towns,  the  tableau  good houfes  is  be- 
coming more  luxurious  aqil  fafluQnabte  from  day 

•today*  '**   'i   .    .  .   ^  > 

The. mod  common  domeftic  drink  is  quas,  a 
liquor  prepared  from  pollard,  meal^  and  bread,  or 
from  meal  and  malt,  by  an  acid  fermentation.  It 
is  cooling :  and  well-tailed:  Corn-fpirits  %y  and 
re&ified  jcom-fpirits  §,  fupply  the  place  of  wine* 
In  good  houfes,  fruit-wines,  raiberry-wine  |,  cherry- 
wine/,  bilberry-wine;^.  &c.  from  the  juices  of 
thofe  fruits,  mead  and  brandy,  made  by  fermen- 
tation, which  are  pleafant  enough  to  the  palate, 
JBrowi}.  beer  and  metheglin  are  more  in  ufe  than 
braga  or  white  cloudy  beer  brewed  from  malted 
millet  or  wheat,  with  hops,  and  bufa.  or  white 
unhopped  wheat-beer.  Tea  is  in  very  general  ufe. 
The  true  ruffian  tea  £  is  a  deco&ion  of  honey, 
water,  and  fpanifh  pepper,  and  drank  warm.     It 

*  Kandik;  erythroiu  dens  canis  Linkjsi.  f  Sarana.; 

Hlion  tnaTOgon    Linn.  ■  %  Vina,  §  Vodka. 

||  Maliaofka.  .   *  Vifcnoffau       0  Tfoernofka.       {  Sbitin. 

taftes 
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taftes  well  and  cheets  the  ftomack  Many  even  rf 
the  common  people  drink  chinefe  tea,  foeetened 
with  honey  or  fugar.  Perfons of  diftin&iott  keep  their 
tables  fepplied  with  meats  and  drinks  entirely  in 
the  foreign  tafte,  hire  french  cook%  &c  as  m 
other  countries-    Tobacco  is  but  little  ufed. 

In  the  article  of  drefe  they  adhere  as  faithfully, 
in  the  country  towns  and  villages,  to  the  man- 
ners of  their  fathers,  as  they  do  in  food  sad 
lodging.  The  toobkflfe,  all  the  officers  in  the  croi 
department;  and,  befides  the  light  troops,  the 
fcidiety  all  over  the  empire,  the  merchants  of  the 
thief  towns  and  thofe  who  trade  with  them,  the 
minetowners,  and  almoft  all  the  people  of  quality 
throughout  the  empire,  drefs  after  the  german 
fefbion ;  and  the  ladies,  even  in  the  remoteft  and 
mod  retired  parts  of  the  country,  appear  more 
modiihly  attired  than  would  eafily  be  imagined. 
The  burghers  and  mercantile  clafi,  however,  ge- 
nerally fpeaking,  ftick  clofe  to  the  national  drefs, 
no  kfs  than  the  pea&atry.  Of  this  I  (hall  fpeak 
a  little  more  particularly. 

The  men  let  their  beards  grow,  which  are  com- 
monly long  and  buihy:  the  hair  is  cut  and 
combed :  their  fhirt  *  is  fhort,  without  any  fort 
of  collar,  and  made  of  white,  blue,  or  red  linen. 
Their  troufers  j"  are  loofe,  and  tied  below  the  knees. 
The  ihirt  ufually  hangs  over  the  troufers,  and  is 

#  Robaflikt.  +  StumL 
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girt  round  the  waift  with  a  firing.    Stockings* 
are  not  fo  commonly  worn  by  the  lower  dais  of 
people,  as  leg-wrappers  |,  which  they  tie.  about 
their  feet  and  legs  with  packthread,  fo  as  to  make 
them  look  very  thick.     Shoes  J  are  worn  by  the 
better  fort,   and  mat-flippers  $  by  the  common 
people ;  but  half-boots  ||  are  in  very  general  uie. 
Over  the  ihirt  they  wear  a  fliort  breaft-cloth  J,  or 
a  veil  furniihed  with  buttons.    The  coat  0  is  made 
fo  big  as  to  allow  of  one  fide  lapping  over  the 
other  before,  with  little  buttons,  clofe  fleeves,  and 
a  collar.     The  fkirt  is  made  with  gathers  at  the 
hips,  and  reaches  below  the  calves  of  the  legs, 
and  the  garment  is  girt  about  with  a  faih  that 
pafles  twice  round  the  body.     At  the  fafli  g  com- 
monly hangs  a  kmg-bladed  knife,  in  a  (heath. 
The  covering  for  the  head  is  either  a  flat  fur-cap^ 
with  a  narrow  brim ;  or,  in  other  plaqea,  a  cap 
which  forms  a  bag  of  a  fpan  in  depth,  jn  which 
they  keep  their  handkerchief  on  their  head.     In 
fummcr  they  go  with  flapped  high-crowned  dutch 
hats,  ornamented  with  a  naitow  ribband  bf  fome 
gaudy  colour.    The  materials  of  the  drefi  vary 
according  to  the  rank  and  circttmfiances  of  the 
wearer ;  the  rich  wear  fine  broad  doth,  Sometimes 
decorating  the  edges  with  gold  cording,   and 
little  filver  buttons  for  fafienings :  common  peo- 
ple clothe  themfehres  in  homefpun  cloth,  and  for 

*  Tflralki.         f  Qnutfbi  J  Baflunaki.  §  LapkL 

|  Sapagi.         i  Fuftika*         •  Sipoaxu         I  Knfliak. 

fummer 
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fummer  in  linen,  made  likewife  at  home.  A  well* 
drafted  Ruffian  makes  a  very  good  figure.  In 
winter  the  common  people  wear,  fheep-fkins,  with 
the  woolly  fide  turned  inwards^  the  better  fort 
put  on  furs  of  a  higher  price. 

The  habits  of  the  clergy,  as  well  in  their  every- 
day wear,  as  when,  officiating  at  the  altar;  are  in 
the. oriental  ftyle;  the  latter  of  different  colours,- 
pften  in.  brocade,  moftly  very  rich.  The.  monks 
ate  always  clad  in  black,  arid  are  alfo  diftinguiih- 
able  by  their  high  pafteboard  caps,  wound  about 
with  crape.  • 

The  wotnen  wear  {lockings  or  leg-wrappers,  and 
ihoes  like  the  men,  fometimes-  likewife  picked- 
pointed  flippers.  The  lower  clafs  frequently  go 
barefoot*  or  fimply  in  flippers  on  their  naked  feet: 
their  fliifts  are  white ;  but  in  D^oyria  the  female 
.peafants  put  on  (ilk-coloured  fliifts  of  gauze  or 
cottony,  they  are  fattened  about  the  neck  .with  a 
collar,  aqd  decorated  with  ftpcied  ornaments  of 
.needle-work.  The  veft  #  is  ciofe  about  the  neck 
without  fleeves,  and  fits  tight  to  the  body  down 
•to  tfie.hips;  from  the  hips  it  fpreads  without 
gathers  and  reaches  down  to  the  fhoes :  on  the 
.facing  it  is  gan)i(hed  with  a  thick  row  of  little 
^buttons  from  the  top  to  the  very  bottom ;  it  is 
.however  girt  with  a  fafli,  to  which  the  bunch  of 
k<y3  i$  iufpended.     The  quality  of  the  faraphan 

m 

•  Saraphan. 
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is  various  according  to  circumftances :  of  glazed 
linen,  kitaika,  filks,  frequently  edged  with  fur,  Qt 
lined  with  it  throughout  The  drefs  of  the  lower 
fort  of  females  in  winter  is  more  complete,  con*, 
fitting  of  cbarfe  cloth,  or  fheep  flcin,  with  fleeves. 
Another  drefs  is  the  ufual  woman's  gown,  and  a 
contuihe  without  fleeves  #.  The  dufhagrek  is  alfo 
worn  on  the  fa^aphan,  without  a  gown.   -  In  the 

winter  they  wear  furs  made  after  the  manner  ufed 

^^  »  » 

in  Poland,  with  pointed  fleeves.  As  this  is  ufualty 
a  prefent  made  by  the  bridegroom,  and  the  beft 
piece  of  drefs,  the  common  people,  in  order  to 
make  a  ihow  of  it,,  go,  the  whole  fummer  through, 
to  church,  to  make  vifits,  &c.  in  the  pelice.  They 
alfo  wear  necklaces  of  corals,  pearls,  or  golden 
chains,  ear-rings  of  precious  ftones,  and  decorate 
their  fingers  and  wrifts  with  rings  and  bracelets. 

The  head-drefs  is  fomewhat  different  in  diffe- 
rent  diftri&s.  The  girls  in  general  wear  their 
hair  uncovered  more  than  the  women ;  the  for- 
mer plait  it  in  three  plaits,  with  ribbands  and 
beads  tied  to  the  points  of  them.  In  Tver,  Nov- 
gorod, &c.  they  wear  a  band  acrofs  the  forehead, 
bedizoned  with  pearls  and  beads  of  various  colours, 
which  give  the  appearance  of  a  liarti  or  open  co- 
ronet At  Voronetz  and  the  parts  adjacent,  both 
women  and  girls  wear  ctoifs  made  to  fit  the  hea& 
with  cheek-pieces  and  trefles.    About  the  Oka, 

•  Diiikagrek. 
VOL.  II.  £ 
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at  Murom,  and  the  country  round,  the  caps  zrc 
in  the  form  of  acn  upright  crefceot  Iu  the  go- 
vernments of  Mofco,  Yarofla£  Kaluga,  and  the 
Circumjacent  parts>  the  coif  has  a  ftiff  flap  before, 
like  a  jockey-cap,  which  is  decorated  with  trefie^ 
pearls,  and  various-coloured  ftones»  On  this  they 
{istig  in  the  tartar ian  fashion,  a  veil ;  but  which 
they  uAiaTly  keep  thrown  back.  The  veil  is  gene- 
rally  of  fittt,  fet  off  with  gold  or  filler  lace.  la 
their  ordinary  drelst  they  tie  on  -the  veil  over  the 
hair,  without  any  cap.  In  weftern  Ruflva  cap* 
ape*in  ufe  that  -are  a  kind  of  fillet,  with  trefles* 
pearls,  and  tones.  Number*  wear  caps  having  a 
(tiff  rim  one  or  two  inches  broad,  like  a  final! 
ikreen  or  a  flapped  hat  Perfons  of  confequence,, 
in  towns,  wind  pieces  pf  filk  about  their  heads  in 
fuch  manner  as  to  let  the  hair  hang  down  in 
ringlets  from  wider  it;  and  thefe  head-dreffips 
have  veiy  much  the  refemblance  of  a  high  tu* - 
ban.  A  complete  woman's  atti*c  is  expen&ve,  but 
femarkably  handiome*  r 

Paint #  p  a3  neceffaiy  an  article  in  the  drefc  of 
a  *uffiw  lady,  as  liutfn.  The  freibeft  and  ruddieft 
young  woman  of  the  place  puts  on  both  white 
awl  xeds;  and,  as  this  practice  is*  prejudicial  to* 
natural  beauty,  therefore  fuck  antiquated  dames. 
as  would  not  -appear  hideous^are  forced  to  conti- 
nue it.   *Rne  white  paint  is  made  of  pulverized 
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narcafite;  more  commonly  white  lead-*.  The 
jrogge  in  the  (hops  feexns  to  be  compounded,  of 
Florentine  lake  and  t^lc,  with  powder  pf  niarca- 
fite ;  red  tiffany  is  aJUTo  very  much  worn.  The 
village-toafts  gather  the  roots  of  onofma  echioides 
Linn,  or  of  JLithoipermum  arvenfe,  which,  after 
being  dried,  they  xooiften  with  their  tongue,  and 
then  rub  their,  cheeks  with  it ;  or  they  ex£ra&  the 
colour  with  boiling  water  and  alum  from  the  rind 
of  thefe  roots.  Some  rub  their  cheeks  with  river- 
fpungef,  till  the  fkin  is  fufficiently  thinned  or 
inflamed  for  being  tranfparent  to  the  blood.  From 
the  toilet,  however,  we  will  now  retire  with  awe, 
and  prefume  up  farther  to  pry  into  its  myfteries. 

The  Ruffians  axe  a  race  much  hardened  by  cli- 
inate,  education,  and  habits  of  life,  having  their 
own  peculiar  ufages,  which  have  a  greater  affinity 
with  the  aiiatic  than  the  europeao,  only  without 
the  effeminacy.  They  fleep  on  the  floor,  the  hard 
benches,  or  the  boards  placed  flidf-wife  for  that 
purpofe ;  in  the  fummer  contentedly  Jying  down 
in  the  open  air,  in  the  field,  or  the  yard  o£  the 
houfe,  as  they  do  in  the  winter  on  the  top  of  the 
oven,  without  beds,  or  merely  on  a  piece  of  felt, 
Sometimes  with  and  often  without  any  pillow, 
either  tinder  a  thin  covering  or  in  their  clothes. 
After  performing  their  evening  devotions,  accom- 
panied with  frequent  probations  and  croffings, 

*  BclDa.  t  Badiaga ;  (pongia  fiuviatilift* 

Efi  *  before 
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before  the  facred  figures  of  the  faints,  they  betake 
themfelves  early  to  reft,  and  rife  again  betimes  in 
the  morning,  wafh  themfelves,  renew  their  pious 
orifons,  and  proceed  with  alacrity  to  bufinefi. 
Into  the  houles  of  the  great  and  opulent,  even  at 
a  diftance  from  chief  towns,  feather-beds  and  late 
hours,  with  other  luxuries,  have  long  fince  found 
their  way. 

Whenever  acquaintance  meet  together,  their 
term  of  greeting  is,  Zdravftvui  *  !  or  fometimes, 
Zdarovuif  !  accompanied  with  fliaking  of  hands, 
taking  off  the  cap,  bowing,  and  often  with  kifling, 
which  is  much  in  practice  with  both  fcxes.  Even 
the  lowed  of  the  people  greet  one  another  with 
great  civility.  Inferiors  kils  their  fuperiors  on  the 
breaft,  and  of  people  ftill  more  elevated  above 
them  they  kils  the  border  of  the  garment ;  and, 
.when  the  difference  is  very  great,  they  fall  down 
and  ftrike  their  forehead  upon  the  fhoe  of  the 
great  man.  When  they  have  any  thing  to  re- 
queft,  they  affume  a  tone  and  gefture,  as  if  they 
were  imploring  mercy.  It  is  indecorous  to  (peak 
loud  in  the  prefence  of  fuperiors ;  and  if  any  one 
happen  to  do  fo,  he  is  prcfently  chid  by  the  by- 
ftanders,  with  J  Do  not  bawl  \  When  a  man  de- 
figns  to  honour  his  guefts,  he  lets  his  wife  and 
daughters  appear,  fulKdrefifed,  who  kifs  the  guefts, 

•  Which  may  be  rendered,  All  hail !  or  God  fave  thee !  or 
Good  betide  thee  L— Salve !  Sit  faliiti ! 

+  Health !  —  Sofpes !  Sanus !  J  Nekritflu. 

and 
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and  hand  them  what  they  want  at  the  entertain- 
ment. They  feem  to  vie  with  one  another  in  the 
profufions  of  hofpitality.  Old  age  is  univerfally 
honoured.  On  the  breaking  up  of  company,  they 
depart,  faying,  Profiiai  *  !  and  never  omitting  the 
vaiedi&ory  kite.  On  the  flighteft  interruption  or 
alteration  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  whatever  they 
are  about,  at  eating,  drinking,  fneezing,  at  a  fud- 
den  ftart,  at  the  fight  of  a  particular  place,  of  2^ 
church,  &c.  they  make  the  fign  of  the  crofs  with 

* 

the  fingers,  on  the  forehead,  the  llomach,  and  th6 
two  fhoulders,  bowing  feveral  times,  and  adding, 
with  a  deep-fetched  figh :  The  Lord  have  mercy  f ! 
They  have  ufually  two  meals  in  the  day ;  in  the 
forenoon  about  nine  o'clock,  and  in  the  afternoon 
at  three.  The  family  at  thefe  times  eat  all  toge- 
ther; and,  when  it  is  numerous,  firft  the  males 
and  afterwards  thofe  of  the  other  fcx.  They  allow 
themfelves  but  a  fhort  time  at  table,  and  are  eafy 
and  cheerful.  Even  among  the  inferior  people 
the  table-linen,  platters,  and  veflels  are  kept  in 
great  cleanlinefs.  If  ftrangers  fit  down  with  them 
there  are  very  copious  potations.  Intoxication  is 
not  difgraceful,  and  even  among  people  of  good 
condition,  if  a  lady  be  overtaken  in  liquor,  it  is 
no  fubjeft  of  reproach.  They  are  never  quarrel- 
fome  or  fcurrilous  in  their  cups,  but  friendly, 
jovial,   courteous,  {peak  in  praife  of  the  abfcijt, 

*  Farewell.  f  Gofpodi  pomilui ! 

£  3  .    and 
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and  boaft  of  their  friend/hip ;  and  thofe  that  are 
sot  able  to  fraud,  find  ready  affiftanee  from  thofe 
that  can.     On  journies,    merchants  and  others 

take  their  food  with  remarkably  few  formalities. 

f  • 

In  towns  and  great  village-ftatians,  women  fit  m 
the  ftreet,  near  public-houfes,  with  tables  having 
roaft  and  boiled  meat,  fifh,  piroggeea,  cabbage- 
ibup,  cucumbers,  bread,  and  quaa,  consequently  a 
fuperb  and  every  where  a  cheap  repaft,  which  is 
taken  ftanding,  and  always  accompanied  with  a 
glafe  or  two  of  brandy. 

Holidays  #  are  kept  in  idlenefe  and  wanton  jol- 
lity. No  one  negleds  to  keep  his  birth  and 
name's  day,  and  thofe  of  his  family,  The  day  is 
opened  by  devout  attendance  on  mafi;  then 
the  perfon  whofe  feftival  it  is  gives  an  entertain- 
ment of  the  bed  he  can  provide  to  his  friends, 
who,  to  fhew  their  attention  to  him,  prefent  them* 
felves  uninvited  at  his  houfe.  The  poor  make 
their  mailers  and  patrons  a  prefent  of  a  loaf  of 
bread,  a  few  apples,  or  fome  trifle  of  that  fort,  in 
order  to  get  a  return  in  money  to  enable  them  to 
entertain  their  friends,  which  they  faithfully  em- 
ploy to  that  purpofe,  and  generally  finifh  the  day 
with  a  hearty  drunken-bout 

To  hot  and  cold  bathing  they  are  fo  habituated 
from  their  earl i eft  infancy  that  the  pra&ice  is  in- 
difpeafable.    They  ufually  go  into  the  hot-bath 

•Prafniki. 
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tttce  a  week,  befides  other  freqweet  eceaflons, 
fuch  as,  after  a  flight  indtfpofition,  hard  work, 
oil  returning  from  a  journey,  and  the  like.  They 
«fe  the  bath  very  hot,  heating  the  room  with 
large  ftones  made  glowing  red,  add  .raiting  a  va- 
pour by  repeatedly  throwing  water  upon  them • 
the  room  all  the  while  being  fo  tight  that  no  pai* 
tides  of  heat  or  vapour  can  tranfpire.  The  bathe* 
£es  extended  naked  upon  a  mat  thrown  on  one  of 
the  fliehres  of  the  fcaffold  already  dfforibcd,  which, 
the  higher  he  aibends  the  goeater  the  heat  he  ffeek. 
When  he  has  thus  tain  persuing  for  fame  ttm^ 
the  waiter  of  the  bath,  generally  a  female,  oomcs 
and  waihes  his  body  all  over  with  hot  water; 
fcouiges  and  rubs  him  with  bunches  of  leafy 
birch,  wipes  him  with  cloths,  and  then  leaves 
him  to  lie  and  fweat  as  long  as  he  choofe?.  Num- 
bers of  them  run  from  the  hot  bath  into  the  cold 
water  flowing  by,  and  in  winter  roll  themfd  ves  hi 
the  fnow,  without  deriving  any  bad  eonfecjaeacss 
from  it 

Oaths  and  curfes  are  but  little  in  ufe :  by  *  Godl 
is  their  commoneft  afleveration*  Obfcene  and 
ambiguous,  abufive  and  ludicrous  esprctiions  are 
very  ufual  £mong  them.  Flattering  terms  are  m 
great  ufe ;  for  inftauce,  to  an  elderly  mas,  Ba^ 
tufhka,  good  father ;  to  aa  older  man,  Deduihka, 
^ood  grand-papa;   to  a  matronly  woman,  Mar 

•  YtfcgJ 
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tuihka,  good  mother !  which  term  is  even  ufed  to 
the  emprefe ;  to  a  girl,  Dufhinka !  my  little  foul ! 
to  a  boy,  Golubtfchick!  my  little  dove !  &c.  Good 
brother*  is  moftly  ufed  towards  inferiors.  Per- 
haps it  may  be  better  made  in  Englilh,  by  Good 
friend !  or  honed  fellow  ! 

The  intercourfe  between  the  fexes  is  more  free 
than  elfewhere,  particularly  in  the  country,  on 
account  of  the  contra&ed  fpacfe  of  their  habita- 
tions and  fleeping  room,  their  baths,  the  Simpli- 
city of  their  converfation,  and  their  artlefs  fongs. 
The  behaviour  of  huibands  toward  their  wives  is, 
in  general,  comparatively  with  european  manners, 
tough  and  auftere.  The  wives  muft  work  hard, 
and  are  often  obliged  to  be  the  tame  fpeftators  of 
their  hufband's  intemperance  and  irregularities 
without  daring  to  complain ;  but  to  this  they  are 
fb  early  acouftomed  that  they  are  feldom  heard  to 
vent  a  murmur  even  while  fmarting  under  very 
tyrannical  treatment  In  larger  towns,  however, 
and  even  among  people  of  condition,  the  lady  is 
in  a  quite  contrary  predicament;  and  they  are 
either  very  much  flandered  or  many  a  kind  hu£ 
band  fometimes  gets  a  rap  of  the  flipper.  It  is  a 
maxim  with  parents  of  the  common  clafe,  never 
to  become  dependent  on  their  children ;  and 
therefore  to  keep  the  management  of  the  houfe  in 
their  own  hands,  till  they  die.     Indeed  the  law* 

*  Bratctz. 
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of  the  land  are  more  favourable  to  widows  and 
mothers  than  they  are  in  other  countries. 

With  fubftantial  people  the  marriage-contra&  is 
made  with  mercantile  pun&uality ;  the  common 
fort  enter  into  the  nuptial  (late,  for  its  peculiar 
purpofes,  as  young  as  they  can ;  and,  as  houfe- 
keeping  is  not  expenfive,  and  as  education  is 
neither  attended  with  coft  nor  trouble,  they  live 
as  much  at  their  eafe  as  before.  The  betrothing 
is  performed  with  ecclefiaftical  rites,  generally 
eight  days  previous  to  the  marriage,  and  is  indi£ 
foluble.  During  this  interval,  the  bride  is  only 
vifited  by  the  bridegroom,  and  the  girls  of  her 
acquaintance,  who  amufe  her  with  iinging.  On 
the  laft  evening  the  young  women  bring  the 
bride  into  the  hot-bath,  where  they  plait  arid  tie 
up  her  hair,  all  the  while  finging  ballads  defcrip- 
tjve  of  her  future  happinefi. 

The  marriage  is  folemnized  in  the  church,  be- 
fore the  altar,  whither  they  proceed,  with  the*, 
figure  of  fome  faint  carried  before  them.  During 
the  ceremony  a  crown  is  put  on  each  of  their 
heads.  The  prieft,  with  due  forms,-  changes  their 
rings,  reads  to  them  an  admonition  of  their  reci- 
procal duties,  gives  them  to  drink  of  a  cup  in 
token  of  the  prefent  union  of  their  fortunes,  and 
difmifies  them  with  his  Uefling. 

At  their  return  from  church  the  father  of  the 
bride  prefents  the  young  couple  with  a  loaf  of 
bread  and  fome  lai^  accompanied  with  a  wifh 

that 
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diat  they  may  never  know  the  want  of  .either, 
for  which  they  thank  him  on  their  knees.  They 
then  fit  down  to  fiipper,  and  when  the  fhift  that 
the  bride  is  to  put  om  has  been  inipe3ed,  the 
aew-mamed  pair  are  put  to  bed  This  flaft  is 
produced  the  next  day  to  the  guefta,  who,  upon 
feeing  the  tokens  of  virginity  upon  it,  felicitate 
the  mother  of  the  bride  on  that  fortunate  event. 
AU  things  considered,  it  need  not  be  mentioned 
that  thefe  tokens  never  fail  to  appear*  This  day 
paflfes  with  far  more  jollity  than  the  former,  as  the 
young  woman,  being  now  freed  from  all  reftraint, 
can  bear  a  part  in  the  fports  and  entertainments 
of  the  company. 

The  national,  diverfions  of  the  Ruffians  on  holi* 
days,  at  weddings,  -  and  other  occafions  of  fefti- 
yity,  are  very  diverfified,  and  have  great  rdem* 
blance  with  thofe  cuftomary  among  the  Perfians, 
the  Arabians,  and  the  Egyptians.  Their  mufic 
is  more  ufually  vocal  than  inftrumentaL  On  the 
whole  globe  we  fliali  fcarcely  meet  with  a  country 
where  the  fong  is  more  jovial  and  univerfal 
than  in  Ruffia.  They  all  fing  from  the  child  to 
the  hoary  head  of  age,  and  on  all  occafions,  old 
women  excepted,  even  while  at  the  mod  laborious 
and  toilfome  work,  and  generally  with  all  their 
might;  the  country-roads  re-echo  with  the  fongs 
of  the  drivers,  the  village-ftreets  with  the  merry 
voices  of  the  girls,  and  the  drinking-houfes  are 
never  without  a  concert    Their  fongs  are  funple 
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recftatJOae,  aatient  or  modem;  on  the  fubjeft  of 
love,  nature,  and  tales  of  chivalry,  giants,  and 
ktroest,  frequently  lewd,  and  their  melodies  uni* 
Jbfm  and  monotonous,  but  fbmetimes  pieafing 
eftough*  The  little  groups  ojf  girls  fitting  together 
*f  ai*  evening  and  finging*  are  very  entertaining. 
The  men  fing,  from  the  futtnefs  of  their  hearty 
exploits  of  fbldiers  or  kozaks  in  time  of  war,  or 
a  thou&nd  other  fubje&s  that  will  fait  their  awn 
ftyle  of  compofition  and  their  own  tunes  and  their 
thoughtlefr  merry  difpofitions,  reciting  fometimes 
tingle  words  or  lines  from  different  fongs,  in  every 
tune  and  for  whole  hours  together. 

The  inoft  complete  vocal  mufic  is  what  we  heat 
in  tlieir  churches  on  fnndays  and  holidays ;  which, 
as  the  church  allows  of  no  inftrumentai  mufic  in 
divine  worfhip,  ia  performed  by  fingers  cxprefely 
taught,  moitly  brought  from  the  Ukraine  for  the 
principfd  churches,  and  gives  great  fttisfa&ion 
even  to  people  of  tafte.  The  fubftance  is  ftavo- 
nian  poetry ;  the  notes  f  are  expreffed  by  points, 
after  the  very  old  fa/hion,  for  four  voices,  Th* 
prefent  choral  mufic  is  moftly  by  Mottete. 

The  moft  common  and  the  moil  peculiar  in* 
ftrument  of  the  nation  is  the  cow-horn.  It  is  a 
cornet  of  from  one  to  four  feet  in  length,  of 
4rood  or  tree-bark,  from  which  the  flout  lungs  of 
*  boor  can  produce  a  found  fomewhat  fimilar  to 

*  IgrUhL  f  In&clogies, 
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the  human  voice.  The  balalaika,  of  the  bandour 
kind,  of  very  antient  flavonian  origin,  is  a  com-, 
mon  inftrument  both  with  the  Ruffians  and  Tar- 
tars ;  according  to  Niebuhr  it  is  alfo  much  ufed 
in  Mgypt  and  Arabia.  The  body  of  it  is  an  ob- 
long femicircle,  about  a  fpan  in  length,  with  a 
neck,  or  finger-board,  of  four  fpans.  It  is  played 
on  with  the  fingers  like  the  bandour,  or  guitar ; 
but  has  only  two  wires,  one  of  which  gives  a  mo- 
notonous bafs,  and  by  the  other  the  piece  is  pro- 
duced. Under  the  touch  of  able  fingers,  accom- 
panied by  a  good  voice,  it  founds  agreeably 
enough  ;  and  therefore  it  is  not  unfrequently  feen 
in  the  hands  of  people  of  fafhion.  The  gudak  is 
a  miferable  violin  with  three  firings,  which  are  all 
touched  by  a  fliort  bow,  though  only  one  of  them 
is  fingered ;  it  is  not  plealing  to  eveiy  ear.  The 
dutka  confifts  of  two  parallel  reed-pipes,  each 
with  three  holes,  differing  in  their  notes  up  to  an 
oftave,  fo  that  it  ftrikes  the  hearer  as  if  two  were 
played  on  it.  On  this  antiquated  inftrument  only 
fimple.  tunes  can  be  produced.  The  rilek  is  a 
common  village-lyre ;  and  the  valinka  a  diminu- 
tive pair  of  bagpipes.  The  gufli  is  a  horizontal 
harp  with  wires,  played  on  with  the  fingers,  and 
is  competent  to  any  piece  of  mufic.  As  it  is  a 
pleafing  inftrument  even  without  the  accompani- 
ment of  the  voice,  it  is  much  in  rcqueft  at  the 
tables  of  country-noblemen,  the  overfcers  of  the 
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mines,  and  others,  *The  cornet  *  is  chiefly  in  ufc 
among  the  failors  and  boatmen  for  aiding  their 
voice  in  finging,  as  they  reft  upon  their  oars  in 
falling  down  the  current  of  the  rivers,  and  in 
fhort  when  they  have  nothing  better  to  do.  It 
is  rather  a  kind  of  fhawm,  of  birch-bark,  with 
fix  finger-holes,  and  a  mouth-piece  like  that  of  a 
trumpet.  The  lailors  make  a  jingling  noife  with 
two  bunches  of  little  bells,  in  time  with  their 
mufic. 

Dancing f  is  a  diverfion  every  where  followed. 
Even  the  common  people,  who  here  are  not  apt 
to  become  ftiff  with  work,  dance  to  admiration. 
They  generally  dance  to  the  voice.  The  univerfal 
dance  of  the  country  conlifts  in  frequent  genu- 
flexions of  the  man,  and  a  gentle  ftep  in  proper 
cadence  of  the  woman.  It  is  pantomimic  and 
very  engaging.  The  woman  lays  her  arms  on  her 
"bread  croffwife,  beckons  to  the  man  with  her 
fingers,  fhrugs  her  fhoulders,  and  glides  by  him 
hanging  down  her  head,  with  fome  fide  glances, 
without  giving  of  hands.  In  another  danc^,  the 
man  and  woman  fhew  a  repugnance  to  each  other ; 
they  reciprocally  pafs  by  with  averted  and  di£ 
dainful  looks ;  make  faces  of  derifion  at  one  an- 
other as  their  backs  are  towards  them ;  turn  about 
and  fhew  by  their  looks  and  geftures  an  ambiguous 
averfion.    The  dove-dance  J  exhibits  an  imitation 
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of  the  coa&mg  airs  of  fc^^-dovea  or  lovers* 
Generally  one  flajids  ftiU  to  the  other;  prefently 
the  man  dances  about  with  vehement  motion/ 
whUe  the  woman  proceeds  in  gentle  and  delicate 
movements.  Polifb  dances  are  alfo  much  in  ufcv 
not  only  in  the  Ukraine,  but  in  moft  other  parts 
of  .the  <x>untiy,  like  wife  during  tlie  winter  even* 
ing-couipanies*  are  very  common*  They  confift 
in  abfurd  and  ridiculous  mafquerades  by  young 
people.  They  fonietimes,  though  but  rarely,  put 
on  difguifes,  humouroufly  reprefent  grotefque  and 
romantic  flories,  imitate  particular  perfons  and 
animals,  and  ufuaUy  indulge  themfelves  in  coarfe 
and  licentious  buffooneries.  After  thefe  comedies, 
or  matyuerades,  which  are  fometimes  omitted,  the 
party  amufe  themfelves  with  fingipg,  dancing; 
playing  for  (lakes,  and  always  wkh  eating  and 
drinking. 

They  are  very  much  attached  to  gymnaftic  di- 
veriions.  In  fevere  winter-nights  the  ladies  make 
(ledge-parties,  in  which  there  is  always  much  ve- 
hement finging. ,  The  fwing  and  round-abouts 
are  diverfions  of  the  eafter  holidays.  The  fonner 
is  carried  to  great  perfection ;  five  or  fix  people 
(land  or  fit,  one  behind  another  on  a  plank, 
which  is  fwung  to  a  great  height.  Infiead  of  a 
plank,  fome  of  thefe  fwings  have  wooden  lion^ 
ikans,   bears,    coaches,    chairs,  fofas,  &c     The 
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prb  divert  tbe*ifelve&  m  Cummer  in  jumping  on  a 
board,  jefitog  ia  the  middle  on  *  block  of  wood 
a*  *  fulcrum ;  one  ftuutiag  cm  -cadi  end  of  tim 
beard,  they  alternately  bound  one  another  up  to 
a  furprifiqg  height.  The  drrcrfioo  of  the  ice-hill* 
baa  been  ddcribed  in  a  former  fefivm  of  this 
work.  Wneftling  and  boxiag*  are  another  dxv*x~ 
£on,  though  very  awkwardly  performed.  Ringing 
the  bells,  on  church  and  court  holidays,  is  a,  ipe- 
ties  of  exercife  of  which  they  are  remarkably 
fond;  hot  they  produce  nothing  like  harmony 
jfrom  them.  The  ible  excellency  confifia  in  linking 
ibe  .dappers  the  <oftene& 

in  the  country  the  women  are  generally  de- 
itvered  im  the  bath-room,  and  the  births  are  for 
the  mo&  part  happy  and  eafy.  The  prieft  ufually 
gives  the  child  the  name  of  the  faint  that  ftanda 
on  the  day  in  the  church-kalendar*  Every  one 
en  vifitmg  the  lying-in  woman  kifies  her,  and 
privately  flips  a  pcefent  in  money  under  her  pillow. 
.Dependents  make  ufe  of  thefe  opportunities  for 
-complimenting  their  fuperiors,  who  do  not  accept 
of  prefents. 

A  carelefe  dHpofitioa,  and  a  way  of  life  natu- 
rally aufiere,  an  exemption  from  very  toihbme 
labours,  and  the  ufe  of  the  bath,  but  efpecially  a 
-clear  and  bright  atmoiphere,  peculiar  to  Ruftta 
and  .Siberia,  keep  them  in  nnm\^hevi  health,  gooth 
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rally  to  a  good  old  age.  Even  the  fick  have  feldom 
recourfe  to  medicine. .  The  country  has  but  few, 
and  no  violent  difeafes  peculiar  to  it:  Sometimes 
in  fummer  a  fort  of  phthificky  complaint*  appears, 
efpecially  in  the  parts  bordering  on  the  Irtifli, 
affe&ing.both  men  and  cattle.  It  firft  fhews  itfelf 
by  a  bile  on  fome  part  of  the  body ;  and  though 
mortal  without  help,  is  not  contagious.  A  cer- 
tain cure  has  of  late  been  difcovered  for  it,  by 
making  an  incifion  in  the  bile,  quite  into  the 
found  flefh,  and  then  drefling  the  wound  with 
tobacco  2nd  fal  ammoniac.  In  the  confines  of 
the  upper  Lena,  fwelled-necks  are  common ; 
young  perfons,  however,  in  places  that  have  better 
water,  •  efcape  them.  About  the  Cafpian  they  are 
fubjeft  to  a  horrid,  flow-confuming,  mortal  le- 
profy,  called  the  Krimean-difeafe  f,  alfo  the  Black- 
ficknefe  X  >  hut  this  is  not  frequent 

Several  of  their  domeftic  remedies,  require  a 
patient  fortitude  truly  heroic.  A  mixture  of 
garlic,  onions,  and  fpanifh  pepper,  with  brandy, 
is  an  univerfal  medicine  for  all  diftempers.  Ve- 
nereal complaints,  which  are  fo  very  common, 
-.are  here  but  little  infefiious,  and  not  frequently 
even  by  coition,  are  cured  without  any  prepara- 
tion, by  mercurial  fublimate,  verdegris,  and  vi- 
triol, kneaded  and  baked  in  bread-cruft ;  never- 
thelefs  great  numbers  retain  injuries  from  it  for 

.    #  Yaffiia.    f  Krimikaia  bolefoa.     $  Tihornaia  nemotlh. 

the 
3 


^*_   . .  * . 


TH£  INHABITANTS.  '     65 

the  reft  of  their  lives,  and  not  a  few  faU  early 
vi&ims  to  death.  Wolf's  bane*  and  fneese- 
wort  f  are  taken  againft  almpft  all  accidents,  in 
huge  doles  by  eye-meafcre.  MoxaJ  of  mug- 
wort-flocks,  are  often  burnt  on  the  >  belly  for 
pains  of  the  bowels,  and  on  the  joints,  for  aching 
bones. 

The  dead  are  fincerely  and  long  lamented  by 
their  relations  and  friends;  but,  from  a  natural 
repugnance  to  the  idea  of  death,  they  ufe  but 
little  ceremony  with  the  corpfe.  They  put  o  nit 
a  fhrowd,  then  lay  it  in  a  coffin,  in  which  it  is 
brought,  open,  only  covered  with  a  pall,  to  the 
grave,  attended  by  priefb,  chanting  hymns,  and 
bearing  crofles  and  lighted  tapers  in  their  hands. 
Being  come  to  the  place  of  interment,  the  atten- 
dants take  leave  of  the  body  by  a  kifs,  give  it  a 
bleffing,  then  fatten  up  the  coffin,  let  it  down 
into  the  grave,  and  ihovel  in  the  earth.  On 
thefe  occafions  the  nobles  and  the  rich  put  on 
black,  but  others  make  no  change  in  their  dreft. 
The  lower  fort  bury  their  dead  in  their  ordinary- 
clothes.  Such  as  die  on  the  barks  upon  the  rivers 
are  taken  to  the  ihore  by  their  companions,  and 
there  put  in  the  ground,  without  any  other  cere- 
mony. Great  funeral  feafts  and  mourning  in 
black  clothes  are  not  cuftomary;  among  the  few 
dirties  they  ferve  about,  one  is  ufually  a  frumenty 
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of  foaked  wheat,  in  reference  to  the  pafTage  con- 
cerning a  fprouting  wheat-corn  in  John,  xii.  24. 
In  great  towns  the  funeral  obfequies  are  conduced, 
among  people  of  condition,  as  they  are  in  other 
countries. 

At  the  new  year  is  annually  held  a  feaft  of  the 
dead  #,  on  which  every  body  vifits  the  grave  of 
his  relations,  lays  fome  vi&uals  upon  it,  and  hears 
mafs,  in  payment  for  which  the  priefts  get  the 
vi&uals.  Profligates,  fuch  as  have  'come  to  a 
miferable  end,  and  all  who  have  died  without  the 
facrament,  were  formerly  thrown,  without  inhu- 
mation, into  a  hut  for  that  purpofef,  and,  on 
the  Thurfday  before  Whitfunday  ^,  were  buried 
by  the  clergy,  who  faid  mattes  for.  their  fouls,  at- 
tended by  the  inhabitants  of  the  place.  At  pre- 
fent  greater  indulgence  is  fhewn  to  thefe  poor 
wretches. 

The  antient  orthodox  Greek  religion,  to  which 
the  whole  nation  is  attached,  is  univerfally  ac- 
knowledged in  doftrine  and  difcipline.  We  fhall 
here  fpeak  only  of  its  externals.  The  churches 
and  the  facerdotal  veftments  are  very  magnificent. 
The  people  at  large  are  very  ftrift  in  the  obferv- 
ance  of  the  outward  forms  of  worfliip,  attendance  • 
on  mafs,  keeping  the  fafts,  (which  take  up  one- 
third  part  of  the  year,)  performance  of  domeftic 
devotions  morning  and  evening,   confeffion,  re- 

•'Raditelifabol.  f  Bogdoi  dom.  J  Sedinik. 
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C€iving  the  fdcrament,  &c.  To  build  churches 
is  a  meritorious  aft;  hence  it  is,  that  even  the 
fmalleft  towns  have  fuch  a  number  of  thefe  ftruc- 
tures,  and  fome  of  them  handfome.  As,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  feverity  of  the  winters,  it  is  neceflary 
to  heat  the  churches,  there  are  frequently  two 
churches  in  one  church-yard,  a  winter  and  a 
fummer  church;  at  other  times  they  confift  of  two 
ftories,  ufed  to  the  fame  purpofes.     The  clergy  ^Hf 

are  held  in  great  honour,  and  are  extremely  tole-  v 

rant  towards  all  other  profeffions  of  faith.  The 
titles  of  metropolitan  and  archbifhop  are  not  at- 
tached to  the  fee,  but  are  at  prefent  merely  per- 
fonal  diftin&ions  conferred  by  the  fovereign, 
^hich  give  the  poffeffors  no  additional  power,  and 
fcarcely  any  precedence.  Every  one,  on  meeting 
a  prieft,  kifles  his  hand,  in  return  for  which  he 
receives  his  bleffing  with  the  fign  of  the  crofe : 
this  cuftom  is  now,,  however,  pretty  much  con- 
fined to  country  places.  Paffion-week  is  kept  by 
every  perfon  in  great  apparent  folemnity,  with 
frequent  ceremonies  of  devotion,  to  which  they 
are  invited  by  (low  and  difmal  ftrokes  of  the 
church-bells :  but  the  eafter-week  is  pafled  pretty 
nearly  as  in  fome  other  countries,  in  various  di- 
verfions,  drunkennefs,  and  debauchery.  At  this 
feftival  it  is  the  univerfal  cuftom  all  over  the  em 
pire  to  prefent  each  other  with  an  egg,  accompa- 
nied with  a  kifs,  at  the  fame  time  faying:  Chrift 
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is  rifen  * !  to  which  the  other  replies :  He  is  rife* 
indeed  t ! 

In  fiiperftitious  notions  and  pra&ices  the  Ruf- 
fians are  as  little  deficient  as  their  neighbours. 
Many  of  them,  as  well  as  among  us,  believe  ia 
ghofts,  apparitions,  and  hobgoblins,  and  are  not 
fond  of  inhabiting  the  houfes  of  near  relations 
deceafed ;  whence  it  happens  that  many  houfes 
are  left  to  fall  in  ruins,  or  pafs  into  foreign  hands 
at  a  very  cheap  rate.  A  houfe  too,  whofe  owner 
fell  into  poverty,  or  was  otherwife  unfortunate, 
will  not  readily  find  a  purchafer,  becaufe  it  has 
ejefted  its  mafter.  On  the  Thurfday  before  Whit- 
funtide  the  girls  celebrate  the  feftival  of  the  *fla- 
vonian  goddefs  Lada  and  her  fon  Dida,  with 
fmging,  dancing,  and  decorating  a  birch-bufli 
with  garlands  of  ribbons  ;  which  they  afterwards 
throw  with  great  folemnity  into  a  river,,  and  learn, 
from  the  figures  the  ribbons  affume  in  the  current, 
who  they  fhall  wed,  and  what  their  fates  fhall  be 
in  marriage.  On  the  fifth  of  January  they  go  by 
night  into  a  crofs-ftreet,  or  into  a  cellar,  which  is 
called,  To  go  hearing  J,  and  fancy  they  hear,  in 
every  found,  the  prediftion  of  their  deftiny.  The 
day  after  Chriftraas  is  folemnized  by  the  midwives, 
becaufe  the  virgin  Mary's  midwife  had  a  great 
hand  in  thfc  redemption  of  the  world*  In  Perme, 
and  other  places,  they  believe  that  fome  witches, 

•  Chriflos  vofkreft !     f  Voiftinpoi  vofltrcft  i    J  Slufdut 
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by  their  incantations,  hare  the  power  of  do* 
frxring  the  female  fex  of  their  right  to  become 
mothers  *,  but  that  others  can  prefer  ve  it  invio- 
lably to  them;  therefore  brides  always  apply  to 
the  latter.  As  wives  are  fometimes  flighted  by 
their  hufbands  on  that  account)  paramours  find 
their  advantage  in  this  conceit  But  to  reckon 
up  all  the  fupcrftitious  fancies  ef  this  nature 
would  be  both  endlefs  and  unprofitable.  Their 
domovois  are  our  fairies,  and  their  vodovois  our 
water-goblins  or  wizzards  of  the  ftream. 

The  Poles,  related  to  the  Ruffians  by  defcent 
tad  language,  have  alfo  in  their  bodily  frame  fo 
xmach  fimilarity  with  them,  as  would  make  it 
plainly  perceptible  that  the  two  motions  originate 
from  the  fame  flock,  if  the  difference  of  the  na- 
tional character  were  not  fo  very  striking.  On 
the  whole  the  Poles  are  of  a  larger,  drier,  and 
mare  fiefhy  caft ;  their  countenance  is  open  and 
friendly;  their  bodily  ftru&ure  is  well-propor- 
tioned, and  only  the  neck  is  commonly  thicker 
with  them  than  is  ufual  among  the  other  european 
nations.  The  men  of  all  ranks  wear  whiikers, 
and  fhave  their  heads  in  fuch  manner  that  only  a 
lock  of  hair  remains  on  the  crown ;  a  particularity 
which  gives  them  in  the  eyes  of  other  Europeans 
%  foreign  and  almoft  an  aliattc  appearance.  The 
female  kx  ace  filmed  for  their  beauty  over  all  the 

•  Sportfluni. 
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north ;  to  the  peculiar  advantages  of  figure,  they' 
have  alfo  a  delicate  fliape,  fmall  elegant  feet  and 
fine  long  hair.  The  fame  flexibility,  which  we 
noticed  among  the  Ruffians,  is  alio  obfervable 
among  the  Poles :  their  looks  in  common  inter-? 
courfe  are  far  more  animated  and  lively. 

Firm  and  lafting  as  the  corporal  ftru&ure  of 
the  Poles  feems  to  be,  and"  great  as  the  tendency 
of  their  education  and  way  of  life  is  to  harden 
the  common  people ; ,  yet  the  hoft  of  difeafes  to 
which  this  nation  is  liable  is  comparatively  greater 
than  that  of  their  neighbours.  Whether  it  be 
the  quality  of  the  atmofphere,  which  is  rendered 
unwholefofne  by  the  numerous  and  large  moraffes, 
and  by  the  fituation  of  the  Carpathian  mountains 
receives  a  peculiar  acridity ;  whether  it  arifes 
from  the  want  of  good  potable  water,  or  the  un- 
cleanly way  of  living  fo  confpicuous  in  the  ma- 
jority of  the  inhabitants:  it  is,  however,  a  An- 
gular circumftance,  that  Poland  is  vifited  by  more 
violent  and  malignant  difeafes  than  the  more 
northerly  Ruffia,  and  that  they  are  there  more 
infe&ious  and  dangerous. 

;  In  the  polifli  provinces  which  now  belong  to 
the  ruffian  empire,  efpecially  in  Volhynia  and  the 
Ukraine,  where  the  country,  however,  in  com- 
parifon  with  Lithuania,  is  elevated  and  dry,  dif- 
orders  of  the  breaft,  intermittent  fevers,  fmall- 
pox,  worms,  plica  polonica,  itch,  and  venereal 
infe&ions,  arc  the  moft  current  difeafes.  Epide- 
mical 
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mical  chfeafes  are  rare ;  but  none  of  them  commit 
ftich  depredations  as  the  fmall-pox,  which  is 
partly  to  be  afcribed  to  bad  treatment  and  diet,  > 
but  principally  to  the  carelefihefs  of  the  people. 
Little  as  the  common  Turks  give  themfelves  any. 
concern  to  guard  againft  the  plague ;  not  a  whit 
more  does  the  polifh  peafant  take  any  pains  to 
ward  off  the  infection  of  the  moil  dangerous 
finall-pox.  The  fick  and  healthy  lie  together  with 
the  cattle  in  a  very  finali  iuclofure;  the.compreffed. 
exhalations,  and  the  ufuaily  immoderate  heat  of 
the  room,  impart  to  this  mafady  fuch  a  degree  ox 
malignity,  that  it  feems  little  fhort  of  a  miracle 
that  any  one  of  thefe  unfortunate  creatures  fhould 
efcape  with  his  life. 

The  ravages  of  this  diforder  are,  even  in  regard 
to  the  rude  climate,  every  where  great.  We  may 
confidently  ftate  the  mortality  at  fix  or  feven  out 
of  ten;  and  fuch  as  efcape  this  fate  are  atmoit 
always  cruelly  disfigured.  Hence  it  is  alio  that 
no  country  in  Europe  fo  fwarms  with  blind  people 
as  Poland.  If  we  except  thofe  who  are  become 
fo  by  the  plica  polonica,  the  remainder  may  im- 
pute this  dreadful  calamity  to  the  finall-pox*.  — 
Inoculation  is  only  prafiifed  in  large  towns,  in 
the  country  it  is  almoft  entirely  unknown ;  and 
where  the  mtrodu&ion  of  it  has  been  here  and 

•  Dela  Fontaine,  mifcelkneoos  diflertations  on  phytic  and 
faxgtxy  relating  to  Poland.    BrcfUu,  179a,  8ro>  p.  ill*  us* 
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there  attempted,  it  has  been  conftantly  nppeftd 
by  the  national  prejudice  fo  obftinate  as  not  to  he 
conquered. 

Preternatural  births  are  extremely  ran;  of 
e^ght  hundred  or  a  thousand  there  fcarcely  happens 
one  where  any  ohftetrical  art  it  necefiary. 

The  venereal  difeafe  in  great  towns  is  in  the 
j&tio  of  fix  to  ten;  fo  generally  has  this  dreadfiil 
evil  fpread.  In  the  Country  it  ifl  proportionately 
not  Ids  prevalent ;  once  it  happened  that  of  one 
hundred  recruits  eighty  were  inftded,  —  Of  the 
various  modifications  of  this  fubtile  peftilenca, 
none  are  moire  frequently  ohferved  than  venereal 
ulcers  in  the  nofe ;  and  there  is  perhaps  no  oeuntiy 
in  Europe  where  we  meet  with  more  perihns  with* 
out  nofes  than  in  Poland.  The  fevere  northern 
climate,  and  the  fuppreffed  perfpiration  which  is 
almoft  always  a  confequence  of  it,  exafperate  this 
difeafe  fo  much  that  even  one  brought  by  a  Pole 
from  a  warmer  country  is  eaficr  to  cure  than  one 
caqght  in  Polaad* 

All  the  diftempers  which  we  have  mv  been 
mentioning,  Poland  has  in  common  with  the 
ether  nations  of  our  part  of  the  globe;  hut  the 
matted  hair  is  an  affliction  altogether  peculiar  to 
that  country ;  and  therefore  claims,  on  this  ae» 
count,  as  well  t*  that  of  its  very  general  dtffo* 

«  De  la  Fontaine,  mifcclkaeoua  OBmtaMtm  oa  fkytt  and 
frrpery  rejafrf  to  Pofcnd.    Bctflau,  179*.    t*fc  p>  ip^r-i** 
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fion,  to  be  other  more  cmrumflantially  mentioned 
store. 

The  uaatted-locks,  clotted  hair,  or  plica  polo* 
aica,  is  an  endemial  difeafe  in  Poland  and  fome 
atf  die  adjacent  countries*  in  which  the  morbid 
matter  critically  fettles  in  the  hair,  and  dots  it 
together  in  fo  peculiar  a  manner,  that  it  cannot 
by  any  means  be  d&ntangied  or  combed  out. 

'  ♦  This  difeft  is  ntw  traced  from  the  fiance  of  the  Vital* 
(ta  which  it  it  indebted  for  iu  name)  into  the  Carpathian  moun- 
tains, Lithuania,  White  and  Red  Raffia,  and  Tartaiy.  — -  When 
and  in  what  region  it  may  have  firft  arifen,  cannot  be  precifely 
afcertained.  It  was  unknown  to  the  Greeks,  the  Romans,  and 
fte  Arabians.  Some  modern  writer*  place  its  origin  in  Europe 
in  the  year  13*7,  and  affirm  th*  k  was  Wrought  into  Poland  by 
the  Tartan;  —If  this  affertion  were  actually  proved,  it  would 
amply  repay  our  pains  to  examine  why  the  clotted-locks  have  not 
become  endemial  alfo  in  Ruflia  by  means  of  the  Tartars,  as  it  is 
well  known  that  a  great  part  of  this  empire  was  long  under  car* 
tartan  fuprtmacy,  and  the  intercoturfe  between  the  two  nation* 
ws*  to  great.  At  any  rate  it  b  a  remarkable  phanomenan  that 
ftp  infe&ums  a  difeafe,  confidertog  the  ck>fe  vicinky  and  the 
conftant  traffic  carried  on  between  Poland  and  Raffia,  and  the 
great  fimilarity  in  mode  of  life,  climate,  and  aliment,  has  not 
famd  its  way  among  the  latter  people*  Consequently,  the 
ground  of  it  mull  lie  either  in  the  local-quality  of  Poland* 
(which  however  de  la  Fontaine  abiblutely  denies,)  or  there  soft 
be  ibme  circamftance  in  the  ruffian  way  of  living,  which  dimi- 
nishes or  annihilates  their  difpofition  to  this  malady.  May  not 
perhaps  the  vapour-baths  produce  this  beneficial  eftd  ?  At  lea$ 
we  are  afliued  on  good  authority  that  warm  vapours  and  aaedi* 
ait**  ft?  prenjoting  pedpiraucm  aee  $mtm§  tfce  soft  neccflary 
Vt^nififtatoftcere, 

The 
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The  matter  of  the  difeafe,  however,  does  not 
always  depofit  itfelf  in  the  hair  alone,  but  fettles 
fometimes  alfo  in  the  nails  of  the  fingers  and  toes. 

This  dangerous  and  loathfome  difeafe  fpares 
neither  age  nor  fex,  nor  condition,  not  even 
foreigners  newly  arrived  in  Poland ;  n^y,  infants 
at  times  bring  it  with  them  into  the  world.  The 
lower  claifes  of  people  are  however  the  moft  fub- 
jeft  to  it,  boors,  beggars,  and  jews.  In  Vol- 
hynia  and  the  Ukraine  this  difeafe  is  among  the 
common  people  in  the  ratio  of  two  or  three  to 
ten;  among  the  nobility  and  the  fubftantial 
Jmrghers,  as  two  to  thirty  or  forty.  Many  thou- 
fands  of  perfons  pafs  their  whole  lives  entirely 
free  from  it;  others  have  it  fevjerai  times,  and 
fometimes  even  at  regular  periods.  Hair  of  all 
colours  is  equally  liable  to  it ;  but  moftly  the 
light-brown.  The  fofter  the  hair  the  more  eafily 
does  the  morbid  matter  pafs  into  it.  •  The  difeafe 
is  alfo  infe&ious ;  it  is  either  innate,  or  commu- 
nicated by  nurfes,  by  deeping  in  the  fame  bed 
with  an  infected  perfon,  or  by  clothes.  —  Even 
brutes  are  expofed  to  the  plica  polonica,  Specially 
thofe  which  have  long  hair. 

The  proximate  caufe  of  this  difeafe  is  a  fort  of 
huniour  with  which  phyficians  are  ftill  unac- 
quainted, and  is  not  lefs  difficult  to  be  afcertained 
than  the  venereal,  the  fcorbutic,  &c.  Thus 
much  however  is  apparent,  that  it  is  a  peculiarly 
vifcous  and  acrid  matter,  which  has  its  feat  in  the 

lymph, 
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lymph,  and  makes  a  depofit  in  the  hair  or  the 
nails,  which"  depofition  is  to  be  regarded  as  a> 
crifis,  The  caufes  of  this  matter  it  is  not  eafy  to 
afcertain;  for  neither  air,  nor  water,  nor  food, 
feem  direftly  to  contribute  any  thing  to  the  enu- 
cleation of  this  difeafe ;  cleanlinefs  and  frequent 
combing  of.  the  hair  are  no  fecurity .  againft  it ; 
neither  do  other  diftempers  feem  to  take  part  in 
the.  cjuifes  of  this  affliftion,  though  they  greatly . 
exaiperate  if  when  the  patient  is  at  the  fame  time 
attacked  by  them,  •* 

•  The  tranfit  of  the  matter  of  the  plica  polonica 
into  the  hair  happens  when  it  is  feparated  from 
the  common  mais  of  the  juices  and  is  fufficiently 
prepared  for  a  crifis.  Ere  this  crifi3  comes  on, 
the  patient  has  frequently  much  to  fuffer;  but 
fometimes  the  clots  form  without  his  feeling  the 
lead  previous  indifpofition.  If  the  phyfician  be 
Hot  fo  fortunate  as  to  draw  off  the  morbid  matter 
into  the  hair  or  into  the  nails,  or  this  be  not 
effefted  by  nature  herfeif,  then  the  cafe  of  the 
patient  is  extremely  dangerous :  for  if  the  morbid 
matter  fall  on  any  of  the  nobler  parts,  on  the 
brain,  or  the  lungs,  or  the  (lonjach,  it  brings  oar 
the  mod  cruel  of  mortal  difeafes ;  if  it  flow  to  the 
eyes,  it  caufes  inflammations,  cataracts,  &c.  HE 
It  be  fo  acrimonious  and  corrofive  as  to  attack* 
the  marrow  in  the  bones,  then  the  difeafe  is  gene? 
rally  incurable,  and  the  patient  dies  in  the  moft 
excruciating  torments. 

As 
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As  foom  as  the  crifi*  has  happetad  to  the  hair 
or  nails,  all  bad  fymptoms  ceafe,  and  the  patient 
gets  well  by  degrtes ;  but  if  the  fymptoms  return, 
it  is  then  a  ft***  fign  that  there  islftili  a  portion  of 
the  matter  remaining  in  the  juk*s>  which  fliouid 
Hkewife  pais  into  thofe  puts.  It  frequently  hap* 
pens,  when  the  morbid  matter  is  too  copious  to 
be  entirely  abforbed  by  the  hairs,  that  they  fnap 
in  the  middle,  and  it  ooaes  out  between  them  in 
great  quantity,  when  the  patient  is  plagued  with 
vermin  to  fuch  a  degree  as  cannot  be  described 
But  that  the  hair  fliouid  be  fo  diftended  that  blood 
Hows  out  of  it/  as  fome  anttent  authors  hav* 
afferted,  is  by  fco  means  the  feA.  —  When  th« 
dotted-lock  is  completely  formed,  benignant  na« 
ture  takes  care  to  repel  the  mHchief  by  producing 
new  hairs,  which  forcibly,  as  it  were,  feparate 
the  clotted-lock  from  the  head.  This  happens, 
though  but  fektam,  in  a  few  days  or  weeks,  but 
ordinarily  in  the  fpace  of  from  one  to  four  months, 
but  fomctimes  not  till  the  next  spring. 

The  method  of  treating  this  loathfome  and 
often  extremely  dangerous  difeaie,  is  naturally 
very  various,  according  to  the  different  fymptoms 
tad  covrib  of  it.  Both  inward  and  outward  re* 
medies  muft  be  employed.  At  its  very  firft  ap- 
pearance endeavours  mnft  be  ufed  to  thin  and 
mitigate  the  tough  acrimonious  matter  to  fit  it  for 
paffing  into  the  hair.  As  foon  as  the  crifis  cornea 
on,  medicines  that  promote  perforation  muft  be 

applied, 
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applied,  uniefe  there  be  any  degree  of  fever. 
When  the  crifis  is  once  over,  there  is  no  longer 
any  resign  for  apprehending  that  the  morbid 
matter  will  return  to  the  mafc  of  blood ;  except- 
ing in  the  ca&  when,  a  clottefModt  is  out  o$ 
into  which  the  morbid  matter  had  not  yet  fully 
paffed  *.  The  principal  outward  remedies  are 
warm  vapour  bathing  and  washing  the  hair  with 
vegetable  deco&ions.  —  When  all  outward  and 
inward  applications  to  disentangle  the  clotted* 
lock  have  been  tried  to  no  purpofe,  inoculation 
will  effe&  it  by  caufing  the  patient  to  put  on  a 

*  The  clotted-lock  may  be  cue  off  without  any  danger* 
when  it  hangs  to  found  freih-grown  hair,  and  has  loft  its  pecu- 
liar  ftench,  fat,  and  glofs.    For  being  quite  fecure  about  it,  at 
firft  let  only  fome  of  the  points  be  cut  off  daily ;  if  no  bad 
effe&s  enfae,  it  may  then  be  entirely  abfeinded  from  the  head, 
that  is,  in  the  after-grown  hair;  but  (what  is  extremely  curious) 
sot  without  pain  in  the  waift.  —  The  dreadful  confeqoeaces  of 
too  early  an  abfeiffion  have  made  Che  people  fo  fearful,  that 
they  will  feldom  allow  the  clotted  lock  to  be  cat  off,  even  when 
it  can  be  done  without  danger.    Hence  it  is  obfervable,  parti* 
cularly  among  the  common  people,  that  they  bear  their  clotted- 
lock*  till  they  fall  off  of  themfelves,  or,  if  this  do  not  happen; 
they  go  to  the  grave  with  them.  — -  The  national  cuftom  of 
ihaving  the  head  probably  took  its  rife  from  the  notion  that  by 
fo  doing  this  difeafe  would  be  prevented.    But,  as  we  have 
feen,  the  hair  is  exactly  the  fafeft  conductor  fele&ed  by  Nature 
herfelf,  for  difcharging  the  morbid  nutter  from  the  mafs  of 
blood ;  and  it  is  truly  amazing  that  the  polifh  nation,  after  fo 
long  experience,  has  not  aboU(hed  fo  pernicious  a  practice. 

9  hood 
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hood  or  cap  which  has  been  worn  by  one  infeded 
with  a  frefli  plica  *. 

The  lower  clafs  of  people  in  general  but  rarely 
apply  to  a  phyfician,    commonly,    either  from 
poverty  or  from  prejudice,  ufing  no  other  reme- 
dies than  fuch  as  are  known  to  them  from  vulgar 
experience.     Happily  the  diet  of  the  polifli  boors, 
on  the  whole,  is  the  mod  harmlefe,  becaufe  the 
moft  fimple,  that  can  be  conceived.     Every  kind 
Of  animal  food,  if  not  totally  unknown  to  them, 
is  at  leaft  very  feldom  put  upon  their  homely 
board.     Various  forts  of  grits,  pulfe,   and  pota- 
toes, are  their  common  nourifhment.     Sour  cab- 
bage, four  turneps,  four-crout,   and  other  anti- 
feptics,  they  eat  in  incredible  quantities.      One 
lpecies  of  national  food  defcrves  particular  notice, 
which  is  called  "  Barfzez."    This  is  a  foup,  in 
which  barley  or  grits  is  boiled  with  red  turneps  or 
cabbage  made  four,  and  which  affords  at  once  a 
weli-tafted  and  wholfome  food.     It  is  above  all 
tilings* to  this  mefs  that  the  Pole  is  indebted  for 
being  lefs  liable  to  the  fcurvy,  from  the  foul  air 
that  he  breathes  in  his  narrow  ftrongly  heated 
room,  than  he  otherwife  would  be.     And  ftill  lefs 
would  he  feel  it  if  intemperance  in  drinking  were 
not  fo  much  greater  among  the  vulgar  than  in 

any  other  country  f- 

The 

•  La  Fontaine,  paffim,  p.  5 — 50. 
f  The  account  which  de  la  Fontaine  gives  in  thefe  lines  of 
the  way  of  living  and  diet  of  the  Poles,  is  likewife  literally 

adapted 
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The  Lithuanians  in  their  bodily  ftru&ure  are 
between  the  Poles  and  the  Ruffians,  but  are 
ihorter  than  either.  Crouching  under  the  weight 
of  flavery  and  want,  their  phyfical  chara&er  alfo 
bears  the  marks  of  that  degradation  to  which 
that  once  fo  flourifhing  a  nation  is  funk.  —  In 
falubrity,  however,  they  are  far  better  than  in 
outward  circumftances :  we  find  among  them 
fewer  difeafes  than  among  the  Poles.  Almoft  all 
the  diftri&s  of  Lithuania  that  border  on  the  Baltic 
are  marfhy  and  wet ;  yet  intermittent  fevers  are 
extremely  rare ; *  alfo  the  clotted-locks  and  venereal 
taints  are  left  common  than  in  what  was  hereto- 
fore called  Great  and  Little  Poland.  The  ratio 
of  the  former  being  here  among  the  lower  orders 
as  four  to  forty,  and  among  the  higher  as  three 
to  ninety  or  a  hunded.  Cutaneous  eruptions, 
itch,  fcrofula,  he&ic  complaints,  tod  fevers,  are 
among  their  mod  current  diforders ;  no  difeafe  is 
however  fo  common  as  worms.  Inoculation  for 
the  fmall-pox  is  here  ftill  totally  unknown. 

The  defcription  which  we  have  here  to  make  of 
the  Lettes  is  not  much  more  favourable.     The 


adapted  to  the  ruffian  nation ;  potatoes  only  excepted,  which 
in  Raffia  are  little  cultivated  and  eaten.  The  "  Borfchtfch,"  as 
it  is  called  in  rufs,  is,  pipperly  fpeaking,  peculiar  to  the 
Ukraine ;  1diH  is  alfo  feen  ii\all  parts  of  Ruffia,  and  even  on  the 

« 

tables  of  the  foreigners  in  St.  Petcrfbttrg,  being  deemed  a 
wholefome,  well- tailed  foup. 

two 
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two  nations,  as  in  the  traits  of  their  hiftory,  bear 
alio  a  ftrong  refemblance  in  the  features  of  their 
face;  hard  fervice,   want  of  all  fuperior  cultivar 
tion,   deftitution  of  the  neceffaries  of  life  are 
deeply  imprinted  on  their  phyfiognoiny  in  legible 
chara&ers.     The  Lettes  are  very  Ihort  of  ftature ; 
among  the  women  particularly  are  many,  who,  in 
companion  with  other  nations,    might  pais  for 
dwarfs.     In  tolerable,  circumftanccs  their  bodies 
foon  become  flefhy:  but,  from  the  accounts  of 
impartial  eye-witnefles,    iufty  people  are  feldom 
feen.     None  of  the  Lettes  are  equal  in  ftrength 
to  the  german  pea&ntiy,  efpecially  a#  to  what 
concerns  lifting  and  carrying :  neverthelefs,  they 
endure  to  an  aftonilhing  degree  the  extremities  of 
froft  and  heat  and  continued  rains,  likewife  hard 
work  with  but  little  fleep,  to  all  which  climate, 
mode  of  living,    and  habit  greatly  contribute. 
The  hot-bath  is  likewife  much  in  ufe  among  the 
Lettes,  who,  like  the  Ruffians,  go  from  the  ex- 
treme heat  of  them  immediately  into  the  open  air; 
accordingly  they  are  feldom  heard  to  complain  of 
defluxions,  rheums,  catarrhs,  and  toothachs.     In 
general  they  are  but  little  acquainted  with  pre- 
vailing fickneffes;   both  plenty  and  want  feem 
equally  well  to  agree  with   their  confutations; 
even  to  a  very  advanced  age  their  teeth  are  firm 
and  found,  and  generally  very  white.     Spirituous 
liquors,  of  which  they  are  extremely  fond,  feem 
to  do  no  injury  to  their  health.  —  The  women 

bring 
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bring  forth  with  nrnek  ttrfo,  eoafcrrtwly  without 
a*ftaucev  and  ftandbgi  infirm  aJriWrett  am 
mtely  fan ;  tbtfy  are  fwafched  ojiij  icut  a.  fhort 
time,  veiy  fooo  crawl  uptm  the  groctnd  hi  alt 
weathers  cplite  naked,,  aid  their  nnr&s  tfaenjfefoer 
ate  cbftbest  of  fire  «r  fix  years  oid* 

Thd  nations  of  tine  Funrias  race,  like  moft  of 
the  northern  peopfe,  ate  but  of  ataaddjnig  height 
The  ttara£taiftic$  of  their  pbytiogaomp  are  as 
fblfows:  a  flat  fece  with  ftwk  cheefaiy  darb-jpey* 
eye*,  a  thi*  beard,  tawny  haft*  afod  a  fallow1 
eotftplexiod,  Thfe  deft? iptiofi  i»  ptftiadarly  agH 
ytfcabfe  to  the  IdpUndere;  among  the  final  the 
figure  is  ftnlevfat  ameliorated  toy  better  living 
tod  culture,  yet  th*  caft  of  fl*e  \H6agfe  i*  the  feme. 
The  Tfdheiemtffai  and  the  TfehuvaAto,  id  tkeir 
bodily  conformation  hire  more  of  the!  tartaraun  ; 
ntfrile  the  Movdymes  approach  nebftr  to  thd 
Ruffians  4nd  the  Vogjufes  to  th6  KaJmfc&  The! 
feft,  ad  ml  as  the  Oftwka,  bettay  their  rintagml 
orfgm  Vf  thehr  dark  faur,  as  the'  auburn  colout 
of  it  w  charaderiftic  of  «U  the  gctattine  finilifl* 
nations 

The  heakhy  ftate  of  the  finnifJi  people  proceeds 
from  their  climate  and  manner  of  life  They  are 
*U  of  a  ftroag  make,  and  know  little  of  bodily 

#  Hapel't  topographical  accouau  of  Iitoak  *od  EOkmia, 
torn,  ii,  p.  iai— 194, 

vol.  n.  a  ailments; 
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ailments ;  but  their  exceffi ve  propenfity  to  inflam* 
nmtory  liquors  undermines  their  phyfical  vigour. 
-*-  With  the  Laplanders  the  mortality  among  the 
children,  from  the  want  of  nurfing  and  care,  is 
wry  great;  and  few  aged  people  are  feen  among 
them.  Their,  moft  common-  difeafes  are  itch,  pul- 
inonary  diforders,  putrid,  fevers,  broken  bones, 
(which  frequently  happen  by  their  climbing  the 
enormous,  mountains  of  fnow  and  ice, )  and  difc 
tempers  of  the  eyes,  a  confequence  of  the  dazzling 
light  from  the  fnow,  together  with  the  fmoke  of 
their  huts.  Befides  a  number  of  fuperftitious  rites 
and  facrifices  adopted  againft  thefe  maladies,  in 
inward  complaints  they  principally  have  recourfe 
to  the  warm  blood  of  a  freih-killed  rein-deer,  and 
in  outward  ailments  to  the  cautery  of  burning 
fungus.  No  Laplander  will  venture  to  marry  till 
he  have  firft  killed  a  rein-deer  with  his  owtf  hand. 
Sterility  among  the  women  is  difgraceful,  but  rare ; 
they  bring  their  children  into  the  world  with  great 
facility,  and  always  on  that  occafion  enjoy  the 
afliftance  of  their  hufbands*  — The  Finns  are  uni- 
verfally  great  eaters,  and,  in  fpite  of  their  ftrong 
paffion  for  brandy,  not  unfrequently  attain  to  a 
very  advanced  age.  Thedifeafes  common  among 
them  are  dropiy,  fcurvy,  the  falling  ficknefs,  and 
above  all  hypochondria.  —  The  other  finnifh  na- 
tions know  little  or  nothing  of  thefe  maladies;  it 
is  however  very  remarkable,  that  the  'finall-pox 

weie 
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were  •  known  among  the  Oftiaks  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  the  Ruffians  *. 

The  tartab  ftem  divides  into  fo  many  branches, 
and  the  mode  of  living  and  government  of  them, 
even  within  the  ruffian  empire,  are  fo  various  and 
diftin&y  that  a  general  delineation  of  them  would 
be  next  to  impoffible.  Several  tartarian  tribes, 
by  commixture  with  other  nations,  have  oblite- 
rated their  original  impreffion;  and  by  the  ex: 
change  of  their  civil  conftitution,  their  religion, 
and  their  manners,  they  have  alfo  fo  much  disfigured 
their  phyfical  character,  that,  were  it  not  for  hif- 
torical  accounts,  we  ihould  fcarcely  be  able  to 
trace  out  their  origin.  This  may  particularly  be 
affirmed  of  every  branch  of  the  fiberian  Tartars, 
which,  for  the  mod  part,  now  bear  only  the  name3 
of  their  patriarchal  relatives,  and  fmce  their  fct- 
tlement  in  that  vail  defert  region  are  become 
either  true  Ruffians,  or  a  motley  breed  from  #11 
the  furrounding  nations.  Of  the  proper  Tartars 
thofe  of  Kazan,  Aftrakhan*  and  the  Krimea  have 
retained  their  national  peculiarity  even  in  exter- 
nals, and  therefor^  thefe  are  they  with  whom  we 
are  to  feek  out  the  chara&eriflic  marks  of  their 
bodily  ftrufture. 

The  genuine  unmiqgled  Tartar  is  of  middling 
ftature  and  lean.  His  head  has  an  oval  form,  the 
complexion  is  firefli  and  lively ;  the  mouth  and 

4 

*  Description  of  al)  the  nations  of  ty  ruffiftn  empire,  art. 
Thins.  * 
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The  little  narrow  eyes,  with  the  pointed  corner* 
running  to  the  nofe  and  the  temples,  are  particu- 
larly chara&eriftic.  The  nofe  is  Compreffed  and 
fmall,  the  chin  fhort,  the  lips  thick,  the  late 
growing  beard  very  fcanty,  the  teeth  white  and 
even.  The  large  ears  ftand  wide  from  the  head : 
the  complexion  copper-coloured  or  tawny,  but  the 
hair  black.  In  confequence  of  riding  fo  much 
on  horfeback,  and  from  their  ufual  pofture  in 
fitting,  the  Kalmuks  ate  generally  bow-kneed  at 
an  early  period  of  life.*  Feeling  and  tafte  are  in 
inoft  of  them  very  obtiife,  the  other  fenfes  gene- 
rally acute.  The  female  fex  are  only  diftinguhhed 
from  the  fame  form  by  their  fmallnefs  and  a  very 
delicate  (kin.1  —  Notwithftanding  the  duration  fo'f 
which  the  bodies  of  the. Kalmuks  feem  to  be  con- 
lbu6led,  malignant  difeafes  are  extremely  frequent 
among  them. '  The  fmall-pox  are  ufiially  mortal ; 
butrid  fevers  and  the  venereal  difeafe  carry  off  a 
great  part  of  their  population,  and  the  itch  is  a 
^peculiar  malady,  which  fhews  itfelf  here  particu- 
larly obftinate,  and  is  attended  by  bad  confe* 
quences.  School-mafters  are  at  the  fartie  time  phyfi- 
cians  ;  their  principal  remedies  confift  in  rhubarb; 
drugs,  the  greafe  and  brain  of  animals/  moxa  of 
artemifia,  and  the  like.  " 

The  Burets  refemble  the  Kalmuks  in  outward 
form  as  far  as  fome  flight  variations.  -  We  find; 
for  example,  more  lufiy  people  among  the  former; 
their   growth  of  hair    is   not  fo  copious,  ■  anft 

c 
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„  snaky  of  their  men  never  get  a  beard  '  The  coun- 
tenance is  fallow';  the  bodily  ftra&ure  has  bqt 
•little  folidity  or  ftrength :  a  Ruffian  of  equal  age 
and  fize  always  weighs  more  than  a .  Burset,'  and 
will  heat  feveral  of  them  in  boxing.  —  Notwith- 
Handing  this  feeble  conftitution,  die ,  Burets  are; 
however,  a  veiy.  healthy  people,  though  they  feU 
dom  attain,  to  an  advanced  age.  The  (hiall-po& 
was  formerly  very  deftrufiive  to  them ;  but  fince 
an  inocuktion-hofpital  has  been  irtftituted  at 
Jrkutlk,  the  mortality  occafioned  by  it  feeraa  to 
be  greatly  diminished.  The  Bursts  now  bring 
thither  not  only,  their  dhildren  in  multitudes,  but 
they  very  frequently  inoculate  themfebves.  The  itch, 
.which  is  very  pfual  among  them,  is  a.  confequence 
of  their  manner  of  living,  food,  and  clothing.  In 
ichronical  difeafes  they  ufe  the  warm- baths  on  the 
.eafb-fide  of  the  lake  Baikal  Their  phyficians  are 
.the  Schamanes,  who  pretend  to  heal  them  .more 
by  Sacrifices,  incantations,  and  fpells  than  by  na- 
tural means.  — The  Mongoles  in  their  pbyfidsfl 
cpnftruftion  approach  more  tQ  the  Kahnuks  than 
to  the  Bursts.  i 

Of  all  the  fiberian  nations  the  Tungcses  arfc 
moft  diftinguifiied  by  their  greater*  fymmetry  of 
form.  They  are  ufually  of  the  middling  fize,  will 
grown,  and  (lender :  <fl}e  face  is  lefs.  fiat  than  with 
the  Kalmnks;  the  eyes  are  little  but  lively,  and 
the  nofe  is  likewife  finall  but  well-fhaped :  the 
feeard  is  feldom  bufhy,  and  their  hair  is  black. 

g  4  Sight 


ft  catiMffruuwic*  m 

%be  ail  fcctafotf  a*  aflnafuqgty  adate.  ttte 
fflftajt  fer  out  veUHhaped  and  of  an  agweatt* 
if»fe.^O>f  iWtoftt  tUe^ipMW  Imt  iibtle;  p» 
frerfy  Jptaltfag  tbittP  are  ftOMpg  them  nam  at  nil 
2tf«*e«tekfe  tfayielckm tiito  to  besio\  ttUch  « 
piripg  partly  fc>  the  donate,  aartly  to  tlwrir  toil- 
fttttw  and  faaitois  manner  eft*  Ji&.  Thr  fen&fac 
tCCT&BoaHy  *)?pe*ip  among  dum,  aatl  duo  an» 
•aits  great  lavage*  Iboir  iflotetroqs  ariefts  an 
at  tbe  ifiwtf  tiiiw  ibeir  ffcyJci^a, 

its**  apprbfeh  antwr  to  the  north  ,ptft  k*th 
4be  jm*o*l  Bwi  wgetefcle  jjotfuiftums  ^  ngtun 
fcetojas  mwre  *aft  -mora  Bunted,  The  owUnaiy 
jfetotc  elf  the  SAttikTjBJDQgi  &*rtacu  toDceed*  four  .1* 
Are  feet,  ajid  thev'wtole  atadtaricr  ttoiYrijKxicb  with 
tkeir  dmribh  -ties.  Thjby  /are  OBmnwnly  ijuat 
fcuilt,  aedd  ham  Aort  legs ;  the  ht^  is  ihkk  asq} 
&Kx>th,  iheiiofe  flat,  the  ilmrer  fart  of  the  viftge 
ynfnhfwmt,  tte  nDiith  aod  eats  &rp  iaogo,  Aft  iiffc 
4hin;  and  the  whole  ai^uwated  iy  a  pur  irf  Iktte, 
hlacfc,  iong^flit  ejw.  Uto  fo  many  fematoes  «i* 
4sp*tmikfed  a  taaanyilcm  Apt^cfiA^a^B,  and 
black  briftly  hair,  which,  though  Sfmorw$j  &Wb- 
tcered,  is  enrafuify  ftoefced  uf r  Tin  female  *fex 
iare  rather  mom  <fle»dtr,  inijt  withal  left,  ftqil  o» 
tfet  vrhdlc  quite  as  idddum ;  tbrir  maturity  cnnoB 
ion  very  casly,  Aut  fioks  dfe  raaob  flhe  oarjaar  <ftr 
ipropagativiL  Maft  qf  the  £isb  ape  antbars  six 
*lraetaautthflrla^  tortihriroK*ria§o* 


ate  lanfly  pfdlifle,  and  before  the  thirtieth  year 
Aey  bare  already  done  bearing. 

The  4ame  bodily  4trutture  ami  1*ie  feme  features 
of  -face,  4rabje&  to  many  variations  from  hideous 
to  more  hideous,  are  appftieable  fflcewife  to  the 
eafi-fiberian  tribes.  The  Xamtshadales  aj$ 
equally  dwarfiih,  only  more  broad-fliouldere^ ; 
thick  bead,  long  flat  face,  little  eyes,  thm  lips, 
ftraggling  hair,  are  here  likewife  the  diief  linea- 
ments of  the  human  form.  The  kamtfliadale 
women,  on  the  other  hand,  form  forae  exception 
to  this  delineation ;  Aey  are  praifed;  at  leaft,  for 
a  fine  white  fltin,  very  KttJe  hands  and  feet,  djid 
withal  *a  better  proportion  of  limbs.  —  f  he  Xajnt- 
ihadaks  are  fubjeSt  to  few  ifitieffep,  fcuf  ^ripple? 
are  very  frequent  arming  the;n,  occa(ioj)ed  by 
their  dangeroqs  joyrnies  and  occupatiQns,  Tkc 
moft  current  diforders  are  the  fcurvy  ^d  tl>p  ye- 
nered  dtfeafe ;  Tlje  Jitter  was  l^nowi)  apiQng  t^em 
before  the  arrival  of  the  Ruffians.  The  dazzling 
MfeftfP  tf  Jfca  Jwk  wbioh  hne  Um  »  the 
§m«Bd4iifiog4hrtgPMtarp«tof  Iteyear,  tt<Ae 
caufe  ttf  frequent  ^itflatnmation  of  -die  eyes.  "Thd 
jmalUpox  is  fo  malignant  among  this  people,  from 
their  livipg  chiefly  on  fifh  and  other  aliment  that 
cafily  turn  to  putrefa&kra,  that,  like  the  plague, 
it  ufually  carries  off  a  whole  generation  when  once 
it  begins  to  be  rife.  Inoculation,  however,  has 
been  lpng  in  pra&ice  among  them ;  every  Kamt> 
thadate  performs  this  operation  on  himfelf,   by 

means 
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means  of  a  fifh-bone  dipped  in  the  variolous  pus, 
—  Both  men  and  women  are  alike  of  a  warm  ten>. 
perament;  the  acrid  juices  engendered  in  thefe 
ichthyophagi  by  food,  climate,  and  mode  of  life, 
give  them  an  incredible  propenfity  to  voluptuouf- 
ijefc  The  women  bear  eaiily  and  are  very  fruit-! 
fiii. 

The  form  of  the  Tschuktsches  and  Korvje-. 
kes  differs  fp  much  from  that  of  the  Kamtlha- 
dales,  that  thefe  people  mufl  neceflarily  be  of  a 
different  origin.  The  former  are  principally  difr 
tinguifhed  by  a  fmall  head  and  a  rQund  meagre 
face. — The  Kurils  incline  towards  the  Japan-:, 
nefe,  and  are  much  better  ihaped ;  a  great  part  of 
thefe  iflanders  have  fuch  a  quantity  qf  hair  over 
their  whole  body,  that  they  are  often  for  that  rea-. 
fbn  called  the  hairy  Kurils.  On  the  contrary, 
with  the  Aleu  tans,  evei*  the  beard  is  very  fcapty, 
and  the  fkin  completely  white ;  and  their  figure 
pn  the  whole  is  rather  agreeable  #, 

•  Ddfeription  of  alt  the  nations  that  cempofe  the  ruffian 
empire,  -r  Travels  of  the  academicians,  paffim.  —  Storeh's  hif-j 
torifch-ftatiftifchee  £«m*ldc  its  ruffifchen  reichs,  &c.  torn.  i. 
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BOOK    IV. 

*. 

pF    THE    SEVERAL    RANKS    OR    CLASSES    OF    * 

THE   SUBJECTS* 

...  • 

$ 

m» 

The  notion  commonly  prevalent,  that  formerly 

no  more  than  two  claffes  of  people  were  known  in 

RijiTia,  the  noble?  and  their  vaffals,  is  ill-founded. 

There  has  always  been  a  fort  of  middle  clafe,  and 

in  procefs  of  time  this  was  fplit  as  it  were  into 

feveral  others,     from  the  remoteft  periods  there 

.haye  always  been  cities;  for  example,  Novgorod 

and  Pfcove,  which  for  a  long  feries  of  time  were 

even  confidered  as  republics:  then  Kief,  Vlad*- 

*mir,  together  with*  others;  and  afterwards  Mofctf. 

"  Befides,  when  the  peafantry  firft  fell  into  vaffalage^ 

.  there  were  claffes  that  belonged  neither  to  them 

por  to  the  nobility ;  for,  not.to  me&tion  the  clergy, 

who 


i 
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who  have  ever  enjoyed  a  great  confideration,  there 
were  the  writers,  fhe  grjnqdvoifzi  *,  the  kozaks, 
and  feveral  others. 

In  moil  of  the  ftat^p  jq/f  £ufope  the  fuhje&s  are 
ufually  divided  into  three  claffes.  The  fame  num- 
ber ip  r&evtiqu&l  jn  fyifli^  ty  the  l#e^n^re£  in 
her  inftruftions  to  the  commtffion  for  making  a 
code  of  lavs:  and  this  with  the  greateft  pro- 
priety ;  as  fhe  had  legislation  chiefly  in  view,  and 
exprefsly  included  the  collateral  ranks.  She  fpeaks 
therefore  only  of  the  nobility ;  of  the  middle  clafe, 
in  which  the  clergy  is  rqp tyep94 ;  find  of  the  lower 

*  The  word  odnodvortzi  is  compounded  of  odxo%  one,  and 

**T<*  fe»fri  ¥4  tjHpffi*  fcBt*ea  WW*  <tf  <W  W**io» 
only ;  they  are  a  certain  fjp.  p/  jenfljan  pea&nts  who  were  ori- 
ginally nobles,  bat  being  reduced  to  poverty  by  various  cir- 
cumstances, were  obliged  to  till  with  their  own  hands  what 
Jktlc  Around,  thev  had  remaioinff  •  for  a  maintenance*  In  X>tD- 
ctfs  of  time!  people  of  different  4cnomin}tion9|  fuch  chiefly 
as  filled  inferior  offices  under  government,  came  and  (ettleji 
among  them ;  and  in  the  reign  ef  tsv  Peter  the,  great,  when 
*ury  iidrtrmin  was.  cMigtd  to  euli*  iw&tt  m  the  mj&arjr, 

4mr4  if  *Np*  «r«t  Hub  tf  <cf#4«*M  PWW*  <b*ff  tff* 

flong  wit^  jhefe  peafants,  £han  go  into  the,  fervice.  Thefe 
pta&nu  "have  their  own  landed  property,  which  they  can  dif- 
jwfe  of  «fdy  *e  tbofe  of  ,ffcair  own  conduien.    TOey  pay  all 

<*juim  import  |>y  g^rnuitrjt;  tjw*  fcejiht/ftr  H>tt»*P*  *> 
iSCEftJfe  auv  irada.  art,  -or  handicraft  x  and  10  ejftokw  them* 
Wy^Mwrw  PHr^^jpeeaye  ^thek^wn^difndtiojis  and 
the  |aws  of  the  country :  but  they  cannot  change  their  condi- 
'tion,  nor  remove  from  one  diftri&  and  ferlle  in  another,  without 
tawg£t*  obuiiinl  yttmiftonlfrat  tin;  fonrancot. 

clafe. 


■    itf  invito*.       ^  <rtT 

cfefi.    Wfc  rtiky  th6h  tfUhdtft  fatifle  Sdhete  tfr 
this  divifion ;  for,,  by  adopting  any  other1  IHft  fh&&' 
either  run  into  fanciful  cqnje&ures*  or  be  obliged 
to  make  arbitrary  diflindifas  wifllout  fignification, 
and  almoft  without  end 

One  author  divide*  thfe  h&an  fubjefts  into  five 
feveral  ranks  or  clafles  * ;  and  for  fuch  a  divifion 
arguments  nugr  be  brought:  .only   he  4heuldk 
not  have  iet  tbe  free  peaJants*  in  the  lame  cla&, 
with  the  vafial~boors,  it  bong  well  known  that* 
they  are  very  different  in  *qgard  to  their  rights. 
Neither  is  it  apparent  why  he  sffigns  a  partiaular 
dais  to  the  foreign  fettle^   face  they  belong- 
either  as  burghers  and  manufacturers  to  the  mid-, 
die,  or  as  huibandmen  to  the  lower  clafs.     I  am 
therefore  obliged  to  depart  a  little  from  the  divi- 
fion which  he  hob  adopted  as  well  to  from  tfrtit  t>f 
ftVefcd  6Vhtri. 

Not  to  loie  our  time  ttifeh  ra  idle  divifions  t>y 
tribes,  it  will  I  think  be  better  to  keep  principally 
in  view  thofe  three  leading  clafles  before-men-r 
tioned,  which  feem  to  admit  of  a  farther  divifion 
in  Tegaht  M  rights  and  cefifotulion**  .whetbet 
ibtftided  <m  torn  ami  privitegefedt  ton  witjienfrcitf* 
torn  attd  prfeffefiptfte  afage.  Atttftdihgly  Wettay 
divide  the  fbbjtft  itito  the  following  five  general 

♦  Porgoia's  difterlaUbn  3c  divcrfe  Inipeni  fc>&d  tfrfltofca* 
eonuflque  juribus,  Sec.  Hkl*  I  ?*6.  —  far.  Coice'ttMtoircfes'ohty' 
iburclaffes;  and  this  &tifi6u  too  totfytnfoifle  fttyfe&Jte  dc- 

fended.  J 

clafipss, 
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vrc  find  them  in  poffeffioir  of  bo  hewdftlrf  »h» 
lent  and  rffential  prerogative,  of  nope  but  what 
they  acqmted  from  the  office  of  bojfiatt*  or  that 
they'confifted  merely  in  pretentions ;  in  that  cafe 
the  antient  diftin&ion  between  the  higher  and 
lower  nobility  will  appear  to  be  very  infignificaat 
or  altogether  doubtful 

T!ue  ruffian  nobilityrc^eeially  in  Gf&t  Ktiffia, 
have  always  enjoyed  certain  peculiar  rights  aad 
privileges j  but  they  were  for  the  jnoft  part  only 
«JmwA  frtwn  long  ufage,  not  Itoftioned  by  any 
-written  law  or  even  cdmpaft  *  Thefe  privileges 
are :  f .  that  they  can  exclufively  poflefe,  landed 
eftetss ;  of  which  we  fhall  fpeak  more  particularly 
hereafter.  2.  They  can  not  only  alienate  or  feU 
their  tftatfes,  bat  tbey  can  ufe  them  at  pkafwe 
*vhett*rr  tho  monopolies  of  the  crown  form  n6 
limitations.  Thus,  a  nobleman  can  fet  lip  a  diftif- 
lety ;  but  only  for  his  own  ufesr  or  for  fale  to  the 
crown,  and  not  for  the  public  houfes  f ♦     3.  If  a 

aobLeHia* 


S eodtt  Aleseyevatoa  caeftd  the  fleppemiiye  ksAgU  (the  boola 
ef  ptligvoes  J  whence  the  nobility  drew  their  fiagiifer  ptttsri- 
4#n»*  to  be  doAroyed.  —  On  the  other  hand*  tht  rfcfikn  high 
notify  bad  fewer  prerogatives  than  the  gttmao*  efpetially  m 
wgasd  re  mvheeiai  jwifdiAkm  and  authority.. 

*  I  ftjr  fer  the  mod  part*  becaufe  feck  a  prvrilqge  has  rdall|r 
a  written  law  in  its  fcvaur  in  thte  Ufebeniew 

f  in  this  natter  feme  province*  have  greater  privifcgeb  than 

other**  bekg  allowed  »diiW  not  eaiy^fiMaira^^a^ 

*  for 


*  . 
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nobleman  be  found  guilty  of  any  high  crime,  he 
may  be  fentenccd  to  the  forfeiture  of  his  eftate, 
his  life,  and  his  honour,  confequently  his  nobility; 
but  he  can  never  be  made  a  vaflal.  4.  They  can 
arbitrarily  impofe  taxes  and  fervices  on  their  vaf- 
fals,  and  may  inflift  on  them  corporal  punifhment, 
fliort  of  putting  them  to  death  ;  a  written  law  in 
the  Ulofhenie  (the  old  law  of  the  land)  protefts 
them  in  this  matter #,  whereby  the  vaflal  is  for- 


for  the  public  houfes,  without  being  fubjeft  to  any  tax  upon  it. 
Of  this  fort  are  the  Don  kozaks,  the  land-owners  in  Little 
Ruffia,  the  proprietors  of  eftates  in  Livonia  and  Efthonia,  Sec. 
—  On  the  other  hand,  the  ruffian  nobility,  and  generally  in 
other  provinces  every  proprietor  of  land,  has  the  high  and  low 
chace  oh  his  own  grounds,  as  well  as  the  right  to  fet  up  mills 
at  pleafure,  without  paying  any  tribute  for  it. 

*  It  might  almoft  be  affirmed,  that  in  this  the  nobility  have 
a  greater  authority  than  the  crown  ever  exerciied  over  any  one 
of  its  fubje&s.  With  what  lenity  does  that  proceed  in  pardon- 
ing and  puniihing !  with  what  accuracy  and  caution  is  the  cafe 
inveftigated !  —  which  it  muft  be  confefled  but  feldom  happens 
in  the  ordinary  domeftic  correction,  where  paffion  frequently 
interferes.  Even  on  the  occafional  introduction  of  new  imports, 
the  crown  has  always  (hewn  great  indulgence ;  and  .when,  for 
example,  a  greater  obrok  is  impofed  on  its  own  people,  it  is 
declared  to  be  done  only  in  order  to  iefien  the  jealoufy  between 
the  boors  belonging  to  the  crown  and  thofe  of  the  nobility. 
However,  the  ruffian  nobles  ,arc  not  apt  to  abufe  the  authority 
they  have  over  the  boors,  but,  for  feveral  reafons*  ntoftly  behave 
with  humanity  towards  them.  Lords  that  exceed  all  bounds  in 
feverity  of  treatment  have,  in  order  to  refcue  the  boors,  been 
declared  impotent  of  mind,  which  made  it  neccflary  tojrat  them 
under  guaxdianfhip. 

.    vol.  ii.  h  bidden 
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bidden  trader  penalty  to  bear  witnefe  or  bring  any 
complaint  againft  his  lord.  5.  The  nobleman  is 
properly  not  refponfible  for  his  vaffals ;  when  the 
crown  has  any  requifition  to  make,  the  officer 
applies  to  thev village  *,  if  the  former  do  not  of 
his  own  accord  take  upon  him  the  delivery.  6.  His 
vaffals,  indeed,  bear  the  ordinary  public  |  burdens, 
namely,  the  foul-tax,  or  capitation  J,  the  fupply 
of  recruits  $,  and  the  furniihing  of  quarters  || ;  to 
which  may  be  added,  on  urgent  occafions,  the 
providing  of  horfes,  though  commonly  for  pay : 
but  to  new  and  unufual  public  fervices  or  exac- 

*  In  Livonia  and  Efthonia,  on  the  contrary,  the  nobleman 
muft  anfwer  and  pay  for  his  boors ;  otherwise,  not  his  village, 
but  he  incurs  an  execution.  Confequently  they  there  know 
nothing  of  crown-arrears,  fo  common  in  Ruffia,  where  they  are 
fometimes  remitted  by  an  a&  of  grace. 

+  Even  the  crown-boors  are  liable  to  them  in  Great  Ruffia. 

J  Ever  fince  its  firft  introduction  it  has  remained  the  fame, 
without  increase  or  alteration.  Thus,  the  crown  cannot  require 
the  noble-boors  to  work  it  out  at  the  mines,  though  it  can 
compel  its  own  boors  to  do  fo,  as  every  nobleman  may  his, 
whenever  he  thinks  fit. 

$  The  boors  muft,  indeed,  give  up  their  fons  as  recruits,  or 
find  fubftitutes  for  money ;  but  the  recruiting  likewife  aiFeds 
the  property  of  the  nobleman,  who  lofes  fome  of  his  vaflala  by 
it, 

||  The  boor  muft  take  thofe  quartered  upon  him  into  his  cot- 
tage, which  likewife  the  officer  muft  put  up  with.  But  of  late 
many  of  the  crown-villages  have  begun  to  ereft  particular 
quarters  for  the  officers,  and  fpacious  (tables  for  the  cavalry,  at 
their  own  expence,  that  they  may  live  the  more  quietly  in  their 
humble  habitations. 

tiontf 


.* 
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tionft  from  the  crown  without  pay,  fuch  as  mak- 
ing or  repairing  roads  and  forts,  or  guarding  and 
conducing  prifoners,  &c.  *  they  are  not  f  obliged, 
sjaccept,  if  I  am  not  miftakcn,  by  a  law  of  Peter 
the  great,  on  preflmg  emergencies.  7.  A  nobleman 
cannot  be  compelled  (at  lead  it  has  never  hap- 
pened) to  build  a  barrack  or  a  magazine  for  the 
crown,  or  to  raife  recruits  againil  his  will  J.  8,  His 
jttrftra  and  his  landed  property  are  exempt  from 

•  Par  fach  matters  the  crown  hires  the  neoeffitry  people. 
It  has  at  times  procured  voluntary  boors  for  a  ftiort  time*  aad 
fet  them  as  guards  over  prifoners,  with  fuch  arms  as  are  ufed 
by  the  kozaks.  Some  provinces,  for  example  Livonia  and 
fefthonia,  form  an  exception;  for  there  the  noble-boor  matt 
Cake  care  of  the  repairs  of  the  highways  gratis,  put  up  pefts) 
and  rails  where  necefiary,  and  fotnedmes  condu&  prifoners* 
*c. 

f  Whether,  however,  they  may  not  be  compelled  to  it,  I 
cannot  venture  to  decide. 

J  When  the  crown  wants  any  thing,  voluntary  contra&s  are 
made  for  it ;  and  the  neceflary  ftore-hbufes  muft  be  built  at  its 
expence.  —  It  is,  however,  quite  otherwife  in  fome  parts  of 
Livonia  and  Efthonia  >  for  there  the  nobleman  mod  build  and 
maintain  particular  quaiter-houfcs  or  barracks,  or  find  a  proper 
lodging  in  his  own  yard  for  the  officers  fent  him :  he  muft  alfo 
provide*  magazines,  keep  receivers  and  deliverers  there,  and  be 
aafwerable  for  all  damages ;  muft  fupply  the  poft-ftations  with 
buildings  and  forage ;  muft  give  up  certain  produlb  at  a  very 
moderate  price  whenever  the  crown  requires  itj  Sec.  On  the 
other  hand,  both  thefe  dukedoms  are  exempt  from  the  levy  of* 
recruits. 

h  2  tax*. 
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taxation  #.  —  The  privileges  of  the  nobility  have 
df  late,  by  a  manifefto  of  the  year  1785,  been  con- 
finned  and  enlarged.  They  can  now  have  their 
own  marshals ;  hold  affemblies,  which  cannot  be 
molefted  by  any  arreft ;  they  may  fet  up  manu- 
factories and  open  mines  on  their  own  ground, 
without  paying  any  tribute  to  the  crown  for* 
them. 

The  nobility,  likewife,  were  always  bound  to 
certain  duties.  One  of  the  moft  important  was 
to  ferve  the  government  with  inviolable  fidelity, 
which  is  implied  in  the  very  origin  of  nobility. 
In  Ruffia  this  had,  for  a  long  time,  the  appear- 
ance of  coercion.  At  firft,  as  in  the  old  germanic 
feudal  fyftem,  every  nobleman  was  obliged  to 
appear  in  the  field  with  his  fubje&s  at  his  own 
expence.  This  cuftom  ceafed  on  the  eftabliihment 
of  a  Handing  army,  and  to  the  fupport  of  which 
the  capitation-tax  was  impofed  on  the  boor :  ne- 
verthelefs,  the  nobleman  is  bound,  as  heretofore, 
to  ferve  the  empire  in  his  own  perfon ;  nor  can 
he,  without  exprefs  permiflion,  enter  into  any 
foreign  fervice.  But  the  emperor  Peter  I.  was 
defirous  that  his  nobility  fhould  travel,  improve 

*  He  can  ufc  his  lands,  fbrefts,  &c.  as  he  pleafes,  for  which 

he  pays  no  public  impoft.     Only  when  he  fells  his  eftatc,  to 

which  alfo  the  vaflals  are  reckoned,  either  he  or  the  purchafer 

muft  pay  a  certain  percentage  upon  it.    This,  as  well  as  the 

bcforementioned  levy  of  recruits,  may  be  confidercd  as  a  fort 
of  taxation. 

their 
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their  manners,  and  accept  of  foreign  *fervice, 
Peter  III.  declared,  in  a  manifefto  of  the  1 8th  of 
February  1762,  that  they  wtere  at  liberty  to  enter 
into  the  fervice  of  any  country  they  chofe,  or  t6 
live  on  their  eftates  without  ferving  at  all  f.  The 
late  emprefs  wiihed  to  encourage  thofe  few  who 
prefer  honour  to  their  private  convenience,  t6 
manifeft  their  proper  objeft  by  entering  into  mili- 
tary  or  civil  employment.  —  From  her  they  have 
now  received  a  written  prerogative  in  the  above- 
mentioned  manifefto  of  1785.  In  virtue  of  which 
the  nobles  of  every  government  are  inrolled  in 
the  book  of  nobility  in  fix  clafles  or  divifions  j 
neverthelefs,  all  the  fix  form  but  one  Angle  corps  : 
fo  that  the  lift  belonging  to  each  government  is  a 
fupplement  to  the  genealogical  book  of  the  col- 
Je&ive  nobility  of  the  whole  empire ;  wherein  no 

• 

•  At  leaft  he  recommended  it  to  them  in  very  exprefs  terms, 
on  oceafion  of  the  fplendid  and  elegant  appearance  of  count 
Beftuchef-Riumin,  afterwards  chancellor,  at  the  court  of  St. 
Petersburg,  on  his  arriving  from  a  foreign  embafly. 

f  It  has  been  imagined  by  fome  that  the  nobles  were  not 
free  till  then ;  and  that  they  were  before  no  better  than  a  par- 
cel of  flaves  or  Vaflals.  -—  Indeed  even  the  greateft  boyar,  in  his 
letters  and  ftatements  to  the  monarch,  always  fubfcribed  himfelf 
Us  (lave ;  but  this  was  the  ftyle  of  the  times,  and  fignified  no* 
thing  more  than  what "  your  mod  devoted  humble  fervant"  does 
at  prefent.  —  As  fubje&s  in  other  countries  are  bound  to  the  fer- 
vice of  their  country ;  and,  even  in  our  own,  on  the  Ifluing  of 
a  proclamation,  every  man  muft  hurry  home,  fo  it  was  with  the 
ruffian  nobility,  though  fomewhat  more  general  and  compul- 
fory. 

h  3  regard 
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regard  it  paid  to  birth,  origin,  rank,  religfon,  o? 
language. 

The  fix  claffes  or  divifioqs  are  according  to  the 
order  prefcribed  in  the  manifefto:  1.  The  real 
nobility,  who  can  fhew  their  diploma,  arms,  and 
Jfeal,  or  fufficient  teftimony  that  they  have  been  of 
the  real  nobility  one  hundred  year*.  2.  The  mili- 
tary nobility,  confiftmg  of  officer*  of  fcirth  not 
coble,  but  by  their  military  fervice,  in  conformity 
to  the  uk&fe  of  Peter  I.  bearing  date  Jan.  16, 
17$1  j  are  ennobled,  with  their  children  and  pofte* 
rity #.  They  have  no  need  of  a  diploma :  their 
commiffion  as  officers  fupplies  its  place.  3.  The 
eight-clafe  nobility,  or  perfons  belonging  to  the 
firft  eight  degrees  of  rank  | :  they  are  efteemed 
equal  to  the  moft  antient  nobility.  4.  Foreigners, 
defending  from  families  of  foreign  countries. 
5.  The  families  honoured  with  titles,  princes, 
counts,  and  barons.  6.  The  antient  noble  races 
who  can  prove  the  antiquity  of  their  nobility^ 
although  their  noble  origin  be  covered  with  obfcij* 
nty. 

*  The  name  of  fuch  as  have  prjy  perfopal  nobility  4o*  ntf 
appear  ii*  t]ie  book  of  pedigrees. 

f  From  the  ftafF»officer  upwards;  alfo  fuch  as  have,  the  ftuw 
rank  in  the  court  and  civil  fervice,  e.g.  court-counfeUors>  coon* 
fellors  of  ifete,  have  the  brigadier's  rank ;  a&ual  counfeliors  of 
tote  have  the  rank  of  major-general,  and  are  addreffod  by  the 
flyle  of  excellence. 

In 
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In  regard  to  the  military  and  eight-clafs  nobi- 
lity, it  ihould  farther  be  obferved,  that  there  are 
mercantile  people  who  have  received  the  charac- 
ters of  ftaff  and  fuperior  officers.  In  relation  to 
them  a  ukafe  was  iffued  by  her  majefty,  dated  the 
J  3th  of  Feb.  1790,  that  thofewho,  according  to 
the  ukafe  of  Nov.  18,  1766,  have  fuch  charac- 
ters might  be  contra&ors  and  farmers  to  the  crown, 
but  were  not  permitted  to  purchafe  eftates,  nor 
be  united  with  the  nobility  who  are  inrolled  in  the 
tables  of  rank-  But  merchants,  who  have  re- 
ceived their  chara&er  according  to  the  regulation 
provided  for  the  military  and  civil  fervices,  may 
not  undertake  any  contra&s  or  farmings,  but  are 
admitted  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  art 
granted  to  deferring  perfon*  by  the  ukafe  of 
Peter  I,  and  by  that  of  her  late  majefty  Cathe- 
rine II.  of  April  21,  1785. 

Formerly  the  ruffian  nobility  confifted  only  of 
princes*,  and  the  ordinary  noblefle;  and  the 
fovereign  granted  no  other  than  tbefe  two  digni- 
ties :  but  fince  the  commencement  of  the  eigh- 
teenth century  counts  and  barons  have  been  added, 
who  have  received  their  dignities  either  from  the 
ruffian  monarch  or  the  emperor  of  Germany.  — 
The  nobility  of  the  empire  is  very  numerous  f ,  and 

is 

*  Knaefts. 

+  Efpecially  about  Mofco  i  the  more  wealthy  rcfide  in  that 
city ;  and  a  certain  pride  is  very  obfervable  in  them  therf , 
which  however  does  not  difplay  itfelf  much  in  their  intercourft 

h  4  with 
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is  increafing  daily  not  only  by  defcent,  but  alfo 
by  fervice,  rank,  title,  alien  pedigree,  and  foreign 
diploma  * 

The  nobility  confifts  at  prefent  of  feveral  clafles 
or  orders,  Tuch  as:  1.  Princes,  whofe  number 
is  extremely  large.  Some  are  fprung  from  the 
blood  of  reigning  princes,  as  the  families  of  DoU 
goruki,  Vazemfkoi,  Cherkafkoi,  ChilkofJ  &c. 
Others  defcend  from  Poles,  as  Golitzin;  and 
others  have  been  raifcd  to  the  princely  rank.  Seve- 
ral are  of  tartarian  pedigree.  Many  have  been 
created  princes  in  order  to  gain  them  over,  as 
being  the  principal  perfons  in  a  place  befieged ; 
even  myrzas  have  received  this  dignity  on  allowing 
theinfelves  to  be  baptized.  —  Without  military 
rank  obtained  by  fervice,  they  bear  indeed  the 
title  of  princes,  but  they  have  no  pre-eminence 
attached  to  their  birth,  nor  any  precedence  over 
the  other  nobility  that  are  in  the  fervice.  Only 
their  fons  that  have  merit  are  preferred  before 


with  others,  but  arifes  merely  from  a  confeioufnefs  of  their 
own  importance,  and  is  only  difcerniblc  in  their  carriage  and 
'deportment. 

*  In  Livonia  merchants  and  others  fomethnes  endeavour  to 
get  a  patent  of  nobility  from  abroad  (as  in  Peterfburg  i%  can 
only  be  obtained  by  fervice)  to  qualify  themfelves  for  purchafing 
an  eftate,  or  to  exempt  them  from  perfonal  taxes,  or  that  t^eir 
children  who  are  in  the  army  or  navy  may  be  the  fooner  ad- 
vanced. By  this  means  a  great  deal  of  money  goes  out  of  the 
country. 

others. 
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others.  The  daughter  of  a  prince,  without  injury 
to  her  honour,  marries  a  fimple  nobleman.  No 
ruffian  prince  poffeffes  or  derives  his  name  or  title 
from  a  principality ;  though  many  of  them  are 
owners  of  eftates  far  more  extenfive  than  the  ter- 
ritory of  fome  fovereign  princes  in  Germany. 

The  princes  of  the  german  empire,  as  well  by 
inheritance  as  creation,  form  a  particular  and  pre- 
eminent clafi  of  princes ;  they  receive  the  title  of 
Highnefs,  and  their  children  are  ftyled  princes 
and  princeffes  *. 

Among  the  princes  we  may  not  improperly 
reckon  the  khans,  &c.  who  govern  the  tribes  of 
the  fteppes,  under  the  ruffian  fovereignty,  though 
they  are  not  ftyled  princes.  So  alfo  the  ataman 
of  the  kozaks  of  the  Don,  for  the  time  being, 
may  well  be  admitted  under  this  head. 

2.  Counts  are  much  fewer  in  number  than 
princes,  to  whom  they  are  properly  not  inferior 
in  dignity,  rank,  and  authofHy.  They  have  their 
title  either  from  the  ruffian  fovereign  or  from  the 
german  court,  and  would  not  willingly  exchange 
it  for  that  of  prince.  They  .poflefs  no  territorial 
county,  and  the  german  title,  Gra£  is  adopted 
into  the  ruffian  language. 

3.   Barons,  or  freyherrn,  free-lords ;  the  liber 
homo,  perhaps,  of  the  antient  charters  and  ftatutes 

*  The  children  of  common  ruffian  princes,  or  even  of  khans, 
do  not  receive  this  title :  the  former  are  called  princes  and 
princefles. 

of 
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pf  England.  Ruffia  has  but  few  barons ;  for  a 
Jong  time  the  family  of  Stroganof  was  the  only 
one  of  that  empire  that  was  honoured  with  this 
title.  The  late  emprefs  raifed  feveral  perfons  to 
it ;  amopg  whom  we  have  feen  three  of  our  own 
countrymen,  baron  Dimfdale  with  his  fon  baron 
Nathanael  Dimfdale,  and  baron  Sutherland  late 
banker  to  her  majefty. 

4.  Simple  noblemen,  whofe  number  is  ex* 
ceedingly  great  Among  them  are  very  rich  fami- 
lies, poffefling  eftates  in  land  of  greater  furface 
than  many  a  dukedom ;  but  alfo  puinbers  that  are 
poor,  who  have  neither  a  peafant  nor  a  foot  of 
land  belonging  to  them.  A  general  officer,  ftill 
alive,  being  on  a  journey  in  Siberia,  came  to  a 
village  which  was  almoft  entirely  inhabited  by 
noblemen ;  who,  having  no  boors,  carried  on  their 
husbandry  with  their  own  liand-labour,  as  is  the 
common  pra&ice  with  fome*  of  the  petty  nobleff* 
of  Poland.  m 

$.  Djsti-boyarskje,  or  boyars'-chiidren,  and 
the  patriarchal,  as  alfo  the  epifcopal  nobles ;  of 
whom  fome  poffefs  real  nobility,  white  others  are 
pnregiftered  in  the  capitation.  The  antient  re* 
fpeftable  boyars,  who  poffeffed  an  extenfive  pro- 
perty in  land,  erefted  a  fort  of  dominion  around 
them,  in  conformity  with  their  feudal  notions, 
and  raifed  fome  of  their  vaflals  to  diftin&ion  over 
the  reft,  under  the  name  of  Dieti-boyarfkie,  i.  e, 
boyars'-children,    who  were  to  ferve  the  ftatc, 

Their 
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Their  example  was  foon  fpllowed  by  the  fuperio* 
clergy  who  had  large  poffeffions;  efpecially  the 
patriarch,  who  took  upon  him,  like  the  fovereign, 
to  elevate  perfons  under  his  prote6lion  to  the  rftnfe 
of  nobility,  and  to  grant  them  eftates.  The  t#ars 
afterwards  conferred  real  nobility  on  fome  of  them 
who  had  fliewn  therofelves  worthy  of  it  by  abilities 
and  merit.  —  The  governors  of  provinces  likewiffc 
formerly  appointed  feveral  kozaks  that  were  ft** 
tioned  in  towns  to  the  dignity  of  boyar-childre^ 
?nd  nobleffe ;  as  a  reward  for  their  Services  either 
in  the  miHtaiy  or  civil  department:  ypt  they 
^puld  not  confer  on  them  real  nobility,  nor  havfl 
they  ever  been  held  in  equal  confederation  witb 
that  which  follows  it-  •**-  In  the  eighteenth  C&& 
tuiy,  when  the  capitation-tax  $md  the  delivery  of 
recruits  were  introduced,  fuch  of  the  boy&r-chik 
dren,  and  epifcopal  or  patriarchal  gobletfe,  a* 
had  vaffajs,  were  admitted  into  the  number  of 
real  nobles :  others  remained  fubje&  to  perfcnil 
fcrvices ;  or,  if  they  had  entered  into  guilds  and 
corporation  companies,  they  were  regiftered  t* 
the  capitation.  —  Their  rank  and  their  right  to 
poflefe  eftates  are,  however;  held  by  fome  to  be 
very  prpblematical. 

It  being  a  maxim  with  the  ruffian  (bvereigas 
not  more  exprefsly  to  fevour  the  antient  tha*  the 
new  nobility,  and  princes  not  more  vifibly  than 
the  other  nobles ;  infomuch,  that  even,  according 
to  the  regulation  for  equipages  publiihed  a  few 

years 
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years  ago,  the  nobleman  who  has  not  ferved,  mull 
drive  an  inferior  equipage  in  towns,  that  is,  with 
only  one  horfe,  to  the  merchant,  who  may  be  drawn 
in  his  coach  with  two  or  four  horfes  at  his  difcre- 
tion  :  it  follows,  that  every  one  muft  drive  to  raife 
himfelf  by  good  behaviour  and  fervices  performed 
to  the  ftate,  if  he  will  not  fink  into  oblivion,  and 
live  in  his  village  without  authority  or  confe- 
quence.  For  birth  here  gives  but  little  claim  to 
preference  and  confideration ;  both  are  regulated 
by  the  degree  of  rank  acquired  by  fervice.  Birth 
merely  facilitates  the  way  to  honour.  Accordingly 
there  is  not  one  place  of  rank  -which  the  new 
noble  or  the  man  of  not-noble  birth  may  not  fill. 
No  queftion  is  ever  put  concerning  anceftry;  and 
the  officer's  wife,  who  may  be  the  daughter  of  a 
burgher,  appears  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
mod  antient  princefs  at  the  imperial  court,  where 
they  both  receive  the  refpeft  attached  to  the  rank 
of  their  huiband 

Though  it  fliould  appear  from  the  charter 
granted  by  her  late  majefty  in  1785,  as  well  as 
from  feveral  antient  laws,  that  the  right  of  pof- 
fefling  landed  eftates  is  granted  only  to  the  no- 
bility ;  yet  it  would  be  wrong  to  conclude  thence, 
that  the  nobleman  only  and  exclufively  may  pof- 
fefe  property  in  land  throughout  the  whole  em- 
pire ;  or  that  by  thofe  ukafes  the  rights  of  other 
ranks  and  clafles  were  abolifhed.  It  is  not  to  be 
denied,  that  on  a  flight  view,  thofe  ukafes  feem 

to 
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to  appropriate  folely  to  the  nobility  the  right  of 
being  land-owners;  nay,  there  is  an  ukafe  by 
which  merchants,  who,  though  of  the  chara&er 
of  flafF  and  upper  officers,  but  have  not  the  en- 
tire noble  pre-eminence,  were  prohibited  the  pur- 
chafe  of  eftates:  confequently,  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  the  nobility  were  not  contrafted  with  the. 
vaffals  or  hereditary  boors,  but  with  the  other 
ranks.  It  is  no  lefs  undeniable,  that  not  only, 
private  perfons  and  particular  ranks*,  but  alfo 
whole  tribes  belonging  in  no  refpeft  to  the  no- 
bility, poffefc  a  real  landed  property,  eftates,  nay 
entire  diftri&s  and  provinces :  we  fee  a  ptoof  of 
this  in  the  odnodvortzi  and  the  kozaks  of  Little 
Ruffia,  each  of  whom  has  his  little  heritable 
eftate ;  fo  likewife  the  Don  kozaks,  who  are  real 
proprietors  of  the  whole  of  their  extenfive 
country,  in  which  they  have  their  lands  and  cow- 
yards;  thus  alfo  the  Tartars,  Bafchkirs,  and  Vo- 
gules,  who  fell  or  let  out  large  tra&s  of  land  or 
fbrefts  of  their  own  hereditary  poffeffiotts,  to  the 
proprietors  of  mines.  Ruffian  merchants  too, 
fince  the  reign  of  Peter  I.  poffefs  property  in  land 
and  boors:  alfo  in  Livonia  and  Efthonia  real 
landed  eftates  have  belonged  from  time  imme- 
morial to  particular  towns  and  bodies  corporate ; 
and  the  emprefs  Catharine  II.  latterly  made  a  free- 

♦.Monafteries  and  churches  have  ftill  in  Raffia  many  parcels 
cjF  Jand  belonging  to  them  ;  but  feveral  livonian  and  efthoniad 
paftoratesare  real  eftates  provided  with  vaflals. 

gift 
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gift  of  the  eftate  of  Vieratz  in  perpetuity  to  the 
incorporated  burghers  of  the  kreisftadt  Fellin. 
That  even  fimple  boors  may  buy  a  village  with  all 
the  people  belonging  to  it,  will  hereafter  be  fhewn 
from  ukafes  when  we  come  to  ipeak  of  the  pea- 
ikntry.  Oil  the  whole  then  it  appears,  that  in 
the  expreffiort  of  the  ukafes  above-mentioned, 
there  is  a  manifeft  obfeurity  which  may  eafily  lead 
into  miftakes  #.  In  Livonia  the  laws  reftriding 
the  poffeffion  of  land  have  given  rife  to  the  prac- 
tice of  procuring  patents  of  nobility  from  Vienna, 
or  at  leaft  titles  that  confer  the  rank  of  nobles, 
by  perfons  of  unnoble  birth  when  they  wiih  to 
pnrchafe  eftatcs. 

The  noble  eftates  in  Ruffia  were  formerly  of 
«wo  entirely  different  fpecies:  thi  one  termed 
knd-eftates,  the  other  hereditary  eftate*;  for 
Peter  L  in  1714  introduced  a  fort  of  majority,  or 
indivisibility,  fo  that  the  pofleffor  of  an  eftate 
could  make  it  over  to  Which  of  bis  children  he 
jdeafed.  This  diverfity  was  the  caufe  of  many 
difficulties  in  hereditary  fucceffion.  By  an  ukafe 
Hearing  date  the  17th  of  March  1731,  the  em- 
prefe  Anna  entirely  repealed  it;  abolished  the 
knd-cftates,  and  declared  all  to  be  hereditary  to 
which  *  complete  right  of  property  and  free  di£ 
pG&l  were  attached*     From  that  time  thefe  he?e- 

•  Thofc  laws  fatei  to  refete  principally  to  Gmt  Rtife  j  aftd 
thete  only  to  fadtdfete*  to  which  vafiab  belong,  thongk  witk 
fomc  limitatteo* 

ditaiy 
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ditary  eftates  have  been  inherited  and  fold  as  fuch. 
Only  in  Livonia  and  Efthonia  there  were  ftill  fiefs, 
whofe  legitimacy  was  Uable  to  fome  doubt,  and  on 
an  examination  being  ordered  it  caufed  cruel  ap- 
prehenfions  to  their  owners.  But  the  late  cmprefs 
quieted  their  fears,  to  the  happinefi  of  thefe  two 
dukedoms,  by  an  ukafe  of  May  3,  1783,  whereby 
all  fiefi  are  abolifhed,  and  thofe  eftates  are  con- 
verted into  real  hereditary  property  with  liberty 
of  alienation. 

Of  the  ruffian  eftates  it  is  farther  to  be  re- 
marked: 1.  That  they  are  vulgarly  called  villages, 
the  value  of  greatnefe  of  which  is  eftimated  by 
the  fouls,  i.  e.  the  male  heads  of  peafantry,  as 
in  general  every  proprietary  reckons  his  riches 
according  to  fouls.  When  a  proprietary  wants  to 
borrow  money  of  the  lombard,  it  will  advance  him 
forty  rubles  for  every  foul  comprehended  in  the 
mortgage :  the  females  are  never  taken  into  the 
account.  2.  In  heritages  the  eftate  is  divided 
among  all  the  children  of  both  fexe§ ;  hence  it  is 
that  at  times  a  village  belongs  to  feveral  lords, 
each  of  whom  poffeffes  a  certain  number  of  fouta 
upon  it,  and  if  he  will  he  may  go  and  live  upon 
it,  condu&  his  own  husbandry,  or  leave  the  care 
of  it  to  his  boors ;  becaufe  all  the  ground  and  foil 
are  his  property.  On  failure  6f  &  direft  heir, 
fbmetimes  a  family  privilege  comes  in  force ;  i£ 
for  inftance,  the  mother  die,  fhe  leaves  the  eftate 
brought  by  her  to  her  children;  but,  on  their 

1  dying 
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dying  without  heirs,  it  falls  not  to  the  father,  but 
back  to  the  maternal  family. 

Concerning  the  antient  boyars,  and  their  proper 
origin,  nothing  fatisfaftory  has  hitherto  been 
publifhed.  During  the  tartarian  and  mongolian 
fovereignty  no  trace  of  them  is  found*;  even 
during  the  reign  of  tzar  Ivan  Vaffillievitch  L%  no 
fuch  title  appears,  though  it  feems  to  have  arifen 
at  that  time  or  fliortly  after.  For,  under  the  tzar 
Ivan  Vaffillievitch  II.  the  boyars  had  already  en- 
deavoured to  colle6fc  a  confiderable  force  about 
thenl$  but  were  much  over-awed  by  that  monarch. 
In  the  fucceeding  period,  however,  when  the  pa- 
triarch, and,  under  his  prote&ion,  the  fuperior 
clergy,  raifed  great  pretenfions,  which,  in  the 
confufions  that  foon  after  fprang  up,  and  from 
the  indulgence  or  flothfulnefs  of  fome  tzars,  were 

*  In  a  german  compilation  the  boyars  are  mentioned  under 
the  mongolian  fupremacy,  and  even  earlier :  but,  as  the  author 
does  not  quote  the  authorities  whence  he  has  his  accounts,  no- 
thing can  be  decided  from  what  he  advances  in  favour  of  the 
antiquity  of  the  boyars.  It  is  likely  he  may  have  confounded 
cxpreflions :  for  boyar  often  indicates  the  nobility  in  general : 
and  we  fometimes  hear  the  nobility  in  Moldavia  and  Valakbia 
called  by  the  title  of  boyars.  Even  in  the  ruffian  language 
boyarin  fignifies  a  gentleman,  a  perfon  of  diftin&ion,  a  matter 
of  a  family ;  and  the  ruffian  peafant  ufually  ftyles  his  noble- 
man, even  though  he  has  neither  rank  nor  eftate,  boyarin,  or 
contra&edly  barin;  and  his  fpoufe,  boyarlna.  The  taik-fervice 
which  the  boors  perform  to  their  lord  is  therefore  called,  bo* 
yarfchtfehina. 

brought 
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brought  to  effeft,  the  boyars  took  advantage  of 
this  favourable  Opportunity  to  extend  their  power 
alfo.  It  is  probable  likewife  that  perfons  of  re- 
fpedable  birth,  from  other  countries*,  who  filled 
high  ftations  in  Ruffia ;  and  on  that  account,  no 
lefs  than  from  the  privileges  they  brought  with 
,them,  enjoyed  great  authority,  might  give  occa- 
fion  to  all  boyars,  i.  e..  the  fuperipr  officers,  to 
aflume  a  confequence  which  they  ftrove  occafion- 
ally  to  enlarge. 

In  regard  to  titles  derived  from  rank,  the  Rut- 
fians  in  their  addrefles  and  letters  employ  either 
the  rank-title*  as,  Major,  with  gofpodin,  or  Mr. 
prefixed*  as  the  French  fay,  Monfieur  le  Majeur; 
or  only  the  baptifmal  name  with  the  addition  of 
.  the  father's  baptifmal  name,  and  the  termination 
vijch>    as,    Ivan  Petrovitch,    John,  the  fon  of 

•  *  * 

*  That  there  are  foreign  families  among  the  'ruffian'  nobility 
is  too  well  known  to  need  any  proof.  The  family  of  Beftuchef 
'is  of  englifh  origin ;  the  name  of  the  founder  of  it  was  Reft, ,  bat 
as  that  word  in  the  ruffian  fignifies  beaft,  and  in  order  tot  give  it 
a  national  termination,  the  two  laft  fyllables  were  added ;  to 
which  they  afterwards  got  the  furname  Riumin,  to  denote  their 
foreign  defcent.  The  firft  count.  Bruce  was  a  Scotchman,  no 
longer  ago  than  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great,  who  engaged  him 
in  his  fervice.  The  family  of  Kar  is  alfo  from  North-Britain. 
That  of  Panin  is  originally  Genoefe.  Korfakof  came  from 
Corfica,  and  therefore  bears  the  furname  Rimflri.  The  Pomin- 
,  fins  are  Thomfons,  the  name  being  tranflated :  Foma,  Thomas ; 
and  fyn,  a  fon.  A  hundred  more  examples  of  a  like  nature 
might  be  given. 


•  «*   < .. 
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Peter ;  of  the  family  appellative,  except  in  par* 
ticular  cafes,  no  mention  is  made.  In  like  manner 
the  late  emprefi,  in  her  letters,  addreffed  men  of 
confequence,  either  by  their  office;  as,  in  french 
it  would  be  (for  it  is  not  to  be  put  into  engliih)  : 
-MonBeur  le  general  gouverneur  de  Riga  et  de 
"RevaH  or  merely  in  their  own  and  their  father's 
baptifmal  name;  the  latter  efpecially  when  fhe 
wrote  to  Ruffian* ;  in  writs  to  inferior  officers  the 
addrefc  is  fimply :  To  our  college-affeflbr  N.  or 
the  like.  Below  the  imperial  name  is  commonly 
a  countersignature  of  one  of  the  cabinet-minifters. 
—  A  Ruffian,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  his  cor- 
xefpondence  ufcs  only  his  chriftian  and  family 
names,  as  Ivan  Pofkatfhin ;  but,  when  he  writes 
to  the  emprefe  or  prefents  a  petition,  he  alfb  gives 
•his*  father's  baptifmal  hame,  though  not  with  the 
termination  vitch;  but,  as  a  mark  of  his  fub- 
mifiion  and  humility,  with  the  termination  of, 
adding  the  wordjyn,  i.  e.  fon,  a$,  Ivan  Petraf 
fyn  Pofkatikin. 


SECTION   II 
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^Though  the  clergy  are  frequently  comprehended 

in  the  middle  order,  yet  without  impropriety  w*e 
may  here  affign  them,  as  in  feveral  other  king- 

doms, 
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i&,'  a  diftinft  clafs,  being,  numerous  ahd  re* 
fpe&able,  and  having  certain  peculiar  privileges 
of  its  own;  befides,  as  it  is  fometimes  particii- 
cularly  mentioned  in  marrifeftos  *  and  in  feveral 
places  is  diftinft  from  other  claffesf.  The  clergy 
are  divided  into  fuperiof  and  inferior,  into  mo- 
nadic and  fecular. 

The  clergy  enjoy  peculiar  rights  and  privileges : 
they  not  only  are  held  in  greater  refpe6fc,  which 
extends  alfo  to  .  the  inferior  clergy  J,  but  they 
cannot  fuffer  corporal  punifhment  without  being 
previoufly  defecrated ;  they  are  moreover  exempt 
from  taxes,  even  the  fecular  prieft  pays  no  head- 
money  for  his  fons  § ;  though  when  he  has  feveral 
he  mud  deliver  his  proportion  as  recruits ;  who, 
however,  as  they  can  read  and  write,  foon  pufh 

*  Thus,  for  example,  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  in  her  £rft 
manifefto  after  coming  to  the  crown,  fays,  that  all  her  faithful 
fubje&s  of  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  orders  had  unanimoufly 
invited  her  to  afcend  the  throne  of  her  lathers. 

f  In  Livonia,  where  a  lift  of  fouls  muft  be  delivered  in  every 
half-year,  the  clergy,  according  to  orders  uTued  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  take  the  fecond  place,  as  a  particular  body ;  they  are 
always  inferted  between  the  nobles  and  the  burghers. 

t  Among  the  vulgar  it  extends  even  to  thofe  whofe  behaviour 
and  office  do  not  exa&ly  tally. 

$  Even  the  fexton  does  not  pay  it;  only  with  the  boors 
belonging  to-chusthes  and  monaftcries,  it  is  the  fame  as  with 
noble-villages. 

*:*.£'.  i  2  them- 
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themfelves  forwards,  and  at'  length  come  to  be 
officers  *    if  they  deferve  it  by  their  conduct 
The  31  eparchies  are  the  following: 

1.  Novgorod  and  St.  Peterftmrg. 

2.  Pfcove  and  Riga. 

3.  Tver  and  Kafliinf. 

4.  Mofco  and  Kaluga  J.  ! 

5.  Kief  and  Galitck 

6.  Mohilef,  Mftiflavl,  and  Orihanflc 
7-  Smolenfk  and  Dorogobufli. 

8,  Kazan  and  Sviyafliik. 

9.  Aftrakhan  and  Stavropol. 

10.  Tobolfk  and  Siberia. 

11.  Roftof  and  Yaroflaf. 

1 2.  Riazan  and  Shatzk. 

1 3.  Ekatarinoflaf  and  Kherfon-Tauridsu 

14.  Tfchernigof  and  Nefliin. 
•   15.  Novgorodfeverfki  and  Ghikhof. 

1 6.  Nifhgorod  and  Alatyr. 

1 7.  Bielgorod  and  Kurflc. 

1 8.  Sufdal  and  Vladimir. 

*  For  the  fame  reafon  the  preachers  in  Livonia  and  EfthonLi 
(who  by  their  privileges  may  poflefs  noble  eftates)  frequently 
put  their  fons  into  the  land  or  fea  fervice,  though  they  are  not 
frbjeft  to  the  recruit-levies. 

f  Thefe  thrte  firft  mentioned  prelates  are  now  members  of 
the  holy  direfting  fynod  at  St.  Petersburg. 

J  This  prelate  is  member  of  the  fynod,  though  only  for  the 
department  of  Mofco. 

19.  Kolomna 
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.  -  19.  Kolomna  and  Tula. 

20.  Vologda  and  Uftiug. 

21.  Viatka  and  Great  Permia. 

22.  Archangel  and  Olonetz. 

23.  Voronetih. 

24.  Irkutfk  and  Nertfhinfk. 

• 

25.  Koftroma  and  Galitch. 
2.6.  Tambof  and  Penfa. 

27.  Orel  and  Sieflk. 

The  following  eparchies  have  vicars : 

28.  Starayaruffa.     The  prelate  is  vicar  in, 

the  novgorodian  eparchy. 

29.  Dmitrof.     The  prelate  is  vicar  in  the 

mofcovite  eparchy. 

30.  Pereyaflavl  and  Borifpolfk.     The  prelate 

is  coadjutor  of  Kief. 

31.  Feodofia  and  Mariyepolilc     The  prelate 
is  vicar  in  the  ekatarinoilaf  eparchy. 

Krutitzki  is  not  named  among  the  reft,  becaufe 
its  biihop  is  exempted  from  the  adminiftration  of 
the  eparchy,  and  refides  in  a  monaftery  as  archi- 
mandrit     .<      ' 

In  the  empire  are  ufually  reckoned  18,350 
parifh-churches  and  cathedrals  of  the  orthodox 
greek  religion.  In  the  year  1755,  they  were 
numbered  at  only  18,070.  But  to  thefe  muft  be 
added:  JL  a  multitude  of  conventual  and  other 
imall  churches  which  have  no  peculiar  priefi,  but 

1  3  are 


118  CLASSES   OF   SUBJECTS 

are  confidered  as  filiates  or  chapels;  their  .riunw 
ber  extends  into  thoufaftds:  g,  the  numerous 
churches  of  other  confeffions,  either  in  the-pit* 
vinces  on  the  borders  of  the  Baltic,  or  in  White 
Rufila*  or  laftly  fuch  as  ftand  alope  in  ruffian 
towns. 

The  number  of  the  ruffian  clergy  is  computed 
at  67,900  perfons,  without  including  their  fe* 
milies ;  to  which  fhould  be  added  thofe  of  other 
confeffions  and  religions.  Some  authors  affert, 
that  in  the  whole  empire  are  four  hundred  and 
eighty  monafteries  and  feventy-four  nunneries, 
among  which  the  fmaller  are  not  reckoned ;  the 
former  containing  7300  monks,  and  the  latter 
5300  nuns.  The  laft  number  is  manifeftly  .exag- 
gerated*. In  the  ecclefiaftical  eftabliflunent  of 
Great  Ruffia  are  reckoned  only  one  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  monafteries  ajid  fixty-feven  nunneries ; 
in  the  former  fifty-three  abbots,  ninety-nine  priore, 
with  2657  perfons  belonging  to  them,  chiefly  con-? 
fifting  of  monks :  and  in  the  latter  fixty-feven 
prioreffes,  and  1299  nuns.  But  herein  are  liot 
comprifed :  1 .  all  the  little  religious  hjoufes  depen- 
dent on  them,  which  the  members  may  either 
maintain  at  their  own  expence  or  fuflter  to  fell 
into  decay:  2.  thofe  monafteries  which  declare 
that  they  require  po  pay  but  cfrufe  to  ftipport 

*  At  Icaft  it  bears  no  proportion  to  tht  convent*.    Mr-  C*W 
rjgbdy  Hates  tke&uas  at  only  1300. 

thttW^ 
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themfelves  by  voluntary  donations,  &a  3.  aU 
£he  monafteries  in  Little  Rufiia,  as  well  as,  4.  thoife 
ib  White  Ruffia.  However,  on  reckoning  all  thefe 
together,  we  fliould  hardly  produce  the  above 
number  .-of  cloifters,  monks,    and  nuns.     That 

«  f  * 

both.  Peter  I.  and  ftill  more  exprefely  Catharine  IL 
greatly  circumfcribed  the  lazy  monadic  ftate,  fo 
detrimental  to  population,  and  put  it  upon  quite 
a  .different  footing,  is  already  univerfally  known 
from  other  writers.  . 

Some  authors  have  erroneously  fuppofed  that 
the  clergy  confifts  entirely  of  the  fons  of  priefts; 
and  that  no  man  of  noble  birth  has  ever  been 
admitted  into  orders.  But,  though  the  fecular 
priefts  fill  moft  of  the  fpiritual  offices  with  their 
children,  yet  individuals  of  other  ftations,  parti* 
cularly  noblemen,  have  at  all  times  taken  the 
monaftic  habit,  and  then  been  made  priefts.  It 
is  but  a  few  years  ago  that  a  nobleman,  who  had 
been  in  the  military  ferviee,  was  fe  Jpiriteal  dtre&Ot 
ih  a  monaftery :  and  a  Jrfielafce  ftow  aliVij,  de- 
fended from  a  very  honourable  hiltiah  faihily, 
before  he  entered  the  church  had  according  to 
report,  received  an  order  of  knighthood  for 
his  fervioes  in  the  army  *  At  prefent,  however, 
few  nobles  feel  any  vibleht  indihalioh  to  become 

•  However,  it  it  £udL»  that  in  general  it  is  not  much  ap- 
proved of  that  the  clergy  fliookibe  of  npble  parentage* 

* 

i  *  clcigy* 
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clergymen  *,  whatever  they  may  have  formerly 
tlone. 

By  the  laws  of  Ruffia  no  ecclefiaftic  can  be 
"brought  before  a  temporal  judge,  unlefs  commif- 
^aries  of  the  clerical  order  be  likewife  on  this 
bench  f.  But,  as  in  examinations  that  admit  of 
no  delay,  and  muft  be  done  upon  the  fpot,  it 
would  be  too  dilatory  if  the  magiftrate,  for  in- 
ftance  the  commander  of  the  diftrift,  were 
obliged  previoufly  to  fend  to  aflc  cotnmiffaries  of. 
the  bifhop:  therefore,  the  fenate,  in  the  year 
1791,  repjrefented  to  the  fynod,  that  it  were  to 
be  wiihed  that  the  parochial  bifhops  in  every 
town  and  diftrift  fliould  appoint  Hated  fpiritual 
s  deputies  to  be  prefent  at  examinations  where  per* 
Tons  of  the  facred  order  might  be  involved: 
which  the  fynod  approved  and  put  into  execution- 

•    *  It  is  reported  that  a  very  refpeAable  prelate,  by  his  remon- 

•ftrancea,  brought  it  about  that  feveral  difbanded  officers  (among 

.the  reft  a  huflar,  by  birth  a  German,  bat  had  conformed  to  dp 

ruffian  church)  were  admitted  fome  years  fince  into  the  cloifter, 

and  promoted  to  fpiritual  dignities.     Yet  thcfe  are  not  ufually 

appointed  to  village  churches,  as  there  the  worthieft  clergymen 

'run  great  hazard  of  becoming  booriih  themfelves,  from  the  total 

.want  qf  any  focial  intertourfe  that  might  fupply  food  to  their 

.  jninfU,  and  keep  up  a  dignity  of  manners :  they  are  commonly 

obliged  to  work  in  the  field,  the  barn,  and  the  ftable  with  their 

own  hands. 

+  The  preachers  in  Livonia  and  Efthonia  have  no  fuch  privi% 
lege  a*  this  to  boaft  of:  they  are  obliged  to  appear  by  fommont 
Jrfore  every  temporal  magiftrate. 

?  *"  Thefe 
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-Thefe  Rated  deputies  ^muft  immediately  prefent 
themfelves  whenever  they  are  fummoned  to  exar 
minations  by  the  town-bailiff  or  the  commandant 
of  the  diftrift. 

Concerning  the  monafteries  it  may  be  obferved 
that  they  all  follow  the  rule  of  St  Bafil ;  confe- 
quently  but  one  order  of  monks  is  known  in 
Raffia.  Neither  in  monafteries  nor  in  cathedrals 
have  there  ever  been  prebendaries,  canons,  minor 
*  canons,  nor  any  officers  of  that  kind  under  other 
names ;  accordingly  there  is  no  chapter  to  vote  in 
-  the  ele&ion  of  biihops.  Each  monaftery  has  no 
more  than  one  fuperintendant  (whether  prelate,  x>r 
abbot,  or  prior) ;  all  the  other  perfons  of  the 
houfe  are  monks,  either  ecclefiaftics  or  .lay-bre- 
thren. There-  never  has  been  an  inftance  of  a 
child  being  placed  in  a  cloifter  for  the  fake  of 
making  the  brothers  and  fillers  the  richer,  or  of 
leffening  the  burdens  of  a  numerous  family. 
Women  feparated  or  divorced  from  their  hufbands 
are  put  into  nunneries,  but  feldpm  or  never  againft 
their  confent 


SECTION  HI. 

Burghers  and  the  Settlers  in  Toms* 

This  diftinftion  is  neceffary,  becaufe  there  arc 
many  burghers  who  do  not  dwell  in  towns ;  for 
toftance,  gennab  manufacturers;  in  Livonia  the 

difpo* 
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tlUpoiients,  placemen,  artificer,  &c.  that  live 
about  the  country.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
are  people  in  the  towns  that  are  properly  not 
burghers,  fuch  as  noblemen,  officers  of  the  crown, 
medical  men*;  in  like  manner  perfons  that  re- 
main there  only  for  a  time,  abb  fervants,  and  real 
boors* 

In  Rnffia  have  always  been  towns  and  burghers, 
•as  at  Novgorod,  Kief,  Mofco,  &c.  therefore  what 
Bnfehtng  fays  on  this  fobje&  in  his  Geography 
needs  fbme  correction :  that  "  die  fcvrghcrs  m 
**  Raffia  ate  new,  *»d  are  grown  out  of  the 
f*  boors.19  The  bitter  is  only  tree  of  fame  towns, 
particularly  of  fuch  as  were  villages,  and  have, 
been  lately  ratted  to  corporations.  If  he  mean  to 
advert  to  the  firft  origin  of  burghers,  then  the 
cafe  is  the  fame  in  Ruffia  as  in  all  other  kingdoms, 
and  dpecially  m  his  own  country,  Germany,-; 
where  the  burghers,  as  we  learn  from  hiftory, 
Hkewife  arofe  from  boors,  from  unfree  peafants, 
or  vaflals;  which  latter  cannot  be  faid  of  the 
burghers  in  old  ruffian  towns,  as  they  formed 
themfelves  into  burgher/hips,  while  the  nation 
yet  knew  nothing  of  unfree  perfons  or  vaflals. 
In  the  provinces  of  the  Baltic,  the  towns  whereof 
are  alfo  a  part  of  Ruffia,  I  fhail  at  prefent  fay  no- 
thing. 

•  According  to  the  new  regulation,  however,  the  men  of 
learned  profeffiow  belong  to  the  burghers. 

There- 
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Therefore,  though  Ruffia  antiently  had  towns, 
yet  it  rauft  be  owned  that  they  were  but  few,  and 
the  rights  of  the  burghers  were  undefined.  Even 
the  formerly  republican  towns,  Novgorod  and 
J*fcove,  had  loft  tfteir  rights,  which  probably 
were  partly  but  prefumptive;  only  the  baltic 
towns  preferred  their  own  coitftitutiops,  rights, 
?md  privileges, 

■  The  l$te  emprefe  by  her  mandate  of  1785  gave 
a  municipal  regulation  to  all  her  dominions  with* 
out  exception,  which  is  juftly  confidered  as  a 
^benefit  of  uncommon  magnitude  to  the  rtrffiaft 
towns,  Under  the  foregoing  reigns  tiie  impor- 
tant obje6tof  augmenting  the  towns,  the  nwriber 
t>f  burghers  and  trade  ieeras  at  times  to  have 
teen  wholly  unthoijght  of.  Jt  was  impoffiWe  for 
commerce  to  thrive,  while  it  was  chiefly  carried 
on  by  vaflals,  and  wh«>  the  towns  were  too  tar 
in  number.  The  countryman  found  no  conve- 
nient fale  for  his  pr&du&s,  apd  thefe  were  conse- 
quently not  unproved.  At  prefent,  to  the  great 
advantage  of  the  empire,  all  thefe  matters  ane 
furprjfmgty  altered, 


SEC* 


124  CLASS?*  OF  SVBJZCtt 


SECTION   IV. 
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0 

Free  Peafants. 

i 

This  head,  as  it  is  not  ufual  in  clarifying  the 
ruffian  fubje&s,  requires  Come  elucidation.  Whole 
•multitudes  of  people,  who,  infome  other  countries, 
would,  without  hefitation,  be  affociated  with  the 
.boors,  demand  in  treating  of  the  ruffian  empire, 
fl.  particular  clafe;  becaufe,  by  reafon  of  their 
-country  life,  in  the  ftri&eft  fenfe,  they  do  not 
-.belong  to  the  burghers,  while  on  account  of  their 
.freedom  they  are  far  above  the  condition  of  a 
•jx>or,  as  a  vaffal  *.  Betwixt  the  two  they  form  a 
jniddle  ftation.  In  virtue  of  their  freedom,  no 
-man  can  alienate  or  fell  them;  they  educate  their 
children  as  they  pleafe;  the  generality  of  them 
poffefs  an  immovable  property ;  what  they  earn 
no  man  can  take  from  them,  fo  they  do  but  duly 
.pay  their  common  taxes,  or  perform  their  ftated 
tafks  of  public  labour :  they  are  under  no  arbi- 
trary command,  but,  like  thofe  of  fuperior  ranks, 
own  no  authority  but  that  of  the  general  laws  of 
the  ftate.     To  all  who  know  the  value  of  freedom 

•  Therefore  in  this  place  they  are  not  calle£  boors,  becaufe 
vaflalage  is  ufually  connected  with  that  idea:  however  they  are 
often  comprehended  among  the  boors  even  in  ftate-papers  and 
-in  numbering  the  people, 

it 
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it  will  appear  then  but  reasonable  to  allot  them 
here  a  feparate  clals  .*.  .Yet  among  them  there 
are  different  gradations,  as  all  of  them  do  not 
enjoy  the  lame  degree  of  liberty.  Some  of  them 
are  exprefely  called  boors,  and,  without  violation 
of:  their  freedom,  are  treated  as  fuch,  though  with 
fomewhat  more  gentlenefe  than  vaflals.  Others 
have  a  true  civil  liberty,  and  differ  only  by  their 
ptface  of  abode  and  occupations  from  town's-peo- 
pie.  None  of  them  enjoy  ariftocratical  privileges  ; 
the  particular  perfons  who  have  foared  above  their 
ftation,  and  have  attained  to  nobility,  dignities, 
and  orders  by  military  fervice,  form  no  general 
rule,  efpecially  as  many  that  were  born  vaffab 
have  done  the  fame. 

*  To  this  clafs  belong:  1.  The  foreign  colo- 
nists, fettled  here  as  hu  (ban  dm  en,  or  farmers. 
By  their  occupation  they  are  boors.  But  by  reafon 
of  the  land  given  to  them,  they  cannot  be  fo 
called;  we  muft,  therefore,  mitigate  the  expref- 
fion  by  epithets,  and  term  them  free  germaif 
Tboorsf.  The  german  workmen  in  the  mines, 
and  others  of  a  like  defcription,   may  properly 

*  They  are  called  countrymen  in  all  the  public  documents* 

t  +  They  reafonably  hold  the  firft  place  in  the  prefent  clafs, 
from  the  privileges  that  have  been  granted  them*  by  which  they 
-cannot  be  judged  arbitrarily,  bat  according  to  the  laws,  by  the 
judges  of  the  diftrift;  alfo  here  and  there  have  their  own  confH- 
tution ;  and  if  they  pay  back  the  advance-money  they  have  re- 
ceived, they  may  draw  again. 

*  '  enough 
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etfough  bfe  joined  with  tbem;  if  qa  account  of 
the-ftiftibiefs  of  their  numbers-  we  cannot  affign 
than  a  particular  ftib-divifion.  But  the  ruiTVa» 
master-workmen  in  the  whit*  belong  properly  to 
the  boor*  as  being  in  a  fort  of  vaffalage. 

ft  The  ODWOovofcTzi,  or  *one-boufe<>wners,> 
belong  hereditably  to  00  private  period,  nor  cart 
Aey be  hereditably  grafted  to  anyonef;  confer 
cp&ently  they  arc  not  •  vaflaU, .  not  evea  of  tha 
crown  J,  though  it  regards  them  as  fubje&s  in  the 
ftri&efi  fenfe ;  and  therefore  at  times;  they  are  fent 
in  multitudes  to  fome  ferrtinary  of  the  country* 
militia  on  the  lines,  They  poSefi  their  houfes* 
with  the  grounds  belonging  to  them,  as  real  pro- 
perty, for  which  they  neither  perform  feudal  fei* 
vice  nor  give  of  their  produ£U :  fo  that  they  are 
far  better  off  than  the  boons.  But,  as  they  are 
obliged  to  furnifh  recruits*   to  pay  the  poll-tax 

*  They  hive  indeed  bo  farm-yard  as  is  cnftomary  in  the 
livonian  manors,  and  therefore  might  be  called  one-houfe- 
holders ;  yet  this-  expreflion  is  not  only  unufual,  but  incom- 
plete, becanfe  they  pofTefs  more  than  a  hoofe ;  they  have  lands 
Ekemfe.  Some  foreigners  clafs  them  with  the  free-ietriers ; 
but  in  a  manifefto  of  February  18,  1762,  they  are  termed 
taantry&ttlera* 

t  This  privilege  is  probably  not  grounded  on- any  written. 
la«S  bat  only  on  immemorial  ofitge, 

t  That  is;  when  compared  with  the  crown-vaflals  who 
jHefently  come  under  the  fifth  feftion;  and  are  properly  diftinfr 
from  them;    . 

9  and 
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and  obrok,  to  be  fent  wherever  tie  good  of  the 
empire  requires  them,  and  can  neither  buy  v&» 
lages*  nor  pofiefs  vaffals  as  property  fy  fo  they 
belong  not,  at  leaft  now,  to  the  nobility ;  though 
they  are  very  apt  to  reckon  the  mfeives  of  their 
clais,  and  are  fometimes  by  others  regarded  as  a 
fort  of  inferior  or  petty  nobieffe.  That  they  ori* 
gtnally  formed  a  part  of  the  ariftocracy,  'and  gra» 
dually  funk  below  it,  is  hardly  to  be  fuppofcd.  It 
is  rather  more  probable,  that  when  the  country 
people  fell  into  vaffalage,  they  preferred  their 
freedom  by  fuch  means  as  they  had,  and  particu* 
larly  by  their  landed  property  J.  Many  of  them 
have  lately  by  military  fervice  got  by  decrees  to 
be  officers,  and  confequently,  with  their  children, 
are  become  real  noblemen ;  but  then  they  belong 
no  more  to  the  odnodvortzi.  There  are  among 
them  perfons  in  good  circumftances. — In  forae 


'    *  Eftates* 

+  Some  of  late  have  indeed  bought  .eftates  with  vaffida;  bat 
it  is  always  in  the  name  of  feme  nobleman  who  permits  them  to 
uk  it ;  otherwife,  by  the  laws  as  they  exift  at  preient,  they 
would  have  to  fear  a  retractation  asfoon  as  their  pnrchafe  became 
public.  This  already  fhews  that  they  do  not  belong  to  the  no- 
bility, though  they  feem  in  a  manner  tp  be  numbered  widuhem 
in  theraanifefto'of  Feb.  18,  1761. 

J  It  is  thought  by  fome,  that,  en  account  of  their  freedom 
and  their  landed  property,  they  belonged  formerly  to  the 
nobility;  bnt  this  is  a  miftake,  for  there  are  people  in  the 
.empire  who  po&6  hereditary  laad*>  aid  yet  an  neither  vafials 
nor  noblemen* 

places 
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places  in  their  number  are  reckoned  the  difbanded 
ibldiers  that  live  in  the  country :  and  hence  might 
arife  the  notion,  that  the  oclnodvortzi  derived 
their  origin  from  the  military  fervice*;  and  that 
their  anceftors,  being  common  people,  were  fa-» 
roured,  on  account  of  their  good  behaviour,  with 
a  poffefiion  of  inheritance  in  perpetuity,  which 
protected  them  from  vaflalage.  But  the  great 
number  of  them  feems  in  fome  meafure  to  weaken 
the  probability  of  this  fuppofition.  Others  again 
give  them  the  fame  origin  with  the  boyar-chil- 
drenr  above  defcribed,  with  the  declaration,  thai 
thofe  of  them  who  had  no  boors  of  their  own 
fliould  be  odnodvortzi. 

, .  3.  The  Kozaks  in  all  their  ftems  and  branches, 
vho  poffelk  their  diftri&s,  lands,  and  cow-yards, 
*s  real  property.  Some,  for  inftance,  thofe  of  the 
Don  and  tlie  mountains  of  Ural,  pay  no  poll-tax, 
but  perform  military  fervice;  others,  as  thofe  of 
Little  Ruffia,  now  pay  the  poll-tax  and  deliver 
recruits  out  of  the  regiments  raifed  from  their 
own  body,  but  are  othcrwife  exempt  from  military 
Fervice ;  others  again  look  after  the  pods,  furnifh 
Jhem  with  horfes  and  flicker,  for  which,  however, 
they  receive  a  flight  pay ;  feveral,  as  the  fiberian 
Kozaks,    reprefenf  a  fort  of  petty  nobility,  as 

>  *  Not  very  different  from  this  is  the  opinion  advanced  by  M. 
-Purgold,  who  derives  their  origin  from  the  prifoners  taken  in 
.war,,  which  is  rather  improbable*.,  though  fome  of  them  may  -be 
fpntng  from  prifoners  or  ftrangers. 

fome 
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ibffle  well-informed  german  writers  have  partio*- 
larly  fliewn.  I  fhall  only  obferve  farther,  that  at 
prefeiit  are  feen  among  them  perfons,  who  by  mili- 
tary fervice  are  not  only  become  noble,  but  havfe 
alfo  obtained  confidefable  dignities  and  orders  of 
knighthood. — The  Kozaks  too  are  regarded  by 
the  crown  as  fubje&s  in  the  ftrifteft  meaning  of 
the  term :  and  therefore  at  times  whole  mafies  of 
them  are  tranfplanted  into  other  regions. 

4.  The  tartar  Tribes.  They  pay  the  head- 
money  and  fiirnifh  recruits ;  buf  poffefs  their  lands 
as  heritable  property. 

5.  The  Bashkirs,  VogulEs,  Kalmyks,  with 
imoft  of  the  nomadic  tribes  and  people  of  the 
fteppes.  Many  of  them  have  their  own  political 
conftitutions,  and  a  fort  of  nobility  among  them. 
Being  not  vaflals,  and  polfeffing  their  lands  in 
inheritance,  they  fall  under  this  head.  However, 
thefe,  efpecially  the  Bafhkirs,  who  perform  mili- 
tary fervice,  and  the  Vogules,  are  reckoned  by 
fome  writers  among  the  boors  of  the  crown ;  but 
this  fhould  be  done  with  a  kind  of  limitation. 

6.  Disbanded  Soldiers  living  in  the  couatry. 
They  are  called  in  ukafes  and  other  public  inftru* 
ments,  "  people  of  the  former  diibandfd  military 
"  eftabliihment"  —  Formerly,    as  was  obferved 

m  * 

before,  the  boyar,  or  nobleman,  was  bound  to 
appear  in  the  field  with  his  people.  When  the 
war  was  over,  he  returned  to  his  manfion,  and  his 
people  were  boors  as  before.  At  length.  Handing 
vol.  ii.  k  regi- 


r3jp  CLASS  J*   Cf*  Sf[  EJECTS 


[iinenty  were,  eftabl,tfhed :  the  Stfeltzi  were,  of 
this  fort  Peter  the  great  created  a  compete 
.arnpy  under  this ..xcytfatJQQ,  th^t,  iuftead  of  the 
former  perfonal  %vice,  it  %>uld[  he  recruited  ouf, 
of  the  empire;  but  whoever;  wa?  incapably  of 
fervijjg  any  lQQger>  ihould  be  jdifmiffed,  only  witk 
t^i»  conditio©,  that  hie  ihould  never  again  he.  a 
vaiJal;  #nd  thereforp  xnpO;  di{lu]^v,Ub  hunfelf  by 
his  drefe,  the.  ftyyiv$P% M$  bejurd.*,  &A  bisreaf 
fon  for  wj^ch  ww  probably  ttet  the  wlfojy  might 
alway?  be  held  inr  refpe£L  When  fuch  difcarded 
foldiers  retired  to  the  country  and  foljoyed  agri- 
culture, they  Mfere  indeed  boors,  bu.tfreft  under 
th^  fovereignty,  of,  the  crown*  fojnpwjiat  li)ce  the 
odnodv.or^i.,  This,,  regulation  was  coitfwued 
through  thp fucceedijjg,  reigss.  At  that  tuge.afy 
Remits  went  into  the  fort$  jj  where,  as  in.  a  kpd 
of  garrifon,  they  learnt  and  enured  themfelves  t? 
tl}t  njilitary  profeJTion.  At  the  cbnclufioq  of  the 
(even  years'  war,  which  had.  coll  •  the  empire  great 
numbers  o£  jnen,  an  alteration  took  place,  in 
order  t#  fpa#f  the  country  for  ftme  time  from  the 

*  Jtyt  longer  than  twenty-eight  years  iince  at  every  difmityat 
of  an  nnder-officer  or  common  foldier,  (even  though  he  had  not 
before  been  a  vafial,  but  were « a  free-bora  Gerpian,)  he  was 
exprefiry  •rdgtod  not  to  drefs  himielf-Kke  a  b*<jr,  bnc  to  wear 
gennaa  clqaths,  to  ft*ve  his  beard,  &c.  —  Tlfat  (hp  is  at  pre* 
feat  the  pra&ice  I  fcarcely  believe.  But  only  a  few  years  ago 
it  was  done  at  the  difmiffioa  of  an  under-officer  of  german 
noble  parentage ;  probably  through  an  overfitht  of  the  chan- 
cery. 

oWiga- 
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fcbttgation  to  fiirriiih  recriritt;  Tfae'iicSforward  t1ri& 
veteran  fokliers  and  invalids  came  into  the  garri- 
fons,  where  they  married,  attrf  ate  h&#  a'nurfefjf 
for  the  at irty ;  atf  the  crown  maintains  their  chil: 
dren  and  has  them  brought  up  as  foldiefs.  E^et1 
fmce,  the  reettrie  atfe  delivered  dire&ty  to  the 
regiments.  At  prefect  a  foldfer  but  feldom  re^ 
cetve*  his  difmiffion,  and  only  in  cafes  where  hd 
earn  bring  vouchers  that  he  is  no  loftgtr  fit  foi* 
fervke,  but  has  rich  relations,  or  means  of  his  own 
whcireby  to  procure  a  fufficient  'maintenance;  Htf 
from  that  moment  belongs  to  the  clafi  of  free 
country-men ;  and  hitf  forftier  lord  can  never  de- 
mand him  back. 

7.  Emancipated  Serfs,  who  have  either 
bought  their  freedom  of  their  lord,  or  obtained  i£ 
gratuitously  in  reward  for  &ithful  fervice*  &c.  Of 
fuch  are  confiderable  numbers  in  Livonia  and 
Efthonia.  They  either  gain  a  livelihood  In  th& 
country  a£  petty  placemen,  milleft,  publicans,  &c 
or  get  adniitted  into  the  burghtrihip  of  towns. 

8.  MAlo-Rtjssia**  Booaa,  or  Boot's  of  IJttkf 
Ruffia,  who  atfe  neither  Kozaki  nor  vaffak,  bu# 
free  people  *.  They  -poffefs  no  immovable  pro- 
perty, but  rent  lands  of  the  nobles  there,  for  mo- 
ney, or  for  certain  work  to  be  performed.  By  the 
capitation-tax,  which  they  have  been  obliged  to 
pay,fincfe  1783,   they  are  now  foihewhat  more 

*  Yet  there  are  ruffian  vaflfcls  among  tjum. 

k8  ihackled, 
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fliackled,  becaufe  they  can  no  longer  remove  at 
will  from  one  place  to  another ;  but  muft  remain 
in  that  where  they  are  regiftered  to  the  capitation, 
or  muft  come  to  terms  with  the  manorial  lord  for 
that  purpofe. 

.  9.  Free  Peasants,  who  can  neither  be  fold 
nor  alienated  feparately  from  the  land,  but  belong 
to*  the  eftate # ;  with  which  they  pais  from  one 
lord  to .  another.  They  may  not  improperly  be 
reduced  to  two  claffes :  fome  poffeffing  their  land 
in  .the  manner  of  a  freehold,  of  which  fort  we  find 
many  in  the  -  government  of  Vyborg ;  whereas 
others  live  upon  the  lands  of  the  lord,  and  pay  for 
the  occupancy  in  money  or  in  ftated  talks  of 
labour.  The  latter  may  quit  their  place  (though 
not  the  diftrift)  on  offering  another  boor,  accep- 
table to  the  feignorial  lord ;  who  has  a  right  to 
difpofe  of  them.  Some  have  exprefs  privileges 
peculiar  to  themfelves^.  The  education  of  their 
Children  is  left  to  themfelves,  who  either  bring 
them  up  to  mechanical  trades,  or  get  them  into 
fervice,  &c.  They  dwell  either  on  the  crown- 
lands  or  on  thofe  of  the  nobles,  chiefly  in  Efihonia 

*  Somewhat  like  glebae  adferipti.    The  lord  can  drive  them 
away  from  his  domain. 

•  f  Which  they  maintain  with  extreme  jealoufyJ  —  Some  of 
thefe  boors,  though  they  are  fubjed  to  the  domeftic  correction, 
of  their  landlord,  yet  they  are  not  entirely  under  his  arbitrary 
fway,  but  are  ftill  protected  by  the  law*.  Thofe  in  the  govern- 
ment of  Vyborg  cannot  be  punifhed  other  wife  than,  conformably 
to  a  legal  fentence.  v 

and 
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and  the  adjacent  iflands,  alio  in  Livonia  and  on 
the  ifle  of  Runo  * 


SECTION    V. 

Vajjhl  boors. 

They  are  ufually  catled  fimply  boors ;  but  here 
this  addition  is  neceil'ary  as  a  diftin&ion  between 
them  and  the  preceding  free  boors.     They  have 

4 

no  civil  liberty ;  their  children  belong  not  to  them, 
but  to  their  manorial  lord,  on  whole  will  they 
depend  ;  they  alfo,  with  their  children,  fingly  or 
in  families,  may  be  alienated,  fold,  and  exchanged ; 
they  poffefs  no  immovable  property,  but  they  them- 
felves  are  treated,  fomctimes  as  the  movable,  fomo- 
times  as  the  immovable  property  of  another.  They 
properly  therefore  form  a  diftinft  clafe. 

Originally  they  were  free ;  but,  in  Great  Ruffia, 
after  the  turbulent  times  of  thg  faHe  Demetriufes, 
became  gradually  vaifals,  oj  heritable  ferfe :  pon- 
fequeptly  it  was  not  by  the  impofition  of  head* 
money,  but  long  before  ;  for  already  in  the  Ulor 
fhenie  appear  ordinances  concerning  the  flaves  f, 

*  In  Efthonia  and  Livonia  they  arc  called  fwedifli  boors, 
being  originally  of  that  country,  whence  they  derive  their  pri- 
vileges. 

+  Thi$  expreffion  muft  not  here  be  taken  in  its  flri&eft  iin- 
port.    Some  indeed  look  upon  their  vaflals  as  flaves;  bat  be. 

k  3  tween 
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e  g.  that,  as  was  mentioned  above,  they  ihould 
neither  bear  witnefs  nor;  bring  a  complaint  againft 
their  lord  #."  — Bufching  indeed  calls  the  crown- 
boors  as  well  as  the  ppbility^bpors,  vaffals;  but 
when  he  afterwards  adds,  "  vaflalage  has  parti? 
"  cularly  remained  with  the  crownrboors, "  it 
feems  rather  unintelligible.  As  thefe,  in  general, 
live  more,  comfortably  than  thofe  of  the  nobility, 
perhaps  the  geographer  only  meant  to  fuggeft, 
that,  with  the  latter,  vaflalage  had  degenerated 
into  fjavery.  But  a  very  great  part  of  them  really 
liye  in  good  circumftances,  and  are  rich.  Gene- 
rally fpeaking,  there  is  no  exceeding  great  dif- 
ference between  the  two :  for  the  crown  can  make 
prefents  of  its  boors  to  private  perfons,  whenever 
and  in  what  numbers  it  will  \  and  then  they  are 
immediately  treated  upon  the  fame  footing  with 


tween  the  two  there  is  a  considerable  difference ;  though  per- 
haps an  auftere  lord  may  fometimes  treat  his  vaflkl  as  a  (lave,  at 
leaft  trliea  under  the  influence  of  paffion.  Mr.  Coxe  is  in  a 
miftake  when  he  calls  the  condition  of  the  ruffian  boors  a  per- 
fect flavery.  This  term  iq  no  refpect  applies  to  the  crown- 
boors.  Even  thofe  belonging  to  the  nobles  have  certain,  rights; 
for  inilance,  the  lord  cannot  put  them  to  death,  cannot  prevent 
them  from  marrying,  cannot  violate  their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters, &c.  Were  ho  to  do  fo ;  it  would  be  wrong  ami  contrary 
to  law,  and  might  be  attended  with  legal  cen/ure*. 

*  Hence  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  boyars  had  an  influence  in 
the  making  of  the  Uloiheniej  and  did  not  forget  theii  preroga- 
tives over  the  boors. 

A  the 
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the  other  nobility  Tiobrs.  —  Many  of  the  former 
haVe  long  ftrfce  become  merchants  #.  Others  of 
both  forts  are  ftill  boors,  but  at  the  fame  time 
earry  on  fbme  trade,  cither  ota  their  own  account 
alone,  or  in  company  trith  meWhante.  Others 
again  have  got  themfelves  mfcribed  in  towns  as 
trader*,  paying  their  taxes  as  fuch,  and  at  the 
feme  time  as  boors.  The  majority  of  them  purflie 
husbandry,  take  to  the  (liberies,  or  follow  fome 
other  profitable  occupation. 

They  are  comirtotily  divided  into  thtee  kinds ; 
but  it  feems  requifite  to  part  diem  into  four. 

1.  Ceown-boobs  f.  Thefe  ire  extremely  nu- 
merous. In  the  governnient  of  Pernte  they  form 
the  greater  part  of  the  pea&ntiy.  But  at  the 
fame  time  it  mttft  be  obferved,  that  there  all  the 
people  belonging  to  the  crown  ire  Veckoned  its 
raffals,  and  therefore  called  crown-boors;  and 
thus,  not  only  the  Ruflkti$,  but  alfo  the  Tartars, 
Baihkirs,  Penniaks,  Siry&nea,  V ovules,  and  many 
others,  pais  under  that  denomination,.  Yet,  though 
this  be  the  cafe  foretimes  even  in  the  chanceries, 
it  is  but  redifonable  to  make  a  diftin&ion  between 
boors  whom  the  crown,  as  its  real  vaffajs,  can 
grant  a*ay,  and  who  poflefs  no  real  property; 
and  thofe  tr?bes  of  people  who  are  owners  of  im- 
movable pofieffions,  and  enjoy  certain  rights  and 

*  An  ukafe  gave  eccafion  to  this. 

t  IA  Livonia  ihef  are  vulgarly  called  public  boon. 

K  4  privi* 
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privileges.  Therefore  thofe  people  feem  to  belong, 
to  the  foregoing  clafc.  However,  we  mud  npt 
omit  to  mention,  that  there  are  alfo  real  vaiTal- 
boors  belonging  to  vthe  crown,  which  the  crown 
cannot  with  propriety  give  away,  they  being  at- 
tached as  workmen  to  the  mines  either  of  the 
crown  or  of  private  individuals,  that  they  may 
earn  wherewith  to  pay  their  head-money,  and  who 
could  not  be  removed  without  confiderable  detri- 
ment to  the  mine-works.  Such  are  called,  Pri- 
pifniye,  i.  e.  inroUed ;  and  they  are  many  thou- 
fands  in  number.  That,  formerly,  on  account  of 
fome  oppreffions  they  fuffered  from  private  pro- 
prietors of  mines,  they  would  fometimes  rife  tumul- 
tuoufly,  but  that  the  late  emprefe,  fome  years  agq 
iffued  a  very  gracious  ukafe  for  their  proteftion, 
has  been  already  noticed  under  the  article  of 
mines.  Since  that  time,  whenever  a  mafter-miner 
or  any  of  his  fubftitute§,  thinks  fit  to  deal  more 
harihly  with  them  than  the  letter  of  the  law 
allows,  they  have  a  right  to  bring  their  complaint 
before  the  proper  judge. 

The  taxes  and  impofts  of  the  crown-boors  are 
not  in  all  places  alike.  Moil  of  them,  befides  the 
hepd-money,  pay  alfo  the  obrok,  i.  e.  a  fum  of 
money  for  every  male  foul ;  and  this  is  the  only 
benefit  the  crown  derives  from  them.     In  fome 

■  ■  •        •  • 

diftrids  they  do  tafk-work  # ;  or  they  pay  of  their 

*  Somewhat  of  a  fimilar  nature  with  what  was  in  France? 
called  the  ctrvh. 

F9* 
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prod  u As ;  or,  as  in  Livonia,  both  at  once,  inftead 
of  the  obrok.  However,  great  attention  has  always 
been  paid  to  the  mitigation  of  their  lot ;  unlets 
we  except  their  former  hard  ulage  at  the  mines ; 
and  therefore  they  live  more  happily  than  the 
generality  of  the  noble-boors ;  nay  even  more  at 
their  eafe  than  many  free  people.  Among  them 
are  fome  that  are  in  good  circuinftances,  and 
might  even  be  called  rich.  Indeed  they  would 
not  feel  their  vaffalage,  if  the  crown  could  not 
grant  them  away ;  as  they  then  run  the  hazard  of 
falling  under  the  yoke  of  a  hard  matter. 

In  ukafes  and  public  documents  they  are  ufually 
mentioned  under  feveral  denominations :  a£  divided 
into  boors  of  the  black-plough,  boors  of  the  em- 
pire^  imperial  boors,  poft-boors #,  and  court-boors. 
By  what  particulars  each  kind  is  diftinguHhed  from 
the  others  I  have  not  been  able  with  any  certainty 
to  learn.  A  general-officer,  who  had  paffed  many 
years  in  the  feveral  provinces,  and  had  made  re- 
peated inquiries,  gave  me  the  following  account 
in  regard  to  the  firft-mentioned  diftin&ion: 
"  Boors  of  the  white-plough  formerly  meant  thofe 
"  who,  without  performing  tafk-work,  and  paying 
"  taxes  in  produfts,  defrayed  their  impofts  in 
"  ready  money;  on  the  other  hand,  thofe  of 
"  the  black-plough  were  fuch  as,  together  with 
?c  foxne  perfonal  prasftanda,  (which  were  not  always 


*  Yamfchtlhiki. 
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"  in  all  provinces  of  a  like  nature,)  were  to  pay 
u  their  taxes  by  the  tenth  of  evety  corn-harvdft 
4C  Thefe,  sus  well  a*  the  former,  nwft,  befides  thrt, 
u  pay  their  head-money,  as  a  ftated  contingent 
w  to  the  military  cheft :  but  both  were  free  bctars 
"  of  the<crown ;  an^  in  common  with  all  ether 
il  booT3,  muft  likewife  furoi/h  recruits.  Whether, 
"  amidft  fo  many  alteration  that  haVe  of  l*te 
"  years  been  made,  thefe  diftm&ions  are  ftilt 
"  obferved,  is  more  than  I  can  tell ;  I  only  know 
"  that  the  taxes  have  been  very  much  inereafed." 

From  fame  oral  and  fome  Written  accounts,  X 
may  prefent  the  reader  with  thfe  following  authen- 
tic, though  not  complete  information*  on  the 
fabjeft: 

In  the  ruffian  laws  and  ukafes  eight  diftmft 
kinds  of  crown-boors  are  mentioned ;  namely, 
1.  Empire-boors  f ;  they  belong  to  nobody  in  par* 
ticular,  neither  to  the  court,  nor  to  the  nobility, 
nor  to  the  monafteries ;  they  are  therefore  mem- 
bers of  the  empire  or  burghers  of  the  empire  £ 
They  for  the  moft  part  confift  of  boors  of  the 
black  plough,  to  be  mentioned  prefently,  art.  3, 

'  •  On  inquiry,  feveral  perfens,  from  whom  fome  light  was 
rcafonably  to  be  expe&ed  on  this  matter,  honefUy  confefled 
that  they  had  never  troubled  their  heads  a*bdut  it ;  fo  that  what 
information  was  obtained  was  got  with  great  difficulty* 

t  GofadarftveiHriye. 

I  Thib  expreflion  is  to  be  taken  in  a  quite  peculiar  fenfe ; 
and  even  then  will  be  but  obfcore. 

2.  Impe- 
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2.  Imperial  boors*,  who  belong  to  the  monarch 
perfonally,  or  rafther  to  the  cfritt ;  of  whom  moftly 
confift  the  court-boors,  art.  6 ;  others  are  regit 
tered  to  the  favodes,  or  manufa&orietf,  where  a 
number  9f  workmen  are  engaged.  3.  Boors  of 
the  bfeck  plough  |.  The  origin  of  this  appella- 
tion is  now  no  longer  known.  But  a  great  part 
of  northern  Ituffia  ai  far  as  Archangd,  is  almoft 
entirely  inhabited  by  them.  Their  regions  are 
/divided  into  volofts  |,  each  whereof  is  an  a&ual, 
though  not  an  independent,  republic.  In  other 
refpe&s  they  principally  belong  to  the  clafs  of 
empire-boors,  art  1.  $.  4.  Poft-boors  |j ;  they 
are  bound,  in  lieu  of  the  impofts,  to  keep  poft- 
horfes,  and  have  their  name  from  yam,  which 
fignifies  poft-ftation ;  but  between  every  two  yamui 
are  feveral  poft-ftations  i.  5.  Court-boors  g  are 
they  whole  fervice  and  tributes  ar?  deftined  to  the 

*  Gofndarevni.  f  Tlhernoibfhniye. 

%  Territories. 

f  The  author  of  a  paper  in  the  hiftorical  magazine  of  Got* 
tingen,  dated  from  Peterfburg,  fays:  the  boors  of  the  black 
plough  were  crown- boors  who  were  obliged  to  perform  certain 
fervices,  or  pay  tithe,  for  the  land  allotted  them,  fiat  all 
crown-boors  are  obliged  to  this.  —  The  truth  is,  that  thofe  of 
the  black  plough  pay  for  their  fields  a  fort  of  tithe  in  natora ; 
I  fnppofe  we  fhould  call  it  foccage. 

U  Yamtfhtfhiki. 

>  Yam  fignifies  a  fort  of  place  provided  with  all  requififw 
for  the  keeping  in  readinefi  of  po^-horfes,  which  they  mod 
provide. 

|  Dvortzovoiye. 

fupport 
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fupport  of  the  imperial  court*  (not  to  the  cabi- 
net's expences).  They  were  formerly  under  the. 
great  court  chancery  f,  whence  they  have  their 
name.  But  this  being  fince  aboliflied,  and  all 
thofe  eftates  and  boors  being  now  under  the  kame- 
ralhof,  the  fum  of  three  millions  is  annually  paid 
for  it  from  the  government-coffers  J  to  the  court, 
or  rather  to  the  exchequer  §.  Nevertheiefe  the 
boors  will  for  a  long  time  continue  to  bear  the 
old  name  of  dvortzdvniye,  as  well  as  the  two  next 
following  forts  of  them.  6.  ||  Monaftery-boors, 
who  formerly  belonged  to  the  monafteries,  but 
now  every  where  in  Great,  Little,  and  White 
Ruffia,  are  under  the  kameralhofs.  Properly 
fpeaking  they  belong  to  the  article  that  immtv 
diately  enfues.  7.  (Economy-boors  i  were  in 
Great  Ruffia  thofe  boors  who,  about  the  year  1 764, 

*  It  was  ordered  by  Peter  I.  that  certain  boors  mould  pay 
their  taxes  (i)  at  his  court  or  other  of  his  palaces,  as  the  funds 
whereby  the  court  or  fuck  particular  palace  was  to  be  fupported. 
Of  this  kind  of  court -boors  are  thofe  enregiftered  at  Katarinen- 
thal  near  Reval ;  the  caftle  at  Riga  has  alfo  five  thqufand  of 
them.  In  many  places  they  po/Tefs  no.  lands,  but  maintain 
themfelvcs  by  various  kinds  of  mechanical  employments,  as 
carpenters,  bricklayers,  &c.  or  as  fifhermen.  Their  taxes  are 
received  by  the  kameralhof,  but  particularly  applied,  or 
diredtly  fent  to  the  emprefs's  private  purfe. 

+  Glavnaya  dvortzovaya  kantzelyariya. 

$  Statnoiye  kafnaUheiftvo.  §  Pridvornaya  kantor^. 

J  JVIooaftirikiye.  1  Ekonomitmefluye. 

(i)  Head-money  and  obrok. 

V«*e 
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were  taken  from  the  monafteries  and  churches, 
and  made  fubordinate  to  a  particular  college  of 
oeconomy  erefted  for  that  purpofe.  That  is  now 
aboliihed,  and  the  boors  are  under  the  kameral- 
hofs,  but  continue  to  bear  their  former  name. 
8.  Peltry- tribute-paying  boors #  are  thofe  who 
deliver  their  tributes  in  peltry  or  furs ;  which  tri- 
bute is  termed  yafak ;  and  hence  thefe  latter  alfo 
preferve  their  antient  appellation  f . 

One  privilege  of  the  crown-boors,  which  foreign- 
ers are  not  acquainted  with,  requires  to  be  men- 
tioned. It  confifts  in  this,  that  they  may  buy  of 
noblemen  villages  and  lands,  with  the  vaflals  be- 
longing to  them.  In  an  efpecial  ordinance  of  the 
late  emprefi,  of  Aug.  29,  1766,  it  is  faid :  "  The 
boors  of  the  court-eftates  are  permitted  to  pur- 
chafe  of  the  adjacent  owners,  fmall  villages 
with  lands ;  paying  for  a  foul  not  more  than 
thirty  rubles ;  however,  with  this  condition,  that 
the  court-boors  who  have  bought  the  faid  lands, 
either  for  their  own  or  the  crown's  money,  pay 
for  every  defettine  \  of  land  one  ruble  twenty- 
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•  Yafafhnuiye. 

+  The  yafaflmuiye,  the  monaflirfkiye,  &c.  are  therefore  ftill 
continued  in  the  ukafes,  of  which  the  general  regulation  for  the 
raiting  of  recruits  throughout  the  empire  affords,  a  proof.  — All 
thefe  ruffian  expreffions  are  .only  adjectives,  uniformly  relating 
to  the  fubftantive  kreftyani,  boors. 

%  Throughout  Ruflia  all  ground  is  eftimated  and  apportioned 
by  defyatines,  (or  dcfattines,}  each  eighty  fathom  long  and 
thirty  fathom  broad. 

"fire 
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"  ffwrkoparics,  obrofc  tothet*6wn;,y  Itf  an6therj 
of  January  29t  178^  this -pririkge  is  extended  to 
other  boort  and  yamtfhika.  That  thefe  prcrrchafep 
Kkewife  are  realty  made  is  feeri  from  an  ufcrife 
iifoedrtotheftnatein  November  178ft  containing* 
not- only  blank  forms'  and  expbtaatictas  for  thg 
provtod&i  governors'  concerning*  thb  matter,  but 
tih  two  inftances  apftf  ar  from  it  of  fuch  purchafe ; 
one  at  Murauflank^  in  the  (kopvnikoi  diftrift  of 
the  government  of  Rfceftro ;  where  a  ckfeftifte  aftd 
a  hatf  of  land  was  bougkt,  with  the  boom  upon  it.' 
(The  kameralhof  there  inquire  of  theienate  con-* 
catling'  thi*  putehafe^  ad  they  lee  no  utility  to  the 
crown  apifing  from  it).  The  other  is  attendance* 
af  the  fefefi-men  of  the  boors  in  the  village  of 
Fferyanof  in  th$  government  of  Yarofiaf,  whb 
bought/  of  a  major's  lady;  a  boor  with' his  wife,  and 
fome  land  Contiguous-  to  the  vittafge. 

If  foreigners  flioijld  imagine  that  the  oitietfhg 
of  odnod vort/i  and  k^zaks  into  other  parts,  or  the 
granting  away  crtiwn-boorc  as  an  heritable  fief  to 
private  perforia,  is*  a  degradation  of  .mankind, 
lowering  them  to  the  rank  of  beafts  of  the  field  # ; 
they  fliould  recolleft,  tliat  in  all  empires,  and  at 
all  times,  whole  provinces,  with  the  whole  of  their 
inhabitants,  have  pafled  over  to  other  mailers,  not 
oaly  -  by  war,   cotiqueft,    marriage,    refignation, 

* 

*  Sonw  trarelfers,  in  their  account!  of  Rafila,  have  {aid, 
dour  in  that  empire  the  peafknts  fcarceiy  enjoy  the  rights  of 
cattle. 

- '  i  •  treaty, 
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treaty,    ajwj  teftan*e»tery  bequeft*,  but  aifcfil  by 
j^cji^ft,   A^ii^asK*^thiB;laftin^bfe^ojB^it 
ft^Q(9FjH?py;  wfrere  j$  i*.wejl  known,  tire*  e»ip»- , 
ror  C^ai^es  IV,  pureMfitf  the  «wf k(0f:  Brtai^BD^ 
tw&ofthecleftprOtbQ,  in  the  year  137ft;  and 

Ffofrmq,  JhwHgnf  of:  Nutenburg*.  This;  may 
ferve  to  ftewaf  Jffi#  tfefttdbe  praaiceia  riotippcu* 
Jiar  tp  Ruffi^,  .  j 

&  CElcoNpM¥-BQo^.  Thefe  belonged formerly 
tq  tl#  bHhop**  jofewfitos,  «nd  monaficries;  but 
Wseije  taken  feoM  thsw  iifctke  year  17^4,  aud 
ptoepd  under  the  dir^lw  of  a  college  of  ceco* 
npny,  frQip  wh*qh  they  have  ever  fince  had  tiieif 
9Wie;  an4  are  »ttA*r..Qtt  much  the  fame  footing 
with  the  crown-boors.  Being,  like  them,  under 
the  inipefttpn  of  the  k^m.emlhoft  •>  audi  oeconomy- 
diredfrft,  payiag  particular  tayes  and  enjoying 
certain,  privileges :  fo  they  no  longer  need  to  be 
diftinguiflifd,  but  njay  properly  be  afibciated  with 
thecrovBtboors* 

.  3.  Boog*  of  the  .  minis.  They  require  to  be 
particularised;  a$ib  peculiarly  belonging  to  private 
lnWiwork*,  that  they  can  never  be  feparated  fro» 
them,  therefore  they  can  never  be  ibid  or  exchanged 
apart,  though  they  are  transferable  with  the  works 
to  another,  mailer.     However,  here  are  not  in* 


*  In  this  fide  it  is  notorious  that  noblemen,  bucghtrs,  a*£ 
boors,  with  their  fcveral  poEktiions,  wtre  included.  They  werp 
all  fold  together.  '  '      • 

eluded 
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eluded  thofe  crown-boors  who  are  termed  prtpi£ 
aiye,  and  are  attached  to  the  iriine-works  folely 
for  working  out  their  head-money*  Accordingly, 
only  thofe  are  meant  who  aft  as  maftei>-workmen, 
and  are  delivered  as  recruits  from  the  boors  belong- 
ing to  the  crown  and  the  nobles ;  but  are  con* 
^reyed  as  property  to  the  mine-proprietors,  yet  as 
inseparable  from  the  works ;  and  the  proprietary 
mine-boors,  whom  the  crown  grants  of  its  vaffals 
-  to  numbers  of  mine-owners,  who*  have  no 'boors 
belonging  to  them,  as  permanent  workmen,  yet 
in  fuch  manner  that  they  dwell  on  the  territory  of 
the  works,  belong  heritably  to  fuch  proprietary; 
(hut  only  fo  long  as  he  15  mafter  of  *  the  works,) 
awimuft  bring  up  their  children  folely  for  that 
mine-work.  <  •     - 

■  4.  Noble,  or  private  boors.  •  Several  au- 
thors, and  among  them  our  countryman  Perry, 
give  a  lamentable  account  of  their  condition.  ■  It 
is,  however,  not  only  exaggerated,  but  almoft 
always  reprefented  in  too  general  a  manner.  There 
are  indeed  lords  who  drain  .their  exa&ions  too  far, 
and  opprefs  their  vaffals ;  yet  this  can  only  be  faid' 
af  thofe  who  require  too  great  and  too.  various  tri- 
butes, or  of  fome  of  the  country-nobles,  particu- 
larly the  poorer  of  them,  who  carry  on  the  forming 
bufinei*  themfelves,  or  leave  it  to  the  management 
of  fome  mcrcilefs  upravitel,  or  overfeer,  who  by 
Krth  is  only  a  vaffal  himfelf  Their  condition, 
indeed,  depends  entirely  on  the  humour  or  caprice 

of 
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.of,  theft  lord  .*,;  yet  t  it: ».  not  to  be  denied-  that  a 
great  part  of  them,  efpecially  fuch  as  belong  tQ 
wealthy  lords,  who  require  neither  taik-ljef  vice  nor 
deliveries  of  produ&s,  but  only  take.  3,  moderate 
pbrok,  lire  happily,  grow  rich,  and  would  hardly 
be  perfuaded  to  change  their  condition  for  wh&£ 
paffes.  under  the  name  of  freedom,  but  is  com- 
monly nothing  more  than  a  brilliant  conceit    As 
an  inftancp  we  need  only  take  the  village  JBoretfh, 
not  far  from  Mofco,  belonging  to  count  Vladimir 
sOrlof,  and  which  may  be  vifited  by  any  traveller 
,that  choofes.  .  There  every  cottage  aeaply  fefem- 
bles  a  little  hotel ;.  the  people  go  dreflfed  in  filks, 
.have  coftly  furniture  and  utenfils,  live  on  a  grand 
.  fcale,   and  entertain  fumptuoufly,  the  numerous 
grangers  that  yifit  them ;  they  keep  up  a  .qqj*- 
nexion  not  only  with  merchants  in.  the  adjacent 
towns,  but  inftead  pf  agriculture  follow  m  g^rdeft- 
jng,  from  w>ich,  on  account  of  their  pipjumity 
•  to  Mofco,    they  derive  great  profits ;  sm  whereby 
they  are  enabled  to  live  as  they  do  v. -Neither 
.muft  it.  be  fuppofed  that  thefe  are  tfee  only  vaffaks 
that  live  in  affluence ;  a$,  befujes  the  rich,  villus 
.  Ivanflca  and  Paylof fly,  belonging  to  cqunt  She- 
remetyef,  there  are  mwy  others  which  e£e?ip£  the 
of  foreigners  in -their  hafiy  It^tv^is,  ,w}\o 


#  The  (ame  thing  happens  in  the  petty  principalities  of  Ger- 
many: ibme.of  the.  princes  by  gentle  .treaJpftent  render  fheir 
fabjecV  happy,  while  otters  Oppreft  thapi  sky- Uses*  .drupoftf* 
and  har(h  j*etb«d$. 

vox.  11.  l  from 
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from  Horn  fccwr  oAA  tr*  tbo  fept  to  btrndnis  ** 
all ;  tui4ttte  not  iofprttng  that,  from  the  wretetaft 
torjks  of  tlie  EfthoniaM,  they  ftould  be  toft  into 

«hffc  mHfeke. 

Theses  tb  their  lord  ore  fettled  <fay  iotairfe; 
fcme  pay  the  obrok,  others  perfbtr*  tfaJMtoice, 
t»,  in  Hfiu  of  it,  deliver  certain  pot-riota  of  iflMir 
itfatural  :pre«l&cfc ;  from  others  again  all  tiiefe  are 
dteitdeel:  ha\«\ter,  the  vbtok  atone,  e$fettadly 
Where  die  tofd  fe  rich,  to  tHe  tftbft  iifMk  Hf tty 
mike,  «r  ev*ry  "mate  head  Cftfy  tfhhfe^  tochert  ive, 
*ftd  lbme,  Atom  tiie  ifloft  opatktalt  of  their  toofe, 
**enty-(foe  rabia,  "Or  wen  hiore.  ■^-Itibfe  *kb 
tore  the  WOfft  are  thep»i\ta«e  boors  who  *teobitge& 
to  p«rftjrm  taflc-fcrvice,  in  lieu  of  Uie  obrofc,  it 
-tte  niiiis-vortes  of  their  lord,  tyW ch  ritey  he  <st  a 
■^reat  diftttrice ;  and  perhaps  the  tetrgth  of  the 
-#ay  is  riOt'atalTconfidewd*. 

For  this  ittfferuiitefs  of  fttojeas,  *Meh  torttigs  the 
^government  fo  many  Important  produces,  fat  «tfe 
lame  time  'giving erfergy  *o  Uhe  array  and  o&ty, 
and  cofatrrbutmg  the  moil  tb  tlie  public  twenties, 
not  trruc'h  ca*e  had  been  taken  thiring  the  fobmer 
reigns,  though  the  interest  df  the  ibvereigfi  a«d 
the  empire  fo  effentiatly  required  it.  Efen  Peter  I. 
engaged  as  'hfe  was  hi  fo  many  important  lUfcder- 
takings,  could  perhaps  find  no  time  for  properly 

•  Thai  prafdbr  PaHa»  tell*  ds,  that  Ante  of  Mr.  JtaftidttP* 
boom  hive  above  fix  hondrcd  vwfts,  or  about  ive  hand**! 
-englilh  milei,  to  go  to  work  at  their  mailer'*  iron  works. 

.    attend- 

2 


attending  to  thfa  object  8b  muoh  the  ittof*  <«*« 
neftly  was  it  taken  tip  by  3W  fctttf  «B$f«&  A 
ftriking  proof  of  if  is  ism  i*  hit  \&&t*&i<m  for 
the  code  of  few*  • •  whoreta  fte  ttdt  <wly  patf* 

the  Japatiefe  fbr  the  *Ba**n  a&p «td  by  &&&,  that 

fervfcfttt  ought  *ot  «»  i**  fo#  hardly  titiiteA,  a#g 
readtty  leads  to  ttftee*  f  ?  b«t>  A*  rfeolafttf  e*« 
pttftfy  J  her  «litfatfc&8iofi  it  a*  (tarity  *«n 

wftteh  ffrfc  fftfWiOr  cfofe  fe  fetoeiiffM*  fceftfttf  J 

°  Hoover,  it  oatutot  be  deAioi  (fay*  the  «w« 

••  pttft)  that  »«y  fir*  a€ t&ne*  rt«cft  OpprtrM* 
And  then  &dw&  it  to  be  hef  wift  and  fier  ftdr- 
nation  that  Vaiftbg*  Aoold  be  tttoftheif;  Inrf,  tf 
this  fhouW  at**  ^rttft  oWfccies,  yet  f  hit  fife  <*>tt* 
*tiofl  of  tftw  be***  might  fee  betted,-  a*4  aft 
©pprdftve  aoufes  tapped,  NOtfoOnteMted  hftti§¥», 
with  e*f>reHrag  her  wtft^  m  did  *&uft%  adopt 
fcteral  tteaforW  W  e#Wfc*atd  her  b#u*de*f  £2P 

jwfitk»s,  hy  toftftirtttig  *  mgafm  trtbibtil  for  the 
to©»,  entirely  ebwfeto  oat  0/  tliwfc  own  tm4y  ;■  «*• 
KferiBg  the  too*  at  tfttf  itiine*  ftota  OpprfetiBtfe; 
appowffeg  e*erfeerS  *»£  gaaftttaWs  to*  pteYeM 
every  rpefcieo  of  Violence,  Set.  a*d  0*  ev#y  000** 
foa  re09Mme»dit>g  gterittottefc  flg*  fcttftWrffty,  of 
#Wch ;4te helfelf ft# fo  gWa€  rin  #WWpte.  Ail itf 
not  to  b«  brought  Dfeottt  tt  Otttd^  tf$»cfcty  is 

*  IfltafOktk,  ifctt.  «& 

ration. 
J  laftnia.  part  iL  t*L  ft  f.  #9*  Jrtaftr 

jl  2  fflfitfra 
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matters  where  the  antient  prerogatives  of  the  nobi- 
ftty  demand  a  difcreet  refpeQ;. 

It. was  probably  in  cojifequence?  of  this  imperial 
declaration,  that  the  free  (Economical  fociety  at 
St  Peterfburg,  a  few  years  finoe  propofed  the  im- 
portant political  queftidn; .  Whether  it  would  be 
proper  to  abolish  yaffalage  in  Ruffia,  with  a  prize 
for  the  moftfatisfa&ory  anfwer  ?  The  fociety  re- 
ceived papers  in  the  french  language  from  feveral 
candidates ;  one,  extolling  liberty,  but  advifing 
great  caution  in  the  introducing  of  it  Another 
Frenchman  *  fent  an  elegant  differtation,  which, 
with  all  its  beauties  of  di&ion,  was  found  imprac- 
ticable: it  was  like  an  alarm-bell |,  recommending 
the  immediate  diffufion  of  liberty  throughout  the 
country.  m  On  this  fubjeft  a  great  variety  of  matr' 
jers  come  into  confideration.  Ifor,  to  mention 
only  a  few,  it  is  well  known  that  the  crown  is  not 
jyillipg  tp  interfere  direftly  in  concerns  between 
the  gobies  and  their  boors,  when  the  rights  of  the 
former  may.  cQme  in  coljifion:  fecondly,  the 
prown-boor,  while  he  continues ,  fugh,  feels  his 
vafiatyge  but  little,  .if  at  all :  thirdly,  many  vaf- 
ials  live  mpi;e.happily  than  if  they  .were  free.  I^et 
us  onjy.cpmpare  the  fubftantial  and  fometimes 
ppulent  ruffian  boor  with  the  peasantry  of  fome 

:  *  Probabl)r,  Marmontel,  at  leaft  from  thft  captivating  ftyle 

aad  other  charaderiiUcs,  he  was  generally  held  to  be  the  au- 
thor. 

+  This  was  the  titlV  to  the  maaufcrij*. . .:; . .  : 

•  ~:i*  ':  other 
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other  countries,  needy  and  crufhed  under .  taxes, 
while" they  boaft  of  their  liberty.  F6urt£ly,'1f 
liberty  fliould  be  fuddenly  and  g^ftllyiiitro^ 
diiced,  it  muft  be  done  by  an  -edift  f  bUt'tfhat 
confiifion  would  not  hence  arife,1  as  the  peopte 
have  no  idea  6f  Bberty1>ut  bylts€driiiea{(»i Ivith 
licentiou&efe?  fifthly,  the  boo*  mixft  always  "pay. 
taxes ;  if  they  be  moderate,  he  may  ftill  live  com- 
fortably in  his  •  way,  *  whether  tPe  call  him  Vafial, 
or  even  flaVe,%  for  the  name  figtiifics  ndthing. 
Even  the  tafk-works  are  often  "eafier  than  the 
heavy  fums'that  afcf  paid  for*  every  article  of  life 
by  taxes  in  many  countries.  Sixthly,  ithasbeeti 
remarked,  that  by  tafk- works  more  produ&s  are 
gained,  efpecfally  Vith  great  landowners.  Se- 
venthly, the  introdu&itfn  of  liberty  might  be  very 
prejudicial,  not  only  to  the  mine-works,  but  "alfo 
to  agriculture ;  nay,  it  already  appears  that,  by 
extending  the  obrok,-  hi  feveral  diftrifts  the  Iatftir 
has  fuffered  a  decline.  Eighthly,  what  ihould 
the  boor  do  with  liberty  if  he  be  forbidden  to  pof- 
fefs  heritable  property  *  ?  &c.  1£  as  was  doi^c  in 
the  late  reign,  care- be  taken  .to  prote&  the  .pea- 
fantry  againft  opprcfTors,  *  and  fomc  bounds  be  &$. 
to  the  power  of  the' nobles ;  if  the  utmoft  endea- 
vours be  ufed  to,  keep  the  taxes  moderate,  and  the 

•  •      i 

*  It  might  indeed  be  gradually  permitted  him,  but  it  would 
be  attended  with  a  thoufand  difficulties,  efpecially  in  regard  to 

the  noble-boors, 

»  ...  ,  .  #  •. 

« 

'  i3  '  hope 
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of  Wpg  «Wwp4  bol4Iy  to  ptfeft  fane  pro- 

|>erty,  iJWWh^lwonijrperfoBa^  1*  not  <ktfe*te4> 
fctf  fa^WP  #fafcl#M*l ;  th*»  fv*»  tfc  v»fiai  Wy 
£?«  <smfcepfc}4  a«4  h*ppy  w  his  hwptye  Wbtfa- 
t«»>  AiM  »  fiwhgwd  cn-c^wflwww  v4?ry  many 
of  the  bww  tatoftgiag  tP  tfw  crown  «i<J  the  no- 
fefes  *&MBtfy  **?.    Tim  vm  «  wrfeady  fccwuug 

w«4«IiBfii  #9*»  day  0  4*ft  as  *hf  <*pprc&  fo 
uniformly  fti£pl«ye4  to-  *mweari$4  attegtiw*  to 
promote  this  welfare  $f  the  cleft  of  vaflak  E*- 
ampfas  vet e  not  writing  a*a4er  h#r  admmiftr*tion, 
of  stobfaem  hei»g  brought  to  fcvwe  a^cowt  for 
wuekias  egtrcj&d  on  thewr  v*{T%te  *  Jode*i  the 
Many  wife  jegvkftODP  that  had  1**r  wujtf,  wd 
irtre  ftiii  raekiny  tt  the  eatf  pf  her  wgp,  opt&ed 
*  fine  p*Jpe&  4*k  ft  titrity. 

In  concluding  th#  attire,  it  way  be  obferrod, 
that  the  **ofc  tiftial  wy  by  which  a  vaflW  i*  ftph, 
a^yfeh^horatf  *  vaflalf-    fly  the  copwnofi 

law 

♦  ^  german  nobleman,  with  iif  lady,  have  been  confined 
for  fevetal  years  paft  in  a  place  on  the  there  of  the  Baltic*  for 
taring,  both  of  them,  exeretfcd  much  crueJty  in  the  ehaiHfe- 
«fes*  of  their  vaflW*.  —The  very  ihfitf  of  the  lord*  wttoat 
ey«kernMre,  #k*14  reftwin  J4p  font  fob  behavior  u 
Mi  people.  When  opec  ttey  art  enraged  they  fet  dp  bounds 
to  their  fury;  it  has  not  unfreqoently  happened  that  a  too 
fiiftere  landlord,  or  his  no  left  imprudent  bailiff,  has  been 
Inferably  murdered  by  the  boors, 

f  lit  Livonia,  the  laws  mention  Tome  other  ways ;  however 
they  are  fcldom  heard  of  at  prefent.    There  hare  been  cafes, 

where 
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law  of  Livonia  evety  child  born  of  an  unmarried 
female  vaffal  belongs,  without  regard  to  the  fa- 
ther, to  the  efiate  where  it  is  born.  Peter  I.  how- 
ever,  by  an  ukafe  in  1716,  ordained,  that  fuch  a 
child  {hall  be  free  if  a  free  man  have  caufed  it  to 
be  baptifed  in  his  name,  as  father. 


-where  free  people  or  their  children  have  been  fold  for  vafials  i 
yet  the  tribunal*  giant  them  relief,  at  leaft  the  Utter,  when 
they  come  to  demand  their  freedom. 
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The  importance  and  the  variety  of  the  objects 
that  fall  under  this  title,  demand  a  particular  di- 
vifion  of  our  work.  But,  in  order  to  bring  into 
fome  fort  of  arrangement  the  obfervations  that 
naturally  occur,  fome  whereof  may  be  confidered 
as  mere  fuppofitions,  and :  others  as  only  quef- 
tions* ;  "we  fhall  reduce  them,  without  much  fol- 
licitude  in  the  choice,  under  feveral  heads. 


•  At  this  the  reader  will  not  be  fufprifed  if  he  confider  that 
fhk  mutter  has  been  but  little  agitated ;  and  that  the  inquirer 
mo*  frequently  meet  with  obfcoritiea,  which  probably  will 
nearer  be  quite  cleared  op. 

y  SE<> 
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SECTION    I. 

* 

The  Succeffion. 

Rvssia,  a»  far  upwafds  as  hiftoiy  jeaehoi,  has 
ever  be§n  an  hereditary  empire.  For,  though 
Rurik,  on  being  called  to  the  throne,  did  not 
afcend  it  on  thk  exprefe  condition*,  yet  it  was 
filled  by  his  defendants  till  the  race  became  ex- 
tinct; that  is,  according  to  th$  ufual  computa- 
tion, from  about  the  year  S&2  to  159ft.  Such  an 
uninterrupted  fucceffion,  againft  which  the  nation 
never  manrfefted  the  flighteft  objection,  be  it 
grounded  sis  it  may,  is  of  greater  validity  than 
the  moft  folemn  compaft,  and  fhould  be  confidered 
«S  the  ttritewlodgai  <*i£ifetip*  ftf  tfef  ffnpfr* 
IV  WWfllft  »*  Jeftft  %h§  pioft  ffiiigfctp^of  tfiw, 

%*md  it  cwvmmt  pn4  fdutaqr,  ^  p^vitfm& 
&*  t(&fyim#  w*4  otimtiw*  ttetf  *"fe  &»»  ekp? 
tto«,  AsqardiB^y,  *#gr  tfci  fxti»^^  of  % 
me  pf  Rurik*  it  ww  rjftgM  wftfr  *U  fr  fore?  ^ 
another  dywfty,    Fjm,  *!**  Mfybftfe  Fcotop^ 

vitch  RomMttf  |fa*4sA  tfr  &K8*  »  1$J?>  * 
charter  was  executed  confirming  it  to  him  and 


*  *#cerds  which  might  h*e  he  ttifidtid  to 
mi  kp**«,  fad  pe*h*p  *m  mm  m  t*ia*  Tkf  *pUre*  «f 
the  empire  have  been  fearched  in  raja  fm  aooina|i  §t  a  tm 
■tore  modern  date. 

all 


TQfi  »UCCBM!OH.  US 

«01  fefc  poflerity  •;  by  which  aft  Raffia  was  gft 
fcrmal  ftWMMr  declared  a  real  hereditary  empirtv 
The  fvafiopai  modifics-tiene  of  thtt  hereditary 
right  of  fueeejlkra  may  be  fttppe&d,  trow  want  of 
records,  to  be  fcwcely  reducible  from  rrajotor  p<h 
tied*,  .efptcfelly  tt»  hiftpry,  which  ought  tfrfervc 
as  a  guide,  relates  events  whence  many  douhti 
and  uncertainties,  arife.  The  fen  doe*  not  always 
immediately  (ucceed  to  bis  fetter  in  the  govern* 

meat :  we  example  of  this,  among  others,  ia  in 
the  grand  prmw  Vladimir  Yteyolodovftcb,  who. 
dying  in  MS*,  was  fuceeeded  by  hto  three  &m  ia 
the  order  of  tfuw*  birth ;  only  tie  third,  oasoeJj 

YfttfeefK  t*ig0A<l  »t  UA  %  fofne  tiros  conjointly 
with  the  jba  of  hi*  brother,     Jt  has  feqveptjjr 

happw«4  that  the  tons  of  the  deegaftd  gm&d 
prince  have  contended  for  the  throne  wtih  their 
uncles.  However,  io  early  times  a  great  wgard 
was  paid  to  feriority;  thus  $rifttopolk  in  1099 
mounted  the  throne,  as  tine  eldeflt  of  the  reigning 
family.  Therefore  when  Peter  I.  wanted  to  intro- 
duce feme  alteration  ia  the  antient  rule  of  fuccef- 

*  This  appeal*  Aom  Schlatter**  fcatartcal  caqatry,  p.  so. 
where  it  it  eJfo  Aewa  «fcat  the  original  is  aawng  die  archives  of 
the  empire,  as  that  profeflbr  (aw  it  there.  The  qoeAion,  whe- 
ther they  who  exeaotad  it  w«rt  authorised  e«4  commifioped  to 
that  purpofe,  or  whether  they  repreftftfed  <he  *aa*0*  «*  aothiaf 
to  the  tmfaef*.  m  the  Utter  appaowed  of  it,  at  baft  by  their 
fileacc;  and  ibis  fertiitiry  .right  wis  already  fcvcA  hawked 
years  old. 

fion, 


t 
/ 

1 
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Aon,  he  was  obliged  to  add  /harp  mehaces  to 
his  dedaration ;  and  yet- great  diflatiMfo&ion  was 
flielra  on  the  occafion,  though  even  by  that  ordi- 
fiance  the  original  fucceflionwas  nOtdeftroyed, 
and  though  there  was  no'  law  in  being  to  regit* 
late  the  fucceffion,  at.  leaft  none  that  is  notf 
known. 

Thehiftory  of  the  eighteenth  century*  fhews  that 
the  crown  devolves  on  either  fex  without  diftinc* 
tion ;  fo  that,  though  we  fee  in  the  family  of 
Pete*  I.  the  male  heir  at  times  to  have  pfecederfce/ 
it  is  not  an  absolute  pre-eminence  over  tHefemales, 
fince  Catharine  I.  did  not  govern  as  regent  during 
the  mifaority  of  her  kinfman,  but  was  acknpw- 
ledged  as  next  heir  in  quality  of  ionfort  to  the 
defuiift  emperor,  and  acceded  to  the  throne  as 
emprefs  in  preference  to  her  kinfman  f.  Some  do 
not  fcruple  t6  affirm  that  Ruflia  has  always  been 
the  happieft  and  has  always  increafed  in  power 
and  authority  under  a  female  reigri. 

•  To  attempt  going  farther  back  into  remoter  periods  would 
be  fruitlefs,  as  moil  of  the  events  of  thofe  times,  for  want  of  a 
regular  biftory,  are  by  much  not  fofficiently  known  or  unfolded. 
For  this  reafon  nothing  is  here  faid  of  the  grand  duchefs  Olga, 
of  the  tenth  century,  &c. 

+  The  Chinefe  miift  have  been  but  little  acquainted  with 
the  european  forms  of  government,  as  well  as  with  the  an- 
tient  hiftory  of  Perfia,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  aftonifhment 
exprefled  at  this  by  their  great  officers  of  ftate:  but  they  were 
foon  taught  better. 

We 
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AVc  leam  firQjfl  hiftory  that  lometimcs  the  mo- 
narch  has  been  defied.  -  It  was  By  eleftion  that 
Vaffilli  VaffiUievitch  the  Blind  was  feated  oil  the 
throne..  But  the  lateft  mftance  .of  this  was  when, 
the  crown  was  .offered  to  -the  dowager  diichefs, 
afterwards  emprefs  Anne-  .  By  her  father  flie  had 
forae  right  to  it,  but  by  fax  not  the  neareft,  as 
her  elder  filler  was  ftilL  alive,  and  the  tcftament  of 
Catharine  L  iwas  againft  her.  But  who  were. the 
eleftors,  or  ratlin  who  have  the  right  of  election, 

and  in  what  cafes,  we  have  no  other  means  of 

«  *  »   .    ,  '  ...» 

difcoyering  than  by  fearching  ijito  hiftory  for 
events  of  that  nature,  and  thence  to  form  what 
conclufious  we.  are  able,  fince  there  is  no  writtei* 
law  upon  the  fubjeft.     Without  going  up  to  the 

reicrn  of  a  Rurik  for  tranfaclions  veiled  in  obfeu- 

«  .... 

rity,  the  hiftory  of  the  middle  age  takes  notice 
of  the  grand  duke  Vaffilli  VaffiUievitch  the  Blind, 
who  in  .1425  took  the  reins  of  empire,  being 
placed  on  the  grand  princely  throne  at  the  unani- 
mous rcqueft  of.  the  mpfcovitc  people,  with  the 
-concurrence  of  all  the  princes,  as  alfo  of  the 
clergy*. •  It  feemed  neceffaty~t6  mentioft  this~ 
becaufe  here  certain  ele&brsare&ecified,  namely; 
people,',  princes,  and. clergy;  iA  \vhich,  however, 
feveral  doubts  and  difficulties  occur.      Befides, 

V 

•  •  ■      «  ,  »  •    «     •    -  f 

*  So  Itomonofof  exprefaly  fays  in.  his  compendious  annals  of 
the  ruffian  fovereigns.  V  take  him  for  a  £uide,  on  the  fuppbfi- 
tion  that  he  has  drawn  from  authentic  fburces."  It  is  unpoflible 
to  quote  originals  on  thib  fubjecl. 

thU 
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this  event  belongs  not  properly  to  this  place,  as 
that  grand  prince  demanded  the  government  by 
tight  of  focceffion,  and  the  horde  had  at  that 
tfrne  great  huttience;  Examples  ought  to  be 
taken  fVoitt  thofe  times  when  the  nation  was  en- 
tirely fVee,  and  under  no  foreign  ittffnenee  what- 
ever. Such  as  when  Boris  Feodorovftch  Gddttttof, 
in  159«,  was  feated  on  the  throne  "bythepeo^ 
"  ple#  and  the  boyars;*  and  on  his  death,  hi 
166*,  his  fom  Feodor  Bbriftmtch  Godunof,  "  by 
41  aH  ranks  of  the  tttofcovite  people."  Shortly 
after  this,  VaflHli  Ivanovhch  Ztrifkoi  was  efefted 
tarf.  During  his  reign  fonre  difcontented  boyars 
efe&ed  VTadiflaf,  a  poKfli  prince,  to  be  their  fiy- 
♦etefgn,  but  wfchont  effe€tj.  In  the  yea*  lfflS 
91  ikhatla  Feodotovitch  Hoiitanof  acceded  to  the 
throne  by  unanimous  efe6fion  "  in  a  gettenrf  a£ 
fembly  of  the  boyars  and  the  other  eftates  of 
the  country,"  yet  partly  alfo  as  a  near  relation 


4€ 
*4 


*  Lotnonofof,  f.  J 7.  Atotktr  Kftttlan  fty*  d*t  the  people 
ttlrtoft  forced  hint  on  the  riroie.  Bat  ksr*  neither  rireprruDei 
no>  tho  dcrgy  art  mentioned  a* efedort:  tho  formir  paakqM 
art  included  among  die  boyars. 

+  Here  LoraonofoF  does  not  at  all  fpecify  who  the  elc&ors 
toecc;  probably  becanfe  the  authorities  he  conialttfd  are  Ulerit 
Upon  ft.  — If  h  Well  known  the*y  w~tfe~  all  three  r fated  to 
the  tzarian  family,  extinft  in  the  male  line. 

X  Hie  above-nfentibned  elefiioAs  ftieV,  that,  with  tBe  rela- 
tions of  the  reigning  family,  Grangers  and  native  or  foreign 
prince*  came  into  confideration. 

to 
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w  ihe  tattfe*  4may  n^w  *x*fci&  to  thd  »*le 

Bteag«;  *  alfe  fe  viftae  tf  nbtuthaifeis  fey 
wfcfch  fete  fatft*  had  ttfrtouiy  DMA  htfr  »  the 

Nov  the  firft  queftion  is,  who  are  we  to  ifotfeP' 
ftaad  tty  ttrt  people?  UMdmftf  rpttfts  .JBtfcci- 
ftilp  Uf  «h6  f&bfeOVfte  pt&bpto-,  wtflcft  to  an  «tv 

pttflion  <*f  gttfet  ambiguity  >  &r  ft  miy  dttkoto  (fee 

fciifelititi*  «f  Cftfe  city  of  Glottis  «itfltfiN!efy  |  few 
ft**  it  StnfcA  haVfe  heeh  frevfottffV  '4  <&# :  to  ftft 

kw  4r  petftmatitti  ia>  fach  rigtt  «*f  tftftfttt 

grifeNNl  to  fit;  ¥ltftttls  tt>  <oA»  c4titt  (feVerlfl  dt 
«fcicfe  *re  t*t  tt*>He  ftntftftt)  &fe  f Igtft  fiSs  **** 
given.  But  it  may  likewife  fignify  all  the  people 
<n  Ihe  tfttffte  elfiptf e,  which  is  fomeUmes  denomi- 
nated from  its  metropolis :  howerer,  it  is  «ot  *• 
be  imagined  that  tlrt  lUftant  ttibto  «*•  Profit 

wt?»  **  «Mfe4  to  m  th&tnt.    LMdy,  fytte 

tem  My  '%6  fttS^t&i  Vtify  ttifi  chfef -nartoh,  that 
WhicTi  is  property  ruftian :  yet  certainly  the  coun- 
try-folks,  the  % mod  numerous  of  *U,  wo*  <Wt 
doafirtttol  «fc  -tibefir  importamt  •cettogfc.  G6dfe~ 
tpwtotfy,  te  WWft  ttflptffett  tto  Ifeiu  ^fttW  «tffll 
fbflte  #,  Hrtfb  ttfbk  the  tlttfthefe  lijtoa  lhen>,  or  who 
had  the  confidence  oi  the  nation.;  ajjtd  thttk>  *4 
{he  ,p*qrie  approved  of  tkok  dufae*  at  lwft  ty 
U»irfitrtK^  k  tegte  fWpetH  U  :fm  tfeitt  thty 

-  *  4»*o»Uk  4m  4tfito**4feta^  ***,;  W*tf«  fcftd<**>* 
#dly  feck  them  among  tie  following,,  as  the  arctatWW  *• 
empire  afford  no  light  on  the  fubjeft. 

elected 
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de&ed*.  Befidcs,  as  it  often  happens  on,  like 
occafions,  the  people  of  the  capital,  0*;  thq  Mof- 
covites,  under  the  condwd  of  a  few  forward  and 
leading  men,    might  have  greatly   contributed 

toitf. 

2dly,  The  princes  here  fpokcn  of  fcem  to  have 
been  either  of  that  clafe  wjbo  were  afterwards 
called  boyars,  or  they  who  pofl^fled  their  par- 
titioned principalities.  Of  the  latter  we  find  it 
(aid  by  a  ruffian  hiftorian  J,  that,  fubfequent  to 
"the  death  pf  Mftiflaf,  they  had  arrogated  to  them- 
fejves  fo  much  power,  that  they  looked  upon  the 

grand  prince  as  their  equal,  and  allowed  him  no 

■       • 

*  What  is  done  by  Tome  few,  if  not  contradi&ed  by  the  reft, 
is  frequently  and  not  improperly  cdnfidered  as  done  by  all. 
Thus  the  emprefs*  Elizabeth  in  her  firft  nftnifefto  might  juftly 
lay,  that  ail:  good  fnhje&i  had  wiihed  her  to  mount  the  patef-i 
nal  throne.  And  %  the  emprefs  Anna,  might,  without  adducing 
Other  reaforis,  annul  the  ele&on-capitolation  me  Jiadfigned, 
fince  ftie  regarded  herfelf  as  heirefs  to  the  crown,  and  was  pe- 
titioned fo  annul  it  by  a  number  of  cohftderable  noblemen,  in 
the  name  of  the -people.  ' 

.  f  In,  the  fucceeding  revolutions  the  populate  of  the  i*fc 
dence,  being,  fet  in  motion,  have  fometimes,  ai^ed  by  feme 
foldiers  of  the  guards,  made  themfelves  of  conference.  And, 
indeed,  how  eafy'is  it  for  a  few  aclive*  perfons,  fcy'prefentSj 
proraHes,  aftfW'  reports,  and  above 'all  by  the  pretence  of  dan- 
ger torc{igion9'to.lead.theraohle.at  their  pleafare  j  fp  that  they 
may. be  imVcpnental  to  revolutions  and  .othexpu?pof«;;thcmgh 
perhaps  fcarcely  ten  perfons  of  them  all  know  any  thing  of 
what  is  amended;!  .-Happy*  iwhhn  each  fcebes  pafc  oflP'wkhOut 
diilarbaacel    r  •  'v,-\o*   ,oj  £'-'.::  ma..:  :';ot  w.% 

J  Tatifchtfchcf.  •:  ■'    'Q*V       *   ^       ■.    J 

pre- 
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precedence  except  what  his  title  gave  him.  Such 
princes  have  long  fince  been  no  more  feen  in 
fiuffia ;  hut  when  Vafljlli  Vaffillievitch  the  Blind 
was  ek&ed  they  were  ftttl  in  being.  The  prefent 
numerous  ftock  of  princes  are  no  legitimate  dele- 
gates of  the  people,  not  ever  were  authorized  to 
proceed  to  fo  important  an  election,  and  have  no 
preHTOineBce  over  the  reft  of  the  nobles. 

5.  The  clergy,  as  in  other  empires  and  king- 
doms, found  alio  in  Ruffia  numerous  opportunities 
formerly  of  acquiring  gtieat  influence  and  author 
rity #,  Accordingly,  we  are  informed  by  Tatifc 
cbtfehef,  that  in  the  di&ftrous  periods  of  th£  em  • 
piro,  thd  people  ihewed  more  reverence  to  thetn 
than  to  their  princes ;  by  which  thfey  got  fo  fa* 
the  afw»4ant,  that  tear  Alexey  Mifchaikmtch  was 
prevented  from  making  the  fttU  ufe  of  his  power, 
by  the  ambitious  patriarch  Nikon*  Accordingly 
it  mnft  have  been  a  very  eafy  matter  for  thd 
clergy,  Specially  for  the  higher  orders  of  them, 
to  mix  in  the  affair  of  ele&ions,  and  to  lead  t;he 
fubmiffive  people  to  their  purpofes.  Nor  W$$ 
this  impropriety  entirely  annihilated  till  the  tim$ 
«f  Peter  the  Great,  who  confined  the  clergy  to 
their  p*6per  department 

*  As  in  other  countries,  fo  in  Raffia,  they  had  a  little  mqre 
knowledge  than  the  laity ;  hence  they  acquired  a<tce&  and  in- 
fluence, la  aid  of  (his  perhaps  now  and  tfeea  fojcjftition  *nd 
canning  were  made  to  play  their  parts, 

vol.  it.  x  4.  The 
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'  4.  The  boyars  have  been  already  occafionally 
mentioned.  It  only  remains  to  .  be  remarked, 
that  though  they  are  always  fpoken  of  in  hiftory 
as  perfons  of  diitin&ion,  yet  it  exprefely  mentions 
that  they  received  their  dignity  from  the  fovereign 
alone,  that  it  was  entirely  perfonal,  and  by  no 
means  defcended  from  father  to  fon*.  Hence 
it  is  apparent  that  it  depended  folely  on  the  will 
of  the  monarch,  whether  he  would  have  many  or 
few  boyars>  or  whether  he  would  let  them  alto- 
gether die  away.  Confequently  they  can  never 
be  confidered  as  native  privileged  deputies  of  the 
people  f,  nor  as  perfons  who  could  curb  the  power 
of  the  fovereign,  or  refill  him  in  the  undue  exer- 
tions of  it  Only  on  •  favourable  occafions  they 
grew  more  bold  and  afluming,  and  fought  to  ex- 
pend their  confequence*  It  has  before  been  lhewn 
that  they,  with  the  principal  clergy,  conferred  a 
fpecies  of  nobleffe  on  particular  perfons ;  and  Ta~ 
tifchtfchef  mentions;   that,  upon  the  depofitjoir 

*  As  a  proof  of  this  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  life  of 
count  Scheremetof,  publifhed  in  Doom's  Materials ;  where  we 
find,  p.  403,  that  Nikita  Scheremetof  dying  as  boyar  in  1566, 
his  only  fon  Peter  was  raifed  to  the  fame  dignity,  whofe  fecond 
fon  Vaflilli  was  like  wife  made  boyar  in  16414  and  again  bis  fon 
Peter  in  1659. 

ffWhat  the  word  boyar  or  boyarin  properly  means,  I  can- 
not precifely  afcertain.  In  the  dictionaries  it  is  made  to  imply 
a  lord,  a  perfon  of  quality,  a  nobleman.  In  a  note  upon 
ftaicewich's  obfervations  on  Moldavia,  it  peculiarly  denotes  a 
foldier. 

of 
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of  tzar  Zuifkoi,  feven  boyars,  aiid  efpecially  three 
of  them,  jhad  ufurped  fo  much  authority,  that 
they  brought  great  diftrefs  upon  the  empire.  At 
the  drawing  up  of  the  Uloflienie,  as  we  gather 
from  its  preamble,  they,  with  the  heads  of  the 
clergy,  were  confulted  upon  it;  yet  probably 
only  as  privy-counfellors,  fince  they  were  generally 
noticed  as  fuch  in  the  ukafes.  But,  in  order,  to 
prevent  any  farther  ufurpations  and  iniftakes,  an 
order  was  iffued  in  1701  by  Peter  I.  that  they 
fhould  no  longer  be  mentioned  at  all  in  ukafes.* 
From  the  great  authority  they  enjoyed,  and  from 
the  defire  of  extending  it,  lb  natural  to  man,  wc 
are  eafily  led  to  prefume,  that  they  a6led  the 
fbremoft  parts  in  thefe  elections,  if  they  were  not 
the  prime  managers  of  them :  they  doubtlefs 
thought  themfelves  the  firft  perfonages  after  the 
fovereign  and  the  privileged  reprefentatives  of  the 
people,  efpecially  of  all  the  reft  of  the  nobility ; 
and  this  feems  to  be  the  reafpn  why  the  latter  are 
'not  named  among  the  ele&ors. 

5.  The  eftates  of  the  mofcovite  people,  and  the 
eftates  of  the  country.  —  What  kind  of  people; 
and  claflfes  are  here  meant,  I  cannot  pretend  to 
fay,  if  they  differ  from  thofe  already  mentioned/ 
Xegitimate  national  eftates,  having  an  authority* 
derived  from  compaft  or  privileges,  (according  ta 
the  common  import  of  the  term  in  fome  other 
empires, )  are  not  known  in  Ituffia ;  nor  could 
they  ever  have  exifted  there,  as  the  power  of  the 

m  2  fovereign 
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fcvereign  was  originally  and  has  always  been  un-» 
Umited.  One  might  almoft  venture  to  affirm* 
that,  by  the  eftates,  as  ele&ors,  are  principally 
meant  the  boyar*  and  the  clergy,  who  appear 
nominally  as  fuch,  and  often  had  great  influence. 
Perhaps  fome  of  the  courtiers  and  the  neighbour- 
ing nobility,  might  have  joined  with  them,  as 
well  as  other  enterprifing  perform,  tod  efpecially 
the  people  oi  the  refidenee  * ;  ot&er  towm  whole 
confequeiice  was  not  tety  great,  we  are  certain 
neither  appointed  nor  requifdd  any  ele&idn-de- 
pruties.  Loinonofof,  indeed,  ijpcaks  of  a  general 
affembly  of  nationatUeftates ;  but  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  give  any  tolerable  ftufe  to  this 
txpreffion  if  we  would  extend  the  limits  of  fueh  a 
convention  beyond  the  above-mentioned  perfana 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mofco.  For,  although 
fome  traces  of  confiderable  afferoblies  do  appear 
in  hiflory  f ;  yet,  at  teaft  in  thofe  turbulent  and 

*.  Ail  thefe  are  mere  furmifes.  The  ads  and  records  of 
thefe  elections,  perhaps  among  the  archives  of  the  empire, 
alone  -could  place  this  matter  in-a  jfrdper  light,  if  they  were 
but  known* 

f  Not  to  touch  here  <fo  what  Neftor  tells  as  of  Rurik's 
tkftion,  in  which  obfcurities  abound,  I  {hall  only  qtote  what 
'tatifchtfehef  mentions,  that  ftomanus,  prince  of  Halite  h*  in- 
tended to  hold  a  diet,  to  which  he  invited  all  the  princes ;  bat 
Aey  did  not  ytoat}  and  that  iVan  the  Great  caafed  a  law  to  be 
confirmed  in  a  diet.  —  At  the  compiling  of  ihe  UloOienie  the 
boyars  and  clergy  feem  to  have  been  asTemblcd;  but  not  in  a 
diet.  The  two  latter  had  a  legitimate  chief  in  the  perfon  of 
the  fovexeign. 

1  ftonny 
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{iorftiy  timtt,  abeut  the  year  161S,  when  the 
Jfemity  «f  Romanof  was  ele&ed  to  tlie  fucceflion, 
^  €on vocation  of  eleelion-deputies  out  of  the  em* 
pire  is  not  to  be  imagined ;  and  if  they  were  ac- 
tually aflembled,  it  would  have  been  nothing 
more  than  an  anarchical  mob,  as  having  no  law 
ftrf  prefident  or  fpring  of  action;  confequently  no 
other  ele&ion  was  to  be  expefted,  than  what  fome 
enterprifing  men,  with  violence,  or  by  bribes  and 
perflation*,  brought  about 

In  the  former  half  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
it  feemed  as  if  the  council  held  itfelf  authorifed  to 
take  an  a&ive  part  in  the'  ele&ion  of  the  emprefe 
Anna  *.  Indeed  it  is  faid  in  the  manifefto  that 
eaaae  out  on  die  occafion,  Feb.  4,  1730,  that  flie 
was  raifed  to  the  throne  by  the  unanimous  choice 
of  the  ruffian  nation :  there  were,  therefore,  three 
deputed  bodies  at  it,  on  the  part  of  the  council, 
the  fenate,  and  the  commonalty.  But  Schlgstzer, 
who  appeals  to  this  in  his  hiftorical  inquiries,  has 
clearly  expreffed  himfelf  on  its  true  meaning,  by 
faying,  that  here  are  three  imperial  eftates  in  a 
manner  ipecified  by  namef;   and  that  of  the 

clergy 

*  This  tranfaQioa  is  here  noticed  merely  for  the  fake  of  a? 
tppajreatly  neceftry  remark;  it  not  being  cxaiUy  to  the  par? 
fH>fe,  a*  there  were  heirs  to  the  throne. 

f  If  there  had  the*  been  no  heir  to  the  throne,  and  confe* 
f«e*tly  an  cleAkm  was  neceflary,  then  the  queftion  would  have 
yeally  been,  to  whom  $oes  the  care  of  it  belong  ?  There  were 
j>q  eiUtei  of  the  empire;  nor  even  an  officer,  who  could  law* 

¥  3  fully 
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clergy  no  mention  is  made  *.  Juft  as  little  hact^ 
the  council  full  powers,  or  any  right  to  prefcribe- 
a  mode  or  conditions  of  ele&ion  in  regard  to  the/ 
emprefs  Anna,  efpecially  as  fhe  was  among  the 
heirs  to  the  throne.  Very  different  was  the  cafe, 
when  the  prince  Vaffilli  Zuifkoi,  who  was  re- 
garded as  an  entire  ftranger,  was  chofen  tzar,  on 


fully  take  upon  him  to  call  an  aflembly.  In  lieu  of  the  former 
boyars,  here  were  now  a  fenate,  a  council,  a  cabinet,  and  a 
privy-council.  Bat  whkh  of  thefe  had  everany  commiffion  to 
declare  to  the  people  the  vacancy  of  the  throne,  or  to  inilitutc 
an  election  to  fill  it  ?  Some  meafures  are  only  to  be  juftified  or^ 
excufed  by  neceflity  and  the  filence  of  the  laws.  But  how  came 
the  commonalty  to  be  brought  on  the  carpet  ?  We  know  that  an- 
tiently  the  foldiers  at  Rome  and  at  Constantinople,  took  upon 
them,  either  alpne  or  in  conjunction  with  the  clergy,  to  dtfpofe  of 
the  crown. —Here  the  conftitution  of  the  empire,  for  preventing 
all  calamitous  accidents,  feems  to  want  a  falutary  regulation. 
Whoever  (hall  provide  it,  and  fecure  it  in  perpetuity,  will  be 
one  of  the  greateft  benefactors  to  the  empire  it  ever  had.  Per- 
haps it  wouk|  have  had  a  place  in  the  expelled  new  code  of 
laws.  ■  i 

.  *  Probably  becaufe  they  are  comprehended  in  the  aggregate 
term  nation,  or  becaufe  they  feemed  to  have  loft  their  former 
great  influence ;  or  becaufe  fome  german  ministers,  then  in 
high  favour,  did  not  happen  to  think  of  them.  The  emprefs 
Elizabeth  named  them  exprefsly  in  her  firft  manifefto,  where 
we  find,  that  all  the  faithful  fubje&s  of  the  fpiritual  and  tem- 
poral orders,  particularly  the  regiments  of  life-guards,  had 
unanimoufly  befought  her  gracioufly  to  accept  of  the  throne  of 
her  fathers,  to  which  me  had  the  nearefl  right  by  birth.  — That 
by  the  guards,  or  by  fome  of  that  corps,  many  things  havft 
been  formerly  brought  about,  is  univerfally  known. 

the 
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the  extin&ion  of  the  reigning  houfe  c  whereby 
the  nation  re-entered  into  its  original  rights ;  and, 
if  it  had  thought  fit,  might  have  propofed  to  him 
certain  conditions.  Accordingly,  Tatifchtfchef 
aflerts,  that  the  capitulation,  which,  not  the 
people,  but  a  company  of  fome  grandees,  by  their 
uiurped  authority,  prefcribed  to  him,  was  of  great 
injury  to  the  empire. 

We  find  alfo  thatfovereigns,  during  their  life-time 
have  chofen  and  appointed  the  fucceflbr.  So  tzar 
Feodor  Ivanovitch  bequeathed  the  throne  in  1598 
to  his  kinfman  Feodor  Nikititch  Romanof;  and 
tzar  Feodor  Alex^vitch  on  his  death-bed  appointed 
his  youngeft  brother  Peter,  afterwards  emperor, 
his  fole  heir  *.  The  fame  thing  has  feveral  time? 
happened  in  the  eighteenth  century,  by  tefta- 
ments,  decrees,  ceffions,  and  the  like.  The  right 
or  full  power  to  fuch  a  meafure,  feems  to  require 
no  proof;  as,  1.  the  fovereigns  of  Ruffia  reign 
with  unlimited  authority ;  but,  moreover,  2.  nei- 
ther records  nor  any  other  memorials  can  be  pro- 
duced, whereby  the  people  referved  to  themfelves 

*  Though  both  nominations  partly  faile4  of  accomplifh-  " 
ment,  yet  it  was  not  becaufe  they  were  thought  invalid,  bat 
from  the  occurrence  of  fome  events  which  prevented  their  being 
put  in  execution;  as  afterwards  the  emprefs  Elizabeth  annulled 
the  nomination  of  prince  Ivan.  But  fuch  nominations  in  ear* 
lier  times,  as  that  of  tzar  Ivan  VaJEllievitch  (to  which  Peter  I« 
appeals  in  his  regulation  of  the  fuccelfion,  but  of  which  the 
records  are  unknown)  were  acknowledged  to  be  of  undoubted 
validity. 

jh  4  an 
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4tt  influence,  or  fixed  the  fuccefiion  to  the  reign* 
ing  family #:  and,  3.  they  never  coattadt&ed 
fuch  nomination,  but  approved  it  by  their  fi- 
fcnce,  and  of  courfe  acknowledged  the  full  right 
of  the  monarch  •'  which  arguments  are  ftrength- 
ened  and  increa&d,  on  confidering,  4.  that  the 
people  at  the  very  beginning  made  their  throfte 
hereditary,  and  afterwards  renewed  and  confirmed 
this  mode  of  fUccefi&on,  as  oonfefifedty  advan- 
tageous, principally  in  the  view  of  avoiding  all 
the  coafufions  that  would  enfue  on  evety  inter- 
regnum, or  in  their  own  proceedings  at  elections ; 
~*nd  thereby  folemnly  renounced  its  concern  in 
the  fucceffion,  fo  long  as  the  reigning  houfe  is  in 
being;  leaving  it,  in  fo  far  as  it  comprifed  the 
original  right  of  election,  to  their  foveretgn  aad 
his  unlimited  will.  That  this  antient  right  of  tho 
fovereign  to  name  his  fucceffor,  exercifed  id  for-. 
tiper  (imes,  and  acknowledged  by  the  nation,  and 
fo  frequently  neceflary  to  the  well-being  cf  the 
empire,  may  be  exerted,  follows  accordingly  from 
the  effential  conftitptkxn  of  the  empire,  which 
bears  the  form  of  a  fundamental  law.  Therefore 
it  required  fto  written  ordinance  to  make  it  valid. 
Peter  the  Great,  however,  iffued  fuch  an  ordin 

*  Indeed  it  was  required  of  the  emprefs  Anne,  previous  to 
her  acceffion,  that  (he  mould  not  appoint  a  fucceflbr  without 
tne  concurrence  of  the  fenate:  though  this  was  no  demand  of 
{he  nation*  but  merely  of  a  college,  and  was  immediately  an- 
nulled at  the  rcqueft  of  a  part  of  the  nobility. 

nance^ 
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nance,  dated  the  5th  of  February  1728,  but 
merely  on  account  of  a  well-known  event,  in  or* 
iter  to  give  his  will  and  his  views  the  (lamp  of  a 
greater  folemnity  by  a  written  la>v,  and  to  pre* 
Ydat  any  ill  confequences  that  might  enfue  upon 
fonts  dsflatafoftions  that  had  been  exprefled. 
Hereupon  arofe  the  queftiotis,  how  this  ordinance 
ww  to  be  catted  * ;  whether  it  /hould  be  deemed 
a  fundamental  Jaw  of  the.  empire  f,  or  whether  at 
leaft  it  has  a  general  obligatory  and  perpetual 
energy,  as  it  was  one  while  not  obferved  ;£,  and 

after- 

*  Oeb*uef  III  the  plan  of  his  hiftory  calls  St  a  perpetual  law 
df  the  empire.  It  was  manifeitly,  on  its  firft  appearance,  a  law 
of  the  empire ;  but  the  epithet  perpetual  was  given  it  by  the 
Author  without  due  tonfideration.  He  muft  have  known  no* 
thing  of  the  fubfequent  repeal  of  it. 

f  On  this  fubjeft,  a  learned  controverfy  arofe  between  Buf- 
thing  tod  SchJcetzer.  The  former  affirms,  even  in  the  laft 
edition  6f  his  Geography,  that  ordinance  to  be  a  fundamental 
law  of  the  empire,  and  even  the  only  one  in  writing ;  whereas 
Schketzer  proves  in  his  historical  enquiries,  that  it  can  by  na 
means  be  regarded  as  fuch,  for  the  verieft  defpot  cannot  reign 
or  command  after  his  death.  But  here  the  fallacy  lies  folely  in, 
the  expreffion :  for  every  monarch  reigns  after  his  death,  when- 
ever he  confers  a  privilege  or  a  patent  of  nobility  on  a  man 
2nd  his  heirs  for  ever.  And  does  not  every  man  that  leaves  a. 
trill  prefide  over  his  affairs  after  his  death  ? 

t  Not  to  mention  other  occurrences  of  a  like  nature,  it  is 
evident  that  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  who  endeavoured  to  pre- 
serve and  follow  all  the  regulations  of  h$r  father  with  a  con- 
scientious exactitude,  yet  on  her  acceffion  to  the  throne,  fo  far 
from  holding  the  ordinance  to  be  a  fundamental  law  of  the  em- 
pire, flie  denied  its  validity.     For,  though  Jhe  regarded  the 

ac- 
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* 

afterwards  almoft  totally  repealed ;  though  it  is 
not  to  be  denied  that  the  emprefs  Anna  exprefsly 
appealed  to  it*.  It  is  mere  evafion  to  fay  that 
the  ordinance  of  Peter  I.  is  a  fundamental  law  of 
the  empire,  not  for  the  fovereign,  but  for  the 
fubjefts  in  regard  to  their  oaths  f ;  as  they  are  at 
any  rate  bound  to  obedience  J.  Every  fucceffor 
of  Peter  I.  is  doubtlefs  at  liberty  to  repeal  this  or- 
dinance, or  to  depart  from  it,  fince  his  power  is 


acceflion  of  Anne  as  contrary  to  law,  yet  (he  could  not  deny 
that  flie  was  really  emprefs ;  and  therefore  by  the  father's  pre- 
tended fundamental  law  of  the  empire,  had  the  right  of  naming 
a  fucceflbr.  But,  as  {he  exprefsly  annulled  this  nomination, 
retting  on  the  ordinance  of  Peter  I.  (he  thereby  publicly  de- 
clared what  binding  force  (he  attributed  to  that  ordinance. 
Indeed  (lie  might  have  derived  her  right  to  the  throne  partly 
from  the  teftament  of  her  mother  Catharine  I.  but  this  was 
not  entirely  executed  when  Elizabeth  took  upon  her  the  go-  ' 
vernment  of  the  empire;  and  therefore  no  mention  is  made  of 
it  in  her  manifefio. 

*  This  (he  did  becaufe  that  ordinance  favoured  her  views, 
to  which  (he  thought  to  give  more  folemnity  and  force  from 
a  written  law.  At  lead  fuch  were  the  expectations  of  the 
cabinet  minifter. 

+  Peter  I.  caufed  his  ordinance  of  fucceflion  to  be  acknow- 
ledged on  oath  by  all  his  fubje&s,  which  otherwife  ufed  to  be 
done  only  by  homages ;  and  added  fevere  threats  to  it,  which, 
as  Schloetzcr  obferves,  is  not  the  part  of  a  fundamental  law : 
hbweVer,  this,  even  in  republics,  admits  of  an  exception. 

J  It  would  have  been  a  ridiculous  and  aukward  circumitance 
if  a  fubjett  had  thought  fit  to  declare  the  acceflion  of  the  em- 
prefs Elizabeth  illegal  by  reafon  of  the  pretended  fundamental 
law  of  Peter  I. 

as 
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as  unlimited  as  that  of  the  monarch  by  whom  it 
was  framed.  So  every  one  of  them  can  exercife 
in  his  own  perfon  the  right  of  nominating  a  fuc- 
ceflbr ;  but  the  rights '  connected  with  the  un- 
limited fovereignty,  and  flowing  from  the  con- 
ftitution,  to  which  the  nomination  of  a  fucceflbr, 
for  the  above-mentioned  reafons  may  be  added, 
adhere  to  the  throne ;  which  is  in  fome  meafure 
feea  by  the  conduft  of  Peter  II. 

In  the  nomination  qf  a  fucceflbr,  by  the  un* 
limited  power  of  the  fovereign,  it  feems  to  depend 
on  him,  whether  he  will  appoint  to  the  throne 
pne  of  his  fons  or  daughters,  or  whom  he  pleaies 
of  the  members  of  the  reigning  family.  But  the 
matter  immediately  afiumes  another  afpeft,  on 
puttipg  the  queftion :  whether,  paffing  by  all  the 
princes  and  princefles  of  the  reigning  houfe,  the 
nomination  may  fall  on  a  perfeft  {hunger  ?  The 
ordinance  of  Peter  the  great,  and  the  commentary 
upon  it,  foon  aftpr  published  by  authority,  con- 
tain an  aqfwer  to  this  queftion  in  the  affirmative. 
JJtjt  then  the  firil  and  universally  acknowledged 
fundamental  law,  the  inheritance  of  the  throne 
in  the  reigning  houfe,  (whence  the  very  right  of 
appointing  a  fqcceflbr  is  partly  to  be  derived,) 
feems  to  fall  to  the  ground  * ;  not  to  mention  the 

*  It  might  therefore  be  alked:  whether  the  ftranger,  on 
the  faid  fuppofuion,  could  ever  receive  a  well-founded  right 
to  the  fucceffion  by  fuch  an  appointment;  and,  whether  the 
power  of  the  fovereign,  when  his  family  is  extinft,  extends  to 
grangers? 

lament- 
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lamentable  condition  into  which  (uch  a  ftep  might 
foon  involve  the  empire.  Laftly,  the  queftionr 
whether  the  ibvereign  may  preferibe  to  the  fae- 
ceflbr  appointed  by  him  certain  limitations  and 
rules  of  government?  would  not  eafily  be  antVered. 
At  leaft  they  fhould  feem  to  be  no  othenytfe  bind* 
ing  than  in  virtue  of  a  voluntary  and  fbternn  pro* 
mife ;  as  the  fucceffor,  as  foon  as  he  has  afcended 
the  throne,  fills  it  with  the  fame  unlimited  fway 
as  his  predecifor. 

On  a  vacancy  in  the  throne,  the  heir*  takes 
poffeflion  of  it,  as  in  other  countries,  without 
needing  any  tnvitatioii,  afts  of  homage,  or  the 
like.  However,  the  oath  of  allegiance  is  ufualty 
taken  m  all  cities  and  towns,  where  an  officer  is 
appointed  to  admratftfer  itf.  It  is  fworn  by  every 
clafs  of  fubje&s  %.  The  fovereign  may  dilpenfa 
with  it ;  as  the  fuhje&a,  without  that  ceremony,  are 
bound  to  fidelity  and  obedience :  however,  as  a 
venerable  rite,  it  is  generally  obferved;  though 
m  revolutions  it  has  been  negleftcd,  as  examples 
in  modern  times  haw  fhewn.     The  coronation 

*  Whether  by  birthright  j  or,  where  that  is  not  pretended, 
in  virtue  of  nomination ;  as  the  fuse  and  legitimate  ways  to  thn 
throne. 

+  In  the  oath  of  fealty  mention  is  fometimes  made  of  the 
heir  apparent. 

X  It  is  not  ufual  to  adminifter  it  to  vaflals,  at  leaft  not  alwayt 
or  univerfally  ;  they  being  regarded  as  people  who  have  no  will 
of  their  own,  bat  are  fubjed  to  that  of  their  lord. 

folem- 
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■ 

folemnity  too  has  for  many  centuries  been  cuf- 
tomary  in  Ruffia,  and  is  ftill  preferved  alfo  as  a 
venerable  ufage  *  :  eorcfidered  in  itfelf  perhaps  it 
might  not  be  neceffary,  as  the  fovereign  previous 
to  it  exercifes  the  whole  of  his  authority ;  there- 
fore it  has  frequently  been  poftponed  for  a  long 
lime;  and,  indeed,  the  emperor  Peter  III.  was 
net  crowned  at  all,  nor  were  any  preparations 
made  for  that  purpefe  during  his  fliort  reign. 

Since  the  iirtiodu&ion  of  chriftianity  into 
Ruffia,  the  fovereigns  have  always  profeffed  them- 
fehies  of  the  orthodox  greek  church ;  therefore 
the  peribns  appointed  to  the  throne,  or  coming 
into  the  imperial  family,  previously  adopt  that 
fidth,  if  they  were  before  of  any  other  confeffion. 
Some  affirm  this  antient  cuftom  to  be  a  funda- 
meirtal  law  of  the  empire ;  at  leaft  we  may  well 
imagine  that  the  majority  of  the  principal  nation, 
who  have  always  Ihewn  a  ftrong  attachment  to 
their  dhurch,  fliould  be  of  this  opinion. 

It  may  juft  be  remarked,  by  the  way,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  manner  of  fpeaking  here  in  ufe, 
iaftead  of  the  fovereign,  they  lay,  the  crown ; 
for.  example;  that  is  the  bufinefe  of  the  crown; 
an  order  is  come  from  the  crown,  &c. 


•  On  this  oqcafioa  the.fettkeign  is  anointed  with  holy  oil, 
and  putt  the  cmm  an  fcfanfelf ;  as,  among  other  teftimoaics, 
may  be  feen  by  tho  saAiftfo  of  the  late  etnprefi,  bearing  date 
Jnlf;,  176a. 

SEC- 
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SECTION   II 

■  t 

The  title  of  the  Sovereign.    .  * 

Formerly    the   fovereign    was    always    called 
Great  Prince,  in  rufs  Velikie  Kniass,  which,  ac-^   , 
cording  to  its  original  interpretation  and  import,, 
muft  be  tranflated  as  above.     If,  as  we  are  affured 
by  fome  ruffian  annalifts,  the  territory  of  Novgo-^ 
rod,  as  well  as  that  of  Kief,  were  great  prjnci; 
palities  fo  early  as  the  ninth  century,,  then,  the 
origin  of  this  title  is  apparent*.     Yet  this  inter-, 
pretation  may  alfo  lead  us  to  fuppofe  it  meant  to. 
diftinguiih  the  fovereign  from  all  the  other  princes, . 
efpecialiy  the  reigning  ones,  of  which  there  havef 
always  been  feveral,  as  far  back  as  authentic  hiftory 
reaches'!".     But  all  the  rultian  principalities  were 

united 

■  m 

S 

,  ...  * 

*  But  here  it  may  be  afked,  whether  perhaps  they  might  not 
be  grand  principalities,  becaufe  their  governors  were  originajly 
called  grand  princes.     And  then  the  matter  would  not  Be  at  all 
the  more  elucidated.    Of  the  'firft  rife  of  this'  title  I  do  not' 
recoiled  to  have  read  any  fatisfa&ory  account. 

f  They  were  of  two  feveral  kinds.  Some  poflefled  feparate 
and  independent  principalities  or  great  duchies ;  of  which  kind 
were  particularly  Novgorod*  Kief,  and  afterwards  Vladimir, 
&c. ;  others  had  a  principality  dependent  on  the  ruffian  govern- 
ment allotted  them  merely  for  their  fupport.  It  feems  not  pof- 
fiblc  now  to  afcertain  what  rights  the  latter  enjoyed,  and  to 

what 
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United  in  one  monarchy,  under  one  fole  regent, 
upwards  of  three  hundred  and  twenty-fix  years 
fince.  Ivan  Vaffillievitch,  as  it  is  commonly 
afferted,  declared  himfelf  tzar  in  the  year  1547; 
yet  in  the  hiftory  of  this  empire  we  find  that  title 
exprefsly  given  to  its  fovereigns  long  *  before, 
wliether  they  a&ually  bore  it  f,  or  whether  the 
old  annalifts  ufed  it  only  to  fignify  a  monarchical 
dignity  without  ele&ion,  or  that  later  hiftorians 
have  arbitrarily  employed   it  without  fuflicient 


what  extent  they  with  their  principalities  belonged  to  the  body 
politic.  All  we  pretend  to  know  is,  that  Vladimir,  who  began 
to  reign  in  981,  and  is  frequently  called  the  faint,  afligneda 
principality  to  each  of  his  fons  for  his  maintenance,  thus 
making  them  feparate  princes*  but  with  tnis  exprefs  condition* 
that  they  mould  all  be  under  the  fupremacy  of  him  and  his 
fucceflbrs.  x 

*  So  it  is  faid  by  Lomonofof.  Vladimir  the  faint,  who  died 
in  1015,  had  a/Turned  the  title  of  tzar  upon  his  marriage  with  a 
greek  princefs.  The  fame  author  affirms*  that  not  only  Vla- 
dimir Vfevolodovitch  Monomachus,  who  began  to  reign  in 
1114,  was  crowned  tzar  of  all  Ruffia;  but  alfo  that  Vaflilli 
Ivanovitch,  who  died  in  1535,  Ay  led  himfelf  in  the  latter  years 

of  his  reign,  tzar  and  autocrator  of  all  Ruffia. 

* 

f  If  they  were  adually  called  tzars  (which*  before  we  can 
admit*  ought  to  be  more  clearly  (hewn)*  then  it  is  evident  that 
this  title  was  not  firft  introduced  into  Ruffia  in  1 547  ;  but  then 
it  is  inexplicable  why  it  wn  not  borne  by  all  great  princes :  it 
might  be  that  the  horde  which  was  moll  prevalent  at  the  time 
prevented  or  refufed  it. 

5  autho- 
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authority*.      Iu  the  ruffian  bible  it  fignifies  » 
kingf ;  yet  the  old  authors  ufe  it  likewife  whea 

they 

*  But  this  can  only  be  determined  by  old  records.  Hew* 
ever,  the  accurate  appropriation  of  it  to  the  above-mentioned 
Vaffilli  Ivanovitch  feems  to  vouch  for  the  veracity  of  Lo- 
monofof  in  delivering  the  tzar's  title,  that  he  does  not  give 
it  arbitrarily  or  negligently*  but  as  he  found  it  in  the  amuu 
lifts. —  In  fhort,  as  the  whole  of  the  prefent  inqnky  snot* 
properly  belongs  to  the  departments  of  hi/lory  and  antiquities 
than  to  this  place,  lb  there  is  no  need  to  dwell  any  longer 
upon  it. 

+  Thus  the  derivative  tzarftvo,  kingdom,  which  is  even 
extended  to  the  kingdoms  of  nature,  the  animal  kingdom* 
the  vegetable  kingdom,  Jkc  At  preJcnt  in  the  ruffian  tongue: 
a  king  is  called  korol,  and  the  derivative  kingdom,  feofol* 
evftvo.  — *  That  it  is  only  the  Ruffians,  and  not  the  other  flavo- 
nian  nations,  that  denote  a  Sovereign  by  the  word  tz*r,  we 
learn  from  the  learned  M.  Anton,  And  this  leads  to  the  inquiry 
whence  the  word  is  taken.  We  can  hardly  imagine  it  to  be 
formed  by  an  abbreviation  of  the  word  cacfar,  which  indeed 
(hey  pronounce,  in  common  with  the  Germans,  tfefar.  But 
we  will  juft  notice  a  fuggeftion  that  now  offers.  In  the 
ruffian  hiftories  frequent  mention  is  made  of  tartarian  and 
fiberian  tzars  and  tzarevitches,  i.  e.  fons  of  tzars.  Thus, 
among  others,  Ritchkof,  in  his  hiftory  of  Kazan,  fpeaks  of 
the  tzar  of  the  golden  horde,  the  tzar  of  the  Krjm,  the  tzar  of 
Kazan,  which  bears  an  obvious  Signification.  This  title  has 
not  been  carelefsly  transferred  into  the  ruflian  hiftories  and  ap- 
propriated to  its  monarchs,  for  they  have  always  had  it  fince 
theconqueft  of  thofe  countries,  and,  therefore,  in  the  emprefe's 
title  (he  was  called  "  tzarina  of  Kazan ;,  tzarina  of  Siberia," 
Ac.  We  may  confrquently  with  great  propriety  fuppofe, 
that  the  ruffian  nation,  finding  thefe  tzars  at  the  head  of  the* 

neigh- 
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tbey  tfptak  ®f  thfe  qmpsrars  of  <2naece*.  Tb* 
fergemft  of  the  -territory,  tt>  which  no  3ckgdom 
is  comparable,  but  lrfhich  area  coufifts  of  feveral 
jkaogdmafi,  tang  Ago  olrtained  for  it  the  name  of 
•en  empire  Petei  I,  thought  proper  to  trfftmne 
the  denomkiatioQ  -of  .tanperor,  in  the  year  17£L» 
«t  the  isfbeaoe  of  the  chief  of  ids  febje&s  | ;  atul 
<the  imperial  title  hai  been  borne  ewer  £noe  by  the 
iovepeigas  of  Riiffia.  for  whom,  in  ths  jns&u* 
Jane  gender  the  mud  mperatar  ^  was  adopted, 
fayt  an  anpods  is  %led  inperatritea-  Jit  £jA 
dbitte  trifling  difficulties  were  railed  by  two  foreign 


ueigliboui mg   tubm,   borrowed   the  tide  from   them,  aatd. 
tieptel  it  hi  the  rufia*  language,  to  which  it  is  perfc&Iy 
foreign.    However*  this  is  only  faranfe,  it  may  hare  com? 
JttD  afe  4f  rfoswotker  way. 

#  Therefore  we  we  not  to  be  furprifed,  that  the  trartfiscois 
fjtMofeoconftantfy  miniate  the  word  tzar  by  that  of  emperor. 
Yet  the  word  keftr  was  adopted  into  the  ruffian  tongue  'to  Signify 
troman  emperor,  (probably  from  the  greek  bible,  which  came 
into  Raffia  with  the  ^hriftian  religion,)  which  was  afterwards 
Changed  for  teefer,  and  at  laft  for  imperator. 

f  When  we  -find  in  fome  authors,  that  Peter  T.  adopted  the 
title  of  emperor,  which  was  given  him  by  his  fubjects,  it  mull 
,bc  faid  that  they  exprefs  themfelves  too  indefinitely,  and  as  if  it 
were  done  "by  a  general  refolution  of  the  nation.  The  fait  is, 
that  fome  of  the  principal  perfons  (among  whom  are  chiefly 
meant  the  public  colleges  and  boards)  propofed  it  to  him.  % 

I  The  emperor  of  Germany  is  likewife  fo  called  at  &Urt  and 
in  the  public  ads,  but  the  common  people  denote  him  by 
Rymflci  tzar,  the  roman  tzar. 

vol.  ir.  ,  n  courts 
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•courts  about  acknowledging  this  title;  but  they 
were  foou  removed*.  ,Ali  potentates  agree  in 
"giving  the  imperial  title,  to  the  forereign  of  Ruffia. 
The  abridged  title,  ufual  in  ukafes,  fentences, 
commands,  petitions,  &a  is,  emperor,  and  auto- 
cratorf,  or,  emprefs  and  autocratrix,  of  all  Ruflia, 
or  of  all ;  the  Ruffias.  The  term  autocrator  de- 
notes. the  fo vereign  and  unlimited  authority;  the 
addition,  of  all  Ruflia,  or  of  all  the  Ruffias,  re- 
lates  to  the  union,  of  all  the  formerly  diftinft  prin- 
cipalities  into  a  monarchy  under  one  fole  ruler  £. 

The 

»  • 

*  The  French  court  at  firfl  would  not  dire&Iy  acknowledge 
the  fovereign  of.  Ruflia  as  emperor,  but  only  as  ruffian  emperor. 
This  was  certainly  curious ;  the  german  emperor  is  ftill  em- 
peror, and  fo  the  ruffian. 

+  It  is  not  poffible,  I  think,  to  put  this  -  word  into  englifh, 
but  by  a  periphrafis.  Self-ruler,  or  fole-ruler,  do  not  come 
up  to  it.  Perhaps  uncontrollable-ruler  is  neareft  the  mark.  — 
In  the  f  uffian  it  is :  Samoderjetz  Vferoffiifldyi,  or1,  of  an  em- 
prefs: Samoderjirza  Vferoffiifkaia.  The  addition**  as  properly 
an  adjedtive,  is,  by  the  two  above  expreffions,  "  Of  all  Ruflia," 
or,  *'  of  all  the  Ruffias,"  not  exactly  rendered :  the  englifo. 
language  having  no  term  for  it.  Every  attempt  to  give  it  a 
more  juil  or  literal  tranflation,  would  have  idiom,  gender,  or 
fyntax,  or  grammar  againft  it,  and  at  lalt  would  be  of  little 
confequence.  Samoderjetz  is  compounded  of  /am,  felf,  and 
dcrjetz.  if  the  latter  be  derived  from  dtrju,  I  hold,  then  Samo- 
derjetz is  a  felf-holder.  And  thus  it  is  fometimes  tranflated, 
e.  g.  in  the  ruffian  articles  of  war,  for  the  ufe  of  fuch  foreigners 
as  are  in  the  fer vice. 

J  They  who  imagine,  fays  M.  Hupel,  the  feveral  parts  of 
Ruflia,  now  called  by  different  names,  viz.  Great  Ruffia,  Little 

Ruffia^ 
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The  foil  title  borne  by  the  etnprds  runs  as  fol- 
lows :  Emprefs  and  autpcratrix  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
of  Mofco,  Kie£  Vladimir,  Novgorod,  tzarina  of 
Kazan,  tzarina  of  Aftrakhan,  tzarina  of  Siberia, 
tzarina  of  the  Tauridan  Cherfonefe,  lady  of  Pfcove, 
and  grand  duchefe  of  Smolensk,  princefs  of  Eft- 
honia,  Livonia,  Karelia*,  Tver,  Yugoriaf,  Per- 
mia,  Visetka,  Bolgaria,  and  other  countries  .*  lady 
and  grand  princefs  of  Novgorod  of  the  lowef 
country  J,  of  Tchernigof,  Riasfan,  Polotfk,  Ro- 
ftof,    Yaroflavl,    Bielozero,  Udoria§,    ||Obdori^ 


Ruffia,  and  White  Ruffia*  to  be  here  meant,  hate  the  authority 
of  hiftory  againft  them:  For,  long  before  Little  Raffia,  for 
inftance,  fubmitted  to  the  ruiEan  monarch*,  they  already  bora 
the  title  of  Samoderjetz  of  all  tho  Raffias. 

*  By  Karelia  is  meant  the  prefent  government  of  Vyborg, 
which  is  often  called  Finland* 

f  This  is  a  part  of  the  government  of  Archangel,  namely 
the  diftrift  of  Puftozero,  and  about  the  mouth  of  the  Petfhonu 
Yugoria  is  an  obfolete  country-appellative,  of  which  feveral 
appear  in  the  imperial  title,  preferved  from  antient  times :  they 
generally  denote  only  fmall  tra&s  of  country. 

J  This  means  Niftmei- Novgorod* 

§  Likewife  an  obfolete  name,  formerly  bdrne  by  the  diftrilt 
about  the  river  Mefen,  efpecially  at  its  entrance. 


||  By  this  obfolete  name,  which  took  its  origin  from  the 
river  Oby,  is  meant  the  diftrid  of  Berefof,  in  the  government 
of  Tobolik.  Tzar  Vaffilli  Ivanoviteh  was  the  firft  that  put 
Obdoria  in  his  tide. 

fr  2  Koadia, 
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Katiflia*,  VStepfe*  Mftiflaffi,  rommantmft  of 
the  wiiok  oioithern  aegicm,  ao4  lady  xrftfae  coun- 
try of  iberia  f  i  *£  ^e  kaortoiiniaa  Bad  <grufiniaoi 


*  It  denotes  ibe  region  -of  the  river  Konda,  which  flows  into 
the  Jftiw. 

.  f  About  this  country  very  little  information  is  to  lie  had. 
Perhaps  we  are  to  look  for  it  in  the  diftrid  of  the  Valdai, 
Where  the  old  famous  frerian  monaftery  flood.  However  the 
reader  may  notfcecftfpleafed  to  fee  three  feveral  anlweiv  to  let- 
ters of  enquiry  pa  this  fabjeft  The  firi  (which  alfo  coincides 
with  the  opinion  of  a  fenator  who  gave  it  to  Mr.  Hupel)  runs 
thus :  "  By  the  Iveria  from  which  the  late  empreTs  ftyled  her- 
V  jfidf  lady  of  the  country  of  Iveria,  or  more  properly  accord- 
**  ing  to  the  ruffian,  the  iverian  country  (')»  is  nni>iibtcdly 
•'  meant  die  asDent  'Iberia.  But  it  appears  that  at  present  no 
€t  country  is  any  longer  called  Iberia,  nor  any  nation  thftibe- 
"  rian.  Bafching,  who  always  proceeds  warily  in  his  ac- 
•'  counts,  fays  Georgia  confifts  of  the  antient  countries  Iberia 
<r  and  Colchis.  —  The  divulon  of  the  iberian  monarchy  into 
<'  three  chief  parts  ftill  continues ;  thefe  are,  Imeretia,  Karg- 
"  velia,  (with  the  Ruffians  Kartalinia,)  and  Kakhetia.  —  But 
•*  generally  by  fuch  adjectives  we  are  not  always  to  understand 
«*  a  particular,  and  ftill  lefs  a  whole  country,  as  we  fee,  for 
"  inftance,  in  Kondiiikii.  There  are  indeed  two  volofts  (*), 
*'  which  are,  or  were,  called  the  great  and  the  little  Konda :  but 
"  long  ere  thefe  came  under  the  ruffian  fovereignty,  Kondii&ii 
€<  or  Kondinikii  was  a  part  of  the  tzarian  title,  and  confe- 
"  quently  meant  no  more  than  that  the  tzarian  territory  ex* 
*'  tended  to  the  river  Konda,  or  to  thofe  two  volofts.  Thus 
"  count  Roman&of  bears  the  furname  Zadunaiikii,  though  no 
"  country  is  called  Zadunaia."  On  this  mode  of  deduction  a 
ff  perfon  of  diftiaftion  wrote  in  his  letter  the  following  re- 

(*)  Ivcrfkiya  semli.  {*)  DiftHa*. 

marks: 


* _- 


tans*   asd  «f  the^  fctterriiittii*  cacritoft  of  the 

betodiCaqr  todfy-  arid  fovereign. 

L»  die  charter  which  the  fete  aitpre&  granted 
t0  the  \rbale  body  of  sobi&ty,  fte  adds  the 
Jblfowing  declaration,  after  her  tStte:  "  It  » 
"  kmwn  to  9II  people,  that  this  title  of  ottr  fold 
V  draniaioa  is  no  imaginary  tmpw,  or  net  is) 
"  fubje&ion  to  us,,  nor  eonfeunuig  foreign  prinr- 
"  cipalities,  provinces,  towns,  and  countries,  but 
"  marks  our  wide-extended  and  numerous  pot 
"  feffions  by  the  fliorteft  terms  *." 


marks :  "  The  foregoing  opinion  would  have  fome  probabi- 
_  Ety,  if  it  were  previously  ihewn  that  the  antient  Colchis* 
or  the  three  geor  giart  or  grafinian  provinces  on  mount  Can* 
cafes*  ibittierly  conipoftd;  a  monarchy  under  the  name  of 
"  Iberia.  At  leaft  this  ftt lein  the  trarian  tide  waa  not  adopted 
"  earlier  than  the  time  when  the  princes  of  thefe  countries 
"  came  into  fome  connection  with  Ruffia,  which  was  not,  and 
"  then  a  very  infigniflcant  one,  till  the  reign  of  Ivan  Vaflillie- 
t(  vltch  II.  whereas  it  is  certain  that  tne  faid  thYee  provinces  at 
M  da*  time  bore  the  feme  appellation  they  do  at  psefent." 
Laftly,  a  third  writes:  "  There  is  ftill  an  Iberia,  through 
"  whkh  the  river  Hippos  Hows,  coming  frorn  the  cancafean 
**  mooritains :  hot  whether  this  be  the  Iberia  in  the  imperial 
"  tide,  I  conceive  to  want  farther  examination." 

*  There  are  really  many  countries  and  provinces  fubjeft  to 
the  ruffian  fceptre  which  are  not  named  in  the  imperial  title ; 
for  inftance,  the  country  of  the  Kirghifes,  and  the  lately  natu- 
ralized TJhuktChi ;  not  to  mention  the  iflands  in  the  Eaftern 
ocean,  which  have  never  belonged  to  Siberia. 


1 

cr 
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It  isArther  to  be  remarked,  that  in  former 
ukafes  and  manifeftos  we  always  find :  "  By  the 
"  grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  the  fecond,"  &c.  s 
but  in  the  charters  aforefaid  it  is :  "  By  the  boun- 
tiful grace  of  God,  we  Catharine  the  fecond, 
&c. "  Laftly,  jnajefty  in  the  ruffian  is  expreffed 
by  velitcheftvo,  which  indeed  implies  majefty, 
but  is  originally  a  defignation  of  greatnefe,  being 
evidently  derived  from  Yclifci,  great, 


SECTION   HJ: 

The  power,  authority,   and  prerogatives  of  the 

Sovereign, 

These  obje&s  are  not  only  of  the  greateft 
importance,  but  form  perhaps  the  moft  difficult 
problems  of  the  ruffian  conftitution  * ;  and  there- 
fpre  demand  all  poffible  care  in  the  difcrimi- 
nation. 

It  is  notorious,  and  the  emprefs  declares  it 
in  her  inftru&ions  for  the  code-commiffioners, 

'  *  Even  minifters  themfelves,  on  being  interrogated  pn  this 
fubjeft,  have  confefTed  that  it  would  coft  them  fqme  trouble  to 
deliver  a  direct  and  fatisfa&ory  folution  of  them.  This  is  men- 
tioned merely  left  the  reader  ftiould  be  afraid  of  being  wearied 
with  a  long  and  tedious,  difquifition,  or  expeft  a  complete  fads- . 
fa&ory  analyfis  of  a  matter,  on  which  he  muft  content  himfelf 
only  with  fragments.  And  as  we  know  of  no  book  that  could 
here  ferve  as  a  guide,  it  is  hoped  he  will  pardon  any  miftal^e 
fee  may  dptcft. 
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fe6h  ix.  and  x.  that  the  monarch  of  Ruffia  is  un- 
limited, or  has  an  unlimited  authority.  But  we 
are  not  hence  to  infer,  that  the  people  at  large, 
and  its  feveral  claffes  have  not  Certain  rights 
either  derived  from  immemorial  cuftom  or  gra- 
dually introduced*. 

-  From  the  ruffian  hiftorians,  'particularly  thofe 
who  difcover  a  fcrutinizing  view,  it  appears  that 
this  unlimited  authority  has  ever  belonged  to  the 
fovereigns  of  Ruffia,  and  that  the  empire  has  al- 
ways profpered  with  it ;  whereas  it  has  regularly 
felt  a  confiderable  detriment  as  often  as  fome  bold 
and  enterprifing  party  has  prefumed  to  bring  it 
within  bounds.  According  to  Tatifchtfhef  it  was 
Rurik  that  firft  aifumed  unlimited  authority,  and 
that  it  continued  with  his  fucceffors  till  Mftiflaf 
the  great;  at  which  period  the  feparate  princes 
began  to  grow  fo  powerful,  and  the  clergy  ex- 
a&ed  fuch  great  veneration,  that  the  welfare  of  the 
empire  was  evidently  declining.  But  Ivan  the 
Great  regained  the  former  authority  and  power, 
and  Ivan  the  Terrible,  or  the  fecond,  confirmed 
it,  and  it  remained  to  the  fovereigns  that  fol- 
lowed till  the  time  of  the  fidfe  Demetriufes ;  when 

•  Several  foreigners,  and  particularly  travellers,  from  hafte 
and  ignorance  have  omitted  to  take  thefe  into  their  accounts ; 
and  thus  have  given  rife  to  many  wrong  notions  concerning  the 
government  of  this  country :  neither  have  fome  of  them  been 
fparing  of  the  terms  defpotifm  and*  flavery,  which  are  by  no 
means  applicable  to  it. 

n  4  fome 
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foine  of  the  boyant  found  opportunity  to*  uitfrptst 
power  that  broaght  great  diftfdi  an-  the.  d»r 
pixe.  Tzar  Alexey  M&hailoviteb>,  with  all  hk> 
abilities,  fcwad  it  impoffible  to  recover  it  entirely;, 
prevented,  at  fir  ft  by  the  ambition  of  Nikon,  aa& 
after  the  depofition  of  that  patriarch*  by  a linger- 
ing difeafe,  that  at  laft  put  an  end  to  hi*  life.  It 
■was-  referved  for  Peter  the  Great  to  retrieve  tin 
long  loft  unlimited,  authority*.  And>  (hough 
upon  tt\e  demife  of  Peter  II.  the  privy  eoua&it 
ft  retched  it*  power  fa-  far  as  to  propofe  to»  the  e»- 
prefe  Anna,  previuufly  to  her  acceffion,  the  fub- 
feriptiqn  to  a  fet  of  articles  by  which  her  authority 
was*  circumfcribed  t,  yet  the  nobility,  on  being 
informed  of  the  plan,  defeated  it  immediately  bjj 
prefenting  a  petition,  whereh*  they  befcugbt  heir 
to  rejeQ;  the  propofel  as  highly  indecent,  and  to 
life  the  fulnefi  of  power  that  waa  her  due,  to  the 
benefit  and  glory  of  herfelf  and  the  empire  J. 

This 

*  It  might  nearly  be  affirmed  that  he  enlarged  it;  as,  among 
other  ways,  tnftead  of  the  lordly  domineering  patriarch,  idol* 
ized  by  the  people,  he  inftituted  a  fpiritnal  college  devoted  tor 
himfelf,  the  fynod;  and  thus  acquired  a  ipiritual  in  addition  tot 
his  temporal  power. 

f  It  is  faid,  that  the  general feldtmarechal  count  Munich, 
as  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  defign  of  the  council,  immediately 
difpatched  a  courier,  by  a  particular  road,  to  Mittau,  begging 
her  to  fubicribe  to  the  whole  of  it  without  hejitation,  and  after- 
wards  to  a&  as  (he  pleafed. 

t  Tatifchtfhcf  mentions  %hzt  at  firft  upwards  of  7.0  perfons, 
and  then  360  others,  of  the  principal  nobility,  prefented  this 

petition. 


savBM»i<ra  rows*.  V9& 

ThitAie  did:,  and  it  has  remained  wkh  the  croons. 
lAaattepedtatbeprefent^iy. 

/This*  xmlinwted  power,  as  the  emppefe  hcrfeHS 
declare  m  her  laftru&ian,  f«&.  xiii.  and  xks.  by 
bo  means  coafifia  hi  the  prwaijion  of  tfatf  natural 
liberty  of  the  fubjefo*  but  in  this,  that  the  i»~ 
jfcnor  powers  are  ftherdmato  to  the  fo vereign  and 
dsjaadeHt  upon  it  Accordingly,  in  the  raffisK 
empire  theec  i*  nothing  that  can  oppofe  itfelf  to 
tbe  emiffion  of  an  imperial  decree :  there  being- 
neitheff  diet*  nor  natfoaai*  afiembfyi  nor  eftates  at 
the  eaofJre,  nop  parliament;  aor  coflsge;  .nor  any 
thug  of  a.  like  nature,  autthonfed  in  the  name  of 
the  people,  or  merely  of  theuafelves,  to  judge  of 
the  conduct  of  the  fevewagir,  or  his  prime  arini£~ 
tcr,  a&ing  under  his  coders,,  and  in  anywife  toi 
toy  his  ukafes  before  they  are  enforced*  or  in  any* 
manner  to  take  part  in  the  legislative  and  other 
prerogatives  of  majefty.  It  is  true,  the  direfting 
fenate,  as  the  fupreme  court  of  the  empire,  is  in- 
▼efted  with  a  peculiar  authority ;  yet!  it  is  not  the 
?eprefen tati ve  *  of  the  people,  but  the  fupreme 


petition*  —  They  were  appreheftfl  ve  that  a  power  divided  be- 
tween the  throne  and  a  council  or  ftnatt,  night  Have  a  tendency 
to  bring  back  the  former  confufions. 

#  Except  perhaps  in  cafes  where  it  is  held  proper  to  re- 
turn thanks  for  marks  of  favour  beftowed  upon  the  empire,  or 
to  carry  up  a  general  felicitation.  Though  this  feems  to  be 
more  in  their  own  corporate  than  in  any  fort  of  reprefentative 
capacity. 

court 


/■ 
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court  of  judicature  #,  and  executor  of  the  decrees 
fent  to  it.  No  more  can  a  council  or  cabinet1 
control  the  will  of  the  fovereign ;  fince  either,  as 
well  as  the  fenate,  exifts  only  through  him,  and 
is  dependant  upon  him.  The  proceeding  of  the 
council -at  the  acceffion  of  the  emprefe  Anna, 
about  fetting  limits  to  the  imperial  power,  and 
appropriating  a  part  of  it  to  itfelf>  with- the  fe- 
nate, which  had  approved  of  the  whole  plan,  was 
nothing  but  ufurpation,  and  therefore  is  not  to 
the  purpofe.  *  Peter  the  firft,  gave  exprefs  per- 
miflion,  as  well  to  the  fenate  as  to  other  colleges 
of  the  empire,  on  receiving,  an  ukafe  apparently 
detrimental ;  Jthat  is,  if  they  conceived  the  fub- 
je&  of  it  had  not  been  properly  reprefented  to  the 
monarch,  to  defer  the  enforcement  of  it,  and  to 
fhew  their  obje&ions  in  a  remonftrance  f ;  at  the 

* 

*  It  is  underftood  of  itfclf  chat  the  emprefs  can  reform  its 
jadgments  of  her  own  accord,  or  in  her  cabinet,  though  it  is 
not  -often  ^done. 

f  This  alone  is  fufEcient  to  refute  the  opinion  that  immenoi 
ukafes,  i.  e.  qkafes  figned  by  the  fovereign's  own  Jiand,  are  fo 
irreverfible  that  even  no  remonftrance  can  be  brought  againft 
them.  In  cafes  of  great  emergency  even  private  individuals 
have  prefented  them.  As  an  inftance  we  may  mention  the 
princefs  Kantemir,  who  received  a  determination  of  the  cabinet 
in  regard  to  the  negligence  of  her  fpoufe,  which  granted  her 
but  little,  and  afligned  almoft  all  to  the  other  heirs.  She  de- 
livered a  petition  to  tfce  emprefs  Anna,  in  which  fhe  fa  id,  me 
appealed  from  a  monarch  not  funiciendy  informed  of  the  mat- 
ter, to  one  better  acquainted  with  it.  The  emprefs,  fomewhat 
nettled,  ordered  a  commiiEon  to  re-examine  the  cafe ;  and  the 
princefs  gained  her  fuit. 

fame 
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feme  time  adding,  that  if  that  ukafe  were  re- 
peated they  fliould  conform  to  it  without  farther 
delay.     The  late  emprefe  renewed  this  permifiion, 
by  exprefely -declaring  in  her  inftru&ion  to  the 
commiffioners  for  framing  a  code  of  laws,  feft.  xxiv. 
u  The  courts  of  juftice  are  carefully  to  examine 
€$  the  laws  they  receive  from  the  monarch,  and 
€$  have  the  right  to  make  reprefentations,  in  cafe 
"  they  find  any  thing  in  them  that  runs  counter 
€*  to  the  law-book."    And,  in  feft.  xxvii.  it  is 
added ;  that  "  they  may  and  fhould  make  fuch 
"  reprefentations*."  .   Agreeably  to  this,    it  is 
faid,  in  the  ordinance  for  the  adminiftration  of 
the  government,  fe6t.  ci.   "  On  important  and 
"  extraordinary  occafions,  or  on  the  receipt  of 
"  new  and  general  laws,  the  imperial  viceroy 
"  may  call  together  the  penal,  civil,  and  crown 
courts,  to  take  the  matter  into  their  common 
confederation  conjointly  with  the  perfons  in  the 
"  adminiftration  pf  that  government     If  among 
the  new  general  laws,  a  law  is  found  any  way 
improper,  it  is  allowable  for  the  faid  afiembly 
"  to  make  a  unanimous  reprefentation  to  the  fe- 

•  It  needs  not  to  be  remarked,  that  fuch  remonftrances  can 
never  degenerate  into  oppoution,  bat  that  a  reiterated  decree 
mail  be  carried  into  efFeft.  We  may  obferve,  by  the  way, 
that  here  a  right  is  exprefsly  granted  to  the  courts  of  judica- 
ture :  therefore  the  reader  not  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the 
true  {late  pf  the  cafe,  will  ceafe  to  wonder  at  mention  being 
made  of  certain  rights  of  the  people. 

nate 
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"  nate  up#n  it*.  But  i$  the  ordinance  be  eon* 
"  firated  in.  a  feperior  place,  it  hebovw  them  tor 
"  pay  entice?  obedience  to  it  without  contradic-< 
"  tHro."  Of  the!  influence  formerly  acquired  by? 
th£  bojfcfli  and  the'  heads*  of  the  clergy,  notice* 
bag  already  ifeete  takeit:  whenever  it  exceeded 
tfu  bounds  of  a  feboftfinalSe  power,  it.  was  pure 
ufepatib*;  only  the  monarch,  who  eleded  them? 
at  hi*  jrieoftue,  *a*  air  liberty  to  ufe  their  advice^ 
and  when  he  iW  gebdt  to*  delegate  to  them  a  part 
of  his  authority,  m  m  fonnetimsft  done  to  ai  col- 
lege; a  mmi&er  f ,  &c.  Therefore;  the  emprefe1 
hys,  in  her  Inftru<5lion>  fe&.  xx.  that  the  fove- 
reign  alone  communicate*  power,  and  thi*  flows 
trough  the  court*  of  juftice. 

la  virtue  of  his  unlimited  power,  the?  fcveseign, 
without  being;  fobjeft  to  my  account  or  control' 
whatever  if,  can  give  new  laws  whenever  he  thinks 

4 

*  A  wife  and  falutary  regulation:  for  an  imperial  college 
ixmynthl&ke  in  the  framing  of  *  decree,  or  may  improperly  re- 
piefent  the  flit*  of  the  cafe,  through  negligence  or  defigft.  In 
faeh  » large  empire  it  might  happen  that  a  decree  was  iffeed 
contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  fovereign,  a  ukafe  be  brought 
out  by  ftealth,  or  wrongly  interpreted,  Sec. 

.  +  Thus  die  omprefc  Anna  granted  to  count  Munich,  pern* 
cularly  when  he  waf  at  a  dLftance  from  the  army*  an  extenfiro 
authority  till  then  not  cuftomary,  which  gave  great  umbrage  to 
feveral  generals  and  ftaff-offieers,  and  of  the  exercife  of  which 
all  forts  of  anecdotes  are  told. 

t  Accordingly  the  emprefe  in  her  Inftnx&ion,  &c.  confines 
the  legislation  entirely  to  him. 

proper, 
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poper,  pr  *lter  thole  «t  ta«}g  aepwdwg  t|>  the 
exigence*  of  tike  empire*  <**  4p%ke  *w  a«d 
peaqe*,  raife  taseg,  fcvy  r^ruite,  «m»t  j>»vi- 
lege*  aud,e«jqptiaa$,  confer  ^ittef  w4  t  <%»**«* 
have  or  abofcfh  monopolies,  jfcttle  jwpeual  $«Ui«t, 
or  abrogate  than,  grant  away  or  &U  4pmaiat  at 
pleafure§,  or  iucreafe  them  by  pvchafe,  cooqweft, 
negotiation  |,  &C. 

The  moil  unlimited  ruler,  even  the  greatefc 
tlefpot,  if  not  milled  by  flatterers  or  the  influence 
of  unruly  pafiious,  will  feel  a  counterpoife*within 
his  breaft  retraining  him  from  manifeil  oppref- 
fious,  violences,  ^nd  other  noxious  •  meafmes : 

m  It  is  cuftomary  at  prefent  to  Gate  the  motives  in  the  pro  • 
tlamation. 

+  Such  as  creating  princes,  counts,  barons ;  in  Chart,  raffing 
pedbus  to  the  noblefle. 

J  So  the  late  emprefs  relinquithed  the  imperialia  exacted  of 
the  mine-works  by  Peter  the  great. 

§  Thus  in  the  whole  courfe  of  the  prefent  century  all  the 
ruffian  emperors  and  emprefles  have  made  grants  of  numberlefc 
crown-eftates. 

||  Examples  of  the  a&ual  and  unmolcfted  exercife  of  all  tbefe 
prerogatives,  appear  throughout  the  ruffian  hiftory,  efpecially 
the  modern. 

0  To  which  may  he  added,  his  own  intereft,  which  mud  be 
intimately  connected  with  that  of  the  country;  the  internal 
fenfe  or  confidence;  a  laudable  ambition  and  the  deiire  of 
leaving  a  good  name  behind  him  to  pofterity ;  an  honeft  plea- 
fure  in  the  approbation  of  the  people ;  the  dread  of  difcontent* 
or  loud  murmurs,  invective  fpeeches  among  the  fiibjefts,  or  even 
rebellions,  &c.  — /As  an  excellent  illuftration  of  this,  we  may 
refer  to  the  hint  in  the  JnAruclion,  &c.  fe&.,xcii.  concerning 
the  fp  irit  by  which  the  civil  government  ought  to  be  actuated. 

yet 
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yet  it  is  notorious  that  in  defpotic  governments, 
the  honour,  the  property,  and  the  life  of  the  fub- 
jeft  are  dependent  on-  the  humour  of  the  prince. 
Quite  different  is  the  cafe  in  the  ruffian  empire : 
its  various  tribes  and  claffes  have  their  peculiar 
rights,  may  enjoy  them  undifturbed,  and  appeal 
to  them  when  occafion  requires ;  reputation,  pro- 
perty, and  life,  except  in  criminal  cafes,  are  in- 
violable, which  the  emprefe,  in  her  Inftruclion, 
fe£i.  cxiv.  exprefsly  eftablifhes  as  a  fundamental 
principle  of  the  ruffian  form  of  government :  no 
man  is  condemned  unheard,  but  every  one,  even 
a  traitor  ox  a  rebel,  enjoys  the  benefit  of  defence ; 
the  laws  are  enforced,  and  all  caufes  muft  be  de- 
termined by  thehi.  Of  equal  validity  are  cuf- 
toms  and  ufages  * ;  all  contra&s  are  fulfilled  with 
„  the  mod  punftilious  exaftitude  f ;  private  perfons 

defend 

*  Therefore  the  emprefs  fays  in  her  Inftruftion,  fed.  llx. 
"  Laws  are  ordinances  of  the  legiflator.  But  cuftoms  and 
"  nfages  are  traditions  of  the  whole  nation.'* 

+  It  mull  however  be  remarked,  that  this  is  particularly  ap- 
plicable to  the  late  emprefs.  In  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  they 
were  fometimes  broken;  probably  without  her  knowledge. 
Thus,  for  example,  a  man  had  to-day  a  grant  of  an  eftate  belong* 
ing  to  the  crown,  for  twelve  years,  by  way  of  leafe ;  and  it 
would  be  taken  from  him  In  one  year  afterwards,  without  com- 
penfation,  and  given  away  to  another.  But  at  prefent  fuch 
things  are  unheard  of.  Even  when  a  perfon  has  the  grant  of 
an  eftate  in  fee,  if  there  be  a  leafe  upon  it,  the  terms  of  it  are 
faithfully  obferved ;  on  the  other  hand,  of  all  contractors  the 
exaft  fulfilment  of  their  covenant  is  required,  even  when  they 

.  '  can 
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defend  their  property,  even  againft  claims  on  the 
part  of  the  crown,  in  courfe  of  law  according  to 
the  ftatutes * ;  when  a  man  has  fuffered  a  fup- 
pofed  injury,  he  may  make  a  reprefentation  and 

expeft  relief  t,  &c. 

In  all  countries,  with  the  beft  conftitution,  an 
abufe  of  power  will  fometimes  happen,  when  the 
ruler,  or  a  violent  minifter,  or  a  felfifh  and  rapa- 
cious governor,  or  a  venal  judge,  invades  the 
rights  of  a  province,  of  a  town,  of  a  particular 
clafs  of  people,  or  of  private  perfons.  The  fame 
may  occafionally  happen  likewife  in  Ruffia  J.    But 


can  prove  that  they  fuffer  damage  by  it;  it  being  reafonably 
fuppofcd,  that  the  contractor,  when  he  made  the  contract,  had 
duly  weighed  the  advantages  and  the  disadvantages  :  from  the 
former  he  gives  nothing  back,  therefore  it  is  bat  equitable  that 
he  mould  bear  the  latter. 

*  When  a  nobleman,  whofe  eUate  borders  on  one  belonging 
to  the  crown,  has  a  difpute  concerning  the  bounds,  it  is  decided 
by  the  ordinary  judges,  according  to  the  laws  in  being.  The 
crown  has  never  required  a  partial  refpect,  and  it  has  no  pre- 
ference in  legal  decifions:  it  might  happen  formerly  that  a 
governor  or  a  judge  had  hopes  of  getting  a  reward  for  fuch 
obliquity  ;  but  it  never  happens  now. 

+  Inftances  are  not  wanting  of  ample  compenfation  being 
made  by  the  fucceflbr  for  ads  of  injuftice  committed  in  the 
former  reign. 

J  During  the  reign  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  people,  without 
being  brought  to  a  hearing,  were  fent  off,  and  difappeared. 
It  is  thought  that  in  every  year  of  her  reign  a  thoufand  perfons 
were  the  fad  victims  of  this  practice.  She  reigned  twenty 
years. 

2  tbenc$ 


\9Z  GOVERPMfNr  OF   TBS 

thenoe  to  draw  a  general  4r  uafavaurable  coodu4 
fion,  would  be  to  judge  very  incmfidesately :  ac- 
cording to  law,  or  properly  accondii^  to  the  Cito- 
ftttutim,  fuch  difosderfl,  and  -efpocially  *n5te  *af 
violence,  cannot  happen. 

In  amny  ♦countries  the  ipaople  have  recdwed 
their  privileges  by  charter  from  their  princes  *  So 
in  Ruffia  are  feverai  i&fiaoaes  nf  a  like  nature. 
in  regard  to  the  unlimited  power  of  the  Jfovereign, 
which  always  defceods  entire  to  the  fiiocefibr,  the 
tailing  validity  of  them  items  to  require  fome 
notice;  When  the  fovercign  gcaats  a  charter,  it 
fhould  appear  as  if  the  fucceffor  was  limited  by  it ; 
and  in  general  that  privileges  conferred  on  the 
fubje&s  were  not^perfe&ly  compatible  with  unli- 
mited power.  But,  by  this  mode  of  inference  no 
fcvereign  ftate  could  -enter  into  treaties  of  peace 
or  of  commerce  with  others ;  as  m  them  lifcewife 
t4ie  fucceffor  is  bound  to  fulfil  the  f  conditions. 
Herein,  however,  the  greatnefc  of  the  Tovereign  is 
diiplayed  in  its  full  fplendor,  inafmuch  as  he  caa 
grant  privileges  of  permanent  validity ;  he  would 
himfelf  Hmit  hi*  power,  were  he  to  declare  thofe 
granted  by  his  predeceflbrs  null  and  void ;  at  the 
lame  tijne  by  fo  doing,  he  would  defiroy  all  feeu- 

*  Whether  they  be  granted  freely  and  by  peculiar  agree- 
ment, or  extorted  from  the  prince,  makes  not  much  difference, 
at  leaft  in  their  confequences. 

f  That  he  fometimes  finds  a  pretext  for  departing  from  an 
alliance  concluded  in  the  former  reign,  we  are  taught  by  hiftory 
both  antient  and  modern, 

rity, 
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rity,  the  main,  fiflfer  of  the  gorarfitfteat  For 
this  important  reafon  the  fovemgns  of  Raffia 
hare  preferred  their  unliifcited  powfcr  litiinnpairdd^ 
tfhile  they  maintained  and  occaflotially  dnlafged 
not  only  the  written  privileges,  but  alfo  thGft 
refting  cm  airtknt  tifage  and  t&cit  appfobatfotf 
atone.  In  proof  of  thri,  we  may  bfirtg  the  Kd* 
sales,  the  Ba&kira,  fee.  refpe&mg  theit  exclitfivd 
tight  of  property  in  the  Countries  they  inhabited } 
the  provinces  of  Livonia  and  Eftbotiia,  which, 
fiace  they  fell  to  Ruflia,  in  lien  of  furnfthtog  tfr 
craats,  pay  a  certain  fine;  the  whofc  body  of 
nobility,  whofe  antient  rights  have  off  late  received 
a  considerable  augmentation;  the  proprietors  of? 
mines,  to  wbon  Peter  I.  in  thdt  charter  grafted 
a  complete  allodial  right,,  with  the  fpecial  affutiin€# 
that  it  flkmld  be  held  facred  by  all  hi*  fiicceflbfif 
in  the  empire,  which  the  tote  emprefe  ha*  farther 
iocreafed  by  remitting  the  imperial  due$;  wk& 
mdny  more  ittftances  of  a  fi»ila*  kind.  -*-  An  ftfe-* 
perial  law  in  the  general  regulation  proceeding 
from  that  emperor,  for  that  reafon  makes  it  the 
duty  of  every  tribunal  and  college*  in  frammg 
their  judgments,  always  to  have  regard  1*  exifting 
jJrivlleges,  and  t&  dttidtt  ae<56frdfogfy:  Aftd VfWf 
happens  perpetually;  the  fenaftf  has  frequently* 
interpofed,  when  patentees  have  been  walling  to 
Wave  their  privilege;,  by  plaidly  deferring  tea- dtf- 
approbation  of  feck  a  pr&SeoSteg,  stud  ksfiftjfigf 
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on  its  being  maintained  *.  But  how,  if  reafons 
of  ftate,  and  the  welfare  of  the  empire  f9  demand 
an  alteration  or  a  total  abrogation  of  the  privi- 
lege ?  Indeed  it  appears  that  no  fovereign  could 
take  that  upon  him  without  the  confent  or  a  fuf~* 
ficient  indemnification  of  the  privileged  party, 
who  ought  to  enjoy  at  lead  the  right  of  a  con- 
tractor. Privileges,  however,  are  not  to  be  con- 
fidered  merely  as  contra&s,  but  as  laws,  the  place 
of  which  they  undoubtedly  fupply.  Thefe,  when 
they  degenerate  and  become  hurtful,  require  a 
remedy,  that,  like  pernicious  abufes,  they  may 
not  be  perpetuated.  The  fovereign  may  find 
himfelf  obliged  to  retrench  or  entirely  to  abolifh  a 
privilege  granted  by  himfelf  or  his  predeceffors,  on 
its  appearing  to  be  hurtful  This  may  be  illus- 
trated by  fome  inftances.  The  patriarchal  dignity, 
was  for  a  long  period  of  time  interwoven  with  the. 
political  and  ecclefiaftical  conflitution  of  the  em- 
pire; it  had  been  fan&ioned  and  confirmed  by 

4  Even  flight  di&dvantages  have  been  difregarded  when  juf- 
tified  by  a  privilege.  Thus,  in  one  of  the  provinces  of  the 
Baltic,  a  printing-office  had  a  patent  for  the  faleof  certain 
church  and  fchool  books.  Though  they  were  printed  and  dif- 
pofed  of  by  thpgiands,  yet  the  patentee  greatly  enhanced  their 
price.  A  booBfeller  got  permiffion  of  him  to  print  them,  for 
the  benefit  pf  the  poor  boors,  cheaper  by  about  one  half.  But 
the  fenate  "would  not  allow  of  it,  protected  the  printing-office 
in  the  cxercife  of  i*T  privilege  j  and  declared  that,  in  virtue  of 
it,  the  office  had  a  right  to  fell  its  books  at  a  dearer  rate,  than . 
another  might  engage  to  do. 
*  f  Juftiy  confidcred  as  the  paramount  law* 

feveral 
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feveral  monarchs,  and  may  therefore  be  confi- 
dered  as  a  privilege  granted  to  the  nation,  and 
efpecially  to  the  clergy:  but,  on  its  becoming 
dangerous  and  pernicious,    it  was  aboliihed  by 
Peter  the  great  —  The  Ukraine  had  a  privilege, 
in  virtue  whereof  they  chofe  their  own  hetman. 
Hence  frequently  arofe  difienfions,  rebellion,  and 
inteftine  war.     The  monarch  of  Ruflia  faw  himfelf 
neceffitated  to  interpofe  in  the  ele&ion,  and  thus 
to  fet  bounds  to  that  privileged  liberty.     But,  the 
hetman,  as  chieftain  of  a  rude  and  turbulent  peo- 
ple, joining  fometimes  with  the  enemies  of  the 
empire,  and  thus  growing  dangerous  to  it,  it  was ' 
found  neceflary  to  prevent  the  election  entirely, 
and  to  leave  the  place  for  a  length  of  time  un- 
occupied ;  till,  at  laft,  from  the  feveral  complaints 
that  were  made  againft  their  former  hetman,  and' 
for  other  weighty  reaibns,  theemprefs  Catharine  II. 
aboliihed  it  quite.  —  So  likewife  the  Zaporogians 
had  a  ftated  privilege  of  right  over  their  territory 
and  conftitution,  arifing  from  antient  cuftom  and 
tacit  convention :  in  which,  as  long  as  it  was  pof- 
fible,  they  were  prote&ed.     Their  licentious  man- 
ners and  turbulent  fpirit  loudly  called  for  reftraint. 
They  exclaiiped  againft  this  fklutary  meafure  as 
an  aft  of  violence,  and  proceeded  from  one  degree 
of  infolence  to  another :  till  at  length  no  other 
alternative  was  left  for  the  fefety  of  the  empire 
than  to  abolifli  their  conftitution,  together  with 
their  pretended  privilege.  —  On  the  whole  it  is 

eS  plain 


pjjlin  that!  tb*  i^rffon  fiwfensijpis  hav^  ptfecewfei 
^ritU  ^r^ati  caution  in  tfc  ak*ra$k>i$  that  havQ 
been  fcuiwl  Btec^ftiry,  no*  only  in  privilege  but 
even  u;  ufurpat^o^  ^nd  ^eferij^feivQ  nfrges*  wtea 
they  bavQ  had  but  ift*  fc^tft.  ifemblance  of  juftap: 

qpd  evsa,  yeffeprii^.  tfe+  qfrptft)  betwwi  the  adap- 
tion o£  a  new  or  the  adbgriftg  t«  an-  oW  regular 
tjo*,,  tpr  th$  partis  co*q«r  i«d<f .  *f  th*  fovtwig* 
TKere  oWiged  to  te*Y*  a#  Jibing*  t<*  proc«#d:  H0on 
tho  old;  fyft$n%  to  wxp^ld  not  be  able  to  eflfeft 
any  gpod;  but  tUe  ajj^abicw*  q£  a  pfivilqge  is 
frequently  ^  i$al  bsB&fit,  .  a*.  awQtjg  othw.  exr 

• 

*  Forinft&nce  in  Livonia  and  Eftftonia;  when,  for  reafons 
of  ftate,  the  exportation  of  corn  has  been  prohibited  for  a 
time9  as,  was  done  in  the  feven  years  war  by  the  emprefs  Eliza- 
beth*   TThefime  may>  be  (aid  likewife-  of  aew  impofb:  for,  i*» 
the  two  ckikedpi^j^JW^iMiqnodi  when  the  haaktqf  lfand  a* 
the  be^uun^.  of  tfrc  ei^htgenthfcentury  were;  worth  .no  more 
than  from  five  hundred  to  a,  thoufand  rubles,  the  tax*s  cquli, 
not  be  ft>  grerft  as  at  prefent  when  the  value  is  rifen  to  between 
tfcree  fcandred-and'flve  tfcou&ntr  rabies,  and  at  times  frill  higher. 
UvjuaitBaand  Kfth^fuaas*  whan  the.  caavtiifation-inicompank* 
a|  Pete/l>u^  ha*  turned,  upon  the  produce  of  eflate*>  a»d\ricji 
Ruffians,  toyc.  talkfcd.qf  font  ornye.per  cent,,  have  bragged. o£ 
gaining  eleven  per  cejit  -by  theirjs :  which  they  may  do  —  by. 
methods  at  which  humanity  (hudders. 

f  At  the  abolition  of  the  Zaptrogians  it  was  left  to  their 
choke*  wltother  they  would  adopt  a  regular  mode  of  life*  or 
fearo  the  empire,  <*-  Tho  new_politk*l  regulation  was  not  forcedl 
upon,  the  citiet-of?  Riga^d*  foeval ;  ifr  waj  left  to.  the  choice  oft 
the  burgher*;  they  fotincUt  more  beneficial- 

ampler 
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atftpfes,  the  foUowfag  will  fte#. '  Aecdrdfag  to 
thte  privilege  grunted  fc  the  rttetett  by  Pfeter  flft 
great,  tfce  private  oWheYs  were  obliged,  as  h& 
Ijeeh  already  mentioned,  to  pay  certaita  tributes  * 
tithes  to  the  «rown :  but  tfce  fete  etftpMB  Gattifc- 
Tine  II.  ireMnquiflied  thefe  tlartns;  atttHnfteaddf 
that  burdett  granted  them  an  encouragement; 
This  was  an  alteration  of  the  greateft  advantage. 
--  The  ko*aks  of  Lrttlfe  Rttflia  were  obliged  by 
their  privileged  ttmftitutioft,  hot  oftty  to  furtiiih 

troops,  but  to  maintain  them  at  their  owa  efc- 

pence,  by  arbltr sty  and  heavy  contributions  P**- 
tiaHy  levied  by  their  Chteft.  *fhfc  wai  altered  by 
her  late  majefty  t  the  ftated  huthber  of  troops  nafo 
jtttWt  their  regnkt^nrfntendtitfe  from  the  crowd', 
agreeably  to  the  army  eltabliihment ;  and  thole 
whpjtay  at  home  pay,  to^heir  jyeat  advantage 
a  very  moderate  annual  rate.  —  The  entails  on 
eftat&  in  LivaniA  and  £fthohia  ware  found  to  giVfe 
rife  to  many  grievances ;  they  were  accordingly 
cut  off,  to  the.  great  joy  of  hoth.dukedoHWj  by 
the  late  emprefs,  though  they  were  founded  *b 
privilege*.  —  In  like  meaner  the  mew  anode*  of 
governing  fay  viceroy*  the  pfovinws  waft  a  foftt 
benefit,  even  to  thofe  that  wer*  thtflt  Jrfottd  of 
their  chartered  rigjhts*  ' 

•  To  omit  for  the  prefent.  a  gteat  many  very  important 
'ttffaniages,  we  matt  here  only  mention,  that  formerly  in 
tivOftia  ahd  Eilhonia  feveral  civil  offices  mdfi  be  executed 

Q  3  gratis. 
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ThB  naturally  leads  us  to  a  fubjeft  which  has 
rawer  yet  been  unfolded  in  any  fatisfa&ory  manner 
by  the  authors  that  have  written  on  Rufiia, 
namely,  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire. 
Some  writers  have,  indeed,  affirmed  that  fuch 
laws  do  exift,  while  others  will  not  allow  it,  or  at 
lead  exprefe  their  doubts  upon  the  matter;  pro* 

4 

bably  becaufe  they  either  have  not  duly  confidered 
the  nature  of  political  conftitutions  in  general,  or 
not  properly  examined  into  that  of  Rufiia #.  Cer- 
tainly, if  we  were  to  afk  the  Ruffians,  efpecially 
.the  great  multitude,  concerning  them,  we  (hould 
foon  have  reafon  to  doubt  of  their  exigence,  as  it 
is  not  cuftomary  to  make  them  the  fubjeft  of  con* 
verfationf;  though  we  frequently  hear  of  laws 

of 
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gratis.  Now  every  officer  hat  kit  regular  Alary :  and  many 
places  furnifl)  a  decent  income  to  perfbns  who  were  a  charge 
upon  the  public.  Therefore  thefe,  at  well  at  other  provinces, 
thanked*  the  empreft  tor  giving  them  the  new  inftitutien  by 
deputies* 

•  If  they  had  confidendthat  in  the  whole  world  there  it  no 
Ibch  thing  at  a  pore  defpotifin,  they  would  at  leaft  have  been 
led  to  fuppofe  that  there  meft  be  fundamental  laws  in  Ruffe, 
even  though  they  were  not  to  be  pointed  out,  and  dill  lefs  in 
writing,  but  were  only  traditional.  —  They  feem  to  have  been 
led  by  an  imaginary  notion  of  fundamental  lawt  that  will  by  no 
meant  fuit  with  Raffia* 

f  Nor  it  thit  at  all  furprifing:  in  many  other  countries 
where  the  fubje&t  have  not  the  fame  opportunities  of  dif- 

courfing 
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of  the  empire  and  imperial  laws  *,  which,  how- 
ever, in  fome  cafes,  may  be  regarded  as  compo- 
nent parts  of  themt*    What  then  are  we  to  un~ 

cerftand 


courting  on  the  laws  and  fate  affairs  as  we  have  in  England* 
you  will  fcaxcely  find  even  a  literary  man  who  can  give  yoji 
a  good  account  of  the  laws,  under  the  prote&ion  of  which 
he  lives  ;  th»  knowledge  is  generally  confined  to  the  public 
functionaries. 

*  Thefe  two  expreffions  are  often  ofed  as  fynonifnous,  yet 
they  feero  (bmetimes  to  admit  of  a  diftin&ion.  Perhaps  we 
might  fay  that  every  ulcafe  coming  from  the  throne,  unleis  it 
relate  entirely  to  a  private  concern,  is.  a  law  of  the  empire : 
bat  when  it  delivers  a  general  rule  (though  only  for  fome  par* 
ticular  dafs,  &c.)  it  is  then  to  be  ranked  among  the  imperial 
laws,  which  are  ibmetimes  called  imperial  regulations,  and 
from  their  collective  contents,  the  imperial  constitution.  To 
this  confequently  belong  even  particular  ukafes,  as  there  is  not 
yet  any  complete  code,  though  there  are  already  many  collec- 
tions  of  laws.  —  The  patent  granted  by  her  majefty  fome  years 
fince  to  the  nobility,  which  they  received  with  gratitude  as  a 
beneficial  privilege,  is  an  imperial  law.  It  afcertains  the  pre* 
tensions  of  the  nobility,  as  the  golden  bull  in  Germany,  and 
the  magna  charta  in  England,  afcertain  certain  rights  and 
immunities.  The  two  latter  are  fundamental  laws  of  the 
countries  to  which  they  relate  $  why  then  fhould  not  the  firft- 
mentioned  bear  the  fane  title,  or  be  regarded  as  a  component 
part  of  the  fundamental  law,  that  afcertains  the  pretentions  of 
die  people?  At  kaft  it  has  an  important  influence  in  the  confti* 
tution ;  and  to  the  nobility,  is  in  the  place  of  a  fundamental 
law.— In  some  refpeds  the  fane  may  be  (aid  of  the  new  poli- 
tical regulation  of  the  governments  as  a  privilege. 

f  We  learn  from  hiftory,  that  the  teutonic  nations,  almoft 
to  the  time  of  Charlemagne,  had  no  other  laws  than  old  efta- 

04  bliflied 


$00  GOVER*TMRHT   QT  TOE  EMPIRE 

d#rftai*d  by  fundamental  Jaws  ?  In  many  coun* 
tries  they  aw.  merely  traditionary,  and  it  would 
be  requiring  too  much  to  expeft  that  they  {frouli 
ttt  always  written  in  formal  chara&ers  and  fo- 
lemnly  promulgated  *.  %  Neither  are  we  to  forggj; 
that  iu  many  countries  they  $o  not  at  all  extend 


Wife*!  ffitxwsdtriw)  *>om  fe*J*e  r  to  fin*.    Nq  ma*  will  afi>» 

that  their  constitutions  were  deftitute  of  fundamental  laws;  for 
SWtajnly  co  ifeem  tafcqged  tfee  4f  mpprafi*  form  *f  gpvornmtnt, 
the  limited  PQWfr  ftf  Ihf ir  Icings,  fte  ajjodial  frwJoiH,  a&4  thf 
gnat  rigj*  o/  ioJ4{pg  tod*  **  f«H«Wfe*  **•  WJuen  theif 
nation*  btgan  *>  «0fnmi|  t^r  {rjriUjenal  ma#jn|g  to  writing, 
the*  «wfe  WOflg  tfce  Flasks,  for  example,  &*  faU^u*  law> 
fend  Other*,  as  Mtoow}*dge4  fundamental  laws.  Jhe  t>Wgu*r 
dian,  fttxon*  4*4  tffof  laws,  J1&4  ejttftly  the  fas*  origi*.  9* 
they  were  in  h»og  **4  vf|li4  Joj»f  b*fcie  they  w«t e  reduced 1# 
vntuig. . 

*  Set  Schketser's  hiftorical  inquiry,  and  Pnttet's  <K^.  de 
legtim  imperii  fhndamentalium  ft  civlljiim  differentia*  which 
authors  make  contents  and  form  abfolutely  neceflhry  to  funda- 
mental laws  ;  and  the  latter  fays  expreftly  that  the  people  mult 
make  them,  or  eonenr  in  making  them,  or  at  lead  voluntarily 
approve  of  them.  Now,  this  requires  a  few  words  of  remark. 
The  folemn  form  and  written  text  is  to  he  found  only  in 
ibme  countries :  but  neither  of  them  are  neceflary  properties, 
if  traditionary  maxims  with  many  nations  have  long  fupplied 
and  ftiil  fapply  the  place  of  fundamental  laws.  Juft  as  little  is 
{t  absolutely  neeeflary  that  the  people  mould  make  or  concur  in 
snaking  them :  for  Minos,  Solon,  Lycurgus,  and  ether  famous 
legiflators,  framed  not  only  civil  but  fundamental  laws,  which 
the  people  merely  admitted ;  for  conrent  may  be  either  verbal 
or  tacit. 

4  to 
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to  «ioh .  particular  province,  but  that  .tfade  may 
fomefimea  have  a  fort  of  confutation  of  their 
pwtL  w-In  Raffia  they  can  ihew  fundamental  laws 
nriucorf  to  waiting;  but  whether  all  be  fi>  or  not 
require*  a  Abrt  review  of  ibnnertrairfadiojjs.  Jt 
«mld  be  a  difficult  undertaking  to  aicertarin  their 
origin,  tjdroiigfaout  in  fucceifion  of  time,  bat  tw* 
of  th<matleaft  omit  be  of  eqnai  date*  with  tbe 
body  politic  Fort  though  the  ruffian  hiftory,  as 
§u  a*  it  i*  at  piefimt  knovn,  feys  nothing  of  any 
isrtient  cqaqpft,  athfer  oral  or  written,  betawn 
flic  ftwraigil  and  tbc  people,  yet  no  man  will 
fafily  be  ferfliaded,  -that  tbemdepcndcntaxid  free 
ruffian  trihas,'  when1  they  ehofe  foreign  prinxsej, 
aa  they,  did  BiirSk  and  Jus  brethren,,  tobetheit 
rulers,  fobnuttdd  tbemfeUrw  unconditionally,  rwithr 
emt  any  Defamation  of1  life  and  property,  :ta  their 
arbitrary  .wi  H;  ai  may  Hkearife  be  fiud-of  the  pe^ 
riod*  when,  aft?  *  the  extin&ion  of  Rurik's  race, 
the  crown  was  conveyed  to  the  elder  *Godunofi 
and  laftly  to  the  houfe  of  Romanof :  nor  can  it 
any  ipore  be  conceived,  that  thefe  princes  wbilld 
have  taken  upon  them  the  burden  of  government^ 

« 

« 

♦  J  fliy  nothing  here  pf  ZaUkoy,  «  on  bia  acceffion  to  the; 
throw  fame  of  jJvc  moft  eminent  af  the  toy**,  a*  has  becq 
already  mentioned,  projpoCid  to  hu  option  fome  article^  bjf 
which  they  abrogated  the  old  fundamental  laws  which  defined 
the  giand  p/erogatives  of  majefty,  and  in  their  ftead  proposed 
new  opes  wjth  limitations :  which  innovation  the  people  foon 
found  to  be  prejudicial,  and  entirely~rejec"icd./ 

without 
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without  knowing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the' 
prerogatives  annexed  to  it  Let  us  allow  that  at 
firft  no  formal  inftrument  was  drawn  up  in  writing 
for  fettling  the  mutual  claims  of  Sovereign  and 
fubjed,  yet  the  then  commonly  received  notions 
of  the  rights  of  each  might  ferve  as  the  ground* 
work  of  a  conftitution,  and  give  us  fome  infight 
into,  that  form  of  government  which  was  built 
upon  antient  ufagd  Thus  we  ihouki  at  lead 
admit  two  primitive  fundamental  laws,  the  one 
eftablifliing  the  claims  of  the  fovereign,  the  other 
thofe  of  the  people..  In  proceft  of  time  it  is  pof- 
fible  they  might  receive  an  addition  by  privileges, 
inveftitpres,  cafualties,  &c.  or  in  various  ways; 
by  encroachments,  pofture  of  affairs,  agreement, 
&c.  might  fuflFer  diminution*  of  which  hiftory 
affords  many  examples.  Such  alterations  or  en* 
laigemente,  as  foon  as  their  validity  was  recog- 
nized, became  fundamental  lawsf,  whereof  fome 
were  confequently  of  antient  and  others  of  qmch 

•  Left  the  reader  fhould  at  irft  be  forprifed  at  this*  he  matt 
be  reminded  that  in  England  the  magna  charta,  and  in  the  ger- 
man  empire  the  golden  bull  were  recognized  fundamental  law** 
not  original  and  primitive  laws.  They  contain,  as  privileges, 
claims,  whereby  on  one  hand  they  enlarge,  and  on  the  other 
contra&  the  old  ones.  —  It  makes  no  difference  in  the  ufe  of 
them  whether  they  proceed  from  the  fovereign  alone,  or  from 
the  co-operation  of  the  people,  or  folely  from  the  latter. 

+  At  leaft  an  accurate  ftatement  of  thole  already  in  being, 
whereby  they  received  a  new  form,  or  were  incrcafed  t* 
number. 

later 
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later  origin #;  and  tfrus  fprne  of  the  ruffian  would 
accord  with  thofe  of  other  countries,,  while  others, 
by  reafon  of  their  peculiar  cqjnftitutipn,  might 
remarkably  differ  from  them.  —  Tp  the  mod  mo- 
dern  principally  belong  the  ordinances  for  the 
adminiftration  of  the  governments,  a3  fllfo  the 
letters  of  grace  dire&ed  to  the!  nobles  and  to.  the 
towns;  which  have  given  a  new  and  exceedingly 
important  conftitution  to  the  whole  empire,  as 
well  as  to  fome  of  its  dlftinguiflied  members  qr 
claffesf.  — *-All  the  prefent  fundamental  laws  qf 
the  empire  may  properly  he  reduced  therefore  to 
two  principal  clafles,  as  they  afcertain  either  the 
authority  and  prerogatives  of  the  fovereign,  or 
the  claims  of  the  fubjefts  J.     A  fubdivifion  into 

pofitivfc 

•  If  we  adroit  the  before-mentioned  ordinance  of  Peter  L 
concerning  the  power  of  appointing  a  fncceJTor,  to  be  a  fand*» 
mental  law,  we  thereby  allow  it  to  be  a  new  one. 

f  There  furdy  needs  no  proof  that  thefe  three  grants  or 
privileges  are  a  part  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire: 
it  may  fufice,  that  they  have  all  the  reqnifites  prefcribed  by 
M.  Schlatter,  being,  i.  drawn  ap  in  writing ;  a.  in  folemn 
firm ;  3.  of  extremely  important  contents,  as  has  already  been 
(hewn  in  regard  to  the  nobles,  add  in  regard  to  the  conftitation 
of  the  governments  will  be  feen  in  a  future  part*  Add  to  this, 
4>  that  they  were  thankfully  accepted  and  ratified  by  folemn 
deputations,  which  is  of  greater  validity  than  the  Ample  confent 
or  co-operation  of  the  people. 

}  Hence  it  is  manUeft  that  the  idea  of  M.  Schlcetzer,  in  his 
hiftorica!  inquiry,  is  by  no  means  fatlsfadtory,  that  there  are 
bat  two  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire,  both  relating  merely 

to 
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poiitive  «nd  negative  would  be  fuperfluotts,-  h£- 
cauie  what  we  fhouta  allow  to  the  monarch  is 
pofitive  would  belong  to  the  negatives  of  the 
people.  But  an  accurate  ftateinenfr  df  what  re- 
fetes  to  all  the  fubjeds  in  general;  or  to  certain 

•      w  ... 

ranks  in  particular,  might  tend  to  Hluftraje  many 
things;  yet,  without  running  into  prolixity,  k 
would  be  difficult  to  know  always  where  to  draw 
the  line:  befides,  neither  the  limits  not  the  plan 
of  this  undertaking  would  allow  of  inferring  ab- 
Ara&s  of  privileges,  grants,  edi&s,  patents,  See. 
The  proof  that  there  are  fundamental  laws  of 
the  empire  in  Ruflia,  with  a  reference  to  them, 


**»■ 


to  Che  prerogatives  of  the  fovereign,  namely*  i.  his  unlimited 
authority,  and  a.  the  hereditary  right  of  his  poiterity  to  the 
rufian  throne.  He  adopts  them  both  from  the  charter  of  fcttle- 
snea*  which  was  drawn  up  and  JuMcribed  by  all  the  ranks  oh 
the  extinction  of  the  race  of  Rank,  oa  the  14th  Of  April,  \6\  }, 
at  the  elofUoB  of  Mikhaila  Romano/:  to  whkh,  however, 
ha  adds  the  prefumption*  that  the  framcr  of  that  charter  of  iet- 
tkment  actually  represented  the  whole  nation.  Bat  this  pro* 
iumpaoa  is  needless,  as  that  charter*  by  recognising  an  un- 
limited authority  and  hereditary  fucceflton,  brought  no  new 
prerogative  into  action,  but  only  acknowledged  both  as  an 
ufage  handed  down  from  times  iininemorial,  and  generally  ac- 
knowledged as  salutary,  (if  indeed  records  of  remote  antiquity 
on  that  matter  were  not  already  in  being,)  repeated  for  the 
purpofe  of  utterly  annihilating  the  attempted  limitation  at  the 
election  of  uar  Zuiikoy.— -  In  savour  of  the  claims  of  the  peo- 
ple, M.  Schketzer  finds  nothing  like  a  fundamental  law  of  dm 
empire. 

win 
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x$l  ikrrjtfh  the  wdtt*  with.  ftifficient  occafien 
for.  h*  wra*  forth**  reflations*.—  Sach  are  the 

I.  I^r^pndtRthcfovereign: 

1*  The  tantftary  jh<reffiaat:  L  Tha*  d** 
tluooe  i*  feewtaW*  i*  totf*  fetes,  were  nothiag, 
reduced  to  writing  oa  tb»  h*ad,  either  in  the 
charter  of*  fqttJemeat  tf  th«yw  1613,,  or  ia any 
owe  aatie*t  r«cps4  yet  this  prerogative  i&  one 
of  the  ufages  haadfcd  dawn  from  their  ancefion} 
and  recogpircd  as.  valid  by  the  peopfe,  which  a* 
a,  tradition  admitted  by  the  whole  nation-^  in  the 
prefect  ea&i  has  the  force  of  a  fundamental  law 
of  the  empire.  2.  The  right  to  appoint  the  lite* 
ceffor,  of  which  a,  fufficient  elucidation  has  been 
given.  btf>re,§» 

•  It  id  not  my  defign  to  exhaaft  the  fubjedt  by  producing  all 
the  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire  that  are  in  being.  Neither 
wil!  it  merit  any  very  high  degree  of  animadveWion  if  fome 
fhonkLbere  be  reckoned  among  them  on  which  other*  might 
ptrhaj*  refute  to  beftow  that  tkk> 

i  That  even  Schleetzer  acknowledge*  it  to  be  a  fmcbmeirtat 
law  has  been  mentioned  juft  above. 

,  £  Which  nevtn.  thought  of  calling  this  eight  of  (aoedBbn 
into  question.  —  Indeed  Schleetzer  is  of  opinion,  inJua  ifltoriraL 
enquiry,,  that  tfc*  frequent  repetition  of  anatt  docs  not  beget  a 
law  ;  but  ufage  fupplying  the  place  of  law  may  arife.  from  & 

4  It  is  not  neceflary  to  derive  it. from  a  later  ordinance*  and 
to  call  it,  with  flulcniog,  a  fundamental  law.  But  it  follow* 
from  two  acknowledged  fundamental.,  laws  which,  afcribe  the* 
fucccflion  and  the  unlimited  authority  to  the  fovercign. 

2.  The 
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fi.  The  uncircumfcribed  authority  *  which 
Comprehends  all  the  great  and  exclufive  prero- 
gatives of  majefty,  fome  of  which  have  been 
already  fpecified,  e.  g.  the  foie  legiflation,  even  in 
ecclefiaftical  matters,  together  with  the  office  of 
Chief  magiftrate,  the  full  power  to  make  war  and 
peace,  to  afcertain  regalties,  &c.  To  this  may 
be  added,  that  the  fovereign  has  the  right  to  em- 
ploy the  revenues  of  the  empire  according  as  he 
thinks  fit;  to  enforce  all  his  abfolute  commands 
with!  his  military ;  to  conftitute  imperial  colleges, 
dr  to  alter  them  again ;  to  appropriate  to  himfelf 
all  lands  and  grounds  which  have  no  determinate 
owner,  and  to  difpofe  of  them  as  he  pleafes ;  to 
appoint,  conftitute,  and  employ  certain  free  people4 
immediately  belonging  to  the  crown,  where  he 
fliall  think  proper,  if  no  particular  privileges, 
immunities,  &c.  exprefsly  declare  otherwiie;  to 
change  the  residence;  to  ihare  the  government 
with  another  f,  or  to  lay  it  down  J ;  to  travel  out 
of  the  empire,  and  to  appoint  at  will  a  regency 
fbr  the  interim,  &c. 

*  This  likewife  Schlatter  declares  to  be  a  fundamental  law 
of  the  empire, 

f  The  ruffian  hiftory  affords  examples  of  this,  to  which 
never  any  thing  was  obje&ed. 

I  Whether  in  foch  a  cafe  he  could  appropriate  and  prefem 
any  particular  prerogatives,  and  of  what  kind,  would  indeed 
be  a  problem  in  the  civil  law  of  RuiBa. 

5  S.  That 
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S.  That  the  fovereign  is  an  imperial  majefty, 
and  the  dominion  an  empire.  The  folemn  offer 
of  this  title  by  the  ariftocracy  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  empire,  the  acceptance  of  it  in  behalf  of 
all  the  fucceffion,  are  reafons  for  deeming  this  a 
fundamental  law  of  the  empire. 

The  queftion,  whether  the  rights  of  the  fove- 
reign include  a  partition  of  the  empire,  by  means 
whereof  he  may,  for  inftance,  if  he  have  feveraL 
heirs,  affign  to  each  of  them  his  feparate  portion,; 
with  all  the  regalties,  .may  be  conlidered  in  two 
points  of  view.  His  unlimited  authority  feems 
to  decide  for  the  affirmative,  efpecially  a&  parti- 
tions have  been  made  in  antient  times.  On  the* 
other  fide  there  appear  to  be  weighty  reafons 
againft  fuch  a  difinemberment,  at  leaft  to  difluade 
from  it,  as,  among  others:  becaufe  the  former 
partitions  brought  on  a  weaknefs  and  a  fenfible. 
decline  of  the  empire* ;  becaufe,  from  the  timer 
of  tzar  Ivan  Vaifiliievitch  it  has  remained  undi- 
vided; becaufe,  as  an  hereditary  empire,  it  gives; 
the  next  fucceflbr  authentic  claim  to  an  unbroken: 
fovereignty;  becaufe  there  is  only  one  ruffian, 
empire;  becaufe  the  very  title  of  a  felf  or  fole 
ruler  of  all  Ruffia,  or  of  all  the  Ruffias,  precludes 
every  difmemberment.  To  this  may  be  added, 
that,   by  Tatifchtfchefs  account,  tzar  Ivan  the 

*  It  Jhpald  not,  however,  be  forgotten,  that  at  that  time  it 
was  not  by  far  of  fo  vaft  extent  at  at  prcfent. 

great, 
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great,  after  be  had  thrown  off  the  tartariarl  ydkt, 
and  reftored  the  monarchy,  eftabhfhed  the  iadbi- 
fibflity  of  the  empire  by  a  btw  which  he  caofed 
to  be  confirmed  by  it  diet>convened  by  him  for 
that  purpofe  —  The  matter  affames  another ifaape 
by  important  conqoefts,  which  fees*  to  form  ait 
•aeeption,  becaufe  then  the  arguments  adduced 
neither  oppofe  it  nor  have  pboce*.. —  la  hfce 
manner  the  fovereign  ha*  undorrbtecHy  a  right 
to  aflign  to  his  heirs  certain  apanages  within  the 
empire  though  without  regakiesL 

lit  all  cowntrtes  the  tuka  takes  the  throtte  under 
certain  obligation* ;  but.  not  evecyvhere  can  a 
code  be  referred  to  on  that  firigefiv  which,  in  aft 
probability,  is  the  cafe  in  Ruifia.    ' 

2.  La  regard  to  the  fnhjeft*  thtie  areipecifig 
obligations  and  rights.  The  fonaer  aiife  either 
from  the  abftraft  idea  of  fabje&s  and  fram  the: 
nature  and  ead  of  government;  they  are,  there- 
fore^ alike  m  aS  countries,  facfc  aarefped  towards 
the  majefty,  ferity  and  obedience,  fervice,  pay- 
ment of  tegal  taxe^  &c,  —  or  they  proceed  from 
tie  ftradamentat  laws  which  afcertain  die  prero- 
gatives of  the  crawa. 
« 

*  la  feck  a  cafe  it  cotdtt  not  property  brcwfle#  *  partitmrar 
dtftembenaent.  This,  could  ha«*  hflpytaed,  fin  example*  if 
Holftein  had  not  been  given  up ;  a  grand  ducal  prince  might 
have  received  it  as  a  feparate  dukedom,  for  it  did  not  belong  to 
t&e  empire.  The  fame  holds  good1,  likewife,  of  a  conquered 
province,  it  can  be  reflored  or  ere&ed  into  a  feparate  ftate. 

The 
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*The  rights  of  the  fubje&s  are  grounded  either 
on  the  idea  of  fubje&a,  or  oii  the  end  and  aim  of 
a  confutation,  or  on  old  derived  cuftoms,  or  on 
written  fundamental  laws,  or  privileges  that  ftand 
in  place  of  law,  and  the  like*.  They  concern' 
either  the  empire  at  large,  or  particular  tribes,* 
ranks*  and  clafles ;  and  in  fuch  regards  they  in-> 
dude,  fecurity  of  perfon,  of  reputation,  and  of 
property;  juftice  not  denied;  legal  prote&ion 
againft  violence  and  oppreffion ;  unmolefted  .enjoy-? 
mcnt  of  all  lawfully  obtained  immunities,  privi- 
leges, and  rights ;  the  right,  on  the  extin&ion  of 
the  reigning  family,  if  no  fucceffor  be  appointed, 
to  ele&  one,  &c.  —  Accordingly,  the  nobility 
may  juftly  demand  the  quiet  enjoyment  of  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  granted  to  them,  by 
letters  of  grace  *.  —  The  burghers  pnay  appeal  to 
the  privileges  granted  to  them  in  the  regulations 
for  townihipst  —  The  Don-kozaks>  and  other  na* 

■ 

s 

*  Among  them  may  in  fome  meafure  be  reckoned  not  only 
fome  laws  in  the  Uloftieme,  and  feveral  fingle  ukafes,  e.g.  con* 
cerning  the  right  to  poffefs  cftatcs  and  vaflals,  particularly  the 
'  letter -of  grace  difpenfed  by  the  late  emprefs  to  the  nobility  in 
the  year  1785  ;  like  wife  one  (omewhat  prior,  that  of  the  18  th 
of  February  1762,  by  which  the  emperor  Peter  TIL  abfolves 
the  nobility  from  the  obligation,  formerly  indi/penfable,  to 
enter  into  the  military  or  civil  fcrvice,  even  againft  their  will. 
As  the  rights  in  the  la  A- mentioned  fetter  of  grace  are  exprefsiy 
called  in  it  a  fundamental  law  of  the  empire  unalterable  for 
•vtf,  then  other  die  like  letters  of  grace  and  privileges  may 
properly  be  called  fundamental  laws  of  the  empire, 

*   Vol.  il  p  tions 
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tions  of  that  kind,  may  juftly  expe&  that  no  in- 
vafion  be  made  on  their  diftrids  and  poffeffions, 
or  any  infringement  of  their  rights,  &c. 

It  having  been  before  mentioned  that  it  might 
be  fhewn  from  fome  examples  borrowed  from  other 
countries,  that  fundamental  lavs  are  fiifceptible 
of  a  gradual  enlargement  or  limitation,  it  would 
be  aeedlefe  to  ftart  the  queftion,  whether  they 
ought  in  general  to  be  regarded  as  eternal  and 
unalterable  t  They  have,  perhaps,  never  been  fo 
m  a|iy  known  country;  a  thoufand  accidents, 
favour,  war,  revolution,  intellectual  improvement, 
ftupidity,  and  human  depravity,  the  verieft  trifles 
in  nature  may  effe&  an  alteration  *. 

In  conclufion  to  this  head  it  will  be  proper,  for 
obtaining  a  more  complete  knowledge  of  the  coin 
ftitution,  to  take  a  retrofpeft  view  of  fome  of  the 
fitbje&s  that  have  been  chiefly  noticed,  and  may 
feem  to  require  a  more  particular  account 

The  legiflative  authority  is  the  monarch  alone ; 
neither  the  whole  nation  as  a  body,  nor  (ingle 
piewbers  or  daffes  of  it,  can  claim  any  part  therein* 
Indeed  the  late  emprefc  fummoned-  a  number  of 
perfons,  from  the  feverai  provinces  and  orders  of 
people,  as  commiffioners  for  framing  a  code  of 
laws ;  but  not  a$  though  this  ought  to  have  been 
done  by  the  coaftitution  of  the  empire,  but  bec*ufi? 

*  Accordingly  we  are  not  to  imagine  dial  the  welfcro  of  th# 
fiate  entirely  depend*  on  thefe  fowkmental  laws. 

ilia 
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foe  designed  to  give  her  fubje&s  a  complete  law 
book)  fo  compofed  as  to  fiiit  all  the  provinces  andt 
the  iereral  orders  of  people  according  to  their 
peculiar  fituatioi*,  and  to  procure  the  utmoft  pof- 
fible  perfe&ion,  as  well  as  the  beft  introduction  to 
the  precepts  it  ihould  contain.  %—  Whenever  the 
fenate,  a  college,  the  magiftracy  of  a  province, 
or  a  governor,  ifliies  any  ordinances  or  precepts, 
they  tttift  be  conformable  to  the  flaws  in  beiag, 
and  grounded  upon  them  by  name ;  after  which 
k  is  referred  to  the  fovereign  to  •examine  and  to 
alter  them  at  will  —The  executive  authority  fe 
indeed  committed  to  the  regular  courts,  but  always 
under  the  chief  inipc&ion  of  the  monarch,  m 
whofe  name  they  a&,  becaufe,  as  he  is  the  Jble 
legiflator,  he  is  alib  the  fovereigpi  judge,    Scfides, 
the  empwfs,  not  only  in  her  Inftni&ioa  for  tfhe 
few-commrffion,  fe&.  i  27,  laid  it  down  as  a  rhle 
that  "  fome  judges  fhall  he  of  the  fame  rank  with 
"  the  culprit,  that  is,  his  equals, "  but  reduced  to 
prattiee  that  beneficial  principle,  as  fer  as  Wfcd 
ppfliWe  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things,  in.  her  ordi- 
nances for  the  admin  iteration  of  the  ^oventmeiitt. 
—  AH  commands,  ordinances,  fentenoes,  and  ju»- 
dical  matters  are,  as  w£  laid  befere,  ifiued  in  the 
name  or  by  the  command  of  th6  Saiperial  tiajefty, 
which  formerly  was  dene  on  the  bare  authority  o£ 
the  imperial  colleges,  &c.  but  never  by  the  middle 
or  inferior  courts.     Confcquentiy,  there  are  now 
none  but  pure  imperial  commands ;  and  the  only 

P  2  dif- 
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difference  is  in  the  fource  by  which  they  are  pub- 
Ijfhed.  One  published  by  the  fcnate,  or  any  other 
high  imperial  college,  is  likewife  called  an  ukafe ; 
but  when  it  proceeds  direftly  from  the  majefty,  it 
is  an  imennoi  ukafe,  or  a  namely-decree,  that  is 
figned  by  the  monarch's  own.  hand  with  his 
name. 

The  fovereign  is  alfo  the  .fole  difpenfer  of  all 
ranks  and  dignities #:  to  the  higher  he  hiinfelf 
appoints  the  peifons,  and  figns  with  his  own  hand 
the  inftrument  or  patent  Among  thefe  arc,  of 
the  clergy,  the  prelates  (archihierfeys),  namely, 
metropolitans,  archbifhops,  and  bifhops ;  of  the 
military,  ail  generals  of  the, army  to  the  colpnels 
of  regiments,  and  of  the  fleet,  the  admiraU  to  the 
captains  of  fhips ;  in  the  civil  department,  the 
fenators,  general-governors,  governors,  prefidents 
of  the  fuperior  colleges,  &c.  The  inferior  degrees 
are  bellowed  in  his  name  /by  the  proper  commif- 
iioners  or  boards,  e.  g.  in  the  civil  department  by 
the  fenate,  in  the  military  by  the  college  of  war, 
in  the  navy  by  the  admiralty,  in  the  church  by 
the  fynod,  in  the  medical  department  by  the  col- 
lege of  medicine,  &c.  Other  pofts,  as  in  the 
provincial  governments,  are  in  the  appointment 
of  the  general-governor  of  each,  &c.  All  theia 
likewHe  deliver  the  letters  of  inc^udion  with  their 

•  Therefore  every  promotion  conferred  by  a  college  is  re- 
garded as  coming  from  the  fovereign  himfelf. 

1  .  own 
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own  fignatures ;  only  the  patents  of  ftaff-officers, 
&c.  muft  be  figned  by  the  monarch.  To  all  thefe 
pofts  *,  moreover,  a  definite  -rank  is  annexed, 
uniformly  according  to  the  military  ftandard,  a 
circumftance  alraoft  peculiar  to  Ruflia  f.  It  is  to 
be  obferved,  that  in  the  civil  department  fouie 
places  are  of  a  twofold  fpecies,  that  is,  either 
titular  or  a6fcual,  for  inftance,  titular  privy-count 
fellor  or  a&ual  privy-counfellor  J,  and  the  like. 
But  actual  fervice  is  not  always  connefted  with 
either  $. 

.  Formerly 

■ 

*  Even  the  empty  titles  which  are  given  as  a  reward  for  good 
behaviour  or  faithful  fervice. 

-  »  • 

\  Peter  I.  who  afligned  to  every  pod  its  dated  rank,  took 
the  ftandard  from  the  army  probably  in  the  fole  defign  of  (hewing 
his  people  how  important  it  was  in  his  eyes,  and  at  the  fame 
time  to  point  out  the  path  to  honour.  —  To  many  of  the  offices 
at  court  he  affixed  a  very  moderate  rank ;  but  they  were  raifecl 
by  his  next  female  fucceuors. 

j  In  Livonia  and  Efthonia  the  half-french  and  half-german 
expreffion  etatfrath  is  common,  which  founds  the  more  fingular 
as  it  is  heard  neither  in  Germany  nor  in  Ruffia :  the  german 
word  ft  at  has  been  naturalized  in  the  ruffian  language. 

§  It  is  not  however  hence  to  be  inferred  as  if  titles  were  fold, 
or  difrributed  in  lieu  of  pay:  fuch  a  traffic  is  unknown  in 
Ruflia ;  neither  patents  of  nobility,  nor  commiffions  for  officers, 
Sec.  are  to  be  had  for  money.  But  numbers  of  ratbs,  ftaatf- 
ratks,  and  the  like,  obtain  the  title  of  a&ual,  merely  becaufe  'a 
higher  rank  is  annexed  to  it.  Thus  every  livonian  and  eftho- 
jiian  landratb,  the  old  equeftrian  laniftaat,  or  fllagUtracy  of  the 
knights-templars,  being  aboliihed  as  unneceflaTy,  obtains  the 

p  3  title 
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Formerly  there  were  fcveral  moBopolig*  of  the 
crown*  hut  the  late  empreii,  to  the  mani&ft 
advantage  of  her  fat>je£tay  aboiifhed  the  greater 
part  of  them,  referring  only  two,  namely,  fait  and 
brandy  f.  The  former,  a&  a  seceffary  of  life,  i* 
cheaper  in  Ruflta  than  in  feme  other  countries 
and  is  every  \? here  fold  at  the  fame  priced ;  where- 
fore  the  crown,  canfidering  theexpence  attesting 
it$,    gains?  hut  little  on  that  article.     Brandy, 


title  of  an  a&ual  ftaatfrath,  without  being  thereby  inveiied  with 
any  office.  —  As  in  like  manner  in  Germany  many  titles  are 
difpenfed  to  noblemen,  profeflbrs,  phyficians,  $c. 

*  Namelx,  rhubarb,  potatoes,  tobacco,  tar,  train-oil,  caviar, 
cBjna  ware,  and  formerly  likewife  yuffcs,  kc. 

+.  Some,  writers  fpeak  of  four  referved  monopolies,  adding  to 
tK&two  abqvementioned,  faltpetre  and  gunpowder.  But  feemingiy 
without  reafoii;  foil  both  thefe  articles,  in  consideration  of  a 
flight  duty,  may  by  any  one  be  exported  or  imported,  and  fold 
in  the  (hops  to  any  purchafer.  Be  fides,  in  many  parts  they  make 
tteir  own  gunpowder,  and"  there  are  private  manufa&oritt  of 
iaftpetre  fpr  pubftcfalie. 

-  %  K%  tljirty-ftve  kopeeks  the-  pood.     Except  thofe  provinces 
of  the  Baltic. and  White  Ruilia  that  ha.ve  permiflion  to  bring 

ftft  from,  abroad. 

-"  *  .  '  ^ 

i  Salt-pans,  are  attended  with  great  expence ;  which  is  mot 

tfce  cafe  with-rock-feltorat  the  fak-lakes,  b«caufe  there  nothing 

more  is  ncceifary  than  to  cut  the  frit,  or  fhovel  it  dire&ly  into 

%h&  fcajes ;  but  the  long  transport  by  land  and  water  fufy'efts 

t^-cjowoLU  c^oMerable  exnences* 

Being 
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being  not  fe  aeeeffiuy,  is  f**  Attttfr  *   of  which: 
more  will  be  &id  herarito*. 

In  regard  to  landed  property  li  gfeherAl,  tht? 
following  ntay  fisfikte*  It  belongs  either  to  thd 
crown,  or  to  prmitt  owners,  and  that  again  either 
to  individuate,  of  in  common  to  a  whole  tHte : 
but  this  requires  a  farther  ftatetaenfc  In  Great 
Ruffia,  at  prefent  the  landed  property  fe  either  in 
the  crown,  of  in  the  nobility,  of  in  the  ioWnlhipSy 

■ 

or  in  tbe  odnodvortii :  but  to  the  firil-mentioned 
all  that  to  which  no  private  perform  can-  produce  a 
valid  title  t--**  In  Little-Raffia  the  landed  pro-< 
petty  belongs  either  to  the  crown,  or  to  the  hobtei 
fettled  there,  ov  to  the  townihips,  or  to  the  Kozaks. 
The  lail  confideret)  ttewfelves  formerly  as  the  fold  0 
legal  pofleffors.  To  the  crown  belong  all  thofc 
eftate*  which  formerly  Were  allotted  to  the  hetman 
and  the  chiefs  of  ike  people  in  lieu  of  ftipends  ; 
4s  likewHe  what  has  finoe  dome  to  it  by  purchafe* 
The  nobility  of  Great- Ruffia  have  bought  eftates 

*  People,  therefore,  who,  frorh  their  cfimate  or  their  cm* 
ployments,  &c.  woald  be  intlined  to  indulge  in  ftrong  drinks* 
Are  obliged  to  content  themfeires  with  much  cheaper  and  more 
whdefome  liquors,  as  beer,  qnas,  mead,  berry- wine,  kumifi, 
ftc.  which  they  prepare  themfelves.  With  all  this",  howevcr,- 
*  proctigiotis  quantity  of  brandy  is*  confirmed. 

+  Accordingly  the  crown  has  at  times  appropriated  to  itfeii* 
thofe  parcels  of  land  about  which  contending  parties  could  not 
be  Draught  to  agreement  by  a  proper  furreyor,  and  canted  then* 
to  he  marked  out  by  Mack  polb. 

p  4  •  there, 
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there  *,  m  and  received  many  others  as  donations 
from  the  crown.  —  In  the  country  of  the  ,Don-ko« 
zaks,  though  they  are  originally  brethren  of  the 
Ruffians  of  Great  and  Little-JJuffia,  all  belongs  to 
the  nation  of  .the  Kozaks ; .  neither  the  crown  nor 
any  nobleman  can  appropriate  to  themfelves  any 
thing  there  f .     Many  of  the  iteppes  are  not  allot- 
ted as  property  to  any  ftanitza  (village)  or  private 
perfon ;  ypt  the  crown  has  never  appropriated  to 
itfelf  any  part  of  them ;  hut  each  Kozak  occu- 
pies as  much  as  he  choofes,  and  then  leaves  it 
again  to  lie  vaftc,  — The  cafe  is  much  the  fame 
with  the  Ural-kozaks ;  but  there  the  crown  has 
always  exercifcd  the  right  of  conftructing  forts  at 
pleafure,  and  to  keep  garrifons  in  them,  to  the 
ufcs  whereof  however  certain  pieces  of  ground 
that  lie  contiguous  are  allotted-     So  probably  it 
might  appropriate  and  let  out  the  very  productive 
fifhery  on  the  river  Ural : .  at  leaft  perfons  \ftM 

#  While  the  Ukraine  was  under  the  polifh  dominion,  the 
polifti  nobility  acquired  eftates  there  either  by  purchafc,  or 
perhaps  alfo  by  feizure  and  ufurpation,  at  which  the  Kozaks, 
at  that  time  loudly  complained,  and  frequently  rifing  up  in 
arms  drove  them  out.  But  on  the  fubjefUon  of  the  country  tq 
Ruflia,  it  was  exprefsly  ftated  at  the  confirmation  of  the 
privileges,  that  the  ruffian  nobility  may  poflcfs  landed  eftates, 
there. 

t  That  the  crown  may  cot  canals  there  in  cafes  of  neceflity. 
againft  an  enemy,  and  conftrudt  places  of  defence,  is  naturally, 
to  be  underftood,  it  being  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  at 

large, 

Ycrfed 
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verfed  in  thefe  matters  affirm  that  this  right  is  in* 
herent  in  it ;  though  the  Kozaks  would  look  with 
an  evil  eye  at  fuch  a  ftep.  — •*  It  is  otherwife  in  the 
country  of  the-  Bafchkirs,  towards  the  mountain 
•Uraitau,  or  the  Ural  in  its  ftri&eft  fenfe.  The 
crown  is  there  the  proprietor  of  large  mine-works 
and  extenfive  tra&s  of  foreft  # ;  but  all  the  reft  of 
the  land  the  Bafchkii;s  have  always  appropriated 
to  themfelvea  a*  their  exclufive  heritage ;  yet  in 
fuch  manner,  as  not  appertaining  to  the  whole 
nation;  but  that  each  main-ftem,  and  each  race 
of  them,  is  always  the  complete  exclufive  owner 
irf  one  diftri€t  Accordingly,  if  they  fell  a  piece 
■of  foreft  to  a  mine-matter,  their  cuftom  is  to  re- 
ferve  to  themfelves,  as  a  teftimony  of  their  mano- 
rial right,  the  game,  the  wild-growing  hops,  and 
the  bee-Jiives  therein.  They  likewife  adopt  colo- 
pifts  among  them  f>  to  whom  they  readily  give  a 
right  to  build  houfes  and  to  occupy  pieces  of  land 
at  will,  for  *htch  they  take  a  trifling  rent.  The 
Jike  method  is  purfued  by  the  M eftfeheraekes  and 
Tartars,  who  freely  let  out  to  any  menial  fervants 
that  come  and  fettle  among  them,  wood,  pafture, 

*  Perhaps  by  voluntary  ceffion,  or  (imply  as  royalties  from 
thjs  time  of  the  conqueft  of  the  country.  —  It  is  affirmed  by 
fome  that  almoft  all  the  land  in  Siberia  belongs  to  the  crown ; 
which  we  muft  leave  undecided,  bat  it  feems  highly  impro- 
bable. 

t  That  is,  of  their  own  accord,  at  the  requeft  of  the  colo- 
fiiifa ;  they  are  not  obliged  to  it. 

and 
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and  arable  land,  as  much  as  they  have  oceafio* 
for,  at  a  yearly  ground-rent  of  twearty-Uve  ko* 
peeks  *  Only  they  will  not  that  ruffian  village* 
fhould  be  arbitrarily  conftru&ed  among  or  near 
them  t  i  probably  not  alone  on  account  of  their 
freehold-right,  but  likewife  for  fear  of  a  gradual 
rtftri&ion,  and  what  may  eafily  follow,  a  total 
ejer5tfon£. 

Another  of  the  prerogatives  that  adhere  to  the 
thmne  is,  that  the  (bvereign  can  appoint  a  regency 
daring  the  minority  of  his  facceffor,  and  fix  tine 
period  of  his  arriving  at  majority.  But  if  he 
negleft  to  da  fo  during  his  lifetime,  then  the 
queftion  arife*,  who  fftatt  provide  for  the  guardian* 
ftip  and  edoeation  of  the  fuccetita  during  his 
minority,  and  declare  the  time  of  his  being  of 
age  ?  As  there  iff  no  exprefe  fewron  this  head,  r*> 
fcody  is  at  prefect  nne&AtroveFCibty  thtjr  qraitfktl, 

*  Palto'k  crawls,  vd.  &.  p.  p,  atfjp.  99  Arfi|i. 

f  r<t  at.  p.  j^. 

I  At  ftnte  af  die  fatter  feigns  thrqutftint  hat  been  agitated 
atdftt  coart  of  St.  PeteHtafg,  whetfier  lailds  ihould  be  allotted 
to  the  ruffian  nobility  among  people  averting  the  fame  right  of 
property.  Sagacious  minifters  have  always  been  agaiaft  it : 
partly  becaufe  the  nobility,  foo*  iacreafing  their  numbers, 
might  attempt  to  put  reftraints  on<  the  liberty  of.  the  inhabi- 
tants;.  partly  becaufe  fiich  proceedings  might  excite  great  dis- 
contents, (ad  murmurs,  and  other  ill  confequences,  efpecialiy 
as  fuch  nations  are  extremely  jealous  of  their  rights,  real  or 
imaginary,  as  experience  has  often  fnewn. 

and 


and  the  queftion  cannot  be  anfow! red  It  feemtf 
mofr  natural  that  the  next  relation,  without  re- 
gard to  &x,  ihottld  undertake  that  matter  as  hi 
ctoae  kk  other  monarchies:*;  but,  to  pafe  over 
many  other  difficulties  that  might  hence  arife,  of 
for  want  of  legal  authority,  it  is  even  pofflble  tfcat 
there  may  be  no  fuch  relatkm  of  age  f.  Then  it 
feems  to  fall  either  to  the  council,  or  to  the  dire&-» 
ing  fenate,  or  to  the  high  imperial  colleges  collec- 
tively J ;  but  to  all  thefe  a  legal  authority  is  want- 
ing §.  Befides,  the  council  is  only  the  privy- 
council  of  the  fovcreign ;  the  fenate  has  a  co-or- 
dinate college,  namely,  the  fynod;  the  reft  of 
the  imperial  colleges  are  ftfbordmate  to  the  fenate, 
and  cannot  exercife  an  equal  authority  with  kr 
Were  there  any  eftates  of  the  country  having 
voices,  or  inverted  with  authority,  they  would 
fhew  their  influence  herein :  but  the  ruffian  form 
of  government  knows  nothing  of  fuch.  —Perhaps 
it  might  have  been  the  intention  of  Catharine  U. 

+  An  inflate?  of  tkii  was  fen, in  Fmnoe  daring  the  minority 
of  Louis  XV. 

f  Or  if  even  there-  we«e  federal  fach  relations  making  equal 
claim,  who  would  decide  between  them  ? 

t  Particular  families,  however  great  their  con&derafion, 
ctuld  not  pretend  to  any  right*  a*  in  Raflia  there  is  only  one 
noWity,  o£  which  every  family  may  rife  by  merit  and  good 
fortune :  properly  none  have  a  precedence  before  others. 

§  It  was  for  this  reaibn  that  the  emprefi  Anna  left  a  tefta- 

mentary  direction  who  fhould  conduct  the  government  and  have 

the  care  of  educating  the  infant  fsccefibr. 

that 
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that  the  new  code  of  laws  fliould  have  provided 
for  meeting  fuch  difficulties,  by  determining  what 
perfons  in  the  faid  cafes  lhould  be  the  fubftitutes 
or  reprefentative* ;  of  the  nation  *  With  Regard 
to  the  power  of  doing  this,  it  is  generally  allowed 
that  the  legiflative  authority  is  competent  to  it ; 
if  follows  then  of  confequence,  that  the  monarch 
who  exercifes  the  legiflative  authority  in  fcis  do- 
minion, can  give  fundamental  Mws. 


SECTION    IV. 

* 

The  JFomi  %f  Government. 

•,  .  -.  > 

What  is  properly  the  form  of  government  in 

Ruflia/  and  what  the  fitteft  for  the  empire,  may 
be  beft  afcertained  by  the  perfpn  who  holds  the 
fovcreignty.  On  this  fubjeft  the  qpiprefe  Catha- 
rine II.  gives  us  the  following  information  \. 

"  The  fovcreign  (of  the  ruffian  empire)  is  ab- 
"  folute :  for  no  other  than  an  authority  con* 
"  ccntrated  in  his  perfon  alone  can  adequately 
"  operate  through  the  extent  of  fo  large  an  em- 
"  pire. 

•  If,  indeed,  as  Mr.  Schloetzer  obferves,  there  can  be  faid 
to  be  a  nation  where  the  government  is  abfolute.  Hiftor, 
untcrfuchung. 

+  Inftru&ion  to  the  commiffion  for  framing  a  code  of  laws* 
chap.  ii.  fe£t.  9 — 16. 

"An 
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u  An  extenfive  empife  prefiippofes  an  unlimited 
power  in  the  perfon  who  governs  it  The  ce- 
lerity of  decifion  in  matters  that  Ae  brought 
'*  from  diftant  places  mud  compenfate  the  tardi- 
"  nefi  that  arifes  from  that  remo tends. 
•  "  Any  other  form  of  government  would  hot; 
."  only  be  prejudicial  to  Ruflia,  but  even  at  length 
"  be  the  caufe  of  its  total  ruin. 
"  Another  reaibn  is,  becaufe  it  is  better  to  obey 
the  laws  under  one  ruler,  than  to  conform  to 
the  will  of  many. 

"  But  what  is  the  aim  of  an  abfolute  govern-, 
ment?  Not  to  deprive  mankind  of  their  natural 
liberty,  but  to  dire6i  their  a&ions  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  highell  profperity. 
"  Confequently,  a  form  of  government  which 
"  is  more  than  others  conftituted  to  that  end,, 
"  and  at  the  fame  time  contracts  the  natural 
"  liberty  lefs  than  others,  is  that  which  beft 
"  coincides  with  the  airtis  attributed  to  rational 
"  creatures,  and  is  moil  adapted  to  the  object 
'  *  they  have  ever  had  in  view  in  the  inftitution  of 
"  civil  focieties. 

"  The  objeft  and  end  of  unlimited  govern- 
"  ments  is  the  glory  of  the  citizen,  of  the  ftate, 
"  and  of  the  fovcreign. 
"  Among  a  people  who  liv£  under  a  mo- 
narchical government,  from  this  glory  flows 
the  fpiritof  liberty,  which  in  fuch  ftates  burfts 
forth  in  fuch  great  actions  as  are  able,  in  the 

"  very 
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of  precedence,  princes  and  princeffes;  which 
latter  title  was  borne  by  Anna  and  Elizabeth  be^ 
fore  their  acceffion  to  the  throne.  It  is  now  almoft 
obfolete,  as  grand  duke,  grand  duchefe,  fupply 
its  place :  and  this  not  only  with  the  proper  and 
heareft  fuccdTor,  but  alfo  with  his  family,  all  his 
children  bearing  the  ftyle  of  grand  dukes  and 
grand  ducheffes ;  hence  it  may  be  inferred,  that 
if  hi  haVc  brothers  and  fillets  the  fame  would  be 
given  to  them.  Ptobably  it  may  be  a  relic  of 
days  of  yore  *.  —  On  the  birth  of  prince  Ivan, 
who  was  afterwards  declared  fhcceflbr  to  the 
throne,  the  then  grand-chancellor  count  Oftcr- 
mann  propofed  that  he  fhould  be  ftyled  Grand 
Duke.  The  regent  Anna  likewife  appears  in 
feveral  records  under  the  title  of  grand  duchefe  ; 
as  well  as  the  princefs  Elizabeth  previous  to  her 
mounting  the  throne.  The  latter,  it  is  well  known, 
when  emprefs,  declared  her  nephew  to  be  herfac* 

*  Therefore,  a  grand  duke  is  called,  as  formerly,  in  fills* 
tmlikye  Jtruei,  (literally  the  great  prince,)  and  a  grand,  duchefs* 
nulikaya  htstgbinya,  the  great  princefs.  —  French  being  much 
ipoken  at  court,  the  grand  duke  was,  by  her  majefty's  com-* 
inand,  the  only  perfon  in  the  empire  called  in  that  language 
Monfeigneur.  —  The  terms  crown-prince,  hereditary-prince, 
heir-apparent,  &c.  are  not  ufual  here.  Neither  has  any  term 
been  introduced-  in  Ruflia  to  denote  peculiarly  the  next  in  fuc* 
ceffion.  Rodde,  indeed,  in  his  rufs  dictionary  has  the  word 
najledniky  but  fo  every  heir  or  fucceffor  is  called  ;  therefore  the 
next  htir  mould  be  properly  fly  led  nqfiednik  pre/tola  or  frtjmnik 
prtfiohy'  as* the  throne  is  frejloh    ' 

. »  ceffor, 
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ceflbr,  under  the  title  of  grand  duke.  —  The  ex- 
prefiion  prince  or  princefs  is  not  however  on  that 
account  entirely  exploded :  for  though  in  the  im- 
perial ukafes,  relating  to  the  births  of  the  grand 
ducal  children,  they  are  uniformly  called  grand 
dukes  and  grand  ducheffes,  it  is  faid  in  the  ukafe 
of  May  21,  1788,  exprefsly,  that  her  imperial 
highnefs  the  grand  duchefs  was  fafeiy  delivered  of  a 
grand  ducal  princefs,  whereupon  it  is  commanded, 
"  that  on  all  occafions  where  it  is  neceffary  to 
"  mention  the  new-born  grand  ducal  princefe, 
"  fhe  lhall  be  written  and  denominated  her  im- 
"  perial  highnefs;"  So  likewife  the  ertiprels  fays, 
in  her  ukafe  of  Dec.  20,  1777,  in  relation  to  the 
birth  of  the  eldeft  of  .the  fons  of  Paul  Petrovitch, 
that,  God  having  blefled  "  their  imperial  high- 
nefles  with  a  firft-born  fon,    and  us  with  a 

grand-fon    Alexander    Pavlovitch  — we 

"  ordain,  that  in  all  cafes  and  on  all  occafions, 
"  in  our  empire,  that  relate  to  him,  the  title  of 
rt  his  imperial  highnefs  the  grand  duke  Alexander 
* '  Pavlovitch  fhall  be  given  to  him. "  When  the 
fecond  young  grand  duke  Conftantine  Pavlovitch 
was  born,  it  was  ordered  in  like  manner ;  and  ia 
the  ukafe  bearing  date  Aug.  6,  1 783,  the  emprefs 
lays:  "  Her  imperial  highnefs  the  grand  duchefc 
was  fafely  delivered  on  the  29th  of  July,  and 
has  borne  us  a  grand  daughter,  the  grand 
duchefs  Alexandra  Pavlovna;"  whereupon  the 
vol.  ii.  a  edi& 
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edi6l  proceeds,   "  that  this  new-born  grand  du- 

*'  chefe  in  all  affairs  where  it  is  requifite,  ihall  be 

"  written  and  called  her  imperial  highnefs." 

;  From  thefe  feveral.ukafes  it  appears,  that  the 

fcext  fucceffor,  his  confort  and  all  their  children, 

are  ftyled  grahd  dukes  and  grand  ducheffes ;  and 

ihat  they  all  bear  the  title  of  imperial  highnefs  * ; 

that  it  is  conferred  upon  them  always  by  a  fighed 

decree  of  the  monarch  f,    and  that,   refpe&ing 

the  grand-daughters,    the  terms  grand  duchefs 

and  grand  ducal  princefs  ate  fometimes  fynoni- 

mous. 

•  The  rights  of  a  grand  duke,  ad  heir  apparent, 
have  never  been  accurately  defined  bjp  any  writer. 
Perhaps  it  would  be  no  eaiy  matter  to  afcertatin 
them!};.  As  in  other  countries,  he.  is,  as  it  were^ 
the  firft  fiibjeft,  and  i\  not  only,  as  every  where, 
Mnder  the-paternal  authority,  but  Jikewife  in  ge- 

4 
I 

*  Highnefs  is  in  rufs  vuifitfebejhn,  derived  from  <vmjbk$t 
J)igh.  Hence  it  is  faid,  Yrvo  im^ratorjhtyt  *mifotfcbeft<v$9  his 
or  her  imperial  highnefs. 

f  Whether  without  fuch  an  edidt  the  title  would  ftill  take 
place,  I  Ihali  not  prefume  to  inquire.  In  all  kingdoms  the 
children  of  crowned  heads  are  ftyled  highnefs.  In  regard  to 
grand-children  it  is  fometimes  otherwiie. 

'  %  An  englifh  writer  exprefies  his  furprife  that  the  rights,  5cc. 
of  a  grand  duke  are  not  exprefsly  afcertained.  But  it  may  be 
afked,  are  the  rights  of  the  next  heir  exa&ly  defined  in  all 
other  countries  t  How  did  this  appear  to  be  the  cafe  in  Eng- 
land in  the  year  1788,  in  the  affair  of  the  regency  f 

neral 


IMPERIAL  FAMILY,    SUCCESSION,  &C.       227 

neral  under  the  authority  of  the  fovereign,  which 
is  of  great  extent,  as  is  manifeft  from  the  hiftory 
of  Peter  I.  and  his  eldeft  fon.  —  Neither  has  he, 
any  more  than  in  other  Hates,  properly  any  func- 
tions arifing  from  his  high  birth  and  appointment': 
they  depend  on  the  good  pleafure  of  the  fovereign. 
In  the  late  reign  the  grand  duke,  by  the  will  of 
the  emprefs  his  mother,  was  high-admiral  and 
chief  of  a  regiment  of  ciriraffiers.  The  emprefs 
Elizabeth,  conferred  on  the  then  grand  duke  like- 
wife  a  regiment  of  ciriraffiers  and  the  fuperintend- 
ance  of  the  cadet-corps. 

The  princes  and  princeffes  of  the  reigning 
family  have  no  fettled  apanage  or  eftablifhment : 
their  houfehold,  when  they  have  Qne  apart,  de- 
pends entirely  on  the  pleafure  of  the  fovereign.  — 
The  annual  allowance  to  the  grand  duke  is  ufually, 
if  I  miftake  not,  220,000  rubles,  and  fometimet 
more,  to  which  alfo  many  great  prefents  are 
added.  Eftates  in  land  in  lieu  of  revenue  have 
never  been  (at  leaft  in  modern  times)  fettled  on 
them ;  but  country-feats  frequently.  —  The  grand 
duke  Paul  Petrovitch,  by  his  paternal  defcent 
from  the  houfe  of  Schlefvig-Holftein,  was  grand- 
mailer  of  the  order  of  St.  Anne. 


q  2  SEC- 
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SECTION    VI. 


En/igns  armorial,  imperial  Court,  and  Orders  of 

chivalry. 

These  fubjefts  may  properly  be  treated  of  toge- 
ther, as  they  need  no  very  circumftantial  dif- 
quifition,  and  are  in  fome  degree  related  to  each 
other. 

The  arms  in  the  middle  ages  were  borrowed 
from  Mofco,  at  that  time  the  imperial  refidence, 
confifting  of  St.  '  George  on  horfeback  killing  a 
dragon  with  a  fpear.  Tzar  Ivan  Vaflillievitch 
made  choice  of  a  black  fpread  eagle*,  with  a 
crown  on  each  head,  a  larger  crown  between 
them,  in  a  golden  field,  and  holding  in  one  claw 
a  fceptre,  and  in  the  other  an  imperial  mound, 
with  the  laid-  arms  of  Mofco  on  the  breaft.  Some- 
times it  is  furrounded  with  a  collar  compofed  of 
the  arms  of  fome  of  the  countries  belonging  to  the 
ruffian  empire ;  as  Aftrakhan,  Kazan,  Siberia,  &c. 

*  Why  he  chofe  an  eagle  is  uncertain;  perhaps  becaufe 
the  neighbouring  Poles  and  the  german  emperor  bore  one. 
—  As  to  the  George  and  dragon,  it  would  not  be  the  word 
conje&ure  that  ever  was  made,  that  it  arofe  merely  from  the 
order  of  the  Garter  which  was  fenc  to  Ivan  Vaflillievitch  by 
queen  Elizabeth. 

This 
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This  is  accordingly  the  imperial  feal.  When 
the  emprefe  made  ufe  of  it  for  letters  it  had  an 
imperial  mantle,  and  over  it  an  imperial  #  crown ; 
fhe  fealed  her  letters  fometimes  with  a  hand-feal, 
the  impreffion  of  which  was  a  bunch  of  flowers, 
with  a  bee-hive,  and  in  the  middle  at  top  a  bee 
with  the^uperfcription  polesnoye,  i.  e.  ufeful. 

The  imperial  colleges  and  forae  of  the  higher 
courts  of  juftice  have  always  borne  thefe  arms  in 
their  fignets,  commonly  with  the  exprels  notifica- 
tion, that  it  is  her  imperial  majefty's  feal.  Only 
in  the  conquered  provinces  feveral  of  the  courts 
of  judicature  retained  the  ufe  of  their  antient  feal. 
Since  the  introduftion  of  the  governments  this 
cuftom  has  almoft  entirely  ceafed:  every  court 
employing  the  imperial  feal,  declaring  by  letters 
round  it  to  what  court  it  belongs.  Perhaps  fome 
of  the  fpiritual  courts  or  confiftories,  and  others, 
as  well  as  fuch  as  have  no  appropriate  chancery  or 
public  feal,  are  an  exception  to  this. 

The  court  is  compofed  of  the  great  officers  of 
ftate,  of  fenators,  a&ual  privy-counfellors,  princes, 
counts,  barons,  &c.  whofe  names  may  be  fecn  in  the 
ruffian  court-kalendar,  one  cup-bearer,  one  mafter 
of  the  horfe,  one  high  chamberlain,  one  mafter  of 
the  hunt,  one  court-marfhal,  one  court-mailer,  one 

.  *  To  ukafcs,  patents,  &c.  there  never  was  that  addition. 
The  emprefs  Anna  nfcd  only  the  arms  with  her  name 
round  it* 

q  3  mafter, 
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mailer  of  the  (tables,  twenty-three  aftual  cham- 
berlains, nineteen  gentlemen  of  the  bed-chamber, 
eight  adjutant-generals,  (of  whom  two  are  gene- 
ral field-marfhals,  five  generals  in  chief,  and  one 
lieutenant-general),  fifteen  enfign  adjutants,  oqe 
miftrefe  of  the  court,  eight  ftate-ladies,  one  lady 
of  the  bed-chamber,  fix  maids  of  honour.  — Many 
court-holidays,  as  veil  as  church-holidays,  are 
kept  not  only  in  the  refidence,  but  in  other  town  a; 
fuch  as  the  birth  and  name  days  of  the  imperial 
family,  the  anniverfary  of  the  recovery  of  her 
majefty  from  the  finall-pox,  the  feints  of  the  feve- 
ral  orders,  &c.  The  regiments  of  the  guards  have 
each  their  anniverfary,  on  which  occafion  the 
officers  dine  at  the  imperial  table  •.  —  The  court- 
etiquette  much  refembles  that  in  other  countries 
of  Europe ;  not  fo  ftiflf  and  formal  as  at  the 
fpanifh  court,  or  as  formerly  at  that  of  Vienna, 
nothing  is  required  but  a  polite  unconilrained  be- 
haviour. —  In  the  amufements  at  court,  balls, 
mafquerades,  &c.  all  who  are  decently  dreffed, 
even  every"  burgher  may  take  part,  no  queftion 
being  ever  put  on  entering  concerning  rank  or 

*  At  fome  courts  to  dine  with  the  fovereign  implies  to  dine 
at  the  court-marihal's  table  in  the  palace ;  bat  here  the  officers 
&t  at  the  fame  table  with  her  majefty.  Sometimes  her 
feat  was  raifed  rather  higher  than  the  reft,  or  was  fomewhat 
feparated  by  the  figure  of  the  table;  for  inftance,  when  it  was 
in  the  flupe  of  a  fpread  eagle  the  emprefa  fat  at  the  crown  be- 
tween the  two  heads. 

birth. 
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birth.  —  On  court>days  *  alfo  accds  is  open  ta 
every  fubjeft,  and  the  ftyle  of  addrefe  is  without 
fiarchneis  on  one  hand  or  humiliating  exprefi^on* 
on  the  other,  but  is  Anted  to  the  quality  of  every 
individual 

Six  orders  of  knighthood  form  a  part  of  the 
fplendor  of  the  court,  having  each  their  infignia,; 
with  their  chapters  and  officers.  The  firft  three 
were  conftitutcd  by  Peter  I.  the  two  next  by  thtf 
late  emprefs  Catharine  II.  and  the  fixth  proceeds 
from  Schlefvig-Holftein.  Of  the  five  former  the 
monarch  is  always  grand-inafter ;  but  of  the  fixth, 
the  grand  duke  f,  which  he  difpenfes  in  virtue  off 
a  treaty  as  duke  of  Schlefvig-Holftein.  To  the 
fourth  and  fifth,  penfioiis  are  annexed,  though 
not  indifcriminately  to  every  knight,  but  only  to 
a  feleft  number  of  the  eldeft,  agreeably  to  the 

* 

*  Sunday  was  Urn  grand  court-day,  when  the  late  emprefs 
went  through  the  hall  of  audience  to  the  chapel.  Divine  far- 
vice  being  ended,  on  her  coming  back  into  the  hall,  the  foreign 
minifters  firft  luffed  her  hand ;  and  foreigners  were  prefented. 
Then  Jhe  advanced  fomewhat  farther,  where  thofe  of  her  fub- 
jefts  flood  waiting  to  be  prefented.  Next  came  in  fuccefioa 
all  the  generals  and  others  who  had  bufinefs.  This  done,  her 
majefty  turned  off  to  the  chamber  of  the  throne,  where  the 
chevalier-guards  came  to  kifs  her  hand.  —  Sometimes  on  thefe 
days  theconcourfe  of  peribns  about  the  late  emprefs  amounted 
to  an  incredible  number*  Every  lady,  who  came  to  kifs  her 
hand,  even  of  the  mercantile  dafs,  &c.  (he  always  kiffed  on 
the  cheek  in  return. 

■     ♦ 

t  That  is,  during  the  late  reign* 

q  4  ftatutea 
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ilatutes  of  the  order.  — Thefe  orders  #  generally  take 
precedence  according  to  the  feniority  of  their  in- 
ftitution :  1.  The  order  of  St  Andrew,  the  chief 
of  them  all,  commonly  called  the  blue  ribband. 
It  was  founded  in  the  year  1689,  and  was  after- 
wards provided  with  ftatutes  and  habit  by  the  em- 
prefe  Anna.  2.  The  order  of  St.  Catharine;  it 
was  inftituted  in  1714,  in  honour  of  the  emprefi 
Catharine  I.  and  is  confined  to  ladies,  who  wear 
a  deep  red  ribband.  It  is  given  only  to  few  per* 
fons ;  at  prefent,  befides  the  imperial  family,  it  is 
worn  by  no  more  than  feventeen,  among  whom  are 
One  queen  and  two  ele&oral  princeffes.  S.  The 
order  of  St  Alexander  Nefsky  was  founded  in 
1725,  and  is  ufually  called  the  red  ribband. 
4.  The  order  of  St  George  was  inftituted  for  mili- 
tary  merit  in  the  land  ^r  fea  fervice,  in  the  year 
1769,  and  contains  four  claffes;  the  fenior  knight 
m  his  clafs  receives  an  annual  penfion,  in  the  fifft 
clafs  of  feven  hundred  and  in  the  fourth  of  one 
hundred  rubles ;  the  fourth  clafs  wears  it  at  the 
button-hole,  the  higher  claffes  about  the  neck  and 
acrofs  the  fhoulders,  to  a  ribband  ftriped  with 
black  and  yellow :  the  firft  claffes  are  diftributed 
to  but  few,  and  therefore  the  fourth  is  difpenfed 
more  liberally :  in  1 788  of  the  firft  clafs  were  only 
four,  and  of  the  fecond  nine  knights.     5.  The 

*  The  account  of  thefe  orders  may  be  here  the  more  curfory, 
as  farther  particulars  of  them  are  feen  in  the  life  of  Catharine  II, 
vol.  ii.  p.  413 — 417. 

Order 
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order  of  the  apoftle-like  prince  Vladimir  was 
founded  in  the  year  1783,  for  men  of  defert  ia 
the  civil  or  military  ftations,  and  has  likewife  four 
clafles,  of  which  the  fenior  knight  receives  a  pen- 
fion,  in  the  firft  clafs  fix  hundred,  and  in  the 
fourth  one  hundred  rubles :  whoever  has  ferved 
faithfully  for  thirty-five  years  may  apply  for  this 
order ;  it  is  worn  to  a  ribband,  red  in  the  middle 
and  on  each  fide  a  black  ftripe:  the  Heights  of 
the  two  firft  clafles,  as  in  the  other  high  orders, 
wear  a  ftar  on  the  bread  6.  The  order  of  St 
Anne,  of  Holftein,  is  worn  with  a  coquelicoq  rib- 
band, having  white  edges  acrofs  the  fhoulders* 
and  a  ftar  at  the  breaft.  —  It  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  ruffian  orders  are  never  given  to  the 
clergy,  though  to  fuch  prelates  as  were  much 
efteemed  by  the  late  emprefs  fiie  gave  fometimes 
a  crofs  and  fometimes  her  portrait,  fet  with  dia- 
monds, to  wear  about  the  neck. 

The  annual  expences  of  the  palace  were  about 
one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  rubles.  About 
two  hundred  tables  were  fpread  there  twice  a  day; 
and  the  diihes  for  them  reckoned  to  amount  to 
two  thoufand  three  hundred.  Every  third  day 
the  court-purveyor  received  the  money  for  making 
this  provifion  *•     A  pood  of  coffee  was  ufed  there 

every 

•  The  wafte  at  court  was  carried  to  an  inexpreffible  height. 
The  houfes  or  apartments  which  the  emprefs  canfed  to  be  fitted 
op  for  the  perfons  to  whom  Jhe  gave  quarters,  contained  fre- 
quently 
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everyday;  and  eight  thoufand  poods  of  fait  per 
month. 


quently  in  furniture  more  than  three  times  their  value.  — 
Twelve  hundred  candles  were  every  day  delivered  out  to  the 
guard,  who  never  con  fumed  one  hundred.  —  The  dinner  for 
the  officer  on  guard  coft  feventy  rubles ;  that  it  was  worth  no- 
thing was  not  the  fault  of  the  emprefs.  Every  officer  about  the, 
palace  afked  for  what  he  would  in  glaffes,  decanters,  and  things 
of  that  nature:  nothing  ever  came  back;  and  this  happened 
every  day.  — The  quantity  of  china-ware  that  was  broke  is  in- 
credible. Whoever  broke  any  was  obliged  to  fhew  the  frag- 
ments, but  the  fragments  of  four  or  five  pieces  would  very  well 
ferve  for  a  dozen,  as  he  was  never  required  to  fit  them  to* 
gether.— -They  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  clean  the  filver  made 
rapid  fortunes.  They  had  a  certain  fubftance,  which  by  rub- 
bing brought  off  much  of  the  metal ;  the  diminution  was  ap- 
parent to  every  attentive  obferver.  —  For  the  four  months 
which  the  emprefs  patted  at  Tzarikoe-Selo,  twenty-five  engli(h> 
miles  from  town,  the  Neva-water  for  her  own  table  (as  (he 
would  take  no  other)  coft  her  ten  thoufand  rubles  annually. 


VIEW 
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FORCES    OF   THE    RUSSIAN    EMPIRE. 


SECTION    I. 


Land  Forces. 


TO  preferve  the  internal  fecurity  or  quiet  of  fo 
vaft  an  empire,  particularly  to  prevent  difturb- 
ances  that  might  arife  in  the  provinces  and  among 
the  different  tribes  from  mifunderftandings,  or  the 
artifices  of  ill-defigning  perfons,  demands  a  con- 
siderable body  of  troops ;  but  a  ftill  greater  force 
is  neceffary  to  cover  the  frontiers  againft  foreign 
enemies,  and  to  be  prepared  for  war  from  what- 
ever quarter  it  may  arife.  Though  the  ruffian 
army  be  numerous,  yet  in  the  opinion  of  fbme  it 

mighty 
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might,  conformably  with  the  relations  of  the  em- 
pire, be  ftill  larger.  But  experience  has  iliewn 
that  it  is  fufficient;  and  in  cafes  of  emergency 
the  monarch  can  immediately  raife  a  body  6f 
troops,  which,  if  he  do  not  choofe  to  lead  them 
into  the  field,  will  ferve  well  enough  to  maintain 
the  public  tranquillity,  to  garrifon  the  forts  on 
the  borders,  to  repel  the  incurfions  of  an  enemy, 
to  put  a  flop  to  his  ravages,  and  to  deftroy  his 
magazines.  I  {peak  of  the  irregular  troops  which 
the  monarch  can  call  out  at  pleafure  from  thofe 
nations  who  are  obliged  to  perform  military  fer- 
vice  in  lieu  of  the  public  or  ufual  tribute. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  army  confifts  partly 
of  regular  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  partly  of  ir- 
regular troops.  If  we  imagine  that  the  latter  are 
merely  a  wretched  undifciplined  rabble,  we  fliaU  be 
in  a  miftake ;  for  though  the  Kalmuks,  Bafchkirs, 
&c.  who  form  a  part  of  them,  are  neither  very 
ferviceable,  nor  at  all  like  thp  common  foldiers  of 
Europe,  yet  they  conftitute  but  a  fmall  proportion 
of  their  number,  and  are  feldom  employed  againft 
regular  troops.  But  the  Kozaks  have  acquired 
great  military  reputation;  they  fully  anfwer  all 
the  purpofes  of  regular  huflars*,  are  alfo  in 
modern  times  very  well  difciplined,  fo  that  they 
could  fcarcely  be  reckoned  irregulars  if  they  did 

*  All  their  regular  troops   are   of  horfe,   and  ferve  as 
cavalry. 

2  not 


^* 
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not  retain  their  old  kozak  form  of  government, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  war  always  return  home  to 
their  plough.  The  Kozaks  of  Tfchuguyef  have 
long  ferved  as  well  as  the  beft  huffars ;  and  lately 
thofe  of  the  Don,  the  moft  numerous,  are  fully 
equal  to  them  *.  At  prefent,  as  may  be  feen  by 
late  ukafes,  the  moft  ferviceable  Kozaks  are 
divided  into  thofe  of  Ekatarinoflaf  and  thofe  of 
the  Euxine;  at  lead  they  come  moft  into  con- 
federation.  Prince  Potemkin  was  hetman  or  com- 
mander in  chief  of  both  f . 

Perhaps  the  regular  troops  would  be  augmented 
were  it  not  for  the  fake  of  (paring  the  people,  and 
of  not  burdening  them  with  railing  recruits. 
Accordingly  it  is  ufual  in  war  time  to  enlift  free 
people  at  no  fmall  expence,  though  the  empire  is 
obliged  to  furnifh  recruits  gratis  %.  Hence  it  not 
unfrequently  happens,  that  to  avoid  frequent  le- 

x  vies 

•  Mr.  Coxe  feems  not  to  have  thoroughly  coniidered  the 
importance  of  the  kozak-fervice. 

f  Among  the  Kozaks  of  Ekatarinoflaf  thofe  of  the  Don  are 
comprehended.  Thofe  of  the  Euxine  are.  originally,  likewife, 
Don-kozaks,  but  were  trmnfplanted  into  other  regions  border- 
ing on  that  fea.  — Thofe  Kozaks,  who  at  prefent  do  not  per- 
form kozak-fervice,  e.  gr.  the  malo-ruffian  and  flobode-kozaks, 
as  well  as  thofe  very  remote,  fuch  as  the  fiberian,  or  the 
Tungufes,  who  are  bound  to  kozak-fervice,  fall  not  under  this 
head. 

t  At  flight  recruitings,  which,  even  in  time  of  peace,  are 
always  ordered  at  ftated  periods,  every  five  hundred  fouls 

(meaning 
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vies  the  regiments  are  not  complete  *  —  Befides, 
it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  fome  diftrids,  in  virtue 
of  their  privileges  and  immunities,  furniih  no 
recruits  at  all,  as,  the  provinces  of  the  |  Baltic; 
and  fuch  nations  as,  by  their  particular  confuta- 
tion, perform  military  fcrvice,  as  the  Don-ko2aks. 
In  like  manner -Tome  of  the  krafnoyarfkian-kozaks 
gain  an  exemption  for  themfelves  and  their  pofte- 
rity  forever,  by  undertaking  to  guard  the  fron- 
tiers J. •— « No  German  throughout  tlie  $  empire, 


(meaning  males)  muft  fornifti  one  man.  If  we  deduct  children, 
the  aged  and  infirm,  deferters,  &c.  the  recruit  falls  upon  fome- 
where  about  two  hundred  and  fixty  able-bodied  men.  If  thefe 
procure  the  recruit's  confent  to  ferre  by  money,  to  which  the 
poor  contribute  nothing,  it  falls  pretty  heavy  on  the  reft. 
Sometimes  each  recruit  cofts  the  community  two  hundred  or 
three  hundred  rubles,  and  even  more. 

*  In  times  of  peace  there  is  a  deficiency,  perhaps,  -of  one 
half  of  the  complement.  —  There  was  once  a  report,  as  if  it 
were  intended,  by  way  of  f pa  ring  the  recruits,  to  raife  the  pay 
of  the  officers  by  the  addition  of  one  tertial,  and  in  confidera- 
tion  of  that,  to  allow  them  for  the  future  no  dentfehiki  (fer- 
vant9  taken  out  of  the  recruits).  By  this  means  the  empire 
would  be  a  great  gainer  in  people ;  as,  from  the  dentfehiki,  is 
the  land  and  fea-fervice,  it  might  raife,  perhaps,  a  body  of 
thirty  thou&nd  frefli  foldiers ;  but  then  many  an  officer,  who 
has  no  boors  of  his  own,  would  fcarcely  get  a  {errant  for 
wages. 

+  Only  Ingria  rnuft  now  furnifh  recruits. 

X  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  ill.  p.  363. 

5  Whether  medical  man,  merchant,  artift,  tradefman,  co- 
lontft,  &c. 

1  nor 
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nor  any  nobleman  who  has  no  eftates,  nor  any 
man  in  office,,  furniflies  recruits;  but. this  is  not 
the  cafe  with  the  ruffiah  merchants,  who,  how- 
ever, pay  money  in  lieu  of  it,  for  each  recruit  five 
hundred  rubies;  but.  all  boors  mull  ferve  in 
perfon. 

Since  the  late  eraprefs  aboliihed  the  former  very 
infignificaot  irregular  fervice  of  the  malo-ruflian 
and  flobode  Kozaks,  and  inftead  thereof  raifcd 
from  them  regimfents  of  complete  regular  cavalry, 
belonging  moftly  to  the  light  horfe,  the  army  has 
received  a  confideraUe  augmentation,  to  the  benefit 
of  the  empire. 

The  notion  that  Ruffia,  from  the  great  h umber 
of  it*  irregular  troops,  has  no  need  to  keep  up  a  • 
ftrong  regular  army,  with  the  confequence  drawn 
from  it,  that  in  time  of  peace,  for  the  fake  of  pro- 
moting population,  the  levies  might  be  difconti- 
nued,  betrays  a  want  of  due  confederation  of  the 
fubjeft.  For,  though  in  the  heart  of  Ruffia  no 
Ipprehenfion  need  be  entertained  of  an  attack 
from  a  foreign  enemy ;  and  the  empire  on  feverai 
fides  is  futficiently  prote&ed  by  nature  in  its  im- 
menfe  fteppes,  its  impenetrable  fbrefts,  and  im- 
paflable  rivers,  without  frontier-lines  and  garrifons, 
or  fuch  attempts  might  be  eafily  fruftrated  by  a 
finall  body  of  irregular  forces  # ;  yet  it  fliould  not 

* 

*  In  cafes  of  neceffity,  the  country-carriers,  &e.  have  been 
armed  as  Kozaks,  and  employed  In  gar n Toning  the  frontiers, 
and  other  fervice. 

be 
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be  forgotten,  that  fince  the  military  eftablifhment 
was  brought  into  ufe  by  Lewis  XIV.  great  ftand- 
ing-armies  muft  every  where  be  kept  on  foot  in 
Europe;  that  wife  princes  ihould,  even  when  in 
the  qutet  enjoyment  of  peace,  be  ever  prepared 
for  emergencies;  that,  as  the  wars  which  have 
broke  out  in  the  prefent  century  have  fliewn,  the 
ruffian  army  is  by  no  means  too  numerous ;  that 
irregular  troops,  if  not  fupported  by  regulars,  are 
not  at  all  times  fufficient ;  that  there  is  a  neceffity 
not  only  for  frontier-forts,  but  at  all  events  for 
ftrongplacesdeeperwithin  thecountry,  to  which  the 
army  may  retreat  in  cafes  of  difafter,  or  from  which 
it  may  be  commodioufly  fupplied  with  provifibn 
and  ammunition  * ;  that  ftationary  regiments  are 
beneficial  to  many  of  the  ruffian  provinces,  by  pro- 
moting the  fale  of  the  produ&s,  and  bringing' 
money  into  circulation  f,  to  all  which  much  more 
might  be  added.       A 

*  This  deferves  the  consideration  of  thofe  who  deem  all 
fortifications  ufelefs ;  and  that  (ecority  entirely  depends  on  a 
well-difciplined  and  numerous  army.  Frontier-forts  not  only 
fecure  the  provinces,  bat  alfo  keep  off  the  enemy :  to  negle& 
having  ftrong  places  farther  in  the  country,  or  to  let  them  go 
to  ruin,  is  like  giving  up  the  magazines  and  arfenals  as  a  prey 
to  every  invader. 

f  Little  Raffia,  abounding  in  numerous  produces,  wears  a 
fiouriflung  appearance  when  feveral  regiments  are  quartered 
there ;  which  otherwife  finds  it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  a 
vent  for  its  commodities.  When  no  troops  are  there  the  want 
of  money  is  often  very  femibly  felt. 
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As  even  iu  publicfttipxis  of  ,no  4tft^nt  date,  &n$ 
ip  whieh  .we  ffiight  ^etfouably  e^ped  juft  fitter 
jnents,  we  cpuft^ntly  fee  very  erroneous  ^cco\mtp 
of  the. ruffian  army,  it  feems  a  kind  of  duty  J9  icdfi- 
Jiver  a  feithftiL^RT^  of  it  ;rem:tte^oft 

authentic  docujntats. 

To  begin  then  i^th  .the  (late  of  the  army  pre- 
vious to  the  breaking  out'  of  the  laft  war  againft 
t^e  Turks  apd  Swedes ;  \which  ^e  ih^IIfiud  ;n  the 
jift  fent  by  the  college  of  w^r  to  (the  feveral  regi- 
ments regarding  their  sKfpofitiop  anrj  *  diftrfoutfppt 
It  contains  at  once  the  number  cjf  the  generals 
appointed,  and  the  names  of  all  the  |  regiments ; 
bqth  frould  here  he  noticed,, but  a  ihorf  abilraft 
jrill  ,lje  ^j^ite  fufflcpent  —  By  that' lift  it  agpeaia, 
th?t  in  the  year  1786  the  geqqrafc  of  ^  the  pony 
(were  as  follows;  three  gefler^l  field-iparthajb, 
eleven  generals  in  chief,  tiwatfy-two  lieuten^rt- 
generals,  fifty-four  major-genqftl? :  Jo  ;t|iefe  (are 
added,  one  quarter-m^fter-geniei^l,  when  tlje  poll 
is  occupied;  fifteen  generals  pf.artjljery,  wnp  ge- 
nerals of  engineers,  of  both  &  ^dl  .genial  in 
.chief  as  lieutenant-general  and  majpr-generaL 
Befid^s  fpme  generals  appointed  }n  t|jie  college  tpf 

#  The  authenticity  of  thie  lift  it  not  liable  to  the  flighteft 
doubt,  being  made  out,  act  for  -foreigners,  but  for  the  amy 
.  itfelf,  coming  from  a  high  imperial  cpUcge,  apd  difcrijninatjng 
.whatever  it, fates  by  name. 

t  TbCjnames  of  the  regiments  are  unchangeable,  as  they  are 
taken,  not.  from  fhcir  cominanders,  but  jnoftly  from  province* 
and  towns* 

vol.  ir.  r  war. 
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r  . 

'war,  likewife  at  the  war-commifTariate  and  at 
the  ftores.  — The  brigadiers  are  not  particularly 
fpecified,  as  they  aft  as  colonels  in  their  regt- 

meats. 

The  regiments^  which  compofed  the  army  at 
that  time,  (among  which,  however,  the  guards, 
the  artillerifts,  the  garrifons,  &c.  are  not  reckoned, ) 
were,    :  , 

'   Cavalry  :   five  regiments  of  cuiraffiers,  viz. 

1.  The  life  cutrafliers.  2.  The  grand-duke's.  3. 
The  Geoigian.  *  4.  The  Kdzarr.  5.  The  Ekatd- 
rinoflaf,  afteiVaitis  generally  called  prince  Poteift- 

'  kin's  reginient.  *  '  '  '    \     ":    : 

*  Nineteen  regiments  of  caraBiniers:  1.  The 
Hiazan.  2.  the  Kief.  3.  The  Tfchernigof.  4. 
'  PerleflatL     5.   Tver.     6.  Severfk.     7.  Niflrinft. 

8.  Lubenfk.  9-  Glukhof.  10.  Starodub.  II. 
Sophia,  12.  Roftof.  13.  Narva:  14.  Karga- 
pol.  15.  •Mofco.  16.  Pfcove.  17.  Yamburg. 
18.  Ingermanland.     19.  Riga. 

Ten  regiments  6f  dragoons,  viz.   1.  Smolenflt. 

2.  St.  Peterfburg.  3.  Kinburn.  4.  Aftrakhafi. 
5.  Taganrok.     6.    NHhney-Novgorod.     7.   Vli- 

:tiimir.    8.  Orenburg.    9.  Siberia.     10.  Lrkutfk.  * 
-     Sixteen  -regiments  of  light-horfe,  viz.   1 .  Oftro- 
\  gof.    .  2.  Ukraine.     3.  Charkhof.     4.  Sumflc.     5. 
;  Aktirfk.     6.  Ifumfk.    7.  Voronetch.    8.  Pultava. 

9.  Pavlogrod.  10.  Mariopol.  11.  Alexandro£ 
12.  Kherfon.  13.  Elizabethgorod.  14.  Olvio- 
pol.     15.  Konftantingorod.     16.  Taurida. 

To 
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-  To  which  mud  be  added  feventeen  reghrietits  or 
upwards  of  kozakfc. 

Infantry:  Ten  regkhfenta  of  grenadiers,  via? 

I.  The  life-grenadiers.-  2.  The  Mofcoi  3.  St 
Petersburg.  '  4.  Siberian*  5;  Malo-ruflian.  6. 
Ekatarinoflaf.  7.  Aftrakhan.  &  Taurhlan.  g. 
Kief.  10.  Fanogorik  (of  thefe  lotte  were  newly 
raifed). 

Fifty  nine  regiments  of  nnifijueteers,  viz.  1.  *fh& 
Pfcove.  2.  Riazan.  3.  Veliko-l&ku  4.  'Aftti* 
angel.  5.  Bielozero.  6.  Narva;  '7.  -  Nefiky. 
8.  KekAolm.    9.  Nafcheburg.     10/N6vaghihfk. 

II.  Sophia.  12.  Tfchernigof.  13;  JXnkpffif: 
14.  Vologda.     15.  Uglitz.     .16.  tiigttm&tiland. 

.17.  Smolenfk.  18.  Tula.  19.  Roftof.  20. 
Apfcheron.  21.  Novgorod.  22.  Kherfon  (of 
four  battalions).  23.  Caucafus  (likewife  pf  four 
battalions).  24.  Mofca  25.  Vladimir.  26: 
Kazan.  27.  Ladoga.  28.  Kabardinfk.  29. 
Tiflinlk.  30.  Troitzka.  31.  Viartka.  32.  Se- 
vastopol. 33.  Orlof.  34.  Starofkol.  35.  Ko- 
flof.  36.  Kurfk.  37.  Riga.  38.  Velenflc.  39. 
Murom.  40.  Tambof.  41.  Yaroflavl.  42. 
Schlufielburg.  43.  Siefik.  44.  Alexiopol.  45. 
Brianfk.  46.  Yeletzk.  47.  Polotzk.  48.  Vo- 
ronetch.  49.  Nifhney-Novgorod.  50.  Nifof. 
51.  Azof.  52,  Tbbolfk.  53.  Traghinflc.  54. 
Vyborg.  55.  Perme.  56.  Sufdal.  57*  Reval. 
58*  Schirvan.     59.  Vitepflc*. 

•  The  four laft  werenew raifed. 

*      ^  r  2  Tliirteen 
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:  Thirteen  Yjqger-oarps,  viz.  1.  Roland,  S.  Bdo- 

ruflian.  3.  Livonian.  4.  Bogue.  {5.  Taurida. 
6.  Cattcaft*.  7.  Kuhaa.  8.  The  fotf,  p.  The 
fceoud,  H>.  The  third,  11,  The  fourth,  18.  The 
fifth,  13.  TfeeiUth,  Y*ger4>attalk>ns. 

Ton  fleld-battaliQm,  which  were  frequently 
called  only  battalions,  vie.  1.  The  EkatariBcw* 
b\iTg.  2.  The  Semipalatna  new  raifed  battalion. 
».  Thp  frfc,..  4,  The  fewnd,  £.  The  thifd,  6.  The 
fourth,  f.  Theififth,  ?.  The.fixth,  and  9  and  10 
the  two  Tfi^eqiQ^ofiki#(batt^lipnsL 

Then  teftly,  the  Orenburg  troops  v*d  tfc  Sibe- 
rian troops;  the  number  *fld  divifions  whereof 
are  not  ft**ed  in  the  lift/ 

The  ftrte  and  ftreugth  of  the  army  durjag  the 
feft  TuTkiih  wnr  appears  from  the  following  lift, 
Kkewtfe  drawn;  up  by  the  college  of  war  in  the 
year  1791 1-  According  to  which,  the  «my  *t 
that  time,  in  its  proper  ^eftahlifhrnmit  J,  con* 
tamed ;  m    . 

Infantry  :  Ten  regiments  of  grenadiers^,  each 
of  3983  men;  fifty-eight  i^giments  of  jnufque* 
teers ||, .eighteen  each  of  £044  imen,  38  each  of 

•  That  is,  of  the  Bbclcfa. 

f  Communicated  by  a  member  of  that  college. 

I  That  is,  as  it  **s  defigned  £ot  that  war :  therefore  many 
troops  appear  in  it  which  perform  no  fenrice  in  time  of  peace, 
ft.  gr.  the  B*fchkirs. 

$  In  rufs  they  are  called  grenoder* 

II  The  Ruffians  call  xhera  *yfafc> 
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237$  men :  two  of  four  battalion^  each  of  3075 
men:  nine  battalions  of  y^gera,  each  of  3900 
men;  in  this  number  two  tfeharnomoiikian  are 
comprifed,  of  which  the  ekatarinqiaf  yteger  corps 
is  formed;  two  battalions  each  of  975  men; 
twelve  fidd~battalions  each  of  996  men. 

Cavalry  :  Three  regiments  of  cuiraffiers,  viz. 
the  life-regiment  of  5285  men*  the  grand  duke's 
of  1080  men,  and  prince  Potemkin's  regiment  of 
997  men ;  fixteen  regiments  of  carabineers,  each 
of  1051  men;  ten  regiments  of  dragoons f,  each 
of  1808  men;  the  Pfcove  dragoon  regiment  of 
1889  men,  to  which  belong  five  fqiiadrons  of 
huflars  making  840  men  J :  fourteen  regiments  of 

*  The  whole  of  this  uncommonly  large  regiment  was  formed* 
by  prince  Potemkin  oat  of  three  old  cairaflier-regiments,  to 
which  he  alfo  added  two  regiments  of  light-horfe.  The  whole 
regiment,  which  was  divided  into  three  brigades,  and  thirty-fix 
(or,  as  others  fay,  in  thirty-two)  ftjuadrons,  he  gave  to  the 
command  of  a  general  his  relation.  There  was  a  talk  as  {fit 
were  again  to  be  divided  into  feveral  finall  regiments.  From 
the  incredibly  great  advantages  which  a  colonel  of  horfe  may 
annually  make,  the  chief  of  fuch  a  regiment  .may  be  very  foon 
rich  if  he  pleafe, 

t  All  the  dragoons  wear  a  green  uniform  faced  with  red, 
and  large  red  pantaloons* 

J  It  was  firft  a  carabineer-regiment,  bat  in  1769  they  were 
tnrotid  into  dragoons.  It  tonfifts  of  ten  dragoon  and  five 
fcafar  Squadrons.  The  hollars  were  partly  raifed  in  the  laft 
war.  —  Many  of  the  regiments  both  of  horfe  and  foot  were 
mach  incrcafcd  in  the  number  of  men  by  prince  Potemkin* 

e  3  light- 
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lightrhorfe,  each  of  997  men  * ;  two  regiments  of 
buffers,  each  of  997  menf.  The  Kief  horfe- 
yaegers,  which  were  drafted  from  feveral  cara-i 
bineeivregiments  and  fquadrons,  in  ( all  1 846 
tnen. 

Kozaks  :.  in  the  army  in  aft  27>330  men.  The 
companies  formed  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  go- 
vernments of  Ekatarinoflaf  and  Kharkof,  under4 
the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Bufin,  2578 
men.  Thofe  fent  to  Caucafus^,  Khoper,  764 
men,  Volga  602  men.  Tfchernoraoiikian  true 
Kozaks  §,  horfe  1275  men*;  foot  2475  men ;  At* 

naufe- 

< 

*  Prince  Potemkin  formed  them  out  of  huflar  and  piqueneer 
regiments.  It  19  fa^d  that  they  are  reduced  to  huffars  again. 
The  Hamburgh  gazette  of  1792  under  the  head  Polifh  Fron- 
tiers, mentions  the  great  alteration  taking  place  in  the  ruffian 
army,  by  changing  all  the  light-hoHe  into  huflars,  and  making 
three  out  of  four  battalions  of  grenadiers. 

t  They  were  firft  raifed  in  the  laft  w^r  by  prince  Potemkiri. 

t  Thefe  Kozaks,  by  the  explanation  obtained  from  certain 
officers,  (for  the  accuracy  of  which,  however,  I  cannot  vouch,) 
were  fent  from  the  rivers  Khoper  and  Volga  to  Caucafus  as 
colonifts,  and  at  the  fame  time  as  a  frontier-guard,  and  there 
Settled.  But,  as  on  account  of  their  performing  duty,  they 
had  not  quite  eftablifhed  their  houfehold*  they  received  the 
ufual  pay  as  Kozaks*  - 

§  The  appellation  being  new,  many  perfons  (even  in  the 
army)  are  not  properly  acquainted  with  the  meaning  of  it, 
though  it  is  well  known  to  be  taken  from  the  Black-fea.  It 
denotes  thofe  whom  prince  Potemkin  fele&ed  from  the  formerly 
true  zaporogian  Kozaks,  that  is,  they  who,  on  the  abolition  of 

,;  theif 


naut*-commanc}os  14 Id  men;  volunteer  cohorts* 
178  men;  the  tauridan  fix  divifions,  1 600  men.; 


their  constitution,  remained  in  the  empire,  or  after  they  had 
emigrated  foon  returned  and  applied  for  military  fervice.    In': 
reward  for  their  zeal  and  bravery  daring  thelaft  war  both  by: 
fca  and  laitf,  the  empreA  gave  them  by  ukafe,  dated  June  30, 
179a*  the  ifland  Phanagoria  (formerly  Taman,),  in  the  diftri&v 
of  Taurida,  with  the  country  between  the  river  Kuban  and  the' 
fea  of  Azof,  along  the  coaft  to  the  town  of  Ycifk,  and  along  * 
the  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Laba,  in  feefimple  forever,  with 
the  order  annexed  that  they  fhonld  henceforth  receive  thefar 
commands  through  the  governor-general  of  Taurida,  ^ 

*  This  word  in  rufsis  four  fyllables,  and  muft  be  pronounce^ 
Irna-utu    The  following  account  of  them  was  communicated^ 
by  a  general-officer  :  "  They  are  native  Greeks,  who,  during* 
"  the  laft  war,  ferved  in  the  Archipelago.     All  their  officers' 
t€  were  of  their  own  nation.     At  the  conclufion  of  the  war" 
"  4000  of  them  came  to  general  Barfef  at  ,Kertch.  and  Yenir* 
"  caly ;  thefe  were  divisjed  into  companies*  but  not  of  equal 
"  numbers.    They  were  afterwards  fettled  in  various  parts  as 
"  colonifts.    Some  Valakhians  and  Moldavians  afTociated  with 
"  them,  of  whom  feveral  were  likew^fe  diftribilted  into  parti- 
"  cular  companies  and  obtained  the  name  of  Arnauts:  hence 
"  we  often  hear  of  volokiki  Arnauti  and  moldaanfki  Arnauti 
00  (valakhian  and  moldavian  Arnauts.)    In  the  two  laft  turkifl^ 
«  wars  they  were  found  to  be  of  great  fervice."— It  was  men- 
tioned  by  another  officer  that  the  proper  Arnauts  proved  bad 
Eozaks  on  horfeback,   when  employed  at  the  out-pofts;   but' 
thofe  of  Moldavia  and  Valakhia  were  abfolutely  cowards  and 
often  ran  away.    He  added  that  many  Arnauts  had  fettled  at 
Kherfon,  where  they  enjoy  ten  free  years*  and'  after  that 
period  were  to  pay  annually  five  kopeeks  for  every  defxtine  of 
land. 

"     b4  The 
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fhi  cor^*  Off  malo-ruffian  Kdz&s  atid  chdferife 
foVmecf  by  order  of  pflncA  Potemkin  5600  men. 
.  Garrisons  :  one  hundred  and  nine  battalions 
amounting  to  85,206  men  *.  Befides  thefe  there 
ajt  in  the  army  diftributed  on  the  Dvina,  five 
rrgrm^hts  of  Don-kozaks  each  of  500  men ;  one 
Yattfeh&rfikMegrtAent  of  1000  menf;  two 
rc&imefite  of  Bafchkirs  each  of  500  men:  one 
regiment  of  the  Meftfcheraeks  of  500  foen. 
.  So  far  goes  the  lift  of  the  college  of  war.  By 
which  we  fee  that  the  army  in  the  laft  war,  ac- 
cording to  the  rfeport  brought  into  the  college  of 
ifrar,  confided  of  334, 164,  but,  comprifing  the 
garriforis,  of  4  lft  370  meri.  To  reduce  it  to  the 
peace;eftatliihment  deduQ;  21,200  men. — But, 
to  that  number  ftill  confiderable  corps  remain  to 
be  added.  We  fhall  juft  mention  them,  without 
Adverting  to  the  corps  of  cadets  and  military  aca- 
demies. — T6  the  proper  army  eftablifhment  are 
to  be  reckoned : 

1.  The  Guards  :  which  confift  of  one  regiment 
of  horfe,  ufitttfly  called  the  horfe-guards,  and  by 
common  computation  amount  to  1000  men: 
three  regiments  of  infantry,  vulgarly  called  the 
foot* guards,  and  are  reckoned  at  10,000  men; 
but  this  number  is  too  ftiall ;  one  corps  of  cheva* 

•  So  they  arc  fiated*  according  to  the  ftaff,  by  the  college 
tf  war ;  bat  they  are  not  always  complete. 

f  They  were  raifed  in  the  laft  war  from  the  earners  of  Mofco, 
and  obliged^  to  arm  themfclvea.  as  ko^afcj. 

5  liera 
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type*  amT  iimter  offices,  cfrnfift  of  flatty  chfevan 
fiftTa,  who  ar*  ill  officfertf  (ftcfftly  Ifeutthaaits,) 
and  as  fuch  InferibSd  ifc  the  fiddtfegiflWbtd :  on* 
fqifcufroti  of  life-hnflar*:  oft*  (qfcadron  of  life- 
kortk** 

The  common  ftatement  whfeh  makes  *H  theft 
guards  to  be  about  i  1, 300  men  k  trttoiedw ;  tikey 
ihould  be  eftimated  at  lead  at  2500  more;  for  afl 
the  four  regiments  have  a  grfat  number  of  fuper- 
mimerary  fubaltern  officers*  which  afe  gradually 
removed  from  tteift  to  the  army  as  officers. 

Some  of  thefe  regiments  are  occafionally  or* 
dtred  to  march  agamft  the  enemy.  To  conclude} 
none  of  thebi  had  colontels,  the  emprefe  berfetf 
being  edloftcl  of  each ;  the  lieutenant-colonels  or 
commanders  afe  always  men  of  high  rank,  a* 
general-iield-marfhals, 

2.  The  artillery,  of  which  are  reckoned  all  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  the  quarter~mafter- 
general.  Thefe  are,  according  to  the  ftaff:  one 
regiment  of  bombardiers  of  25 10  men ;  twd  regi* 
faients  of  cannotiiers  each  of  24d7  men;  two 
regiments  of  fufileei*  each  of  2497  men ;  the  en* 

*  Numbers  of  the  young  nobility  are  entered,  particularly 
.  in  the  horfe-guards.    Even  children  are  admitted  by  favour, 
and  receive  paflports  as  fubalterns.  —  It  is  faid,  that  in  future 
not  fo  many  are  to  be  trahfpknted  into  the  army,  as  thereby 
-  deferving  offers  are  often  difappointed  in  the  hopes  of  ad- 
vancement. 

gineer* 
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fo  v4\  iftfdplhi&l  that  tfwy  May  fate  ufed  as  ttiifcpt* 

lffUBalrS«  ... 

A  few  ft-marks  may  be  here  ptub  togeffccr  withr 
out  feeing  very  anxious  in  the  feleftion.    , 

Though  fome  sfeithoftf  afctite  but  little  vahae  to 
the  fuflia*  fbldiefs^  yet  otherb  bare  begun  of  late 
to  do  them  juftiOe,  on  feeidg  ivith  afioniHtment; 
the  great  *tcfcidv«ments  which  the  ruffian  attay 
has  performed.  One  writer  affirms  that  the  rut 
fftfn  foidiers,  like  the  invincible  legions  of  the  an- 
ient Romans,  take  one  fortrefs  ttftet  another/ 
defeat  the  enemy  whenever  they  tan  get  fight  of 
them,  &c.  Adding,  that  Ruffia  alone  was  abl*  to 
<$arry  on  a  war  agaihft  the  Turks  with  fuch  foe* 
cefc ;  th&t  the  Ruffian  wants  but  little  *  and  th*V 
(which  however  extravagantly  expretied,  undo* 
Kfhitatibns  contains  fortie  truth,)  unprovided  as 

*  It  is  incredible  and  inconceivable  how  the  common  foldier 
makes  his  fmall  pay  and  provision  /office  ;  nay,  he  even  accu* 
fttakte*  a  little  cafrital,  or  at  leaft  on  holidays  can  afford  to  treat 
himfelf -with  ftrofrg  liquors.  N&t  to  mention  that  at  times  * 
eemm&ader  deprives  him  of  forte  under  various  pretexts.  To 
fatisfy  all  his  wants  he  has  no  more  than  a  yearly  pay  of  fix  o* 
feven  rabies  (in  garrifon  it  xs  ftill  iefs)  with  his  allowance  of 
floor  and  grhs  J  he  buys,  in  the  mefs,  meat  and  greafe  or  oil ; 
clohs  with  fome  others  to  porchafe  a  horfe  to  carry  his  little 
pack  on  long  marches;  muftpay  Tor  every  button,  &c.  whicli 
he  happens  to  lofe  $  and  bay  articles  of  clothes  when  thofe  al- 
lowed him  are  not  fufficient :  for  neither  his  two  ftrirts  made  of 
cheap  linen,  nor  his  boots*  for  which  only  forty- five  kop«ek$ 
are  allowed  him,  (and  therefore  cheap  leather  is  ufed,)  with, 
a  pair  of  Jhocs,  will  lail  the  year  through  with  conftaat  afe. 

be 
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Jie  je,  preoettfc  to  C<w*fcmfcHW|>le  to  proyi4e  hwv- 
ietf  better  *;  —  It  may  tfissefose  be  aflerted,  that 
Ruffia  without  defcriwmt  wy  dilute  with  a 
number  /of  ftwwg  ftrti$qtfic«ie,  a*  the  Amy  %►- 
j»Jti$  the  ptefl*  of  tftenj,,  ,***!.  i*  tfever  aGcaftcrcicd 
to  give  u»y,  ,if  the  coflwandsrs  fftew  hut  proper 
course,  JJhis  ,may  he  the  sepfo*  why  fo  many 
jfcprtificatkms  wJUicli  ate  otft  deemed  meoeflary  ** 
Enable  ptams  an  the  {frwtierft,  we  apt  da* efully 
kept  up.  Mqw*&  the  jemphtf  hi*  forte  ^natjgh 
pf  vpxiow  kinds. 

.  jPripoe  Pofcmkta  Mfcradvred, a  great  tmttber  of 
j*ey  99guJ*ttfl!»s  into  the  aitmy.  Among  other*, 
he  &rod  the  wen  great  trouble  andtxpeace  by 
faehtg  theortfaMtt  *£te  aifcctfity  of  dfreffmg  their 
<hair  with  powder  aad  whitwibg  their  leathers ; 
Jte  made  ttara  crop  their  hair  uaftead  ,a£  rearing 
4Wk;  in  frface  df  the  gar«t  hat,  he  give  .them  a 
tzafqne  lir  morion,  which  in  winter  protected  Jbhek 
jhead  irora  *bc  cdkl;  for  the  long  frord  of  the 
-O^vahy  he  jfxroridad  them  with  a  lhort&fare,  and  % 
^otnely  took  away  -die  iide-acois dGoam  tbeiht&fir 
4ty,  Jeawog  ihem  oidy  .the  ibayosnet;  ;he  e» 
thciang  xioat  (for  a  Ihrt  of  jacket  %  vJrth 


#  CuDta^  pa  v*ri5ua -iafcjofts/of  jBodcm  hiftory,  torn.  iii. 
p.  124, 

.+  Xlr*flk«r**liketwfc  at,pceCbiiK.wcerjlhi»  flaprt  did*  when 

4&.6nrk*,  withjfce>tang;twwfett;  at  other  time*  they  have 

Jhftir  Comer  .vbi&wii*;  in  fafapl  <afgimtats  they  have  even 

three  or  four  different  drefies.  .  fc  ;. . 

the 
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the  addition  of  long  loofe  pantaloons,  &c  — 
Several  alterations  were  likewife  made  in  the  ca- 
valry. Each  regular  regiment  now  confifts  of  fix 
fquadrons,  (formerly  of  ten  companies, )  the  firft 
commanded  by  the  colonel,  the  fixth  by  the  lieu* 
tenant-colonel,  the  fecond  by  the  premier-major, 
the  fifth  by  the  fenior  fecond  major,  the  third  by 
the  fecond  fecond-major,  (not  known  before,)  the 
"fourth  by  the  fenior  captain.  Befides  %be  ftafl; 
€very  regiment  had  fix  captains,  twelve  lieute- 
nants, and  thirteen  cornets  (one  of  whom  muft 
be  commiffary,  i.  e.  receive  and  take  care  of  the 
money  and  neceffaries).  Many  regiments  had 
upwards  of  twenty  fupernumerary  captains* 
Moreover,  in  moil  of  the  regiments  of  cavalry 
were  likewife  cadets,  who  muft  occasionally  do 
duty  as  officers,  and  were  better  treated  than  Tub- 
alterns.  Each  fquadron  confifts  of  two  compa- 
nies,  and  each  of  thefe  of  three  corporal/hips  or 
fixty*nine  men  who  come  in  the  front.  Befides 
thefe  to  each  company  belong  a  plotnik  or  car- 
•penterto  make  the  baggage-waggon  and  what- 
ever elfe  is  wanted  of  wood,  a  finith,  and  a  tzerul- 
tiik  or  ihaver,  all  three  to  be  confidered  and  paid 
as  common  troopers.  Though  each  fquadron 
prefents  only  138  horfe  in  front,  yet  on  account 

m 

ft 

*  Thw  k  becatrfe  many  young  fubalterns  are  taken  oot 
of  the  guards  to  be  midc  officers  in  the  field  regiments:  or 
•even  becaafe  not  every  one  who  is  advanced  can  immediately 
find  sl  port.  ... 

of 


of-  the  fubatt#tta,  &c.  they  are  obliged  to  have 
one  hundred  and  fifty^five  faddle-horfes,  befides 
draught  horfes.  ■       •   •  *  •  •       •   • 

In  the  turkifti  war  the  army  being  obliged  to 
*&  in  feveral  plaices  at  once,  :  the  troops  were  di<> 
Vided  into  fo  many  cbrps,  -and  therefore  the  main 
body  of  the  army  was  fometimes  not  very  nume  * 
rous,  and  yet  was  always  viftorious ;  what  mud 
*ve  conclude  but  that  the  men  are  brave,  arid  ca- 
pable of  any  enterprife  *,  Anecdotes  are  related 
of  brave  and  refolute  oifioers  who  acquired  great 
•fenown  in  the  two  laft  wars  againft  the  Turks  by 
•ads  of  real  heroifinf;  and  as  for  the  men,  they 
'were  pronounced  even  by  Frederic  II.  to  be  ex- 

-  *  We  are  not  in  general  to  confflder  fo  much  the  numbers  as 
the  utility  and  courage  of  the  (bldiers,  and  the  fuccefs  that  has 

ft*  9  *  *  J  *  *  ■ 

'every  where  attended  them,  particularly  in  modern  times.    A 

-  veteran  foldier  will  even  frequently  infpire  fortitude  into  a 
young  officer.  —  Among  a  great  many  other  anecdotes  which  I 
might  qupce*  I  (hall  mention  only  one  of  an  officer  of  the-yx- 
•  gere,  who,  defending  a  place  in  Finland  in  1790,  received  fix* 
.  teen  wounds.  On  his  felling,  two  of  his  people  helped  him  up 
.  «\nd  flood  fupporting  him,  faying,  "  Only  command  us,  and  we 

mall  certainly  conquer !"  He  commanded,  and  they  kept  their 
word.    The  Swedes  were  beat  off,  and  the  ruffian  y*ger*com- 
,  siatido  maintained  their  potts  under  theu  lieutenant,  who  was 
/therefore  made  a  major.  .  •   t 

f  Their  names  are  known  either  by  the  gazettes  or  by  the 
rewards  they  received,  at  leaft  in  part.    It  is  not  only  turkifli 

v  tad  other  irregular  armies ;  they  are  able  to  beat  regulars  alio, 
as  was  evinced  in  the  feven-years  war  as  well  as  the  laft  warwkh 

.  the  Turks*    •         •      ■  1  . 

cellent 
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cfeUent  fotdkro.  The  *h#ui* .^>Umt  *#  r^ot  feH 
htt&one  top,  *rhMe  h*Qov\mavd&  tew%^e»p$ 
his  ground ;  he  contents  himfelf  with  an  e$- 
tflemely little  ^ajfr,  and  with  ^very.flsnder.d^t,  |nd 
is  .aiwijrs  cheerful ;  .hungry  and  ithjriiy,  ]foe  ftir 
mrfes  tfte  he&vy&iwJs  of  <$ie  <ftafe&  uwier  &e 
load  pf  jhU  aocoyfaoments,  without  mu**nur  <jr 
cw^lamt* ;  «€wecp4»s  <€.very  conwi^nd ;  leqtaup 
a*e>tUmg  w>poflVb]re  or  too  difficult ;  does  ey^qr 
Jftiqg  :th«t  he  >  or^red  withwtf  Ammttig  ft^f 
.•danger ;  and  is  inventive  of  a  thottfacd  19am  fc 
^compHihing  his  defign.  What  may  apt  fbejwp- % 
4bmied  with  fuch  ^n.apfny-t'M^pM  op%  qc- 
$en©&c<*d  and  wiiant  genesis  in  *kom~ttey  haw 
.  confidence  $.     Let  the  foldier  but  fee  that  he  is 

•  {pared 

#  Th*t  \&,  when  |ie  fees  tfrat  thceomnpndf  r.  i»  a*t  tto  Wa«e 
for  the  jcarc*ty.>.~-»  Indeed  the  veteran  fcldior  .will  bold  opt 
.longer  than  the  yqang  recruit. 

f  We  need  only  advert  to  the  vidories  which  a  fnjall  body 
(bmetitnes  gained  over  a  party  of  the  .enemy  confuting  of  twine 
their  number,  in  the  two  4aft  turkifh  wars.     The  fane  obferva- 

-tion  may  be  made  concerning  the  fleet  The  good  qualities  we 
afcribe  to  the  Rtfffian  lie  in  his  national  chara&er.  as  being  pro- 

~per*o  -the  whole  nation.    It  is  fome what  forprifiog  that  perfons 

^ocannot  deny  them  to  the  ruffian  foidicrs,  (andfikewUe  to 
the  boon,)  yet  pretend  that  they  proceed  either  *om  their  vtf. 

-61  age  <*r.  the^ir  inherent  iUpidrty :  the£>on-k<i*ak  u.no  v«£al. 
fri  *et.is  btave ;  the.rWfenboerjs indeed  **3&l,  but  be*s 

<JflV;dti*g  lefs  thmftoptd:  he  i^ex wnniyra4*6»li*nd  c»oi««. 

jmdi&wcd-by  Hectare,!?**  wsy  thing. 

t  Peter  I.  knew  his  countrymen,  when  he  laid  after •faffetvag 

many 
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$ated  a*  much  a*  ptffible,  be  attaches  hmktf 
with  all  his  foul  to  Ms  commander*,  and  per- 
forms almoft  miracles.  —Well  might  the  temprtfe 
denominate  the  Ruffian*  an  obedient,  brave,  in* 
tsepid,  enierprifing,  and  powerful  people. 

The  opinion  generally  adopted,  that  Peter  I. 
Iras  the  firft  who  took  foreign  officers  into  his  fer- 
rke,  and  raifed  tegular  regiments  by  their  means, 
is  unfounded ;  perhaps  alfo  the  addition,  that  be 
learned  the  manual  e&eicife  in  the  firft  formed 
company ;  for,  without  mentioning  the  ftrelitaes/ 
winch  had  been  cftablifhed  long  before  him  as  a 
fort  of  regular  militia  hi  continual  fervice,  but 
which  he  for  weighty  reafons  abolished,  his  father 
had  already  csufed  feverat,  perfe&ly  regular  regi-i 


many  lofts,  that  this  army  would  (bon  learn  to  beat  Charles  XII. 
at  firft  the  attack  of  aMifciplined  regular  enemy  was  a  ftrange 
thing  to  them. 

*  In  the  turkilh  war  of  1770,  general  Pfoforoflky  allowed  Ms 
corps  to  appear  without  hair  powder  and  without  whitening 
their  leathers :  by  this  indulgence  he  won  the  hearts  of  Ut  fol- 
diers.—  Prince  Potemkin,  fome  few  years  face,  dtfcard<ed 
throughout  the  army,  aot  only  a  part  of  their  heavy  arms,  for 
inftxnee,  the  pallalli  of  die  infantry,  but  atfo  the  inconvenient 
narrow  coar,  the  hair-drestng  which  was  foch  a  heavy  bfs  oil 
their  time  and  their  ileep,  and  which  caofed  an  onacceflary  ejt* 
pence  in  powder,  with  other  inconvenience**  and  all  the  world 
knows  how  die  fotdlefi  were  attached  to  him  with  teartMl 
gratitude. 

f  In  her  letter  of  grace  to  the  nobility  in  1795. 

voj,.  u.  9  meats, 
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ments,  to  be  formed  by  foreign  officers,  which 
were  (laifioned  not  at  Mofco  but  at  Tula :  among 
thefe  were  particularly  Englishmen  and  Scotfmen. 
In  the  archives  of  the  college  of  war  are  preferred 
the  lifts  of  them  and  their  pay  *.     Thefe  officers 
might  put  a  regimenton  the  foreign  footing ;  "but 
it  was  not  by  their  doing  that  the  ruffian  foldier 
had  thofe  good  qualities  juft mentioned,  and  .which 
form  a  part  of  the  national  chara&er.     On  the 
other  hand  Peter  I.  was  the  creator  of  his.  army," 
not  by  having  formed  fome  regular  regiments, 
but  by  conftituting  it  purely  of  fuch,  with  the  ex^ 
eeption  of  the  irregular  troops  ftill  in.  being,  and  * 
by  introducing  the  railing  of  recruits  and   the. 
head-money  inftead  of  the  former  pra&ice   of 
making  the  nobles  and  their  ferfs  do  fervice  in  the 
campf. — Ever  fince   his  time,   every  German, 

without 

#  Two  regiments,  one  of  cavalry  and  another  of  infantry, 
were  commanded  by  a  Scotfman  as  colonel,  and  having  a  fluff's 
company  in  each  of  them ;  he  received  four  times  the  ufual  pay. 

.  +  Many  little  anecdotesare  related  of  what  happened  on  ihis 
occaiioni  moft  of  them  perhaps  the  invention  of  an  idle  moment, 
or  at  leaft  much  exaggerated ;  but,  fuppofing  they  were  true* 
they  excite  neither  laughter  nor  furprife,  as,  on  the  introjdu&ion 
of  foreign  cuftoros*  the  like  might  4iaye  happened  in  any  coun- 
try. —  According  to  one  of  them,  at  that  time  a  certain  boyar 
thought  a  major-general  fuperior  to  a  lieutenant-general,  and  in . 
making, oat  the  patent,  in  the  emperor's  abfence,  committed  a 
miftake.  Of  another  we  are  told,  that,  inftead  of  giving  an 
officer  the  reprimand,  or  putting  him  under  arreft,  as  he  was 
bid,  he  ordered  him  to  have  the  battogties  (i,  e.  to  be  beaten 
1  •  *    with 
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without  regard  to  birth,  upon  proper  behaviour  is 
gradually  advanced,  and  becomes  an  *  officer. 
However,  the  late  emprefe  granted  confiderable 
privileges  by  ukafe  to  the  nobility.  A  young  man 
of  burgher  condition  rauft  have  performed  twelve 
years  of  good  fervice  before  he  is  made  an  officer, 
(particularly  good  conduft  produces  exceptions, to 
this  rule).  Accordingly,  whoever  enters  the  mi* 
fiftliy  fervice,  whether  in  the  guards  or  in  march* 
mg  regiments,  if  he  would  get  early  promotion 
mud  bring  proof  of  his  noble  defiant  -*-  As  the 
nobility  by  this  means  are  rapidly  advanced,  we 
lee  in  the  marching  regiments  a  number  of  young 
officers,  particularly  from  the  guards,  who,  after 
having  ferved  or  been  eultfted  forte  years,  have 

■ 

with  ftkks);  bat  general  Qgilrie,  am  Engltfuaan,  who  had 
came  from  the  auftrian  fervice,  drew  np  the  articles  of  war, 
became  the  only  lieutenant  feld-marihal  in  the  ruffian  army,  and 
billy  west  back  to  Auftria,  was  fo  incenfad  at  this  behaviour* 
that  he  threatened,  with  all  the  foreign  officers,  to  quit  the  fer- 
ric* ankts  the  aggrieved  oficer  was  honourably  ^Mckargtd,  and 
compeafiited  in  feme  way  or  other  for  the  infult  he  had  received. 
As  the  boyar  knew  that  fubaherns  even  of  noble  bisth  might  be 
corporally  poniihed  with  beating,  (which  was  only  aboUlhed  by 
the  late  empreft  in  the  year  J775,)  he  n>igbt  be  led  into  thf 
sniftake  that  fuch  puniflunent  was  proper  fo;  the  offending 
officer, 

*  Even  under-ofRcers,  who  by  birth  were  vaflal-boors,  may  by 
food  behaviour  rift  to  be  officers. 

«  *  been. 
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been  removed  thither*.  Nevertheless  there  are 
perfans  enough  who  have  grown  grey  under  arms, 
or  fomctime6,  efjrecially  in  profound  peace,  i«v 
rnain  long  in  the  feme  poft  |-  —  Sorae  ww  ap*t 
prebeofirer  that  the  army  would  lofe  many  good 
officers  by  the  i»trod)»£HotL  of  the  new  jnode  o£ 
governing  tile  provinces;  becaufo  pofis  in  the, 
eivil  department  axe  attended  with  more  conve- 
nience  and  a  better  fahuyi  But  it  occafiened  ra* 
dsfbft  in  the  antiy*  n^r  many  regiments,  pre^ 
vicniB  t*  the  breaking  omt  of  the  larfb  wax,  hart 
fevei^i   iiipernninerairy  .ftaffroffiaera   as  well    as* 

.  During  aqd  fooq  after i  fcbe  war  of  177$  the  feufc© 
einprdj*  thought  good  to  make  feveral  regulation* 
in  the  army.  Among  others  ihe  ordered  that  all 
the  heavy  cavalry  Ihoutd  have  their  own  chTe£ 
featady,  the  general  fiddrmarthat  count  Roaanl> 
zof;  as  welt  as  the  Mght*horfe,  theirs  in  the  per- 
fon  of  the  general  field-marfixal  prince  Potcmkjji. 
Farther,  tfcat/ome  peribniges,  becojne  £ubqi*§ 
for  great  cxfdoite,  fliotdd  bate-  hanswabte  for* 

*  It  was  long  a  prance  fqryouhg  notilemem,  efpeciafly  Livo- 
nians,  &c.  \o  procure  patents  as  polifli  officers,  and  then  to 
lenter  the  ruffian  fervice  as  officers,' without  having  ferved*,"  but 
Catharine  II.  reformed  this  abufe/ 

t  This  was  particularly  the,  c^fe  before  the  laft  turkiflj  war, 
W  the  heavy  cavklr/;  which  "made  oromotion  very  (low  in 
coming.  ° 

5  names 
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•hatttes  afefcexed  to  th«fe- of  the>  family,  to,  Ro- 
•ftaftteef-ZadiroaHky,  Poterakin-Tarritfchdky,  Sii- 
•v«r*f-Ryrtrtiikflty ;  as  aMb>  tint  -forae*  as  a  parti- 
fttfci*  martt  of  ftvofcr,  Humid  have  a  peculiar  regr- 
'thent,  though  trade*  the  foriher  reigns,  no  ge- 
neral *  had  fever  ttoetved  the  Wee.  To  thfe  graft 
%e  efpecially  added,  that  pitace  Potemkin  wis 
appointed  general  infpe&or  of  the  whole  anarft 
to  whom  feverat  fub-mfye&ars  were  added,  ift 
flat  a  ftop  to  tiuiftberiafe  difonfett,  abufes,  tod 
tofofpationft,  ^ich  had  crept  iitto  ibme  regiment^ 
afid  baited  feveral  negligent  or  rapacious  com- 
mander to  a  fevere  accouht 

%  the  entirely  new  arrangement  adopted  for 
the  army  in  1764,  the  colonek  acquired  much 
More  authority  than  before,  and  at  the  feme  tuhe 
the  opportunity  for  making  cofttidersble  adircto- 
tage,  tityecialty  it)  the  cavalry  f.  Some  people 
expreited  great  furprife  at  this ;  bat  without  rfea^ 
fon,  tot  the  cbtonek  were  ftitt  under  the  fame 


* '  l%e  vmprefi  BKzabdeh  in  the  (eVen-yeers-war  gave  a  eon*, 
panythe  name  of  the  Schavalof-corps. —  The  regiments  for- 
merly never  took  their  names  from  a  general,  hnt  always  from 
»  tvpti  #r  pivvaacc.  Latterly  fome  cjsccptiot»hat»  t>ecn  made 
x»  this  role. 

•  *  This  was  done  by  the  pnrchaft  of  horfes,  forage,  and 
Vther'iifccellarto,  particularly  when  the  cavalry  wire  not  com- 
yUfcly  ttbnnted.  —  However,  thefe  are  matters  with  which  w± 
iafWfttthlng  to  do.  We  mail  only  jiift  mention,  that  many  had 
»th**r  always  remain  colonels  than  be  appointed  generals,  as  in 
jhtttaA  tiny  lofe  their  regiment.  Only  brigadier*  remain  as 
oolcatls^wmbrjBiriris^iuietitt; . 

s  3  reiponfibility 
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refponfibility  as  before;  and  the  crown  which 
had  been  formerly  obliged  to  pay  very  dear  for 
many  of  the  neceflaries  belonging  to  the  regi- 
ments, faved  great  fum$  of  money  by  the  new 
regulation.  —  Under  the  eisprefi  Elizabeth  many 
young  colonels*  who  had  intereft  at  court,  fre- 
quently got  &  great  deal  by  it,  or  allowed  their 
foldiers  all .  manner,  of  licence.  Previous  to  the 
feven-ycarifcwar  four  reghneuta  were  particularly 
notorious,  and  particular  towns  were  terrified  on 
hearing  that  either  of  them  were  to  be  quartered 
there,  and  would  raife  a  fum  of  money  to  be  free 
from  fuch  guefts.  In  the  late  reign  none  of  thefe 
diforders  happened,  as  the  emprefs  was  extremely 
anxious  and  took  care  to  provide  that  the  fubje&s 
ihould  neither  be  moleftcd  in  their  houfes  nor 
their  bufinefs  by  the  quartering  of  foldiers,  and 
which  foe  caufed  to  be  exprefsly  inculcated  in  the 
articles  of  war. 

In  general  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  no  army  in 
Europe  proportionately  cofts  fo  little  as  the  ruf- 
fian *    and  that  no  foldier  in  Europe  can  fubfift 

on 

•  The  Jifft  equipment  of  a  dragoon  -coAsfertnteen  rubles 
45  H  kopecks,  and  afterwards  yearly  feyea  ruble*  *9rYe  fc°* 
peeks.  However,  for  the  firrt,  fome  articles  rorniihed  from  the 
comniflariat  are  not  included,  fuch  as  fadfUe, ,  bridle,  &c,  nor 
horfe,  forage.  Handing,  and  keep,  —  Cpoceming  the.  pay,  of  the 
officers,  it  maft  be  obferved,  i.  that  the  officers  of  the  gsurifat* 
regiments  in  the  towns  of  the  Baltic  have  double  thtf  pay  of 
other  garrifoc-regiasetus;  a.  thai  the.  officers  of  aU  marching 
regiments  have  three  tizzies  the  pay  of  the  officers  of  the  regi- 
ments 
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on  fo.  little  pay  as  the  ruffian.  For,  what  other 
european  fold ier. will  fubfift  on  an  annual  pay  notr 
amounting  to  more  than  feven  or  eight  rubles,  or 
when  in  garrifon  only  half  that  furo,  and  die  al- 

allowance 


ments  in  the  provinces;  3.  that  the  private  men  in  the  guards 
have  double  the  pay  of  thofe  in  the  marching  regiments. 

A  general  field-marfhal  is  allowed  per  annum  feven  thoafand 
rubles,  two  hundred  rations,  valued  at.  1 140  rubles,  and  fifteen 
denAiiks  or  fervants. 

Rubles.  Rations.        Rubles.  Denih. 

A  general  in  chief    -        -  3600      So    zz    456  '  12 

A  lieutenant-general     .-  2160      50    =    285     ro 

A  major-general        -        -  1S00      40    =     228      8    , 

A  brigadier         -         -  840      20    ==171       7 

In  the  marching  regiments  a  colonel  &  allowed  yearly  fix 

hundred  rubles,  for  rations  ninety-fix  rubles,  ninety  kopeeks, 

and  fix  denlhifcs  or  fervants. 

Rabies.  Rubl*  Kop.  Deiiflw 

360.  For  rations,  62    70     4    '- 


A  lieutenant-colonel 

360. 

A  major        - 

300. 

A  captain         »         • 

180. 

AHeutehant 

120. 

A  iecond  lieutenant 

84. 

An  enfign 

84. 

A  quarter  mafter  of  a  re* 

- 

.  giment 

84. 

An  adjutant 

120. 

62 

70* 

3 

28. 

50. 

2 

22 

80. 

1 

17 

10 

1 

'7 

10 

1 

22 

80 

I 

22 

80 

1 

from  this  jable,  and  the  paragraph  immediately  preceding  it, 
we  .may  find  out  the  pay  of  the  officers  belonging  to  the  regi- 
ments in  the  garrifons  and  governments*  — -  A  private  man  is 
allowed  yearly  ten  rubles  ninety-eight  kopeeks,  befides  three 
barrels  of  meal,  a  certain  quantity  of  grift  or  coarfe  pa^jneaj, 
twenty-four  pounds  of  fait,  and  flefh  to  the  value  of  fcventy- two 

s  4  .    kopecks : 
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Iowarice  df  grite  and  flour,  weighed  fiut  to  him 
with  the  trtmoft  nicety?— The  annual expendi- 
ture for  the  fopport  of  the  army  will  be  touched 
upon  occafionaBy  m  die  blowing  fe&ion. 


SECTION  II. 
Of  the  Naojf. 

Russia  is  poflfcfied  of  faneral  fleets,  entirely 
diftinft  from  each  other.  She  has  one  in  the 
Baltic,  and  another  in  the  Euxine:  the  former 
under  the  admiralty  of  St.  Peterfburg;  but  not 
the  latter,  which,  therefore,  cannot  in  any  point 
of  view  be  confidefcd  as  only  a  divifion  of  the 
other ;  and  by  aa  djpeciai  ukafe,  on  account  of 
its  diftance,  has  its  own  high-admiral,  who  waa 
prince  Pbtetnkin.  To  thefe  inuft  be  added  a 
third,  the  galley-fleet,  whofe  chief  was  the  prince 
of  Naflau-Siegen,  but  immediately  under  the  eoi- 
prefe.  —  Alt  the  three  fleets  were  in  actual  fervice 
during  the  laft  war. 


kopeeks :  aff  thefe  articles  Xtc  computed  at  five  rabies  feventy- 
four  koptekr.  But  fix  rubles  thirty-five  kopeeks  are  dedocled 
lta»  the  pay  of  every  private  mas  for  clothing,  medicines, 
(left,  cartridge;,  and  repairing  at  firelocks.  Mis  whole  clothing 
from  head  to  Ibot  cofts  near  twelvt  rubles.  —  The  denftiks  are 
taken  out  of  the  recruits*  to  .attend  on  the  officers  >  and  for  the 
ftpport  of  every  one  of  thefe,  eleven  rix  doll&rs  and  two  and  a 
half  kopeeks  are  pari  annually  out  of  the*  military  cheA;  but 
the  motors  are  obliged  to  clotlje  ihem. 

The 


The  emperor  Peter  I.  was  creator  of  the  ruffian 
fleet  Before  bis  reign  the  Ruffians  had,  indeed, 
final!  veflefe  for  mercantile  or  tranfyort  fervice, 
which  they  navigated  along  the  coaft*  and  on  the 
rivers ;  but  they  were  fiich  witfcihed  things  as  wo 
ftill  fee  hrfbme  places  on  the  risers  between  Kola 
and  Archangel,  ftc.  no  iron  is  ufed  in  their  con- 
•  ftru&ioft,  not  dven  a  tingle  nail  Armed  veflels* 
much  lefe  fliips  of  war,  were  at  that  time  not 
known  in  Roffta.  But  that  great  monarch  tra- 
velled into  foreign  countries  for  the  fake  of  learn-* 
ing  a  better  method  of  building  fliips,  and  of  in- 
troducing it  into  his  empire.  He  raifed  a  mari- 
time force  *,  and  caufed  a  fet  of  regulations  to  be 
printed  for  the  eftabliihment  of  a  navy.  Since 
his  deceafe  the  government  has  not  always  b*» 
flowed  the  fame  degree  of  attention  on  the  fleet 

In  the  year  1741  it  conftfted  of  twenty-three 
fliips  of  the  line,  nine  frigates,  thtee  bomb-ketches, 
feven  prames,  and  eighty  new-built  gallies. 

In  1757  they  could  only  count  twenty-one  line 
of  battle  fliips,  (fome  of  which  were  in  very  bad 
condition,)  fix  frigates,  two  bora  Sketches,  two 
prames,  two  fire»fhips,  and  toncty  gallies.  —  The 
crews  for  the  whole  fleet,  including  the  gallies, 
were  computed  at  20,239  men,  which,  however, 
(as  ufual, )  were  not  complete. 

#  Mr.  Coxe  fa  of  apiaioa,  that  die  fat  belonging  to  the  im- 
port produced  tfce  fleet,  tboagh  act  fenteest  exeicfc  At  the 
failort :  but  experience  has  {hewn  this  to  be  a  miftake. 

In 
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In  the  year  1781  "they  hid  thirty-four  fliips  of 
war,  but  their  number  was  to  be  increafed  to  fifty- 
fouT  *.  Whether  fo  many  firfl>rates,  without  the 
frigates,  were  always  kept  up  in  time  of  peace ; 
alio  whether  at  the  commencement  of  the  Uft 
war  (as  fome  were  frequently  laid  by  as  old  and 
unfit  for  fervice)  (b  many  were  a&ually  in  being 
for  the  Baltic,  I  cannot  determine.  That  Rufli^u  # 
had  cQnfideraWe  fleets  forming,  together  a  very, 
refpe&ablp  naval  force,  every  one  knows  from  the 
feveral  actions  thp.t  have  taken  place  in  the  Baltic 
and  in  the  Black  fea,  or  may  be  feen  from  the  fol- 
lowing curfory  view  f. 

j  Thq  Baltic  fleet,  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war.  in  1788,  was  of  ftrength  fulficient  to 
defeat  the  aims  of'  the  fwediih  navy,  by  coming 
off  vi&orious  in  an  engagement.  The  force  off 
Hochland  Confifted  of  thirty  fail,  <  whereof  feven- 
teen  were  of  the  line,  (one  of  a  hundred  and 
eight  guns,  the  reft  of  feventy-four  and  fixty- 
'  four, )  together  carrying  1228  cannons,  and  feven 
large  frigates.  But  at  that  time  fome  men  of  w^u; 
had  failed  to  Copenhagen,  and  fix  lay  at  Arch- 
angel nearly  ready  for  fea.    Accordingly,  we  muft 

*  The  feme  author  mentions  them  to  have  had  in  the  year 
1778  thirty-eight  (hips  of  the  line,  fifteen  frigates,  four  prames, 
and  one  hundred  and  nine  gallies. 

t  It  will  not  be  deemed  foperfluous,  as  no  book  that  I  know 
of.  delivers  a  <atis&£tory  account  of  the  ruffian,  navy. . 

not 
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not  limit  the  whole  fleet  to  that  number  * ;  befides, 
all  the  flaps  were  not  fent  out 

On  their  appearing  at  fea  again  in  the  following 
year  1789  they  were  ftated  by  feme  to  confifi  of 
.thirty-three  line  of  battle  (hips,  without  reckoning 
thofe  which  went  to  the  galley  fleet  under  vice- 
admiral  Knife :  for,  at  the  fea  fight  (if  the  mere 
cannonading  of  fome  fliips  may  be  fo  called)  the 
ruffian  fleet  according  to  their  own  account, 
confiiied  of  twenty  ihips  of  the  line,  with,  fome 
frigates  and  finaller  veffels;  others  fpoke  of 
twenty-two  firft-rates  and  fix  frigates.  Prefently 
afterwards  they  were  confidently  reinforced  by 
the  coming  up  of  the  afore-mentioned  (hips  from 
Kioeger  bay. 

But  they  were  all  this  while  at  work  in  the 
yards  of  Cronftadt,  Petersburg,  and  Archangel, 
in  making  a  confiderable  addition  to  the  fleet 
For  it  is  well  known  that  from  autumn  1 786  to 
the  fummer  of  1789,  atPeteriburg  and  Cronftadt 
the  following  men  of  war  were  built :  three  of  a 
hundred  guns,  four  other  ihips  of  the  line,  (all 
of  oak  and  fheathed  with  copper,)  three  che- 
becks  of  thirty-fix  guns,  fix  fchooners  of  twenty- 

•  Gatterer,  in  his  Abrifs  der  Geographic  p.  326,  where 
he  probably  means  only  the  Baltic  fleet,  fets  it  down  at  thirty 
or  forty  ihips  of  the  line,  and  in  all  about  one  hundred  and 
eighty  fail* 

eight 
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right  guns,  -with  fever*!  gaflit**  and  goa-boat* 
But  at  the  concluftoa  of  the  >w  1TS#  went? 
Jfcip*  of  war  quite  wf  lay  ready  at  f  Archangel 
Without  thefe  the  fleet  at  fea  oa  ttefifth  of  May 
1700  amftfted  of  thirty  fcif>*  of  the  line  and 
eighteen  frigates. 

The  flbit  ttr  tm  Black  sea  wat  already 
very  ccmfiderable  when  the  late  emprefc  wu  At 
Taurida,  lb  a»  to  excite  in  her  a,  veiy  agreeable 
iurprife  —In  the  year  !7«7  it  ooufflted  of  about 
eighteen  fltipt  of  die  line,  that  it,  t**lve  it  Se- 
▼aftopoland  fix  at  Kherftm£  of  tm»ty-&|lf  fri- 
gates, fix  gut-boats,  and  a  great  arafcber  of  tianf- 
porta.  In  1789  the  fleet  in  aAuel  fervice  wa* 
eleven  line  of  battle  fhips  and  feverti  latgfc  fri- 
gates. In  1 790  it  is  mentioned  hi  the  Htfmbuigh 
gazette  a*  compofed  of  twelve  mm  of  trcir  of  the 
line,  a  great  number  of  frigate*,  gailfcu,  che* 
becks,   and  gun-boat*,   urith  two  liundred  flat-. 

11  Gem  of  the  joat-nab  aflinsed,  that  atooft  ill  d*  fafite* 
were  new-built  j  but  they  were  wrongly  informed,  a*  fcveral  of 
the  old  were  retained  for  fervice. 

f  This  h  ftated  on  the  authority  of  a  fea-oficor  of  great 
credibility,'  who  was  at  Archangel  in  the  year  1789,  ana 
frequently  kept  watch  on  board  thofe  new  (hips.  —  Perhaps  it 
might  be  for  want  of  iaiitrs  that  they  were  cot  dread?  in  the 
Baltic. 

♦  t  It  is  well  known  that  firth  kfge  ftips  of  *ar  tan  nei&et 
be  built  nor  employed  there  as  in  the  Baltic,  from  the  want  of 
fufficient  depth  of  water  in  many  places. 

bottomed 


THE  KATT.  3C9 


bottomed  YefiUa,  -^Tha  fleet  in  the  Li  man  ww 
cottpn&d  of  thirty-five  foil  hi  the  year  1788, 
bad  at  MCDtutt  of  the  fhaltow*  there  kid  no  fauga 

fllijWL 

In  the  Archipelago  there  were  only  three  fhips 
inthq  y*et  1789v  narody  one  frigate  of  thirty- 
fix  gun*,  anixthftf  of  twenty,  and  one  cfcebeck 
o£  fistedn* 

But  Ruffia  has  alfo  rai&d  a  flotilla  on  tha  Bogae 
and  on  the  Pniepr,  not  fer  from  Bender-  At  die 
end  of  the  year  ]789  it  eonfifted  already  of  forty 
fchooners,  of  fix  to  twelve  guns ;  bat  in  the 
tyring  of  1790  they  were  a  hundred  complete. 

The  oai»lky  flb£T  came  into  notice  again  by 
tile  fta  figfet  in  the  ycttr  1789-  —  Peter  I.  had 
made  ufe  of  this  fleet  in  his  war  againft  Sweden, 
aa  did  afterward*  the  emprefe  Elisabeth  on  a  like 
occafion.  — That  in  the  fhmmer  of  1789  it  did 
not  confift  entirely  of  new  gatlies,  but  that  fereral 
of  the  old  were  retained  for  fervice  *  ha*  bee* 
already  mentioned*  In  the  engagement  of  tjie 
||th  of  Auguft,  the  number  of  all  the  wffeU 
belonging  to  this  fleet,  great,  and  finally  was  re- 
ported at  a  hundred  and  ten,  which  was  pretty 
near  the  ttttth ;  for,  by  the  account  of  an  officer,, 
vho  was  then  on  board  the  fleet,  the  frigates, 
gallies,  gun-boats,  &c  all  together  were  one  hun- 

*  Some  were  found  tQ  be  utterly  unfeitviceahle,  aid  fent 
hack  to  St.  Pelerfburg. 

dred 
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dred  and  four;  though,  for  various  reafons,  all 
-were  not  in  the  engagement,  and  therefore  the 
vittory  ought  not  to  be  afcribed  to  the  fuperiority 
of  numbers.  Befides,  the  fwediih  fleet  had  taken 
a  very  advantageous  pofition  among  the  iflaads, 
and  blocked  up  the  paflage  where  they  appre- 
hended an  attack.  On  which  account  it  caufed. 
the  ruffian  fleet  fo  much  trouble  to  come  at  them: 
however,  they  furmounted  all  difficulties,  and 
gained  the  well-known  decifive  vidory  *.  In  the. 
year  following,  1790,  they  appeared  iu  much 
greater  force  at  fea. 

The  admiralty  is  at  Peterfburg,  with  a  high 
admiral  at  its  head,  which  place  was  held  by  the 
grand  duke  for  many  years.  Afc ,  an  imperial 
college  it  belongs  to  a  following  article.  —  That 
the  fleet  in  the  Euxine  or  Black  fea  is  not  under 
its  cognizance  has  been  already  remarked. 

The  Baltic  fleet  in  the  year  1789,  befides  its 
high  admiral  and  fome  other  officers  of  eminence, 
had  one  admiral,  (in  1786  there  were  three,)  four 
vice-admirals,  and  five  contre-admirals ;  amongft 

#  Had  the  plan  fucceeded  to  its  full  extent,  fcarcely  one  fhip 
belonging  to  the  Swedes  woald  hare  efcaped.  The  attack  was 
begun  with  impetnofity  from  behind,  in  order  to  force  the  paf* 
fage  that  had  been  blocked  op,  which  was  li^ewifc  iuccefsfidrjr 
accompliihed.  A  fiighter  attack  was  to  have  heen  made  in 
front,  where,  as  the  Swedes  had  left  there  an  open  paflage, 
they  would  have  been  cut  off  from  all  means  of  faring  them- 
(elves  by  flight  The  latter  met  with  feme  impediments  that 
have  never  yet  been  (pecined  or  explained,         N 

whom 
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whom  fuch  admirals  and  vice-admirals  are  not 
comprifed  as  were  appointed  to  the  galley-haven,, 
the  iharine-cadet-corps,  or  as  general  pay-mafters, 
general-commiflaries  at  war,  &c. 

To  infert  the  regulation  of  Peter  I.  relating  to 
the  rank  and  pay  of  the  admirals  and  officers,. &c. 
of  his  fleet,  with  all  the  alterations  it  has  hitherto 
undergone,  would  only  fwell  our  pages  without 
being  of  any  utility.  A  few  fhort  notices  will 
amply  fuffice.     In  regard  to  rank : 

The  high  admiral  has  the  rank  and  pay  of  a 
general  field-marihal  in  the  army.  An  admiral 
has  thofe  of  a  general  in  chief.  A  vice-admiral 
thofe  of  a  lieutenant-general.  A  contre-adiniral 
thofe  of  a  major-general. 

The  captains  in  the  navy  were  divided  by 
Peter  L  into  three  clafies:  to  thofe  of  the  firft 
clafi  he  gave  the  rank  of  colonel ;  to  thofe  of  the 
fecond,  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel;  and  to 
thofe  of  the  third  clals  that  of  major.  There 
were  ftill  the  captain-commanders,  to  whom  he 
afligned  the  rank  of  a  brigadier,  At  prefent  we 
never  hear  of  a  captain  of  the  third  clals ;  the 
rank  is  allotted  as  follows : 

The  captain-commander  has  the  rank  of  a 
brigadier  in  the  army.  The  captain  of  the  firft 
clals  the  rank  of  a  colonel.  The  captain  of  the 
fecond  clafi  that  of  a  Heutenant-colonel.  The 
captain-lieutenant  that  of  a  premier-major.     The 

lieute- 
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lieutenant  hja  the  rank  of  a  captain  in  the  army, 
and  the  midfhipman  that  of  a  lieutenant 

The  firft  captain  fbmetimes  gets  the  rank  of 
a  major-general,  without  being  therefore  xsHed 
to  a  contre-odmiral,  as  was  the  cafe  with  our 
countryman  Mr.  Gibbs,  who  ftands  in  the  lifts 
as  "  captain  of  the  fleet  with  the  rank  of  major* 
"  general/'  with  fome  others,  as  Melnikof, 
Gdmtaof,  4a 

The  pay  of  the  general-admiral  or  high  admiral 
per  annum  is  feven  thoufand  rubles.  That  of  an 
admiral  three  thoufand  fix  hundred;'  a  vice- 
admiral  two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty ;  a 
contxe-admiral  one  thoufand  eight  hundred;  a 
captain-commander  eight  hundred  and  forty;  a 
lieutenant  two  hundred,  and  a  midfhipman  one 
hundred  and  twenty  rubles.  —  It  is  here  to  be 
remarked,  that  the  officers  are  alfo  allowed  den- 
fchiks*  or  fervants,  namely,  a  lieutenant  two, 
and  the  reft  in  proportion.  Likewife  when  they 
are  at  fea  the  officers  are  allowed  table-money, 
viz.  in  the  Baltic  each  officer  monthly  feven  ru- 
bles, and  the  captain  fomewhat  more.     On  long 

•  It  has  before  been  mentioned  chat  thefe  feivaats  are  taken 
from  the  recruits.  When,  the  government  is  apprebenivc  of 
burdening  too  much  the  empire  by  frequent  and  ntsneroas 
levies,  the  naval  officer  fometimes  mult  be  content  with  fewer* 
and  even  with  no  dentfehiki  at  all* 

voyages 


voyages  this  allowance  is  increafed  #*  —  Formerly 
every  captain  whs  presented  by  the  crown  with  a 
fervice  of  filver-plate  j  but  this  cuftom  has  been 
lopg  left  ofE 

It  fc&rcely  need  T>e  mentioned,  that  the  officers 
Hot  only  take  precedence  according  to  their  rank,* 
fcut  whenever  that  is  equal,  it  is  fettled  by  feni*; 
orityf.  Thus,  for  inftauce,  efpccially  on  boar4 
of  large  ihips  where  there  are  ieveval  lieutenant* 
together,  the  elder  may  give  orders  to  the 
younger.  +—  A  captain-lieutenant  can  only  have 
the  command  of  a  frigate.  —  On  board  of  fhip 
the  navy-officer  has  the  command  over  the  landf 
officer,  even  ki  cafes  where 'the  latter  is  of  higher 
rank  p  * 

The  Jailors  are  divided  into  two  claffes:  to  the 
firft  belong  the  experienced,  at  eighteen  rublep 
per  annum  each;  but  tliofe  of  the  fecond  cla& 

•  In  the  Archipelago,  if  I  am  not  miftaken,  in  the  turkifh 
war  of  1770,  the  monthly  allowance  was  twelve  ruble*.    ' 

f  He  that  is  older  in  the  fervice  cannot  without  affront  be 
ordered  by  a  younger,  but  when  they  come  together  the  fetter 
ftMtft  rt&gn  the  command  to  the  former. 

X  Some  officers  of  the  army  unacquainted  with  this, '  aha 
what  is  more,  fome  officers  of  the  guards,  who  we're  on  boara 
the  galley-fleet  In  the  year  1789,  expreffed  at  m^  gfcat  a*ft&» 
nimment  and  took  umbrage  at  it.  The  latter,  particularly, 
thought  that  nobody  but  the  emprels  cfculd^-put  them  tinder 
arreft.  But  an  order  Toon  came  from  court  that  tad&ht  diem 
better.  J      r  I  "'    '"    *    f   *>'  ^'-I^*    *    **ri 

vol.  ix.  t  have 
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have  only  twelve.  It  is,  however,  lately  affirmed, 
that  the  tertial  *  of  each  of  the  firft  clafs  is  only 
three  rubles  fixty  kopeeks,  and  that  thofe  of  the 
fecond  receive  no  more  than  two  rubles  fifty  ko~ 
peeks,  which  amounts  annually  for  the  firft  to  ten 
rubles  thirty  kopeeks,  and  for  the  latter  to  feven 
rubles  fifty  kopeeks  f-  Moreover,  they  are  fed 
while  at  fea ;  but  when  on  fliore  each  receives  his 
ordinary  provifion,  as  in  the  land  fervice.  —  The 
failors  are  not  left  without  hopes  of  promotion, 
as  the  feveral  offices  and  polls  about  the  fliip  are 
conferred  upon  them  according  to  their  good  be- 
haviour. Any  one  V(ho  knows  how  to  write  has 
a  chance  of  being  advanced  to  be  fkipper,  iii 
which  capacity  he  has  the  care  of  the  fails,  cord- 
age, &c.  and  at  the  fame  time  is  raifed  to  the 
rank  of  a  captain  in  the  army,  (but  never  higher, ) 
and  yet  remains  flapper  as  before.  —  The  children 

i. .  *  Inftead  "of  quarterly  payments,  as  ofual  irr  England,  all 
officers  and  placemen  in  Ruifia,  whether  civil,  military,  naval, 
.or  ecclefiaftical,  receive  their  pay  by  tertials,  chat  is,  at  three 
-ftaied  times  in  the  year. 

f  This  account  is  from  the. mouth  of  a  very  credible  naval 

.officer  y  .but,  as  it  has  been  advanced  by  fome  travellers,  that 

.the  {Jailors  receive  fifteen  rubles  monthly,  it  muft  be  obferved, 
*     ' '  ^  * 

that  (his  ougljtnot  to  be  nnderftood  of  the  ordinary  pay;  only 

feme  free  people,,  who  came  and  offered  themfelves  to  ferve 
„pn  board  .the  galley-fleet,  received  monthly  from  eight  to 
fifteen  jubjes.  \  Even  the  turkilh  'prifonew,  wno  were  *&  Pe* 

terfbnrg,  tempted  by  this  great  pay,  offered  to  ferve  in  the 

galley-fleet. 
ovjuiI  ■:  of 
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of  the  failors  and  marines  are  kept  at  fchool,  and 
at  length  promoted  to  fteerfmen,  with  which  they 
likewife  may  have  the  rank  of  captain  in  the 
army,  but  without,  therefore,  laying  down  the 
poft  of  a  fteerfman,  -r-Toa  fhip  of  one  hundred 
guns  the  crew  is  ufually  reckoned  at  one  thou* 
fand  men,  in  which  are  included  failors,  marines, 
(who  are  commonly  called  battalions,)  and  the 
engineers  #.  But  the  crews  are  not  always  com- 
plete. 

The  harbours  for  the  fleet  have  been  already. 
mentioned,  nothing  more  therefore  need  here  be 
laid  of  them.  — The  expence  attending  the  main-. 
tenance  of  the  navy  was  formerly  eftimated  at. 
about  a  million  two  hundred  thoufand  rabies  3  in 
regard  to  which  we  are  to  conlider  that  many, 
articles  are  very  cheap  in  Rufiia,  and  that  the 
crews  are  paid  much  lefs  wages  than  in  other 
countries,  particularly  in  England.  At  prefent, 
as  a  greater  number  of  fleets  are  kept  up,  and  as 
they  confift  of  far  more  fhips  than  formerly,  the 
coft  muft  be  exceedingly  increafed* 

Ruffia  had  formerly  no  more  thpn^two  dock- 
yards, thofe  of  Petersburg  and  Archangel,  to 
which  have  latterly  been  added  thofe  of  Kherfon, 

*  The  fwedifli  officers  who  were  ta&en  prifoners  in  the  year 
1790,  confefled  that  the  ruffian  fleet  had  excellent  artillery* 
Their  own  fleet  was  in  want  of  artilleries ;  and  therefore  their 
cannon  did  far  left  injury  than  the  ruffian. 


r.  b 


t  2  Cron- 


if 6  rofccxs  or  tut  empire. 

Crtnftadt,  aud.Taurida.  The  fliip-yttrd  at  Khet~> 
fbn  was  aWblately  neceffary  while  there  wte  no 
better  place  at  which  to  build  fliipa  for  the 
Euxitie :  but  the  fituation  is  rather  inconvenient, 
ilot  only  becaufe  timber  there  muft  be  procured  at 
a  very  high  price,  but  aKb  chiefly  becaufe  large 
fhips  catinot  without  difficulty  be  brought  acrofe 
the  Liraan ;  for  which  purpofe  they  iflult  be  en- 
tirely unloaded  and  difmafted.  The  harbour*  of 
Taurida  afford  far  more  commodious  places  for 
dock-yards. 

At  Petersburg  and  Cronftadt  the  men  of  war 
art  conftrufted  of  oak,  tranfparted  thither  from 
the  regions  of  Kazan  at  a  great  expence.  la- 
deed,  ia  feverai  diftritts  much  nearer  fmgte  6ak- 
tlrees  are  found;  in  Lettland  and  in  ETthonia, 
particularly  hi  the  circle  of  Hapfal,  even  oak* 
fbrefta,  but  they  are  final!,  whereas  thofe  of  Kafran 
arftd  Votoftetch  are  of  pretty  large  growth.  Dtet 
Peter  I.  ordered  them  to  be  carefully  fpared  and 
encouraged  for  the  parpofes  of  foip-buiWhig. 
Accordingly  forefters  were  appointed,  who  hftd 
difcharged  ibldiers  router  them :  but  thefe  people 
1r*re  a  great  plague  to  the  inhabitants,  aftd  com* 
»itted  all  manner  of  exceflfes  aanongft  them # ; 

*  For  iiiftance,  thtf  Hirtw  aak-btmgh*  into  ffce  cl>«rt-yartb 
of  Ac  Tiirtars,  Wid  tlien  accufed  them  of  hating  tol  daw* 
daks ;  or  bbhtt  of  pork,  and  charged  them  *ith  htvtag  feej* 
Logs,  which  is  prohibited  by  the  metatftfaeda  lefigion,  *fe. 

» 

for 
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for  which  reafoa  they  were  abolifljed  in  the  year 
\76t  *•  However,  every  land-owner  i$  careful  of 
his  oaks,  ?fi  he  can  always  get  a  good  price  for 
them.  In  Peter/burg  every  pood  of  oak-timber, 
including  the  expense  of  tranjport,  fell*  fof  $f- 
teen  to  twenty-five  kopecks. 

At  Archangel  the  ihips  are  built  of  the  wood  of 
the  larch-tree  f,  which  is  very  cheap ;  a  quantity 
futficicnt  for  the  conftru&ion  of  a  £bip  of  fixty 
guns  cofts  there,  if  purchased  with  integrity  and 
caution,  about  three  thoufand  rubles,  and  per- 
haps fomewhat  more.  But  for  particular  parts  Qf 
the  veffel  oak-timber  is  ufed,  which  is  alfo  brought 
thither  from  the  precin&s  of  Kazan  %. 

Though  oak-timber  is  fo  dear  at  PeterfBurg, 
yet  twenty  years  ago  enough  for  a  ftip  of  eighty 


;•  in  the  earlier  editions  of  his  Geography*  men- 
tions a  fcrefter  till  in  1770  in  the  diitrift  of  Kazan*  k  is 
poffible  that  there  might  be  one*  but  the  office  was  aboUJhal 
in  1762. 

f  Some  german  writers  are  of  opinion  that  if  the  larch  aflbrd 
not  better  timber  than  the  oak,  it  is  at  leaft  as  good ;  this  I 
leave  undecided,  bat  I  doubt  it  very  much.  At  times  the  fir  Is 
ufed  with  the  larch  in  considerable  quantities* 

t  Mr.  Bufching,  in  the  lair,  edition  of  his  Geography, 
commits  a  flight  miftake  ip  faying  that  at  Archangel  the 
{hips  are  built  of  the  oak-timber  growing  there.  No  oaks 
at  all  grow  there,  as  I  have  been  uniformly  told  by  officers 
belonging  to  the  yard,  as  well  as  by  our  worthy  country- 
man the  late  Mr.  Yeames,  who  was  mafteHhip-biiilder  there 
far  many  year*. 

T  3  guns 


/ 
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guns  might  be  had  for  only  about  ten  thoufand 
rubles ;  and  the  fir-timber  for  a  light  veffel  (ketch, 
pink,  or  yacht)  capable  of  carrying  from  twenty 
to  thirty  cannons,  about  nine  hundred  rubles. 
However,'  from  the  great  confumption  of  it  fince, 
wafte,  neglect,  and  other  caufes,  the  price  of  it 
now  is  greatly  raifcd ;  the  timbers  for  one  of  thefe 
light  veflfels  can  perhaps  hardly  be  got  by  the 
crown  for  two  thoufand  rubles.  A  half-chebeck 
completely  finiflied  cofts  it  now  about  twelve 
thoufand;  but  a  fliip  of  the  line  of  one  hundred 
guns  fully  equipped,  at  leaft  one  hundred  thou-r 
fand  rubles*    or  even  more, 

I 

ft 

■ 

*  This,  however,  Is  only  to  be  underftood  of  the  laft  waic 
formerly  every  thing  was  much  cheaper,  as  the  crown  employed 
its  own  people  as  workmen*  but  fince,  by  reafon  of  the  great 
increafe  of  bufinefs,  it  is  obliged  to  hire  Grangers,  who,  ac- 
cording to  their  capacities  receive  wages  pnheard  of  at  the 
yards  there.  It  was  well  known  however,  and  the  emprefs 
'fcnew  it  herfelf,  that  great  impofitipns  were  pra&ifed  in  making 
the  contrafts,  and  in  many  other  particulars.  It  was.  this  tha t 
.cccafioned  admiral  fir  Charles  Knowles,  while  he  was  in  that 
country  to  tell  her  majeily,  that  the  expence  and  wafte  was 
fuch,  that  if  her  whole  empire  was  made  of  wood,  the  people 
at  the  yards  would  find  means  to  confume  it  all  and  ruin  her 
exchequer  belides ;  adding,  that  he  woul4  engage  to  fetch  all 
the  materials  for  fhip-  building  from  Ruflia,  pay  the  duties  upon 
them,  and  deliver  to  her  from  England  fhips  completely 
equipped  at  much  lefs  coil  than  they  ftqod  her  in  at  her  own 
dock-yards.  —  Among  other  rumours  it  was  faid  that  a  certain 
chancery  had  formerly  given  in  a  report  that  the  ftores  in  th+ 

'■'.'■'  maga- 
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It  has  been  more  than  once  obferved  by  former 
writers,  that  the  oak-timber  of  Ruffia  and  of  the 
north,  in  general,  is  not  fo  durable  as  in  other! 
countries.  This  however  is  not  affented  to  by; 
others,  who  affirm  that  probably  negligence  and 
want  of  attention,  in  concurrence,  with  the  freflr 
water  of  the  Neva,  may  greatly  contribute  to  aj 
premature  corruption*;  for  they  aifert.it  to  be  a: 
well-known  fa&,  that  if  oak*  timber  be  felled  withr 
due  precaution  and  at  the  proper  feafon,  then  fet 


inagaaines  were  fpoilt ;  having  received  the  wifhed-for  order 
to  fell  them  all  to  the  public,  certain  perfons  of  that  office,  by 
meant  of  their  confidents,  bought  ail  the  beft  at  a  very  low 
price ;  then,  by  a  podrad  (contract)  with  the  fame  chancery, 
ftruck  a  bargain  for  new  deliveries,  and  fent  back  to  the  maga* 
zines  the  very  materials  at  a  very  high  price  which  they  haw 
declared  to  be  fpoilt.  *-~  Of  numberlefs  impositions  of  the  fame 
nature  Catharine  II,  had  too  much  fagacity  not  to  be  aware  t 
but  (he  did  not  know  rightly  how  to  help  herfelf;  (be  confidered 
them  as  things  of  a  like  nature  have  been  ponfidered  jn  other 
countries,  as  the  cheefe- parings  and  candle-ends  of  a  great 
{tottery.  —  Many  a,  cable  and  many  an  anchor  have  been  loft 
and  fupplied  in  the  firft  port  after  leaving  Cronfladt  in  3 
favouring  breeze,  and  many  a  fiii;  of  fails  has  been  blown  away 
|n  extremely  fine  weather. 

+  They  think  particularly  that  fopie  of  the  fault  may  lie  in 
the  choice  of  the  timber  and  in  the  working  it  up ;  the  latter 
is  done  perhaps  too  haftily  and  without  proper  infpeflion :  the 
former  being  delivered  by  pod>ad,  the.  feller  very  ealily  finds! 
means  for  hood-winking  the  receiver.  It  has  not  uufrequently 
happened  that  (hips  immediately  after  the  lauqcji  have  been, 
pronounced  unferviceable. 

T  4  to 
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to  dry  in  the  fhade  and  under  cover,  and  laftly 
laid  for  a  time  in  falt-water  to  fbak,  it  acquire* 
its  due  degree  of  durability.  The  admiralty  has 
not  been  inattentive  to  this  important  objed,  by 
propofuig  a  premium  to  the  beft  literary  produc- 
tions upon  it  *  The  frefiMUtter  f  cannot  paiftWy 
be  avoided  while  Cronftadt  is  the  only  iafe  and 
{pacious  harbour  for  the  fleet.  Were  ^Rqggerryk 
ia  Efihoriia  put  into  a  proper  condition  it  would 
no  longer  need  to  lie  in  frdh-water,  +*-  Some  think 
it  probable  that  at  Reval  §  a  better  harbour  than 
that  of  Cronftadt  might  be  had,  in  regard  to  the 
Water,  if  oply  half  the  money  were  to  be  laid  out 

t  *  One  of  tfcefe  was  obtained  by  pallor  GraffVoan  U  iho  yeat 
i?79  for  hi*  diffetfatlon  on  tha  long  duration  of  (bip»tix*btr  3 
#tt  wtiea  fiibjcft  he  publiflied  4  larger  work  ia  1790. 

f  Admiral  Knowles  faic}  that  tha  frefii-water  of  the  Neva 
Was  left  injtmoks  to  the  ftvips  than  a  number  of  ia)t*wattr  track* 
that  K«  could  mdfttion. 

J  The  unfurmountable  oblfacles  which  the  late  emprefii 
met  with  in  the  prcrfecution  of  this  grand  and  expotiflre  an- 
dertaking,  made  her  refold  on  abandoning  the  projee?  in 
iheyeari;^, 

$  It  was  rumoured  at  St.  Petersburg  that  propofats  had  been, 
made  for  enlarging  the  harbour  at  Reval.  Undoubtedly  it 
might  be  enlarged,  and,  at  no  very  enormoas  exptnee:  but 
Ae  qu  eft  ion  is,  whether  it  wotffd  afford  a  proper  fecdrity 
again  ft  Rorms,  There  is  one  difficulty  at  Reval  as  waH  as  at 
tronftadtj  that  the  lea  in  the  faring  is  rather  late  in  being 
freed  from  ice.  This  presents  the  (hips  from  ranning  out  early, 
The  cafe  k  very  different  *t  Roggervyk, 

upoq 
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upon  it  that  has  been  expended  at  Boggervyk.  — » 
Perhaps  it  would  be  poffible  to  make  a  good  har- 
bour in  the  bey  towards  Vyborg. 

In  regard  to  the  fliip-yards  it  remains  to  be 

mentioned,   that  the  ihips  at   Petersburg   and 

Archangel  are  built  in  docks,  and  then  launched 

from  the  flocks,  by  which  method  a  (hip  is  liable 

to  fuflfer  great  damage  * ;  whereas  at  Cronftadt, 

when  the  ihip  is  ready,  water  is  let  into  the  canal, 

and  it  floats  out  without  any  poflibility  of  hurt  -*- 

The  dock-yards  at  Archangel  are  not  in  the  town, 

imt  at  five  rerfe  diiiance  from  it  on  an  ifland  ra 

the  Dvina,  naihed  Solombol  f,  pretty  large  and 

inhabited  by  people  that  belong  to  the  yards ;  but 

all  the  houfes  are  of  timber,  though  two  ftories 

high,  6n  aecount  of  the  frequent  inundations  to 

which  it  is  fubjeft  in  the  fpring.     Oppofite  to  it, 

on  the  other  fide  of  the  river,  dwell  the  pilots. 

{Slips  that  are  ready,  and  yet  are  not  immediately 

ordered  to  fea,  as  it  would  be  inopoffible  for  them 

to  winter  in  the  river  on  account  of  the  current 

of  ice  at  its  breaking  up,  are  conduced  thirty 

Yftffb  higher  up,  where  they  hate  a  fort  of  har~ 

*  This  happened  not  many  years  fince  to  a  frigate  at  Arch- 
angel, a*  lis  was  hunching  tot  broke  her  back  and  then ,  beat 
(a  one  of  her  hows  by  running  againft  the  pier,  To  that  {he  was 
obliged  to  undergo  a  thorough  repair. 

f  Bufchiag  cajb  it  Solorabal,  and  not  an  ifland*  but  a  fait  of 
the  town  of  Archangel  A  ycry  trifling  error,  only  juft  worth 
this  notice. 

hour 
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hour  between  the  iflands  *     There  is  a  kind  of 
•fort  with  a  garrifon ;  but  without  that,  its  fitua* 
tion,  and  the  parts  adjacent,   and  the  nature  of 
the  channel,  render  it  fecure  enough  again  ft  any 
hoftile  attempts.     At  this  place  too  always  lie  a 
great  number  of  tranfport*veffels,    for  carrying 
cannon,  ftores,  provifions,  &c.  to  the  men  of  war, 
when  they  are  to  be  fitted  out  for  fea,  from  the 
magazines  at. Archangel.     The  complete  equip- 
ment, however,  cannot  be  done  there,  nor  nearer 
than  feventy  verfts  from  Solombol,  in  the  diftrift 
where  the  light-houfe  (lands.     To  that  place  the 
fhip  rauft  be  condu6ted  by  pilots,  becaufe  the  pro- 
per  channel,  notwithftanding  the  breadth  of  the 
river,  is  extremely  narrow  and  abounds  in  ihoals; 
and  there  is  particularly  a  large  fand-bank  which: 
requires  very  nice  management.     All  things  con- 
.fidered  therefore  the  conftruction  and  equipment 
of  men  of  war  are  here  attended  with  many  incon- 
veniences ;  to  which  is  ft  ill  to  be  added,  thai  by 
the  inundations  which  occafionally  arife  on  the 
ifland  many  of  the  materials  and  ftores  are  carried 
•away  and.  loft,  or  great  damages  are  qtfrervife  fuf- 
tained  by  the  crown  —  But  how  different  from  all 
.this  is  Cronftadtf, 

Though  Rufiia  has  always  had  a  fleet  through- 
out the  prefent  century,  yet  whether  from  want  of 

« 

*  Probably  this  is  the  place  which  Bufchin  calls  Lapominka. 

t  Of  which  we  Have  given'  a  fufficicnt  defcription  already 
in  our  firil  volume. 

"  '    •  opportunity 
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opportunity  or  want  of  management,  it  never  dis- 
played its  force  and  confequence  under  any  of  the 
former  feigns  *  But  the  navy  under  Catha- 
rine Ilr  in  the  two  laft  wars  againft  the  Turks  and 
in  that  againft  the  JSwedes,  manifefted  to  the 
world  what  it  could  do,  and  tf ith  what  brave  peo- 
ple it  was  manned.  The  conceit  that  they  were 
not  trained  till  the  war  of  1 770,  is  confuted  by 
the  tranfa&ions  of  that  period,  For  the  ruffian 
fleet  did  not  then  gradually  learn  to  gain  a  battle, 
but  fet  out  at  once  by  defeating  an  enemy  with  a 
far  greater  number  of  fhips,  and  fhortly  afterwards 
annihilated  his  navy  |.  The  fleet  with  oars  was 
not  indeed  brought  out  in  the  former  of  the  two 
turkilh  wars,  and  yet  was  able  to  bid  defiance  to 
Sweden  in  regard  to  experienced  feamen, 

•  It  has  been  affirmed  by  eye-witnefles,  who  ferved  in  the 
war  of  Finland,  in  the  reign  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  that  the 
galley-fleet  was  at  that  time  very  inactive  againft  the  Swedes, 
frequently  being  at  a  lofs  to  know  what  to  do,  retreating  fome- 
tjmes  with  timidity,  and  cautioufly  avoiding  all  poffibility  of 
pooling  to  an  engagement;  till  general  Keith  bore  dowa 
amongft  them  and  bronght  them  into  order.  To  which  the/ 
added,  that  many  of  the  officers  betrayed  the  moft  confummate 
ignorance  in  maritime  affairs. 

+  The  notion  that  foreign  officers  have  had  the  greater  fhare 
;n  every  fignal  tranfa&ion  is  nothing  to  the  purpofe :  for  they 
have  never  been  commanders  in  chief ;  and  even  if  that  had  been 
the  cafe  they  could  have  done  but  little  if  the  fleet  were  in  bad 
condition.  As  they  were  navigating  feas  where  the  ruffian  flag 
Jiad  never  before  been  difplayed,  it  was  farely  neceflaryto  pro- 
vide themfelves  with  foreign  officers  who  were  acquainted  with 
f  hofe  feas. 

1  A* 
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As  the  emprefi,  even  in  the  midft  of  peace,  wa* 
alway*  building  new  fhips  of  war  at  various  places, 
which  only  waited  for  crews  for  being  able  to  ap- 
pear at  fea,  feveral  of  tlvem  were  kept  ever  m  rea* 
dmef*  at  Archangel ;  and  as,  befides,  two  navi<j* 
wtrre  then  maintained,  of  the  Baltic  and  the  Eux- 
me,  it  w&  difficult  to  afcertain  the  precife  number. 
of  *H  the  men  of  war  from  private  accounts* 
Howtra,  Beaufort  *  greatly  exaggerate*  the  mat. 
ter,  by  affirming  that  Rutiia,  in  the  year  1787, 
had  a  marine  confining  of  one  hundred  fhips  of 
tbe  line.  Not  even  about  the  year*  1 790  and 
1791,  though  at  that  time  all  the  ihip-yards  were 
fully  employed,  could  fte  number  io  many,  even 
fbould  we  take  into  the  account  the  large  frigate* 
which  might  aft  with  thofe  of  the  line.  For,  %c* 
cording  to  an  authentic  ftatement  made  by  feveral 
eye-witnefles,  there  lay  in  the  year  17&1,  to  be 
reidy  in  cafe  of  emergency,  not  far  from  Cronftadt 
thirty-two  fhips  of  the  line,  and  ten  large  frigates, 
which  were  capable  of  being  placed  in  the  Line, 
with  att  the  neceffary  tranfports  f ,  and  a  row-fleet 
eonfifting  of  two  hundred  and  forty  gaffies ;  aH 
excellently  equipped  and  manned :  befides  feveral 
men  of  war  that  were  left  behind  unrigged  m  the 
IBQle  of  Cronftadt,  and  fome  entirely  new  at  Arch- 
angel    But  at  that  time  it  appeared  by  the  Pe* 

* 

♦  IftMsGrMApofttAoilkffflitiqtt. 

+  The  Hamburg  gazettes  of  1791  fpeak  of  thirty  three  line 
of  battle  fhips,  (among  them  fire  of  one  hundred  gtins)  ftxteea 
fiigates,  and  twenty- four  cutters, 

terfburg- 


rax  vayt*  tea 

terfcufg-gaiette,  that  in  the  laft  engagement  with 
the  Turks  July  31,  1791,  there  were  in  the  Era* 
ine  fifteen  flup*>  two  frigates,  two  bomb-ketches* 
cm«  repeating  tranfport,  one  fite-ihip,  and  fere** 
teen  cruize?*.  At  the  fame  tune  in  the  Arehipe* 
lago,  by  the  Hamburgh-gatfette,  the  ruflkn  fleet 
«6n(Hted  of  twelve  fhips,  which  it  is  well  known 
Vere  not  of  the  line  *.  * 

In  1795  the  fleet  fitted  out  at  Cronftadt  to 
crnife  m  the  Baltic  confifted  of  (ik  fliipb  of  4n* 
hundred  guns ;  ten  of  feventy-tfour  guns,  three  of 
incty-fix  guns,  fix  frigates,  and  two  cutters*  Tin 
auxiliary  fleet  fent  to  England  by  the  eutpftift  watf 
compofed  of  four  fhips  o£  feventy-four  guns,  eight 
of  fixty-fix  guns,  fix  frigates,  and  two  cutters. 

The  ftate  of  the  ruffian  fleet  at  Sevaflopol  in  the 
fpring  of  1 796,  after  all  the  old  veffels  had  been 
condemned,  was  as  follows : 

1  fhip  of  90  guns        -  -    90 

1    80  -         -         -        -     80 

3    74  222 

6    64         ....   384 


1 1  /hips  of  the  line  776 

8  large  frigates  362 


19  Total     1,138  guns 

*  What  figure  this  force,  accuftomed  to  encounter  the  fwediik. 
fleet,  would  have  made  again  ft  that  which  the  cabinet  of  Londo* 
threatened  to  fend  into  the  Baltic,  mnft  be  now  left  entirely  to 
conjeftarc. 

befides 


280 


*HE  IfAVr* 


befides  thofe  on   the  flocks,    which    are   now 
finiihed 

The  flotilla  at  Odiffa,  or  Khogia-bay,  confided 
altogether  of  twenty-five  very  large  and  fixty  vef- 
fels of  inferior  magnitude  to  be  ufed  .as  tranfport- 
veffels  for  conveying  the  troops. 
.  Thefe  veffels  are  fixty-four  to  feventy  feet  in 
length,  draw  fix  feet  water  when  loaded,  and  carry 
one  very  large  cannon.  They  are  rigged  with  a 
lattin  fail  and  jib,  and  are  provided  with  twenty- 
four  oars ;  befides  thefe,  there  are  in  thefe  ports  a 
great  number  of  other  tranfports,  bomb-ketches, 
ichooners,  brigs,  &c. 


>  v         * 
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RUSSIAN    EMPIRE. 


BOOK    VII. 

REVENUES    OP   THE   EMPIRE. 

IT  is  no  wonder  if  foreigners  entertain  miftaken 
notions  of  the  revenues  of  Ruflia,  fince  in  the 
country  itfelf  they  are  not  to  be  accurately  afcer- 
tained,  not  even  in  the  office  of  the  treafurer-ge- 
neral*.  Because  the.  fums  which  are  there 
brought  to  account  are  only  a  part,  though  a 
very  confiderable  part  of  them. 

The  empire  has  fources  which  though  extremely 
-productive  do  not  properly  cpme  under  the  head 
of  the  dated  revenue,   but  principally  belong  t6 

* 

proprietary  eftabliihments.  For,  1.  the  nett  in- 
comes flow  into  various  places  and  departments, 

*  Nor  wae  any  imperiat  high-treafurer  appointed ;  the  gene* 
fal-procureor,  prince  Vifcmlky,  nlwayt  executed  that  office.    • 

where 
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where  they  cannot  be  accurately  eftimated :  lome 
direftly  into  the  ^prfcfi's  own  privy  purfe ;  for 
inftance,  the  profits  arifing  from  the  filver-mines 
of  Kolhyvan  and  Nertfchinfk,  which  belong  to 
the  crown ;  othert  go  to  the  college  of  war,  others 
again  to  the  medical  college,   &c.     2.  Many  par- 
ticular incomes  (or  which  are  properly  regarded 
as  fuch)  are  affigned  in  perpetuity  inftead  of  pay, 
therefore  in  fome  meafure  cannot  be  calculated,  as 
not  being  carried  to  account  not  even  in  the  high- 
treafurer's  office ;  for  inftance,  the  beneficial  fifhery. 
of  the  river  Ural  granted  to  the  ural  Kozaks.     3. 
Some  confift  in  deliveries  in  kind,  which  are  either 
not  valued  at  all  or  charged  at  a  very  low  price, 
Of  this  fort  are  the  arende-corn  *  of  the  crown- 
lands,  and  the  rations  of  corn  and  hay  from  all 
private  and  public  eftates ;  the  latter  is,  indeed, 
compenfated  by  the  poll-tax  f,  but  the  crown  has 
neverthelefe  confiderable  profit  out  of  it.  4.  Many 

•  Arendator,  or  arrendator,  in  Livonia*  Efthonta,  &c.  is  a 
farmer  of  the  farms,  that  is,  he  contra&s  with  the  crown  for  the 
rents  of  the  farms ;  crown-arendator  is  one  who  rents  an  eftate 
tekukging  to  the  crown.  ly  the  term  arende  is  implied  both 
Ike  eftate  that  is  let  cmt  and  the  Aim  for  which  it  is  let.  Afende- 
corn  is  corn  paid  as  rent  by  admodiation. 

+  The  occupier  receives  of  the  crown  in  the  compeaGition  for 
a  chetvert  of  rye,  which  in  1789  was  worth  more  than  eight 
tubles,  only  two  rabies,  and  muft  betides  carry  it  fometimes  one 
hundred  and  twenty  or  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  to  Riga. 
How  muck  wottkl  it  c*ft  &•  crown  If  it  had  *o  bvtf  *f  the  rye 
in  the  country,  aid  convoy  it  thither  by  hiftdttttom? 

4  provinces 
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provinces  and  diftri&s,  in  lieu  of  all  of  foitte  pub-* 
lie  taxes,  perform  certain  fervices,  which  are  never 
calculated  among  the  revenues,  but,  by  thofe  who 
would  give  the  real  amount  of  them,  mull  neceff 
ferily  be  confidered  as  equivalent  to  money. 
Thus,  all  the ,  Don-kozaks,  with  the  Various  dif* 
tin6fc  branches  of  them,  befides  other  immunities 
granted  them,  pay  no  public  impofts  whatever,: 
but  in  return  perform  military  jbrvice*  The  Tep«* 
terey,  confifting  of  Tartars,  Tfchuvafches,  and 
Tfcheremiffes,  who  in  the  province  of  Ufa  are 
numbered  at  upwards  of  thirty  thouiand  heads, 
pay  but  a  very  trifling  capitation  tax  ; .  then  they 
are  in  coniideration  of  that,  obliged  to  furnifh  the 
crown  with  carriages  for  the  tranfport  of  the  rock* 
fait  of  Iletzk  *.  At  the  mines  of  KolhyvamH 
Vofkrefenfk  forty-eight  thoufand.  crown *boors. ex- 
ecute certain  works  inftead  of  their  poll-tax;  but 
neither  their  labour  nor  their  head-money  can  be 
entered  in  the  accounts  of  the  high-treafurera 
office  as  incomings*  .5.  Spme  tribes  pay  their 
tribute,  at  lead  partly,  in  furs  or  in  hides.  Thefe 
latter  are  for  the  army-confumption,  and  therefore 
cannot  be  entered  in  any  money-account.  6. 
Many  incomings  are  fubje&  to  great  fiu&uations, 
fuch  as  the  duties,  the  produce  of  the  mines,  &c. 
7.  With  fome  others,  after  deducting  the  cofts  and 
charges,  which  properly  come  under  the  head  of 

•  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  U  p.  17. 

vol.  11.  u  «.      expenditure 
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expenditure,  the  bare  profit  is  received,  as  at  parti- 
cular raine-tf orks,  the  copper  coinage,  &c.  but  with 
other*  again  not :  accordingly  great  uncertainty 
TOuft  arife  in  the  calculation.  8.  Certain  produ&a 
which  the  crown  receives  from  its  domains,  as, 
ftwhle  and  precious  ftones ;  alfo  certain  wrought 
goods  for  the  army  and  navy,  as,  cannon-balls 
tram  the  miseries,  are  not  duffed  among  the  ar- 
ticles of  income,  tjiough  they  certainly  are  of  that 
feature.  9.  Confiderablc  Swings,  which  in  other 
countries  cannot  be  made,  ought  to  be  regarded 
3$  income,  for  example,  the  low  pay  of  the  foldiera 
apd  failons,  wiiii  many  other  things  and  peculia- 
rities of  the  fame  kind,  that,  to  avoid  prolixity, 
muH>  be  omitted*;  which,  hqwevcr,  fhould  be 
jpougfetinto  account,  or  we  fhall  be  continually 
liable  to  miftake :  and  even  could  we  get  fight  of 
all  the  recounts  of  the  treafury,  the  mere  in- 
fpe&ion  of  the  money  paid  in  would  never  put  u» 
in  condition,  to  dfaw  a  comparifon  between  the 
pjal  reronjues  of  Ruflia  and  thofe  of  other  king- 
doms. 

Wo  need  not,  therefore,  be  furpriaed  that  fo- 
reign-writers have  eftimated  the  ruffian  revenues 
either  very  erroneoufiy,  or  extremely  different  one 

*  Thus  only  to  bring*  one  example,  in  the  ruffian  army  there 
i**o. camp-bakery :;  evtry  fbldier  h  )\h  own  baker.  A  hole 
which  he  digs  m  the  earth,  having  covered  the  bottom  with  a 
rum  mat,  ferves  him  nrft  for  a  kneading-trough,  and  then  for 
his  oven. 

&  ...  from 
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from  afiQtlicr,  and  that  we  aie  to  place  tm  confi* 
de nee  in  their  ftattonents.  Some  eftiimtte  them 
at  not  more  than  ten  millions,  while  otherrf  fbr 
the  year  1788  make  therp  amount  to  eighteen* 
Mr.  Bufching  proceeds  with  great  aautkm:  be 
fpecifies  the  fourcet  and  the  branches  of  the  tdr 
vemie ;  but,  in  the  former  editions  of  his  Geo* 
graphy,  he  dates  them  in  the  year  1770  to  hate 
been  only  (hctedn,  and  in  the  later  edftiofii  be  ftts 
them  down  at  twenty-four  millions.  This  latter 
ftatement  he  fbpports  cm  *  very  faAkoioui  hypo* 
thefts;  he  fays,  becaufe  the  national  revenue 
daring  the  reign  of  the  etnpreft  EluaWtk 
Amounted  to  ten  millions*,  and  the  dmprefs  Go* 
tharine  II.  in  the  preamble  to  her  ukafe  concern* 
ing  the  imperial  lombajrd  of  the  year  1786,,  declares 
that  without  burdening  the  people  it  is  at  prdfent 
more  than  twice  as  much  as  when  Hi*  sfoeftcfol 
the  throne  |,  he  thinks  himfotf  authorifod  to  fet  it 

down 

*  How  would  it  be  poffible  to  admit  this  ftatement  as  ac- 
curate ?  the  maintenance  of  the  army  and  navy  alone  woul£ 
require  the  whole  of  it,  without  mentioning  the  other  great 
national  expences. *—  Frederic  II.  in  his  pofthumous  works, 
tern.  kp.  57,  eftimates  the  revenue  of  Ruffia,  jb  early  aathe 
reign  of  the  emprefs  Anna,  at  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  mil- 
lions; which  Aim  may  be  correct,  by  taking  into  account  only 
the  fpecie  that  flowed  into  the  imperial  coffers ;  but  afterwards 
it  is  well  known  to  have  been  greatly  increased :  how  theh 
could  it  have  confifted  of  nt>  more  than  ten  miHfoas  in  tile  reign 
of  Elizabeth? 

f  This  the  etrrprefs  dechtrts  etpittklf,  But  wjtfisttt  after** 
tuning  how  much  the  revenue  amounted  to  on  her  acceffion 

v  ?  to 
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down  at  twenty-four  millions  *.  But,  as  we  have 
already  feen,  the  opinion,  that  in  the  firft  quarter 
of  the  eighteenth  century  it  was  only  at  nine  mil- 
lions is  erroneous,  therefore  neither  can  the  adduced 
ten  millions  be  properly  ufed  as  a  ftandard.  — 
The  Gotha-calendar  of  1790  comes  fomewhat 
nearer  the  mark  by  ftating  the  revenue  at  about 
thirty-five  millions.  The  like  fum  has  been 
adopted  by  the  author  of  the  ftatiftic  Survey,  at 
the  fame  time  making  the  juft  remark,  that  there 
are  ftili  extraordinary  t  revenues  confiding  of  the 
gratuitous  performance  of  fervices  and  delivery  of 
produds ;  that  thefe  are  not  included  in  the  above 
fuin,  and  that  ten  millions  in  Rufiia  will  go  much 
farther  than  thirty  of  equal  value  would  in  France. 
—  Mr.  Coxe  is  far  more  accurate  than  all  thofe 
authors,  in  eftimating  the  national  revenue  of 
Ruffiaat  41,830,910  rubles,  though  even  this  fum 
does  not  reach  to  the  full  amount  p 

Under 


to  the  throne.    On  this  latter  point  the  ftatiftical  problem 
fonts. 

*  It  almoft  feems  as  if  Mr.  Bufching  even  had  fonie  fcruple 
in  eftimating  the  fum  fo  high. 

*r  Not  for  the  fake  of  cavilling  about  words,  bnt  for  folid 
reafont*  the  exprefiion  here  feems  not  to  be  quite  adequate. 

t  t  He  adds,  however,  "  But  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how 
"  the  emprefs  is  able  to  maintain  the  magnificence  of  her  court; 
"  the  number  of  public  inftitutions;  the  numerous  buildings 

"  which 
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Under  fome  few  of  the  former  fovereigns  it  is 
not  impoffible  that  the  whole  revenue  Aould  have 
confifted  of  no  more  than  nine  or  ten  millions,  as 
it  was  not  only  fufficient  for  all  the  ordinary  ex-> 
penditure,  but  Peter  I.  Anna,  and  Elizabeth  car- 
ried on  expenlive  wars  without  incurring  any  na- 
tional debt,  and  at  the  fame  time  executed  great 
public  works  which  coft  immefnfe  fums,  of  which 
we  need  only  mention  the  Ladoga-canal  and  the 
docks  and  canals  at  Cronliadt.  —  But  Catha- 
rine II.  executed  infinitely  more  coftly  under- 
takings, to  which  enormous  fums  were  employed. 
What  muft  have  been  her  difburfements  on  ac- 
count  of  wars,  colonifts,  fumptuous  buildings,  the 
ereftion  of  new  and  the  embelKfliment  of  old 
towns,  in  monuments,  feminaries  of  education 
extended  and  increafed,  loan-banks,  the  falaries  in 
the  viceroyalties,  donations  of  various  kinds,  and 
a  thoufand  other  particulars.  Hence  we  may 
conclude,  that  the  revenue  for  her  eftabliihments 
muft  have  been  far  greater  than  formerly,  or  as 
the  emprefs  exprefled  it  herfelf,  more  than  twice 


•'  which  arc  continually  creeling  at  her  expence  (*) ;  the 
"  liberality  with  which  (he  encourages  the  arts  and  fciences ; 
the  purchafes  which  (he  is  continually  making  in  every  coun- 
try in  Europe,  and  the  immenfe  donations  which  (he  confers 
upon  the  moft  favoured  of  her  fubjecW  Travels,  vol.  iii. 
p.  34.7.  8vo.  edit. 


(*)  In  time  of  peace  her  majesty  allots  atleaft  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
'per  annum  for  the  porpofes  of  building. 

v  3  as 
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33  much.     Indeed  fte  remitted  a  great  many 
duties  or  takes,  forty-fevcu  of  the**  at  one  time 
by  as  nk«ie  of  Mwb  17,  1775,  and  afterwards 
ten  nftorc  by  an  uk*fe  of  June  $8>  1777,  confid- 
ing not  of  trifles,  though  even  *  fiqall  impq& 
when  pa id  by  numerous  futge&s  of  a  large  empire^ 
amounts  to  a  considerable  fum ;  but  feveral  were 
of  confequence,  for  inftance,  the  tenths  of  all 
mines  belonging  to  the  fubj§#$,  together  with  the 
taxes  on  the  fbjgea,  &c. ;  fte  likewife  ^bottS^ed 
many  of  the  antient  farms,  fiich  as,  that  of  the 
capture  of  feardogs  on  the  Baikal,  and  even  fame 
of  the  monopolies  enjoyed  by  the  crwn,  for  fuch 
were  formerly  among  others  certain  articles  of  the. 
commerce  with  China  which  w$re  refcrved  en- 
tirely for  the  caravans  of  th«  crown,  particuJarly 
all  forts  of  fine  furs,  but  this  entirely  ceded  by  im- 
perial command,  and  the  trade  was  laid  open* 
Yet  on  the  other  hand  the  imperial  tteafury  waa 
a  gainer;  for,  only  to  particularize  in  fome  in- 
ftances,  the  finances  were  increafed,   1.  from  the 
acquifitione  and  cQnquefts ;  S.  by  the  great  exten-i 
fian  and  encouragement  of  commerce ;    3,  by 
curtailing  the  eftates  belonging  to  the  bifhops, 
the  monafteries,.  and  the  churches,  whereby  tliQ 
crown  not  only  got  a  great  number  of  boors,  with 
large  tra&s  of  arable  land  and  fcrefts,  but  other 
lucrative  matters,  as,  the  fak-works  near  Irkutsk, 
which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Vblkrefenfkian- 
monaften',  and  certain  merchants  of  the  place ; 

4  by 
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4.  by  raifing  the  obit* ;  5.  by  rendering  the  polt- 
tax  more  general,  which  muft  now  be  puid  by  the. 
prorinces  of  the  Baltic,  of  Little  Ruifca,  and  the 
antient  flobodes*  which  were  formerly  exempt; 
6.  by  the  new  duties,  in  all  of  which  a  very  conv 
ftderable  difference  was  obferved;  thus,  for  ex- 
ample, at  Reval  in  1768,  they  amounted  only  W 
17,163   rubles   34  i   kopeeks,   but    in    1787    to 
190, 198  rubies  56i  kopeeks ;  7-  by  better  regula- 
tion at  the  mines ;  thus  we  learn  from  an  authen- 
tic ftatement,  that  from  the  mines  of  Kcdhyvan  in 
17^0  only  264  pood  of  filver  containing  eight 
pood  of  pure  gold  were    font   to    Peterfbmrg; 
whereas  in  1779  there  came  809  pood  containing* 
twenty-four  pood  of  pure  gold ;  8,  fcy  reforms  itv 
regard  to  other  impofts,  &c. 

It  would  be  mere  oftentation  to  pretend  bene  ttf 
give  a  ftri&ly  accurate  or  even  a  fatis&Aory  ftate-^ 
ment  of  the  national  revenue  * ;  but  wte  will  ftate 
it  more  precifely  than  has  hitherto  been  don*  by 
any  foreigner ;  not  indeed  from  archural  f  accounts^ 

.  nor 

•  Thus  the  treafurer,  as  the  prefent  receiver,,  in  roanjf 
provinces,  has  no  right  to  force  the  people  to  pay  their 
poll-tax  in  one  entire  Turn,  Or  to  deliver  it  at  dated  times,  but 
mud  receive  it  in  whatever  portions  and  at  whatever  times  i%  \i 
brought* 

f  No  private  perfon  can  expeft  to  get  fummajy  f  xtraft* 
from  all  the  chanceries  that  keep  aocoant  of  jeceiptt,  or  from 
the  treafurer's  office.  In  many  of  the  chanceries,  though  not 
in  all,  a  great  myftery  is  made  of  matters  which  every  body 

V4  might 
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nor  yet  in  hypothetical  and  conjectural  numbers, 
but  from  incontrovertible  fads,  as  delivered  by 
perfons  of  undoubted  veracity  on  the  fpot  The 
totals  will  be  found  in  fome  cafes  to  refute  pre- 
conceived opinions,  and  .in  others  to  exceed  ex- 
pectation. —  It  will  be  neceffary,  firft,  to  inquire 
fronv  what  fources  the  revenues  flow.  Thefe 
are: 

-.1.  The  head-money,  to  which  the  burghers, 
(but  not  merchants, )  the  odnodvortzi,  all  ruffian 
boors,  and  various  other  tribes  are  fubje&,  and 
from  which  many,  as  the  Kozaks  of  the  Don,  &c 
are  exempt  It  is  paid  only  by  male  heads,  in- 
cluding babes  and  old  men.  The  numbers  found 
at  one  revifion  remain  unaltered  till  the  next,  and 
muft  be  paid  by  the  community  for  thofe  who  in 
the  interim  die,  elope,  fall  into  poverty,  are  taken 
as  recruits,  &c.  .  The  amount  of  the  tax  is  various 
according  to  ftatiop  and  country.  For  every  male 
head  it  is.  commonly  per  annum  for  burghers  one 


^f> 


might  know  without  danger.  Sometimes  we  meet  with  per- 
forts  who  communicate  very  good  accounts,  bat  not  one  who  will 
fell  anything  of  his  own  chancery :  whether  from  a  confeicu-t 
fious  regard  of  their  oath,  or  from,  the  apprefrenfion  of  cenfure, 
or  from  being  acquainted  with  certain  maxims.  The  chief  of  a 
department  is  generally  the  mod  communicative ;  and  a  great 
number  of  particulars  are  moft  eaiily  learnt  by  jodicioufly 
leading  the  converfation.  Therefore,  if  we  cannot  produce, 
authentic  lifts,  we  can  deliver  many  things  on  teftiniony 
equally  valid* 

ruble 
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ruble  twenty  kopeeks,  for  odnodvortzi  one  ruble,  * 
and  for  all  private-boors,  and  for  many  of  thofe  be- 
longing to  the  crown  feventy  kopeeks.  All  are 
obliged  to  every  ruble  to  make  an  addition  of  two 
kopeeks.  But  numbers  who  are  either  real  boors, 
or  are  confidered  as  fuch,  pay  far  more ;  for  in- 
jftance  thofe  of  the  former  flobode  government  of 
the  Ukraine,  according  to  the  nature  of  their 
trade  and  immunities,  pay,  fome  a  hundred  and* 
twenty,  fome  a  hundred,  fome  feventy  kopeeks; 
thofe  of  Ingria  a  hundred  and  fifty,  but  thofe 
at  the  mine-works  a  hundred  and  feventy  ko- 
peeks ;  and  if  I  rightly  underftand  one  account, 
the  agricultural-boors  even  two  rubles;  The 
boors  allotted  to  the  court-chancery,  in  the  go- 
vernment of  Penne,  are  obliged  to  pay  ftill  more, 
namely  2  J  rubles,  which  fince  1783  has  been 
mcreafed  by  an  additional  ruble.  (One  might  be 
almoft  led  to  imagine,  that  the  head-money  is 
here  confounded  with  the  obrok. )  The  common 
free  people  of  Livonia  and  Efthonia,  who  are  not 
burghers,  pay  likewife  only  feventy  kopeeks.  — 
Now,  it  is  calculated  that  there  are  greatly  above 
eleven  millions  of  boors,  and,  including  the 
burghers  and  odnodvortzi,  upwards  of  twelve  mil- 
lions of  taxable  perfons.  If  we  average  them  at 
feventy-two  kopeeks,  it  will  be  found  to  yield  a 
large  fum,  though  many  of  them  pay  their  capi- 
tation-tax in  fervices  or  labours  inftead  of  money. 
Hpwever,  thq  crown  fuffcrs  many  lofles  by  the 

running 
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running  up  of  arrears,  though  all  poflibie  aHefity* 
tions  arc  made  to  the  people  in  the  qoltafting  of 
the  tax.  Yet  there  are  diftri&s,  nay  whole  govern- 
ments, wheie  arrears  are. utterly  unknown  *,  but 
this  will  not  properly  apply  to  all  places.  — That; 
many  provinces  and  people  who  now  pay  the 
capitation-tax  were  formerly  exempt  from  it  has 
been  alreadv  obferved.  Whether  the  rafooticljintzi 
are  ftill  free  from  it  cannot  here  be  determined. 
But  fome  tribes  inftead  of  this  tax  pay  a  tribute 
in  furs.  —  Formerly  the  head-money  was  fcnt  to. 
the  college  of  war  for  the  fupport  of  the  array ; 
fome  alteration  has  probably  of  late  been  intro- 
duced, and  a  part  of  it  is  employed  otherwifc,  as 
the  amount  is  now  much  higher  than  it  tyaa  at. 
that  time. 

fl.  The  tax  croy  the  capital  of  mer- 
chants, or,  as  it  is  fometiines  called,  the  per- 
centage. It  was  firft  introduced  into  the  pro- 
vinces of  the  Baltic  in  the  year  1783.  The 
merchant  gives  up  the  ftatement  of  bis  capital 
without  compulsion  or  judicial  examination,  at 
his  own  difcretion :  but  according  to  the  amount 
pf  it  his  privileges  and  immunities  in  regard  to 
commerce,  to  offices,  and  outward  confideration, 
are  regulated.     Every  one  pays  yearly  one  pef 

*  Li  this  number  .there  may  be  comprehended  people  ai*d 
nations  who  pay  fome  kbd  of  tribute,  or  perform,  fervice  for 
it :  fome  pay  only  one  ruble. 

cent 
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Cent  in  return  for  which  he  and  his  children  are 
exempt  from  the  pell-tax.  Noiac  can  be  a  mer- 
chant unlefs  he  ftates  himfejf  to  have  a  capital  of 
five  hundred  rubles;  but  there  are  xamy  of  them 
who  infcribe  themfelves  at  fifty  thoitfand,  and 
even  a  great  deal  more,  and  confequently  pay 
annually  from  five  hundred  to  one  thoufknd 
rubles. 

3.  The  i>o¥ain-land^  the  income  arifing 
fcoin  which  it  has  already  bean  motioned,  is  very 
various ;  fome  pay  arende-money ;  or  with  i^  a* 
in  Livonia,  Ukewife  natural  produ&s,  efpecially 
com,  which  muft  be  dealt  out  to  the  troops,  or 
delivered  into  the  crown-magazines.  They  prin- 
cipally confix  in  obrok,  that  is,  a  money-tax, 
which  the  crown-boors,  as  well  aa  the  agricultural 
boors  now  belonging  to  it,  (unlefi,  as  in  Livonia, 
they  perforin  foccage  iervice,)  are  obliged  to  pay 
yearly  for  each  male  head  In  virtue  of  the 
ukafes  of  Januaiy  20,  176$,  and  November  5,, 
I7$8,  they  paid,  *c  be6dp*  the  cuftomary  feven 
"  grievniks,  (i  e.  feventy  kopeeks,)  poll-tax  for 
"  each  aand  lingular  foul  of  the  male  fex,  accord* 
"  ing  to  the  numbers  taken  at  the  laft  revifiou, 
"  a  dirty  (i.  e.  tax  oi;  obrok)  annually  of  two 
"  rubles."  Bnt,  on  the  3d  of  May  1783  an  order 
wae  publi&ed,  that  "  on  all  imperial,  court,  and 
"  agricultural  boors,  as  well  as  on  the  odnod* 
"  vortzi  wd  other  iettlers,  which  are  jzX  the 
"  diipofal  of  the  ceconomy-dire&ors,  in  lieu  of 

the 
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€C  the  former  two  rubles,  the  duty  henceforward 
€€  fliall  be  raifed  to  three  rabies  for  each  male 
foul,  and  the  addition  of  two  kopeeks  on  every 
ruble. "  Some  accounts  enumerate  upwards  of 
4£  millions  of  crown  and  acconomy-boors,  and 
upwards  of  feven  hundred  thoufand  odnodvortzi. 
The  fum,  therefore,  arifing  from  the  obrok  may 
be  eafily  calculated.  It  mud  not,  however,  be 
forgotten,  that  crown-boors  are  at  times  eman- 
cipated, or  their  duties  afligned  to  the  falaryof 
governors,'  &c. 

4.  The  sea-duties,  which  indeed  depend  on 
circumftances,  and  are  liable  to  fluAuations,  but 
are  at  prefent  very  conliderable ;  whereof  the 
three  following  fea-ports  alone,  by  authentio 
fummary  accounts  received  from  them,  may  fervef 
as  a  proof.  At  Riga  the  duties  paid  in  1773 
amounted  to  541,509  rubles  22  £  kopeeks ;  but  in 
the  year  1786  they  brought  in  748,287  rubles  l6f 
kopecks.  — At  Reval  the  raife<l  duties  produced 
in  the  year  1768  only  17, 163  rubles  34  £  kopeeks; 
in  1787  they  came  to  190, 198  rubles  56  i  kopeeks, 
likewife  one  hundred  alberts-dollars  and  771  ko^ 
peeks;  in  1788  the  duties  were  167,236  rubles 
thirteen  kopeeks;  but  in  the  year  1789,  even 
342,079  rubles  36}  kopeeks ;  in  which  of  the  laft- 
mentioned  year  were  not  comprifedthe  eighty- 
feven  rubles  33  {  kopeeks  that  came  into  the 
amojena  (cuftom-houfe)  as  confifcationrmoney, 
nor  the  6688  rubles  54  £  kopeeks  that  were  raifed 

for 
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for  the  fupport  of  the  fchools  and  the  wharfs.  — 
At  Peterfburg  and  Cronftadt,  which  two  ports  are 
to  be  confidered  only  as  one,  being  both  under 
one  cuftom-houfe,  the  duties  paid  in  1787  were 
almoft  foui;  millions,  namely,  3,910,006  rubied 
17f  kopeeks;  whereas  in  the  year  1788  upwards 
of  four  millions,  viz.  4,035,743  rubles  22  J  ko- 
peeks. In  the  nine  years  from  1771  to  1780 
exclufive,  the  comings-in  at  that  cuftom-houfe, 
in  dollars  and  ruffian  money,  were  16,642,205, 
rubles  32 1  kopeeks;  but  in  the  fucceeding  nine 
years,  namely  from  1780  to  1789  exclufive,  they 
were  28,023,482  rubles  45*  kopeeks;  confer 
quently,  the  latter  nine  years  yielded  a  furplus  of 
more  than  eleven  millions.  But,  as  the  fuperin- 
tendant  Schemakin  had  farmed  the  Peterfburg 
duties,  the  furn  paid  by  him  for  the  contract  for 
nine  years  was  only  13,655,257  rubles  twelve 
kopeeks;  accordingly  the  prefent  duties  in  the 
laft  nine  years  againft  the  contr&£t  produce  a 
difference  of  more  tlian  fourteen  millions.  As 
the  duties  of  only  three  fea-ports  are  here  ftated, 
it  is  eafiiy  conceivable  that  of  the  whole  empire  it 
mud  amount  annually  to  a  very  large  fum ;  for 
here  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  other  ports  of  the 
Baltic,  and  not  one  of  thofe  of  the  other  feas  has 
been  mentioned.  Bufching  has  not  fpecified  the 
amount,  only  faying  that  a  commiffion  in  the 
year  1764  found  the  duties  at  all  the  feaports  and 
frontier-towns  to  be  three  anillions.     Thofe  ad* 

duced 
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duced  of  three  feaports  fliew  tha*  thdfe  thiw 
millions  form  no  adequate  ftamiard  for  x  calcula- 
tion of  the  whole  at  prefent 

5.  The  la nd*tolm,  which,  though  not  fe  cdft-* 
Humble  a*  the  laft-mentioned  duties,  are  yet  by 
*o  means  totally  mfigmflcaat ;  if  we  only  confide* 
the  vicinity,  and  the  trade  by  land  with  Courland, 
Poland,  Turkey,  China,  Bukharia,  the  Jtirghffo?,. 
and  oihfcr  tribes.  The  orenburg-trade  produced, 
a*  we  already  leara  from  Bufching's  geography, 
in  the  year  1 75 1,  tolls  to  the  amount  of  95,1*3 
rubles.  But  from  the  trade  with  China  the  toll* 
at  Kiaclita  on  exports  and  imports  in  1770  were 
550,000  rubies';  aild  in  the  two  following  year* 
not  much  lefs  *  A  trade  wit*  China  is  likewife 
carried  on  at  another  place,  viz.  Otd*Zuruchaitu, 
where  the  feveral  tolls  brought  ki  only  Ave  hun- 
dred rubles  f. 

6.  The  duties  on  law-proceedings,  commonly 
Called  pofchliri ;  of  which,  to  avoid  prolixity,  wo 
fhall  only  obferve,  that  for  every  petition  a  duty 
is  paid  of  about  twenty-five  kopeeks,  with  tho 
feme  fum  for  fealhig  and  for  the  final  deeffion, 
but  for  a  writ  of  appeal  fix  rubies.  —  Here  may  ba 
reckoned  likewife  the  paffport  money. 

7.  Stabiped-paper,  the  annual  confumption 
And  amount  whereof  we  are  enabled  to  (late  ftom 
particular  chanceries*  but  not  for  the  whole  em* 

*  Pallas,  travels  torn.  iii.  p*  154. 
+  Id.  ib»  p.  420. 

pi  re. 
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ptre.  The  price  of  it  has  lately  been  raifed  to 
double  the  fum  it  was  formerly  fold  at,  and  tha 
ufes  for  which  it  is  neceflary  more  accurately 
ascertained  At  prefcnt  it  brings  in  a  confident 
bte  fum  per  annum  #. 

8.  The  duty,  or  pofchliu,  on  the  sale  of 
immoveable  p»ope!itv,  in  which  are  included 
not  only  boufcs  and  lands  but  alfo  vafiak  This 
impoft  is  of  very  antient  date  in  Great-Ruffia, 
and  confifted,  if  I  miftake  not,  in  ten  per  cent  on 
the  money  arMing1  from  the  fale,  which  muft  be 
given  inandjjroved  by  the  certificate  of  emption. 
It  was  afterwards  lowered  to  fix  per  cent,  and  in 
the  year  1783  introduced  both  into  the  provinces 
of  the  Baltic  and  thofe  of  Little-Rufiia.  At  length 
the  emprefs  in  1787  fixed  it  at  five  per  cant. 
When  fales  are  frequent,  efpecially  of  large  eftates, 
this  tax  yields  a  confiderable  receipt  to  the  coffers 
of  the  crown. 

9.  The  kabaks  (tipling-houfes,)  or  the  fale  of 
corn-fpirits  f.      It   has  already  been  remarked, 

that 

*  The  cheapef!  flieets  coft  at  prefent  ten  (formerly' five) 
kopeeks;  but  for  more  important  tranfaltions,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  bafinefs,  fareral  rabies. 

f  Whoever  farms  the  kabaks  of  the  crows,  is  allowed  to 
keep  in  them  alfo  beer,  mead,  &c.  and  this*  with  other  trifling 
advantages,  enables  him  to  pay  the  crown  for  every  ve~dro  of 
brandy  three  rabies,  and  to  fell  it  in  the  kabaks  at  the  fame 
price.  Then  it  is  Jawfixl  for  every  one,  even  the  boor,  to  brew 
his  own  beer,' without  being  fuhjefr  to  any  efcoife;,  only  he* 
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that  though  this  be  a  monopoly  of  the  crown, 
yet  by  virtue  of  antient  rights  and  privileges  not 
only  all  noblemen  throughout  the  empire  may 
iliftil  brandy  for  their  own  domeftic  ufe  *,  but  alio 
whole  provinces  may  deal  in  it  and  keep  public- 
houfes,  for  inftance,  the  don  and  malo-rufftan 
Kozaksf,  likewife  the  livonian  and  efthonian 
lapd-owners  and  towns  +,  as  well  as  many  others. 
The  crown  fells  an  incredible  quantity  of  brandy, 
by  which  it  gains  large  fums.  We  are  told  by 
Bufching,  that  "  the  contraft  for  the  kabaks  at 


muft  not  deal  in  it:  though  this  is  allowed  to  the  livonian  and 
efthonian  towns,  and  landlords,  and  others. 

#  In  Ingria  the  nobility  were  not  permitted  to  diflil  as 
much  as  they  pleafed,  but  each  a  certain  quantity  according 
to  his  rank.  Whether  this  be  the  fame  all  over  the  empire, 
or  whether  perhaps  by  the  new  letter  of  grace  granted  to  the 
nobility  that  limitation  has  been  removed,  is  what  I  cannot 
determine;  1  (hall  only  juft  remark,  that  every  ruffian  noble- 
man may  fell  brandy  even  to  the  crown,  and  therefore  diflil 
the  quantity  agreed  for. 

+  Yet  the  crown  has  kabaks  in  Little-Ruflia.  —  Here  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  inns  or  houfes  to  put  up  at  are  not  to 
be  found  in  all  parts,  not  even  in  all  towns.  In  many  places 
they  are  not  at  all  known :  travellers  turn  in  at  fome  boor's  or 
burgher's  houfe. 

J  That  is,  the  livonian  and  efthonian  towns  are  now,  by  an 
order  of  the  fenate,  to  have  even  crown  kabaks,  but  their  net 
profits  are.  to  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  thefe  towns  and  to 
defray  their  public  expenc.es.  But,  by  an  ukafe  of  the  fenatet 
of  the  vear  1799,  the  old  regulations  remain. 

.     .  "  Petersburg 
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lc  Peterfbtirg  and  Mofco,  with  the  parts  adjacent, 
"  while  they  were  let  out  on  farm  #,  brought  in 
"  the  yearly  film  of  3,320,000  rubles/'  Thefe 
twb  were  indeed  always,  the  largeft  and  moft 
populous  towns,  and  the  diftrifi  of  the  mofcovian 
government  the  moft  extenfive:  but  if  we  add 
the  many  other  governments,  Pfcove,  Novgorod,  • 
&c.  it  may  eafily  be  conceived  that  the  crown ' 
draws  annually  between  eight  and  nine  millions  from 
thisfource:  which  is  alfo  confirmed  by  perfons- 
well  acquainted  with  the  bufinefs.  But  a  fhort 
illuftration  will  put  the  matter  out  of  all  doubt.  — 
From  a  refolution  of  the  fenate,  of  the  year  1789, 
it  appears,  that  the  city  of  St.  Petersburg,  wifti 
the  feveu  circles  of  its  government,  confumes  an- 
nually 583, 126  vedros:  of  which  the  greater  part. 
was  then  already  podraded  (contra&ed)  for  at  one 
hundred  and  forty-eight  kopeeks  for  every  vedro; 
if  they  found  perfons  who  were  willing  to  deliver 
the  other  quantities  at  the  fame  price,  which  is 
extremely  probable,  then  the  crown,  receiving 
three  rubles  on  each  vedro,  gains  annually  886, 35 1 
rubles  fifty-two  kopecks  for  the  brandy  of  that 

" #  All  the  kabaks  are  farmed  oat ;  bat  the  contra&or  can 
neither  diftil  the  brandy  himfelf,  nor  buy  it  at  his  own  option :  • 
he  moft  takefrom  the  crown  the  whole  quantity  dated  in  the 
contract,  even  though  it  mould  happen  that  few  cuitomers 
come  to  driijk  it.  — Noblemen  now  begin  to  farm  kabaks  i» 
but  by  a' late  ukafe  of  the  fenate.it  is  reftri&cd  to  Jntr- 
chant*,  &c.  : 

V 
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government  alone  #.  —  The  government  of  Pfcove* 
cpnfumes  yearly,  according  to  the  declaration  of 
±l*e  revenue  chamber  there,  in  all  127,000  vedros, 
thereof  40,000  are  cjifpofed  of  in  the  city  of 
Pfcove  alone,  but  only  6000  in  Petfchurf. — 
The  government  of  Perme  confumed  in  the  year 
1783  in  all  164,831  vedros,  on  which  the  crown 
had  a  net  profit  of  338,876  rubles  fifty-one 
kopeeks.  —  The  crown  indeed  takes  a  part  of  the 
brandy  requisite  for  the  kabaks  from  its  owu 
(Hftilleries  in  Ruffia,  but  they  are  not  yet.  in  every 
place  upon  a  beneficial  footing  J;   it  therefore 

*  In  the  years  1783  to  1786  thelivonian  noblemen  delivered 
the  vedro  at  feventy-five  kopecks ;  but  from  1787  to  1790  at 
ninety  kopceks,  whereby,  on  account  of  the  high  crown- 
prices,  they  fuffered  a  confiderable  lofs.  At  that  time  there-  ' 
fore  the  crown  gained  on  every  vedro  firft  two  rabies  twenty-five 
kopeeks,  and  then  two  rubles  ten  kopeeks,  as  it  was  at  no 
other  expence  than  what  it  paid  for  the  brandy  by  the  terms  of 
the  contract  The  feller  muft  deliver  it  in  the  town  agreed  on ; 
there  the  kabak-farmers  receive  it  under  the  authority  of  the 
revenue-chamber,  who  canfe  it  to  be  carried  by  hired  people 
into  hired  houfes,  (both  at  their  own  expence,)  pay  the  people 

wiio  ferve  it  at  the  kabaku*  and  even  pay  for  the  calks ;  and 

■ ». 

withal  find  it  very  profitable. 

f  All  the  kabaks  of  the  villages  in  the  circle  are  here  in- 
cluded.—On  account  of  the  vicinity  the  Livonians  deliver 
their  brandy  there  much  cheaper  than  at  lPeter/burg.  But,  as 
the  crown  every  where  gets  three  rubles  for  the  vedro,  it  gains 
ftmewhat  more  in  this  government  than  elfewhere. 

-  J  This  will  be  farther  explained  when  we  come  to  treat  on 
commerce* 
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finds  at  times  a  fir  furer  profit;  by  eftgagifcg  lit ' 
contracts  for  deliveries,  which  is  done  now  thfough- 
the  rc*enue*chamber,  aftd  always  for  four  fucctflive 
years.    The  contra&or  mud  give  a  feciirity  on 
his  immoveable  property;  and  What  he  does  not ;• 
deliver  at  the  ftipulated  time,  U  put-chafed  oft  his 
account  *•  ~~  As  the  crown  fells  the  livonian  ftfi> 
or  cafk,  of  brandy  for  about  thirty-fix  rubles/ 
but  whioh  in  Livonia,  where  the  bratidy  is  mu4h ; 
ftronger,  is  worth  fointtitaed  only  from  feven  tx>: 

#  He  fometlmes  meets  with  indulgence*  bat  moft  pay  a- 
ptnalty  per  cent,  which  however  is  more  tolerable  than  if  it', 
were  bought  on  his  account,  for  the  crowtt  pay*  hbn  if  the 
central  be  ftreck  at  ninety  kopeeks,  for  the  ftfs  afetat  eleven' 
rabies  in  bank^jriBgnments,  which  bear  a  depreciation  of  ten- 
to  fourteen  per  cent,  below  filw  rubles ;  bat  fojnetimes  the  fafs 
i*  bought  on  the  market  in  Livonia  for  fifteen  to  twenty- two 
rubles,  which  among  others  happened  in  the  years  J  7  89  and 
1790,    Moreover*  the  deliverer  aloft  provide  for  the  transport, 
pay  the  crown  leakage  and  forterkge,  fernlfli  cifcs  at  *  low: 
fote4  price,  and  anfwer  all  rifts  till  the  delivery  it  complete; 
The  brandy  is  held  prpof  by  the  crown  if  it  barns,  half  away  in 
copper  (a  copper  Jkillct);   whereas  it  rauft  be  delivered  fo' 
/bong  from  the  livonian  diftilleries,  that  in  njver  fo&ewhat  ar 
leaft  above  the  half  muft  burn  siway.    Therefore  <he  deliverer* 
to  fix  caflc*  of  brandy  pats  about  one  caflt  of  water;  but  as  thr 
mixture  mull  be  made  at  his  houfe,  he  pays  likewii*  freight  for* 
the  tranfport  of  the  water,  which,  on  every  large  veflel  of  forty 
vtdros,  according  to  the  dlftanee  add  other  cumpnAsjocts, 
amount  to  between  fix  and  eight  rubles,  —  The  detlefs  reap  * 
great  advantage  in  the  article  of  manure  for  their  fields.    If 
the  Uvonians  were  to  fend  no  brandy  to  Rosin,  from  the  |feat 
4UfcUleries  there,  the  prig*  would  jail  very  Jww*  even  in  their, 
own  country. 

*  $  twelve 
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twelve  rubles,  the  radian  boors  will  ran  the  rifle  of 
buying  up  the  brandy  fecretly  by  a  fafs  at  a  time 
in  Livonia  and  Efthonia,  and  convey  it  by  ftealth 
into  Ruflia.      Againft  this  fhameful  practice  of 
Smuggling  very  fevere    prohibitions  have   been 
lifted,  and  infpedors  are  appointed  at  the  feveral 
entrances  to  the  towns,  and  the  kabak-farmers 
themfdves,  for  their  own  fakes,  keep  a  lliarp  look 
out     In  Livonia  the  nobility  have  entered  into 
an  aflbciation  not   only  to  amerce  thofe  who 
privily  fell  it  to  the  ruffians  in  heavy  penalties, 
but  to  deprive  them  of  the  licence  of  diftilling 
brandy,  and  from  thefe  tines  pay  a  reward  to  the 
informer  of  five  hundred  jubles.     Hence  it  ap- 
pears that  this  monopoly  of  the  crown  is  not 
exaftly  to  the  tafte  of  the  common  ruffians,  who 
arc  very  fond  of  brandy,  efpecially  of  the  ftrong 
fort  * :  but  if  is  faid  to  be  a  difficult  matter  to  find 
out  another,  impoft  equally  productive  in  its  place; 
for  if  it  were  to  be  converted  into  a  money  tax, 
it  would  feem  oppreffive,  and  occafion  much  lofe 
to  the  crown  by  arrears.     It  is  for  this  reafon 
that  the  monopoly  is  continued,  though    it  is 
attended  with  many  difficulties  to  the  officers  of 
the  crown. 

x  *  Some  common  lenders  were  aceofed  of  having  adulterated 
the  brandy  in  the  kafeaks,  and  then,  to  give  it  a  poigpaney, 
potting  in  it  common  pepper,  Sec.  However,  this  is  ftri&ty 
forbidden ;  And  queftmen  are  occasionally  appointed  lofee  that 
so  frauds  of  this  nature  are  committed. 

•         '%  9  10.  The 
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10.  The  Salt-trade,'  of  which  feveral  parti- 
culars have  been  occafionally  mentioned;  as  that 
fome  diftrids  and  people,  for  inftance,  the  uratian 
Kozaks,  fetch  their  fait  gratis  from  certain  lakes; 
white  others,  fuch  as  Livonia  and  -Efthonia,  buy 
it  of  foreigners,  on  which  the  crown  only  lays  a 
duty,  — The  crown  obtains  its  fait,  with  which  it 
fupplies  the  whole  empire  (whatever  expence  it  is 
at  for  carriage)  at  thirty-five  kopeeks  the  *  pood, 
partly  from  lakes,  partly  from  falt-pans,  and 
partly  from  falt-hills.  —  The  rotk-falt  of  the  iietz- 
kian  hiil  cofts  the  crown  on  the  fpot  not  quite 
t>ne  kopeek  the  pood.  Formerly  the  Kozaks  and 
Bafchkirs  cut  here  their  fait  at  will ;  but,  in  the 
year  1754,  the  crown  put  it  under  better  regula- 
tions. From  three  to  four  hundred  thou&nd  pood 
of  it  is  annually  brought  away  and  diftfibuted 
over  the  empire.  It  would  in  many  refpeds  be 
more  advantageous  if  the  ufe  of  it  were  farther 
extended.  —  In  fome  places  the  fait  (lands  the 
crown  in  three  kopeeks  per  pood  on  the  t  fpot 
But  the  traiifport  is  attended  with  great  expence, 
and  confumes  much  of  the  profit  For  carriage 
from  Ebeley  to  the  province  of  Ifetfk  and  the 
ibrts  on  the  frontiers  the  crown  paid  till  the  year 
1768  for  every  pood  from  nine,  to  thirteen  ko- 
peeks; at  which  time  this  mode  of  conveyance 

•  * 

*  One  ftatenent  fpeaks  of  forty  kopeek**  yrOfh  U  a  milbk*. 
f  Palhu,  travels,  torn.  iii.  p.  292. 

x  3  '  ecafed 
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eeafed,  The  feH  W  tww  fetohrt  to  the  protince 
:*f  Ifctfl*,  *heve  o*e  thtfu&nd  vwrft*  from  the 
Jakes  about  the  Irtift,  fct  which  the  carnage 
amounts  to  between  fifteen  aad  eighteen  kopeeks 
the  pued *.  -^  In  the  government  of  Forme,  at 
.Solikamfk,  at  Uflbiiy*  ud  in  Tfchuffoflkoi- 
Gorodok  aie  ftft-pana  partly  hefongiig  to  the 
crown  and  partly  to  ptivttta  pe rft>as :  to  the  latter 
the  crown  ufed  to  pay  eight  kopeek*  a  pood  for 
icethisg;  but;  fined  the  year  178p,  they  get  for 
the  uflbKan  bit  9*  and  for  the  ftik&nikiaii  101 
Jcopeeka  For  the  tranfport  to  Nifhaei-Novgorocl 
Vhere  the  principal  ftort  is  kept,  the  hired  car- 
riers a^e  allowed  ten  kopeeks;  whence  it  13  coi* 
*eye<4  partly  by  wster  aad,  partly  by  land.  From 
it*  own.  paw  the  crow*  obtained  m  the  year  1788 
at  Sotiteamfli  9KM44  peoda  But  the  whole 
quantity  prepared  foei?e  aanwlly  ia  four  ewHiong 
irf  pooda.  On  all  thai  wa*  eonfomed  iet,  the  go?- 
^vernjmeat  off  Ferme  aod  carried:  thence  eUewher^ 
the  profits  to  the  crown,  in  1789  amounted  to 
49O>0G0  raWe*  — Bujt  gre#  qpant&tt  of  fait 
arc  obtained  by  the  crotyft  |  in,  other  p&ces  from 
jak-lafees,  &c.  —  At  Staraiya-Raffa  it  c^fta  inr 
^fced  twenty  kopeeks  the  pood ;.  but  then  it  is 
4i^>ofed.of  i *, the  neighbourhood  at  up  gteat  ex- 

*  *  *•  Pall  as/ travels,  "torn,  iii.  p.  305. 

f  It  has  been  affirmed  that  from  the  falt-lakes  in  the  Heppes 
©f  Bawtba  «o4  ft tife  ^400,000  pood  o£  Alt  h  annually  ob- 
tained. 

—  ' .  *  ^  *•.  pence 
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pence  in  carriage.  —  Hermann  thinks  that  the 
tltdn-faltlake  and  the  falt-works  at  Perme  toge- 
ther yield  more  than  two  thirds  of  the  fait  con* 
fuftitfd  in  the  whole  empire.     But  this  is  hard  to 
determine,  at  lead  it  is  doubtful,  if  not  utterly 
improbable,  becaufe  fomc  diftri&s  fetch  their  fait 
themfelves  (whofe  confumption  is  not  eafily  to  be 
afcertained) ;    others  buy  it  of  the    foreigner; 
touch  rock-falt  is  confumcd ;  in  feveral  places  are 
lalt-pans  and  lakes,  which  he  feems  to  have  en- 
tirely forgotten,  for  inftance,  the  produ&ive  falt- 
lakes  in  Taurida ;  and  laltly  a  good  deal  of  finugg- 
ling  may  be  praftifed.     It  would  therefore  be  dif- 
ficult to  ftate  how  much  the  whole  empire  an- 
nually confumes.      Hermann  lays*  twelve  mil- 
lions of  poods ;  but  from  the  reafons  which  he 
afligns,  it  is  manifeft  that  this  ilatement  is  not 
fufficient.  —  Bufching  is  of  opinion  that  the  crowfi 
draws  from  the  falt-works  (whence  it  appears  that 
the  lake  and  rock-falt  are  included,  but  merely  the 
net-profit)  annually  not  above  two  millions.   This 
number  feems  to  be  juft,  unlefe  we  limit  the  yearly 
confumption  to  twelve  millions  of  poods.     Hereto 
muft  be  added,  that  a  great  quantity  of  fait  is 
exported  from  Taurida  to  other  countries  for  tha 
benefit  of  the  crown,    efpecially  to   the  polifh 
Ukraine  and  to  Turkey. 

11.  The  Mines.     The  mod  important  of  the 

*  Hermann,  Ertzgeb.  torn.  i.  p.  74,  and  p.  143. 

x  4  mines 
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mines  belonging  to  the  crown/  are  thofe  of  Kar 
lyvan  or  Barnaul,  and  thofe  of  the  Argoon,  or 
properly  of  Nertfchinfk;  both  yield  filver  con- 
taining a  proportion  of  gold;  then  follow  the 
gold- works  at  Ekatarinenburg;  and  befides  thefe 
feveral  copper  and  iron-works.  —  It  appears  that 
at  Kolhyvan  the  annual  produce  has  not  always 
been  alike;  in  the  year  1772  it  confided  in  1.277 
pood  of  filver,  which  was  found  to  contain  fifty 
pood  of  pure  gold:    the  value  whereof  in  coin 
was  1,769,902  rubles.     At  times  the  produce  is 
far  ihort  of  this.  —  The  mines  at  Nertfchinik  are 
reckoned  to  yield  annually  from  two  hundred  to 
four  hundred  pood  of  filver  pre,  from  which  onp 
thoufand  pound  ^nd  about  12^  pound  of  gold  are 
obtained.     At  Ekatarinenburg  from  five  to  feven 
,pood  of  gold-duft  may  Jre  hammered  into  bars 
^veryycar;  but  in  1782  its  net  produce  was  no 
more  than  22,143  rubles,  fifteen  kopecks;   yet 
the  profit  from  1754  to  1786  was  in  all  1,341,352 
rubles  fixty-eight  kopeeks.  —  From  all  the  ores  of 
Altay,  from  1745  to  1/80  were  frparated  in  alt 
686  pood,  fixteen  pound,  forty-nine  folotniks  of 
pure  gold.  —  The  copper  and  iron  mines  likewife 
bring  the  crown  a  great  income :  in  the  govern- 
ment  of  Pcrme  in  1782  the  copper  yielded  a  profit 
of  341,676  rubles;  and  the  iron  228,699  rubles 
73t  kopeeks.     Befides  thefe  it  has  iron  forges  in 
the  governments  of  Tambof  and  Oionetz.  — The 
mines  produce  not  only  metals  but  various  kinds 
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,of  ftcmes,  as  mariWe,  finpky  topazes,  amethyftfc 
agates,  mountain-cry ftals,  jafper,  granite  with 
ireins  of  coloured  quartz,  &c.  which  are  difpofefl 
tf  by  the  crown  either1 polifhed  or  unpolished; 
likewife  alum,  vitriol,  &&* —  The  late  emprefi 
having  by  ukafes  of  grace  rglinquifhed  her  impe- 
rialties  on  the  private  mines,  5  pamely,  the  tenths 
of  the  copper  and  ijpn,  -  the  filvg  1  L$nd  the  goltj, 
and  likewife  remitted  the  taxes  qi>  ibrges  at  the 
works,  the  crown  now  raifes,  jio  revenina  froifl 
them,  excepting  from  the  copper  which,  is  deli- 
vered fo  the  mint  at  a  reafonafrle  price..      V 

As  the  ftate  of  the  mines  can  be  but  little 
known  from  other  writers,  a  farther  account  of 
them  here,  as  I  have  it  from  good  authorities, 
may  be  acceptable  to  many  of  my  readers.  It 
is  true  that  Bufching  has  mentioned  the  amount 
of  the  filver  oj*e  obtaijiecj  from  them  between  the 
year  17Q4  when  they  jvere  firft  difcovered,  and 
1 772,  likewife  of  the  year  1 779 ;  yet  I  add  from 
an  authentic  lift  eleven  years  to  thefe :  and  it  is 
to  be  obferved  that  thefe  ftatements  are  of  far 
greater  compafc  thai)  the  former  f.     It  mifft  in 

^  • 

*  From  all  which  it  appears  that  they  who  make  the  yearly 
product  of  the  mines  only  fiye  hundred  thoufand  rabies*  are  very 
"far  fhort  of  the  mark. 

t  Hence  it  is  particularly  feen,  how  abundant  the  ore  is,  and 
how  much  gold  adheres  to  it.— The  bank  purchased  thefe 
mines  in  1792  for  two  millions  of  rubles,  to  be  paid  in  ten  years 
by  annual  inftalaents  of  two  hundred  thoufand  rubles. 

the 
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thd  ftrft  place  be  remarked,   that  the  mines  &f 
Barnaul  or  Kolhyran  are  much  more  prodn^foie 
than  thofe  of  Nertfchinfe:  for  the  pits  hitherto 
opened  in  the  latter  have  no  continued  or  fteadjr 
veins,  are  never  powerful,  and  feldom  terminate 
in  large  nefts,  are  always  poorer  as  they  proceed 
in  depth,   and  change  their  contents  at  every 
fathom.     Yet  new  but  always  poor  veins  are  fre- 
quently discovered ;  consequently  the  amount  of 
.the  filvetf  obtained  is  not  every  year  alike,  and 
can  never,  with  any  certainty,  be  pnevioufly  esti- 
mated to  What  it  may  arife.  —  The  filver  is  not  of 
like  kind,  and  not  to  abundant  in  gold,  as  that 
of  Barnaul ;  the  folotnik  is  only  reckoned  at  19r*v 
kopeeks,  whereas  the  folotnik  of  gold  is  valued  at 
two  rubles  fifty  kopeeks.     The  former  muff  ftarid 
the  affay  of  ninety  to  ninety-three.     The  gold  /& 
Separated  from  it  at  the  laboratory  of  $t>  Peterf- 
burg.  —  The  crown  allows  for  afl  experices  of  the 
filver  mines  of  Nertfchinflc,  including  the  main- 
tenance of  the  battalion,  the  annual  fum  of  two 
hundred   thoufand  rubles;   which  is  fometimes, 
but  not  every  year,  entirely  eoftfumed.     What  is 
obtained  above  this  fum,  is  called  net  profit  This 
feldom  amounts  to  lefs  than  one  hundred  thoufand 
rubles,   ufually  more.     Sometimes  a  greater  quan- 
tity of  filver  is  fraelted  from  the  ore,  and  yet  an 
inferior  net  profit  is  obtained ;  as  when  a  fcarcity 
of  provisions  or  other  considerable  expenecs  carry 
away  the  Whole  fum  of  the  allotted  two  hundred 
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Of  tfe  above  pmrtt  pfrnaake  a  folptnife. 

Bnfching-  (ay*,  in  the  year  1779  were  procure*  ef  ore  380 
pood,  33  poand,  51  fofotnik*.  His  fbtement  that  one  thou- 
fand  ppnnd  of  it  contained  aboot  twelve  and  a  half  pound  of 
gold**  is  htfC  WtCVtb  to  at  WrOHj. 

Mr.  Storeh,  well  known  for  his  ftatiffical  accn* 
racy,  thinks  it  may  be  admitted  with  the  higheft 
degrte  o£  probability,  that  at  prefent  every  year 
in  Ike  suflkft  empit*  is  produced  of 

GoW  about       *         -  40  pood 

Sii*er        -»  1500 

Lead        -  -         -        30,000 

Copper    -    ■  '    *        -        200,000 
Iron        -  5,000,000 

Salt  -      -  12,000,000 

with  a  quantity  of  mineral  produ&s,  which,  hi 
money,  by-  the  moft  moderate  computation,  may 
be  ftated  at  thirteen  million?  of  rabies ;  and  by 
'  adding 
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• 

adding  the  precious  ftones;  .fulpbur,  vitriol, 
confidering  the  prefent  prices,  cannot  be.lefs  than* 
fifteen  millions  of  rabies. 

PVom  this  produce  the  net  gain,  after  deducting" 
all  ccpences  or  charges,  amounted  in 

1775  in  all  to.  333,028  rubles  724-  kopeeks 

1776  — .  156,896  — *  7H 

1777  —  118,093  —  28^ 

1778  —  109,021  —  90f 

1779  —  106,305  —  49 
1720  —  119,306  —  9Q 

.'    1781  —  86,159  —  .  m 

1782  —  100,848  —  12| 

1783  —  142,204  —  37£ 

1784  —  122,460  —  25  * 

1785  —  29,872  —  41 

12.  The  mint,  of  which  an  account  mud  rea* 
fonably  be  expe£lc4  here,  yet  only  fo  far  as  it 
ftands  related  to  the  national  revenue ;  the  other 
remarks  belong  not  to  this  place,  but  to  the  article 
of  commerce,  Vhere  a  itatepient  will  be  given  of 
the  various  coins,  ..and  their  value  ij\  circulation, 
—  The  ruffian  monies  confift  of  gold,  filver,  cop* 
per,  and  bank  affignations.     Thefe  laft,  a^a  great 
convenience  to  commerce,  by  facilitating  the  re- 
mittances throughout  thcL  country,  and  fupplying 
the  pl?ce  of  copper,  require  here.no  very  pice  de- 
fcription,  becaufe  there  is  always'fuppofed  to  be  as 
much  copper-coin  in  the  bank  as  that  every  one 
immediately  on  application  may  recejvf  it  in  ex* 

change 
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change  for  the  paper  he  brings,  and  in  circulation 
they  bear  their  full  value  as  hard  copper  *  They 
therefore  cannot  properly  be  reckoned  among  the 
ordinary  fources  of  national  revenue,  though  from 

i 

them  an  advantage  may  accrue  to  the  crown,  as, 
among  other  ways,  when  thefe  notes  are  acci- 
dentally burnt  or  otherwife  deftroyed :  yet  alfo  a 
lofi  may  enfue  on  occafion  of  them,  as  when  per- 
ions  are  fo  fearlefs  of  the  laws  and  fo  diflioneft  as 
to  forge  them  and  bring  their  fpurious  notes  into 
circulation.  — Of  the  copper  coinage  Bufching 
lays,  there  is  a  yearly  profit  of  two  millions  upon 
it.  This  fum  may  perhaps  be  fated  too  high,  at 
kail  according  to  Hermann's  account-)-,  whofets 
it  down  for  the  year  1779  at  only  81 8, 165  rubles 
98  kopecks;  and  in  another  place  he  mentions 
that  the  crown,  at  the  mint  of  Ekatarinenburg, 
where  the  copper  is  coined,  gained  in  1 782,  after 
ded u&ing  all  expences  of  coinage,  a  clear  profit 
of  765,582  rubles  70  kopeeks.  Indeed  at  times 
great  funis  pais  through  the  mint  at  that  place, 
many  years  to  the  amount  of  three  millions,  and 
then  the  profit  may  arife  to  two  millions ;  but  in 
the  years  1786  and  1787,  from  a  want  of  water, 

*  The  copper  fpecie  is  commonly  about  ten  per  cent,  and 
Jbmetimes  more  inferior  in  value  to  filver  or  gold  in  commercial 
ant  other  payments ;  the  Agnations  bear  therefore  the  fame  va-» 
lue.  Some  even  require  an  agio  when  they  give  copper  money 
for  aflignations,  but  this  is  forbidden  by  ukafe.  —  In  many  coun- 
tries the  paper  money  is  a  lucrative  operation  of  finance. 

f  See  Ural-ertzgeb.  torn,  ii.  p*  104. 

'  the 
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the  fum  did  act  much  atfeed  one  and  ahatf  m3» 
lion%  and  in  the  year  1783  it  wu  (till  k&*.  The 
pood  of  copper  cods  the  crown,  from  its  ova 
fcumleries,  about  five  rubles ;  but  when  it  is  ob* 
liged  to  purchafe  the  fame,  nine  rubles;  the  pri- 
vate founderie*  muft  aU  deliver  the  half  of  their 
copper  to  the  mint,  at  the  fate  of  five  rubtes  fifty 
kopeeks  the  pood :  but  the  pood  of  copper  ia 
coined  into  fifteen  rabies;  if  we  deduft  frwa  this 
the  wafle  ki  the  coinage  the  wages  of  workmen,* 
and  the  expencc  of  tranfport,  the  remainder  » 
pure  profit  Formerly  the  mine*ownm  were  oIk 
Kged  to  deliver  two  thirds  of  their  copper  at  thfc 
mint,  which  afterwards  was  lowered  to  the  bai£ 
Some  are  of  opinion,  that  thefe  deliveries  ceafed 
with,  the  other  impertalties  which  the  omprefe  re- 
linqniihed  by  her  ukafe  of  grace :  bat  this  feeais 
to  be  an  error  arifing  from  a  mtfconceptioa  of  the 
matter  i  for  the  ukafe  of  the  28th  of  June  1786 
enprc&ly  fays  in  the  98th  article:  "  Whoever 
"  (hall  henceforward,  befides  the  a&ual  produce 
"  of  his  copper*works,  obtain  a  frefh  racreaft 
"  from  them,  or  ihall  open  a  new  mine,  /hall,  for 
"  this  copper  gained  above  the  dated  quantity, 
"  be  freed  from  the  obligation  of  delivering  the 
*€  half  of  that  metal  at  five  rubles  6%  kopeeks 
"  into  the  caiflTe,  and  at  the  feme  time  be  at  li- 
*'  berty  to  deliver  it,  on  fuch  terms  as  he  can 
H  agree  tof  to  our  aflignation-bank,  and  either  to 

•  See  Hermann's  Ejrtzgeb.  torn,  u.  p.  99  k  fq.  and  lorn.  St. 
p.  363  8c  fq . 

I  *  "fell 
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"  fell  it  or  to  carry  on  any  lawful  trade  with  it 
"  that  he  find*  moft  profitable  #. w  —  Not  only 
ruffian  gold  and  filver  are  coined,  but  aifo  foreign, 
which  the  crown  either  buya  or  obtains  by  com- 
merce and- the  cuftoma.  Thus,  the  chineie  com- 
merce brings  filyer  into  the  empire  at  fixteen 
rubles  the  pound  f.  The  cuftoms  at  Riga,  which 
rauft  be  paid  in  Alberts-dollars  $,  yield  the  crown 
a  confiderable  quantity  of  filver  for  the  mint  - 
That  this  metal  is  likewife  brought  to  St,  Peterf. 
burg  appears  from  authentic  documents.  Ac* 
cording  to  one  of  thefe  there  came  to  that  city  in 
the  year  1788; 


Numssh.I  Weight, 


Value. 


gold: 
Ingots    -    -  - 
Ducats  -    -  - 

StLVIft.  : 

Bats     •     -    - 
Dollars     -     - 


24,010 
320,117 


MM 


Kopt 


50 


Total  360,105  50 


•  By  »  ukafe  of  the  13d  of  Jons  1794,  alt  copper- work*  be- 
longing to  individuals,  which  art  fet  up  with  the  afttanoe  of 
the  crown-caife,  or  have  received  land,  fbrefts,  or  boors  from 
the  crowa,  moft  pay,  over  and  above  the  former  tenths,  te* 
pood  oat  of  every  hundred. 

f  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  iii.  p.  145.— -This  Is  the  price  of  fil- 
ver in  Ruffia;  the  filverfmiths,  however,  now  payfiunewhaf 
more  lor  it* 

J  The  Alberts-dollar*  dial  come  into  die  cuftom-fconfe  therv ' 
are  immediately  cut  in  two  and  fent  to  the  mint  at  Petcrfbnrg. 

4  The 
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The  crown  has  fometimes  found  great  advan- 
tage in  the  purchaie  of  filver  from  abroad  * ;  bat 
in  general  the  coinage  of  filver  and  gold  forms  a. 
part  of  the  national  revenue. 

13.  Natural  products,  in  which  taxes  and 
tribute  are  paid,  the  true  amount  whereof  can 
never  be  accurately  afcertained.  Thus  Livonia 
is  bound  to  deliver  for  every  haak  a  dated  quan- 
tity of  rye,  barley,  oats,  and  hay,  for  money  in- 
deed, but  for  a  low  fixed  price,  and  at  whatever 
place  the  (lewartry  of  provifions  is  pleafed  to  ap- 


*  The  following  anecdote  from  the  month  of  an  imperial 
annifter  may  ferve  as  an  illuftratipn  of  what  is  here  advanced. 
When  the  emperor  Peter  III.  was  about  to  undertake  the  expe- 
dition which  he  had  refolved  to  make  againft  Denmark  with  an 
army  of  eighty  thoufand  men,  whereof  count  Romantzof  was  to 
form  the  avant-guard  with  a  body  of  twenty  thoufand,  he  en- 
deavoured not  only  to  enter  into  a  treaty  with  certain  courts 
concerning  the  proper  requifites,  &c.  but  caufed  alfo  a  remit- 
tance often  millions  of  rubles  to  defray  the  firft  expences  of  the 
campaign.     The  remittance  of  thefe  futns  could  not  be  done 
without  lofs.    By  the  well-known  events  which  prefer.tly  after 
happened,  the  expedition  fell  to  the  ground ;  and  then  arofe  the 
qneftion,  how  heft  to  draw  back  the  money  .without  additional 
loffes,  and  that  at  once,  at  lcaft  fo  as  that  no  exceeding  long 
term  might  intervene  ?  A  very  refpe&able  miniftcr,  then  in  of* 

-.4 

%p^^HDfttod  oii'th*  fubje#  with  Mr.  William  Gomm,  an 
engliih  merchant  at  St.  Peterfburg,  and  court- banker,  who  re- 
commended fecrecy,  and  drew  up  a  plan,  in  which  all  mention 
of  recalling  the  money  was  ftudioufly  avoided,  but  a  coromiflioa 
was  given  at  various  places  to  buy  gold  and  filver  in  bars  to  that 
amount;  by  which  a  confiderable  gai&enfued. 

point: 
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point  *  :  Efthonia  pays  in  rye  and  barley.  —  Some 
tribes  fend  hides  and  furs  into  the  imperial  trea- 
fury.  Thus,  the  Vogules  deliver  a  certain  number 
of  elk-fkins  \ ;  fome  pay  fables  in  natura  £ ;  fome 
tartars  pay  tribute  in  martens  or  other  furs,  as 
thofe  on  the  river  Tfchulym  §.  Of  the  Tungufes 
it  appears,  that, about  the  year  1770  money  had 
been  taken  inftead  of  fuch  tributes  ||.  Tributes  in 
kind,  in  many  diftrifte,  as  in  thofe  of  Krafnoyarflc, 
are  ftill  ascertained  by  fables,  though  no  longer 
headwife,  but  of  whole  ftems  colle&ively ;  alfo 
not  always  in  fables,  but  generally  in  other  furs, 
even  hi  hides  of  large  deer  and  elks,  which  the 
caifTe  admits  at  fixty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
kopeeks  a  piece  for  the  ufe  of  the  cavalry.  Much 
tribute  is  paid  in  money,  and  then  the  fable  is 
reckoned  at  a  ruble  i.     Thus  the  Sagayans  (Tar- 

.  *  Sometimes  meal  10  required  inftead  of  rye,  and  grift  inftead 
of  barley,  whereby  a  lofs  is  apt  to  arife,  and  the  receiver  may 
have  an  opportunity  for  finding  fault.  But  the  cafe  is  hardeft 
when  the  delivery,  particularly  of  the  hay,  is  required  to  be 
made  at  very  diftant  places.  —  However,  in  return  for  thefe 
hardihips,  in  Livonia  %nd  Efthonia  they  are  exempt  from  the  fur- 
nifhing  of  recruits.  —  The  livonian  arende-eftates  belonging  to 
the  crown  deliver  corn  gratis. 

+  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  ii.  p.  258,  and  Hermann's  Beytrag. 
torn.  iii.  p.  143. 

%  Hermann,  ib.  p.  135,  $  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  ii. 

p.  319  and  663.  ||  Id.  ib.  p.  241.  &  fq. 

>  The  Vogules  in  the  government  of  Perme  pay,  if  I  rightly 
recoiled,  two  rubles  in  lieu  of  the  fables. 

vol.  u.  v  tars) 
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tars)  on  the  banks  of  the  Abakan,  pay  for  each 
bow  three  rubles  *.  —  In  regard  to  all  fuch  tri- 

■ 

butes  the  late  emprefs  granted  a  great  alleviation 
by  ordering  the  acceptance  of  other  furs  mora 
eafily  obtained,  and  at  the  fame  time  fecured  th' 
tributaries  from  the  vexations  formerly  .exercifeo 
by  the  receivers ;  of  which  fomething  farther  wi  i 
be  mentioned  hereafter. 

14.  The  fliare  of  excise  and  recognition 
duties  in  towns,  but  which  amount  to  no  great 
Aims,  and  are  not  raifed  by  far  in  all  towns. 

15.  The  posts,  which  only  yield  a  net  profit 
in  fome  provinces  where  the  maintenance  occafions 
no  expence  to  the  crown. — In  Livonia  and 
Efthonia  the  owners  of  eftates  are  obliged  to  keep 
all  the  poft-houfes ;  the  crown,  therefore,  in  the 
year  1786  raifed  a  revenue  of  about  fixty-fix 
thoufand  rubles  from  the  poft-office  at  Riga  :  — 
whereas  the  fupport  of  the  ppft-houles  f  in  Ingfia 
cofts  it  a  pretty  large  fum. 

.  16.  All  kinds  of  bent  for  places,  (hops,  mill^ 
parcels  of  ground,  bee-hives  in  forefts,  bathing* 
houfes,  fifheries,  public  inns,  &c.  J    Particularly 

a  good 

•  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  iii.  p.  12  and  34$. 

+  I  believe  latterly  fome  alteration  was  made  in  this  re/ped. 

J  Some  of  thefe  contracts  have  indeed  been  difcontinued,  as 
the  capture  of  fea-dogs  in  the  Jfeikal ;  but  others  continue,  as 
appears  from  the  feveral  ukafes  and  the  revenue-accounts. 
Concerning  fome  I  have  my  doubts,  as  feveral  may  perhaps  have 

been 
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a  good  deal  of  land  which  the  crown  cannot 
occupy  is  let  on  leafe  as  fields  or 'meadows,  by 
defaettiries,  for  a  trifle  indeed,  but  from  the 
great  quantity,  amounting  to  a  good  fum  upon 

the  whole. 

17.  Recruit-money  from  merchants:  thefe 
were  obliged  formerly  to  furnilh  recruits,  but  now 
they  pay  for  each  recruit  five  hundred  rubies  to 
the  imperial  caiffe.  From  one  hundred  thoufand 
merchants  this  amounts  at  every  levy  to  a  con- 
fiderable  fum,  —  Foreign  merchants  are  exempt 
from  it. 

18,  Various  pecuniary  penalties,  fuch  as, 
for  harbouring  or  concealing  deferters,  for  diftil- 
ling  brandy  contrary  to  law,  for  felling  brandy  or 
felt  contrary  to  law,  for  negleft  of  duty,  (pn 
which  occafions  a  part  of  the  officer's  pay  is  de- 
duced, )  for  keeping  accounts  in  arrears,  #c. 
Yet  in  fuch  cafes  none  are  proceeded  againft  with 
extreme  feverity, 

What  few  remaining  fources  of  revenue  there 
may  be  will  be  found  in  fome  refpefts  at  leaft 
reducible  to  one  or  other  of  the  foregoing,  deno- 
minations, 


>■■  ■ 


been  aboliihed  latterly,  as  the  tcitfh  of  the  marienglas  at 
Udinik ;  likewife  the  ten  rabies  for  every  iron  foundcry,  and  on 
fimthies  in  Yenifeiflc.    See  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  iii.  p.  95  and 

t  3  The 
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Rubles, 


J  ,300,000 


297,000 


The  national  revenue  then  at  prefent  amounts 
annually  to  about  as  follows : 

Tax  on  capital  of  107,264  merchants, 

A  of  whom  though  many  pay  only 
five  rubles  per  annum,  yet  almoft 

*  as  many  pay  ten,  or  fifty  to  one 
hundred,  and  fome  even  one  thou- 
fand  rubles ;  fay  only     -     -     - 

Polktax  on  247,604  burghers,  at  120 
kopeeks      - 

Poll-tax  on  11,205,077  boors  be- 
longing to  the  crown  and  to  pri- 
vate individuals,  who,  for  the  moft 
part,  pay  feventy  kopeeks,  a  few 
fomewhat  lefs,  but  many  far  more ; 
on  account  of  arrears,  &c.  fay  only 

Poll-tax  on  774,067  odnodvortzi,  at 
one  ruble;  fome  pay  more,  but 
others  nothing  at  all      -     -    -    - 

Obrok  on  thefe  odnodvortzi,  at  three 
rubles     ---- 

<)brok  on  4,56ft,  166  crown  and  oeco- 
nomy-boors,  at  three  rubles;  yet 
becaufe  fome  contribute  Ids,  or 
perform  work  inftead,  or  remain  in 
debt,  Sec.  only    -    -    -     -     -     - 

Addition  to  the  poll-tax  and  obrok, 
on  eafh  ruble  two  kopeeks     -      •? 

Cuftoms  at  all  the  fea-ports,  about    - 


7,000,000 


700,000 


$,3Q0,O0a 


&00©,00Q 


380,000 
8,000,000, 
Land- 
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Rubles. 

Land-duties  I  reckon  only  at*  -  -  800,000 
From  kabaks  and  public-houfes  -  -  8,500,00Q 
From  the  (ale  of  fait  -----  2,000,000 
From  the  crown-mines  about      -      -    1,800,000 

From  the  mint    -    - 2,000,000 

From  ftamped  paper,  perhaps      -    -        600,000 
Pofchlin   on  the  fale  of  immovable 
property,    likewife  on  proceedings 
at  law,    with  feal-money,    as  alfo 
for  preparing  of  patents,  at  leaft  800,000 

Excife  and  recognition-duties,  fun- 
dries  arifing  from  premiums  for 
contrafts,    rents,    recruiting,    and 

forfeitures -        -       600,000 

From  Livonia  and  Efthonia,  from 
the  crown-eftates,  in  arende-corn, 
and  fpecie,  likewife  profit  on  pay- 
ments in  natural  produ&s  from 
private  and  public  eftates,  as  alfo 
in  revenues  from  the  poft-houfes  200,000 

From  families  and  kibitkies  of  Kal-   • 
mucs,    from  Tartars  of  Taurida, 

&c.f     -      -.- 100,000 

Befidcs  many  other  receipts,    particularly  in 

*  When  the  trade  with  China  is  in  good  progrefs,  at  with 
other  neighbouring  countries,  it  amounts  much  higher*  probably 
to  two  millions. 

f  The  tribute  in  fors  paid  by  fundry  nations  I  comprehend 
under  the  poll-tax  and  ohrok. 

t  3  natural 
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natural  produ&s,  which  are  not  here  fpecifiecL 
Accordingly  w  have  now  a  refult  of  upwards  of 
forty-flx  millions ;  though  appearances  give  room 
to  fhppofe  that  the  receipt*  are  not  eftimated  to 
their  full  amount*  ^But  allowing  that  feveral 
articles  produce  rather  left,  yet  there  remains  ex- 
ceedingly more  than  foreigners  (generally  from 
conje&ures  without  foundation  or  knowledge  of 
the  matter)  have  hitherto  dated.  That  the  reve- 
pues  cannot  amount  to  much  Ids,  is  manifeft 
from  the  incontrovertible  fafts  which  have  been 
adduced;  however,  ex  abundanti,  it  may  be 
illuftrated  by  an  inftance  taken  from  another 
point  of  view.  To  this  end  let  us  feleft  three 
governments  which  are  not  among  the  laigeft 
either  as  to  fuperficial  contents  or  to  the  number 
of  their  inhabitants,  namely,  thole  of  Reval, 
Riga,  and  Permc.  In  the  two  firft  are  found 
neither  of  the  productive  monopolies  of  the 
crown,  viz.  the  fale  of  brafcdy  and  fait,  nor 
mines ;  and  bcfides  they  are  the  finallcft  in  the 
whole  empire.  But  the  government  of  Riga  in 
the  year  1785  brought  in  above  1{  millions,  and 
that  of  Reval,  being  the  Ieaft,  in  1787  about 
three  hundred  thoufand  rubles.  From  that  of 
Perme  the  receipts  are  at  prefcnt  calculated  to  be 
above  3£  millions.     Now  coniider,  the  number, 

0  On  making  a  calculation  Tome  time  ago  wfch  an  intelligent 
man,  we  brought  the  produce  to  upwards  of  forty-eight  milli- 
ons, though  every  particular  was  very  moderately  rated. 

the 
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the  dimenfions,   and  the  revenues  of  the  other 
governments  •• 

The  national  revenue,  therefore,  far  exceeds 
that  of  moil  other  countries  in  Europe,  and  ii 
amply  fufficient,  not  only  to  anfwer  all  the  ex- 
J>encesv  of  government,  but  alfo  to  afford  con- 
Cderable  fums  for  the  benefit  and  embellifliment 
of  the  empire,  though  the  late  emprefi  remitted 
many  taxes,  and  abolifhed  feveral  monopolies. 
With  the  farther  increafe  of  commerce  it  will, 
naturally  keep  equal  pace.  —  But  if  we  take  into 
the  account  the  military  fervice  performed  by 
fpme  nations,  among  others  of  the  Don-kozaks 
and  their  numerous  branches,  or  the  great  f  facings 
arifing  from  the  nature  of  the  government  and 

the  habits  of  the  people,  and  regard  them,  as  we 

» 

•  Here  might,  perhaps,  be  a  proper  place  to  fabjoin  fome 
farther  obfervations  on  the  public  burdens  or  taxes;  this  will 
be  done  afterwards  if  room  can  be  fpared  for  that  purpofe. 

+  Among  thefe  are  not  only  the  fmall  pay  of  the  foldiers  and 
failors,  bat  alfo  many  other  particulars.  Thus,  the  whole  of 
the  vafl  multitude  of  the  nralian  Kozaks,  for  all  their  military 
fervices  on  the  frontiers  of  that  fide  of  the  empire,  &c.  receive 
of  the  crown  no  more  than  an  annual  pay  of  five  thousand  rubles, 
and  a  few  prefents  when  they  bring  fiih  to  Peterfbnrg :  in  re- 
turn, the  abundant  filhery  in  the  river  Ural  is  granted  to  them, 
(which  fome  merchants  are  faid  to  have  offered  to  take  by 
contract  at  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand  rubles,)  by  means 
of  which  they  are  enabled  to  pafs  their  days  in  idlenefs,  jpUity, 
and  luxury,  and  think  ihemfehes  richly  paid. 

y  4  %  properly 
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properly  may,  as  part  of  the  revenue,  we  fhall  find 
the  amount  to  be  greater  by  fome  millions. 

The  national  expenditure  ought  reafonably  now 
to  be  fet  againft  the  receipts,  and  both  compared 
together ;  but  to  this  I  find  myfelf  not  competent, 
and  muft,  therefore,  make  a  tew  brief  remarks 
fuffice.  —  In  general  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  in 
drawing  a  comparifon  between  Ruilia  and  other 
european  nations  it  exhibits  a  ftriking  difference : 
in  regard  to  national  expences  *.  What  in  other 
countries  demands  enormous  fums,  can  fometimes 
in  Ruffia  be  accompliflied  at  much  lets  than  the 
half:  only  compare  the  many  great  fortreffes 
in  Fiance,  or  the  pay  of  failors  in  England  and; 
Holland,  with  thofe  in  Ruffia,  where  the  cheap- 
nefe  of  provifions  and  other  neceffaries,  the  mul- 
tiplicity of  the  produ6ls,  the  low  pay,  the  fervices 
to  be  performed  without  wages,  and  feveral  other 
things  occafion  very  conliderable  favings.  — 
However  it  muft  be  obferved  on  the  other  hand, 
that  the  prefent  national  expenditure  in  Ruffia  is 
widely  different  from  what  it  formerly  was :  to 
convince  us  of  this  we  need  only  turn  our  eyes 
to  the  numerous  fleets,  the  augmentations  of  the 
army,  the  many  fumptuous  eftablifhments,  the 
embellifhments  of  the  refidence,  the  ere&ion  and 
fupport  of  a  great  number  of  new  towns,  the  bene- 

■ 

*  One  of  the  firft  is,  that,  for  inftance,  in  fome  countries* 
where  the  national  income  is  very  great,  the  major  part  of  it 
goes  to  pay  the  intereft  of  the  national  debt. 

*  ficial 
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fieial  endowments,  the  falaries  of  the  officers  in 
the  provincial  governments,  andia  thoufand  other 
things,  in  comparifon  of  the  expences  of  the  im-, 
pcrial  treafury  in  former  reigns.  It  is  not  there- 
fore furprifing  that  new  fources  of  revenue  were 
neceffary  for  meeting  thefe  expences.  How  many 
millions  have  been  fpent  upon  the  colon  ills ! 
What  fums  are  now  required  by  the  numerous 
places  of  education,  cadet-corps,  fchools,  tlie 
making  of  new  roads,  for  inftance  that  from 
Peterlburg  to  Mofco,  &c.  Even  the  minifters  at 
foreign  courts  are  increafed  in  number ;  and  how 
many  confuls  did  Catharine  II.  keep  in  feveral 
places  where  formerly  there  were  none !  The 
penfions,  likewife,  at  prefent*  require  more  than 
formerly,  as  there  are  two  new  orders  of  knight-* 
hood  inftituted  who  receive  them.  —  From  this 
curfory.view  it  appears,  indeed,  that  the  national 
expences  tauft  be  very  great,  but  the  aftual 
amount  of  them  cannot  be  accurately  given  by 
any  private  individual,  probably  not  even  by  the 
high-treafurer  of  the  empire  f- 

.That 

*  Even  in  the  penfions  there  are  certain  favings  in  Ruflla. 
It  often  happens  that  fuperannuated  officers  requeft,  inftead 
of  a  peiifion,  to  be  placed  in  fome  garrifon,  where,  thougfe 
with  lefs  pay,  they  live  at  greater  eafe  and  at  a  much  fmaller 
expence.  Others  obtain,  in  lieu  of  a  penfion,  a  piece  of  crown 
land  on  paying  the  arende.  Others  again  are  allowed  an  annual 
prefent  out  of  the  revenues  arifing  from  the  oeconomy-boors.    . 

f  There  are  national  expences  which  are  never  publicly 
known,  at  lcaft  are  never  named  in  the  eftimates  according 

2  tO 
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That  the  ete&ion  and  fupport  of  the  govern- 
ments, on  account  of  the  great  number  of  officers 
on  (Upends,  muft  occafion  to  the  crown  an  annual 
expence  of  fome  millions,  of  M'hich  nothing  was 
heretofore  known,  needs  not  to  be  infifted  on. 
It  may  be  illuftrated  by  an  example  drawn  from 
the  five  following  governments.      That  of  St 
Peterfburg,    including   the  military  commands, 
colls  annually  1*44,450  rubles;   that  of  Vyborg 
113,663;  that  of  Reval,  about  108,000;  that  of 
Riga  in  albert-dollars  and  ruffian  coin  together 
about   163,000;    and  that   of   Perme   161,947 
rubles. — For  the  army  eftablifhment,  according 
to  the  declaration  of  a  late  member  of  the  college 
of  war,  about  the  year  1764,  was  near  upon  nine 
millions ;  the  commiffaries  of  provision  received 
2,300,000  rubles:    whether  this    fum    be    ftill 
fufficient,  as  the  army  is  much  increafed,  I  cap- 
not  fay,  but  probably  it  is,  becaufe  by  the  new 
regulations  many  expences  are  avoided.  —  But 
the  fum  formerly  allotted  to  the  marine  of  one 
million  two  hundred  thoufand  cannot  now  in  any 
degree  fuffice,  is  manifeft  from  the  brief  reprefen- 
fctfion  already  given. 

It  is  certain  that  the  expences  of  various  kinds 
would  be  remarkably  diminished,  (and  the  re- 


to   their    application   to   particular   views   of  government. 
Sums  that  occasionally  pais  through  the  hands  of  a  foreign 
odnifier,  Re- 
ceipts 
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cefyts  at  the  fame  time  be  increafed, )  if  all  the 
people  in  office  would  faithfully  manage  the  Aims 
that  pals  through  their  hands  as  their  duty  re- 
quires. Formerly  the  crown  was  fiibjed  to  great 
lofles  (as  is  the  cafe  more  or  lefs  in  all  countries) 
by  negligence  *' and  like  wife  by  fraud  |. — So 
likewife  would  the  national  revenue  be  greater  in 
itfelf  if  certain  defe&s  and  difadvantages  could  be 
entirely  avoided.     For,  not  to  mention  the  great 

•  Thus,  hay  is  fometimes  bought  at  a  high  price  on  the 
crown's  account ;  and,  not  being  wanted  for  immediate  ufe, 
is  fuffered  to  lie  cxpofed  to  the  weather  till  it  is  entirely 
fpoilt.  So  it  frequently  fares  with  the  deliveries  of  meal  in 
mat-facks. 

+  One  inftance  may  ferve  out  of  ten  thoufand.  An  officer 
(by  birth  a  German)  had  a  large  magazine  under  his  care, 
which  brought  him  in  confiderable  profit.  Being  called  to 
town  to  deliver  his  accounts,  on  the  journey  the  public-houfe 
where  he  had  put  up  for  the  night  took  fire  (who  fet  it  on  fire 
need  not  be  mentioned).  He  proved  the  burning  of  the  houfe, 
lamented  that  his  books  were  all  burnt  in  it,  and  was  difnuflcd 
without  farther  procefs.— In  the  feven-years-war  a  contra&or, 
who  was  bargaining  with  a  general  for  a  delivery  of  meal, 
demanded  by  far  too  high  a  price.  On  being  chid  for  having 
the  alTurance  to  afk  fo  exorbitantly,  excufed  himfelf  by  faying, 
that  he  could  reckon  on  but  a  very  moderate  profit,  as  he  muft 
make  a  number  of  prefents  before  he  could  hope  to  touch  the 
jnoney;  firft  to  get  the  contra&  approved  and  figned;  then 
that  no  fault  mould  be  found  with  the  meal  on  its  delivery : 
next  to  get  the  proper  receipt  for  it ;  afterwards  to  obtain  an 
order  for  payment;  and,  laftly,  to  procure  the  money  without 
tirefome  delay*  and  evafions.  It  was  faid  that  fuch  transitions 
latterly  became  lefs  frequent; 

arrears 
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arrears  in  the  obrok  and  poll-tax,  or  in  other 
matters,  both  the  fea  and  land  cttftoms  fuffer  a 
confiderable  defalcation  hy  fmuggling,  which,  in 
fpite  of  all  precautions  hitherto  employed,  flou- 
rifhes  here  as  much,  at  leaft,  as  in  other  countries. 
In  the  mean  time  the  great  number  of  frontier- 
furveyors  and  frontier-riders  appointed  for  the 
fuppreffion  of  it  coft  the  imperial  treafury  con- 
fiderable fums.  —  It  has  fometimes  formerly  hap- 
pened, that  either  merchants  or  perfons  in  office, 
by  their  manner  of  proceeding,  or  by  accident, 
have  interrupted  the  trade  with  fome  of  the  neigh- 
bouring nations,  and  thereby  brought  a  fenfible 
detriment  to  the  cuftoms,  and  indeed  to  feveral 
provinces.  —  However,  during  the  reign  of  her 
late  majefty  feveral  former  diminutions  of  the 
revenue  were  checked  by  prudent  meafures,  and 
at  the  fame  time  the  amount  very  much  increafed. 
One  method  was  by  putting  a  ftop  to  the  pra&ice 
of  farming  out  the  duties,  &c. 

Concerning  the  national  debt  miftakes  are  alio 
gone  abroad.  Some  authors  have  eftimated  it  at 
forty  millions  of  rubles;  but  this  ftatement  is 
erroneous.  Bufching  gives  it  accurately  from  a 
manifesto  of  June  28,  1 786,  in  which  the  emprefe 
feys,  that  by  wars,  by  the  augmentation  of  the 
forces  by  fea  and  land,  as  well  as  by  coftly  under- 
takings to  the  incalculable  benefit  of  the  empire, 
an  expence  has  been  already    incurred  to  the 

amount 
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amount  of  fix  millions  fix  hundred  thoufand 
rubles.  Which  debt  was  to  be  liquidated  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  1 795  *.  When  this  is  com- 
pared with  the  formidable  national  debt  in  other 
countries  of  Europe,  and  at  the  fame  time  regard 
is  had  to  the  large  revenues  of  Rufiia,  it  is 
evidently  a  mere  trifle, 

•  Not  by  new  taxes,  as  in  many  other  countries,  bat  by  the 
furnluifes  arijing  from  the  ordinary  national  revenues: 


VIEW 
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BOOK    VIII. 

THE  IMPERIAL  COLLEGES. 

X  O  facilitate  our  view  of  thefe  objefts,  and  to 
discriminate  them  more  efFe6hially  from  each 
other,  I  fhall  follow  the  method  hitherto  purfued 
J>y  dividing  them  under  feparate  heads. 


SECTION   I. 
Preliminary  Remarks. 

The  adminiftration  of  fo  large  a  government 
demands  not  only  courts,  but  that  fome  of  them, 
according  to  the  circuit  of  -  their  cognizance  and 
affairs,  fhould  be  endowed  with  confiderable 
authority,  and  at  the  fame  time  difplay  a  fui  table 

dignity 
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dignity  and  fplendor.     However,  an  imperial  col- 
lege by  no  means,  r,efeipbles  a  parliament,   having 
authority,  or  at  leaft  which  might  venture,  to  fet 
afide  the  edi6ls  it  received,  and  delay  their  execu- 
tion.    Indeed,  as  has  been  already  fhewn,  by  the 
decree  of  Peter  I.  and  the  regulations  adopted  by 
th£  late  emprefe,   if,  on  the  emiflidn  of  any  com- 
mand or  law,  they  wifh  to  fubmit  fome  weighty 
points  for  confider^tion  by  way  of  remonftrance, 
it  is  permitted  them  to  do  fo,  and  to  defer  the  ex- 
ecution till  the  final  refolution  be  obtained ;  when, 
if  the   command  be  repeated,  no  farther  delay 
enfues. 

Moft  of  the  imperial  coHeges,  as  will  readily  be 
fuppofed,  are  in  the  refidence,  in  the  vicinity,  and 
as  it  were  under  the  eye  of  the  fovereign  ;  many 
of  them,  however,  have  their  feveral  diftinft  de- 
partments at  Mofco,  and  forrte  have  even  their 
principal  feflion  there :  either  becaufe  that  capital 
was  formerly  alfo  the  refidence,  and  therefore  ftill 
enjoys  fomc  privileges ;  or  as  being  thought  more 
convenient  for  the  difpatch  of  particular  affairs, 
—  Moreover,  the  imperial  colleges  are  of  two 
kinds,  fome  being  co-ordinate  with  each  other, 
and  others  fubordinate.  In  their  halls  of  aflem- 
bly  at  the  upper  end  of  the  table  (lands  a  chair  of 
frate  under  a  canopy  for  the  fovereign,  as  a  fen- 
fible  token  of  that  authority  prefixing  there,  a 
conftant  fuggeftion  to  the  alfambled  members, 

and 
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and  a  magnificence  exciting  awe  •>  The  mem- 
ber* of  the  colleges  fit  at  the  fides  of  the  tables, 
as  does  the  proficient  likeyrife*  —  In  the  imperial 
cblleges  is  a  procureur,  or  upper-pfocureur,  bat 
in  the  fenate  a  general  procureur. '  The  procu- 
reur fits  ia  one  corner  of  the  hall ;  in  another  the 
fecretary  or  upper  fecretary ;  neither  df  whon 
have  properly  aiiy  voice  in  the  tranla&ionst;  tout 
the  former  muft  obferve  that  nothing  ift  done 
conttaty  to  law,  and  therefore  it  is  his  bufinefi  to 
remind  the  affembly  during  their  confultations  of* 
the  particular  laws  that  relate  to  the  matter  befote 
them  as  dccafion  may  require;  No  fentente  is 
valid,  or  can  be  lent  abroad  without  his  figpa- 
lure,  If  the  procureuf,  e<  g.  in  the  fenate,  per- 
ceives feme  contrary  rgafons,  he  repreffentt  theft, 
to  the  department ;  if  they  prove  of  no  avail,  he 

*  In  all  die  inferior  courts  a  triangular  figure  of  kbra6  fiir- 
knoonted  with  an  imperial  crown  is  placed  upon  the  table,  of 
the  fame  nature  with  the  mace  belonging  to  bodies  corporate  in 
England,  as  a  fymbol  of  the  authority  by  which  the  fittings  are 
held.  On  the  three  faces  of  this  triangle  are  inscribed  the  fckafes 
of  Peter  I.  concerning  judges  and  parties.  Whoever  behaves 
difrefpe&fally  of  improperly  before  this  figure,  is  confidered  as 
having  behaved  fo  in  prefence  of  the  (bvereign. 

t  In  the  lower  courts,  where  new  judges  are  choferi  every 
three  years,  the  fecretary  mnft  prefent  the  matters  of  the  court 
with  th4  laws  that  krrt  to  the  decifion  of  the  cafes  that  com* 
before  them.  This,  together  with  long  experience,  tic.  may 
give  lush  at  times  a  certain  degree  of  influence,  and  that  even 
in  fnperior  courts. 

vol.  ii.  c  delivers 
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delivers  them  to  the  general  procureur,  who  may, 
if  he  pleafe,  lay  the  matter  before  the  affembled 
fenate.  —  Belonging  to  ail  the  colleges  are  not 
only  a  great  number  of  chancery-officers,  as  fe- 
cretaries,  archivifts,  cancellerifts,  writers,  &c.  fince 
there  is  a  prodigious  deal  of  writing  * ;  but  every- 
one of  the  fuperior  has  its  own  printing-office,  as 
well  as  its  phyficians  in  ordinary. 

Peter  the  great  is  allowed  on  all  hands  to  have 
accomplished  much ;  but  it  was  not  poffible  for 
him  to  introduce  every  thing  at  once.     Under 
his  fucceffors  in  many  refpe&s  but  little  was  done: 
perhaps  likevvife  abufcs  might. creep  iji  from. the 
undue  exercife  of  power  by  a  particular  college, 
or  the  ufurpations  or  the  negligence  of  fome  per- 
sons who  had  arrived  at  the  fummit  of  confe- 
•  quencef.     This  it  was  that  fuggefted  to  Catha- 
rine II.  the  neceffity  for  making  many  alterations, 
.  and  for  adopting  new  regulations.  —  Likewife  by 
'  the  introdu6lion  of  the  provincial  governments 

*  In  no  other  country  in  the  world  perhaps  arc  the  offices 
even  of  the  inferior  courts,  fo  thronged  with  clerks,  and  no 
where  is  there  fo  much  writing  as  in  Raffia.  —  Neverthelefs  it 

'  is  pretended  that  formerly  in  every  chancery  *rt  adequate  regu- 
larity did  not  always  prevail.  —  On  urgent  occafions,  after  mak- 
ing ftri&  fearchfor  papers,  plans,  admeafurements,  and  a  thou- 
fand  other  things,  they  could  not  be   found  in   their  proper 

'  places. 

f  One  inftance  happened  under  theemprefs  Eli2abeth,  which 

'  excited  great  attention  in  regard-to  the' city  of  Irkutfk,  on 
which  occafion  a  very  upright  governor  was  made  a  facrifice. 

feveral 
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feveral  of  the  former  colleges  became  lefs  neCeflkry*  - 
and  others  quite  fuperfluous:   accordingly  foitte 
have  entirely  ceafed  to*  aft ;  others  are  only  emj 
ployed  about  long-depending  caufes;    of  many' 
the  public  knows  not  whether  they  are  continued 
or  abolilhed,  or  whether  they  have  undergone  any 
changes  ^  therefore  no  accurate  account  can  now' 
be  given  of  them  *;  —  In  general  it  is  not  to  be 
expe&ed  that  I  ihould  deliver  a  circumftantial 
defcription  of  every  college*    its  members,    its 
concernments,  &c<  but  fuch  brief  accounts  as  the 
nature  of  the  work  allows,  will  be  found  in  the 
following  fe&ions* 


SECTION    IL 
The  Council  and  the  Cabinet 

Is  common  language  neither  of  them  ate 
reckoned  among  the  imperial  colleges ;  yet  in 
many  refpefts  they  may  be  confidered  as  fuch. 

*  It  is  not  therefore  to  be  wondered  at  that  Bufching  fpeaks 
doubtfully  of  various  colleges,  without  afcertaining  whcthef 
they  be  abolilhed  or  (till  in  being.  -—  In  likt  manner  I  mentiori 
fome  that  exifted  formerly  and  are  now  abolilhed,  bat  feveral 
doubtfully*  for  want  of  being  able  to  obtain  fatisfa&ory  ac- 
counts* Therefore*  it  will  not  juftly  be  imputed  to  negligence, 
if  each  college  does  not  appear  exactly  in  its  right  place,  or  if* 
fome  comptoirs  are  entirely  pafied  over. 

Z  2  Both 
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Both  of  them  met  in  the  palace,  depended  upon 
the  emprefe,  a£ted  under  her  eyes,  received  im- 
mediately her  orders,  and  were  in  a  manner  the 
pfoce*  where  all  things  were  originally  fubmitted  to 
her  deeifion  and  publiflied  as  her  decrees. 

During  the  reign  of  Peter  I.  neither  of  them 
were  known :  all  orders  were  then  iflued  from  the 
fenate,  as  the  fiipreme  college  of  the  empire, 
where  he  was  frequently  prefent  and  personally 
prefided.  The  empreffes  Catharine  I.  and  Anna 
departed  from  this  pra&ice :  they  ere&ed  a  cabi- 
net, confifting,  under  their  prefidence,  of  the  two 
chancellors,  and  perhaps  a  couple  of  cabinet-mi- 
nifters ;  and  hence  the  imperial  commands  were 
difpatchedto  the  fenate*,  which  was  ftill  neceflary 
to  be  done.  This  was  altered  again  by  the  em- 
prefs  Elizabeth,  as  fhe  always  was  fedulous  to  re- 
tain every  regulation  that  had  been  made  by  her 
father :  flie  removed  the  cabinet ;  and,  by  a  ma- 
nifefto,  Dec.  12,  1741,  reftored  to  the  feiiate  that 
confequence  which  it  had  in  the  reign  of  Peter  L 

The  emprefs  Catharine  II.  on  her  afcending 
the  throne  (aw  very  weighty  reafons  for  giving  a 
quite  different  conformation  to  the  fenate,  and 
alfo  thought  it  for  the  advantage  of  government 
to  ere&  a  council  and  a  cabinet. 

The  council  was  ftyled  in  rufi,  her  imperial 

*  It  feeamd  to  lofe  fomewhat  by  this,  as  having  row  no  ihare 
in  the  promulgation  of  fccree*,  and  confidently  no  longer  re* 
preferred  the  true  imperial  privy-council. 

majefty's 
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majefty's  council.  It  wfts  compofed  of  the  prin- 
cipal officers  and  perfons  of  the  empire,  namely, 
of  general  feldt-marthals,  generals  in  chief,  fena- 
tors,  and  a&ual  privy-counfellors :  at  prefent  they 
are  fourteen  in  number;  the  fifteenth  -fills  the 
place  of  a  chancery-dire&or,  and  has  a  fecretary 
under  him.  The  vice-chancdlor  of  the  empire  is 
a  member  of  this  council  (the  poft  of  grand* 
chancellor  is  fometimes,  as  at  prefent,  vacant). 

The  cabinet,  to  which  belongs  the  care  of  the 
fovereign's  private  affairs  or  concerns,  as  likewife 
the  reception  of  petitions,  confifts  generally  of 
ten  perfons,  the  high  fteward  of  the  houfehold, 
privy-counfellors,  major-generals,  and  ftate- coun- 
sellors, with  their  feveral  fiabordinate  officers  and 
chanceries.  It  alfo  examines  difpatches,  pafies 
accounts,  &c.  takes  cognizance  of  the  produce  of 
iilver-mines,  &a — Whoever  is  not  fatisfied  with 
a  decifion  of  the  fenate,  may  appeaj  by  petition  to 
the  cabinet ;  and  in  this  refpe&  it  does  the  office 
of  a  fupreme  tribunal,  in  which  the  fovereign  in 
perfon  decides. 

In  extraordinary  cafes  it  fometimes  happens 
that  a  fpecial  high  court  of  juftice  is  appointed, 
not  fubordinate  to  the  fenate  but  immediately 
under  the  fovereign.  The  prefidents  are  ufually 
taken  from  the  imperial  colleges  and  other  emi- 
nent Rations,  and  Hkewife  from  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  fynod*.     Where  the  alleged  offence  is 

♦  Only  as  fpirittul  perfoat  thtj  nercr  pat  their  bind  to  a 
fcntcnoe  of  <tatfh. 

*  z  3  of 
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pf  an  extremely  heinous  nature  *,  the  examina- 
tion is  firft  made  by  particular  perfons  appointed 
for  that  purpofe,  and  the  protocol  is  laid  before 
fhc  commiffioners  for  their  judgment  \V$  have 
feen  occafionally  a  commiflion  appointed  for  caus- 
ing plans  to  be  drawn  up  of  important  inftitutions 
in  contemplation,  as  that,  among  others,  which 
Jthe  late  emprefs  called  together  feme  years  ago  to 
confider  on  the  (late  of  the  mines.  On  fuch  and 
various  other  occafiojis  the  appointment  of  a  com- 
milBop  fpems  highly  neceffary  f  . 


SECTION  in. 
The  twofupreme  Imperial  Colleges* 

In  common  acceptation  there  is  but  one;  namely, 
the  directing  fenate,  as  that  which  iffues  its  orders 
to  all  the  other  colleges  and  boards,   but  receives 

*  Such,  for  example,  as  were  thofc  of  Mirovitck  and  Pa- 


t  The  late  rice-chancellor  count  Panin  frequently  declare*! 
his  di/fike  to  all  commiiBons  ;  he  thought  it  more  fnitablc  u> 
the  doe  coarfe  of  law,  that  every  caitfc  fhould  come  before  its 
proper  court.  Bat  that  cannot  be  done  in  all  cafes :  one  proof 
of  it  is  in  the  abovementioned  ftate  of  the  mines,  into  which 
many  diforders  had  found  their  way,  which  the  mine-college 
could  not  ic&ify.  —  Even  in  matters  of  lefs  moment  commiffions 
and  boards  of  inquiry  are  appointed  in  all  countries.  But  in 
Raffia  cafes  often  happen  where  two  or  three  courts  mull  decide 
in  common;  and  then  they  aft  the  part  of  a  c^mmiffipn. 

none 
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none  except  from  the  fovereign ;  having  in  reality  * 
a  great  authority  and  high  coiifidenttioth  '  Yet  in  * 
fome  refpe&s  the  fyrtod  fhould  beconfidered  as  on.: 
a  par  with  it,  as  being  likewife  fubjed  to  no  other  ' 
college,  but  receives  orders  from  the  fovereign  • 
alone.  Both  require  a  fomewhat  more  precile 
account. 

.  I.  The  directing'  senate  was  conflituted  by  . 
the  emperor  Peter  I. -who  raifed  it  alfo  to  the 
rank  of  the  fupreme  or  higheft  college  of  the  em- ' 
pire*.  By  an  ukafc  of  the  loth  of  December 
1763,  (which  the  fenate  published  under  the  date 
of  January  12,  1764,)  the  late  emprefs  new-mo- 
delled it  entirely,  commanding  that  it  ihouid 
thenceforwards  confift  of  fix  departments,  each 
of  which  to  have  its  allotted  bulinefs,  but  neither 
to  take  precedence  of  the  other :  four  of  thefe  are 
in  Petersburg,  and  the  other  two  in  Mofco. 
Each  iffues  its  orders,  and  fends  them  to  the  infe- 
rior courts  [.     The  nomination  and  the  number  of 

•     the 

*  The  exa&  day  of  its  mftitution,  as  we  find  it  in  the  account 
of  Scheremetof'i  life,  was  the  25th  of  February  171 1,  in  the  ca- 
lendar of  the  academy  of  fciences  for  the  year  1790  it  is  accor- 
dingly faid  to  have  exifted  fevenry-nine  years;  whereas  our 
countryman  captain  Perry,  who  was  then  in  the  coftntry,  tells 
us  that  it  was  inftituted  at  Mofco  in  1709,  and  called  to  Peterf- 
Ijurg  in  1712,  and  that  at  £ril  it  coniilled  of  nine'boyar%. -~Itt 
fac*l  it  feems  to  have  been  creeled  in  the  place  of  the  old  boyars. 

f  As  each  of  the  fix  departments  iflbes  decrees  in  that  he- 
longing  to  it,  (which  arc  uniformly  called  fenate-ukafes,)  it  is 

z  4.  impoflible 
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the  members,  depended  folely  oq.  tfec  e»prefe :  in 
the  year  (786  the  firfj  department  confifted  of 
nine,  and  the  feopnd  of  fix  members;  in  1789 
the  firft  had  fifteen,  the  feeond  nine.  Thrfe  fit; 
a$  no  president  or  vice-prcfident  *  ever  chofen, 
according  to  their  rank  and  feniority.  They 
have  always  been  men  of  high  rank,  {liftinguHhed 
generate,  privy-counfpllors,  princes,  counts,  &<:. 
By  an  ukaife  of  Peter  I,  if  the  monarch  haw  »pr 
pointed  no  others,  governors  are  principally  to 
have  feats  in  the  fenate,  as  being  already  convfr? 
fant  in  date  affairs.  This  fometimes  (till  happens* 
as  not  nftny  years  fince  a  governor  obtained  the 
plaoe  of  a  fenator*;  moreover,  every  general? 
governor,  by  various  edi£ts  in  virtue  of  liia 
office,  is  a  member  of  the  fenate,  at  leaft  is  re? 
garded  as  an  extraordinary  member,  for  op  hi* 
coming  into  the  refidence,  he  may  appear  in  the 
fenate,  and  there  give  his  vote. 

This  fupreme  imperial  college,  which  the  erar 
prefc,  in  her  Inftru6lion  to  the  legiflative  com- 
mifiion,  fed.  xxvi.  ftyles  the  fen&uary  of  the 
laws,  can  iffue  orders  to  any  other  imperial  college^ 


r. .  k  * . 


impoffible  for  a-  private  individual,  even  in  die  heart  of  the 
refidence,  to  inform  hunfelf  pf  all  the  new  ftatates  and  or- 
dinances s  only  fame  few  of  them  being  publi&ed  through  the 
jrefs. 

f  TM  word  fenator  U  adopted  into  themi&aa  kngaage. 

and 
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and  receive  reports  from  them  (the  fynod  alone 
is  an  exception  to  this,  to  which  however  the 
fenate  in  certain  cafes  may  make  a  fort  of  requeft) : 
it  pubhfhes  the  laws  and  ecH&s  received  from  the 
monarch,  and  provides  for  their  execution; 
returns  a  decifive  anfver  to  the  queftions  fent  in 
by  the  courts  or  governors  in  doubtful  cafes; 
appoints  to  many  confiderable  pods  in  the  vice- 
royalties ;  advances,  in  the  name  of  the  emprefs, 
meritorious  civil-officers  to  higher  rank  * ;  and  is 
the  higheft  tribunal  to  which  appeal  can  be  made: 
for  none  can  either  appeal  from  its  decrees  f  nor 
complain  of  them ;  but  whoever  is  diflktisfied 
with  its  lentence,  has  no  other  refburce  than  to 
prefent  his  petition  to  the  cabinet  J,  as  before 
gbfeivetl. 

A  verjr 

*  At  prefent  far  more  titles,  but  to  which  no  a&aal  fervice 
or  pay  are  annexed*  are  conferred  than  formerly,  for  inftancr* 
that  of  a  college-ftcretary,  titular  or  actual  coonfellors,  college- 
aOtibi**  Stc. 

f  AccottUngly  the  empreft  (ays  hi  her  Inltruclion,  ftc 
led.  zcix.  that  the  appeal  to  the  fovereigft  ought  always  to  bo 
rendered  difficult. 

$  Then  the  emprefc  nfed  (though  not  always,  as  it  de- 
fended Q»  her)  to  transfer  the  cafe  adjudged  by  one  depart* 
men*  to  the  whole  fenate  for  their  decjfion.  If  the  aflembl? 
pronounced  a  unanimous  fentence,  then  no  hope  remained  tw 
the  lofing  party  of  any  alteration  from  the  fovere|gn>  But  if 
only  one  fenator  judged  othcrwife,  then  a  gleam  of  hop* 
was  left.  Some  have  gone  from  the  whole  fctate  (tho 
plenum)  with  a  petition  to  the  cabinet ;  yet  I  know  of  but 

one 
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A  very  important,  and  indeed  it  may  be  laid, 
the  mod  important  perfon  in  the  fenate  is  the 
general  procureur,  who  can  oppofe  the  refohitions 
palled  by  any  one  of  the  departments,  prevent  their 
execution,  and  convene  the  whole  fenate  together 
to  pronounce  upon  them ;  and  has,  betides, * 
under  his  care  a  great  number  of  important 
affairs. 

In  the  fenate  are  kept  the  archives  of  the 
empire ;  and  various  official  comptoirs  and  chan- 
ceries belong  to  it  or  depend  upon  it  Thefe  are, 
the  office  of  imperial  treafurer,  or  the  prefent 
board  of  the  imperial  revenues,  which  has  four 
departments,  with  particular  comptoirs*  for  the 
difburiements  and  for  the  furplufies  (or  as  they 
lay  in  Ruflia,  the  over-remaining  funis) ;  then, 
the  board  of  admeafurement  of  the  country  and 
the  frontiers,  with  chancery  and  comptoir,  which 
the  late  emprefe  appointed ;  the  office  of  general 
requeft  mafter,  the  herald-mafter's  comptoir,  &c. 
But,  in  the  two  departments  at  Mofco  the  rofbed- 
archives,  containing  the  family  proofs  of  all  the 
nobility,  have  been  hitherto  kept 


erne  inftaace  where  the  emprefs  made  any  alteration  in  the 
decree  of  the  fenate,  in  order  to  (hew  a  favour  to  all  the  per* 
ions  concerned. 

•  Such  an  one  is  the  prefent  ftate-comptoir  as  a  divifion  of 
what  it  called  the  kafnatfeheftvo,  for  paying  oat  the  fums  ne« 
ceflarjr  for  the  various  pcterlborg-departments,  &c. 

21  The 
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2.  The  holy  directing  synod,  the  fupreme 
fpiritual  court  of  the  ruffo-greek  church.  In  the 
year  1 789  this  high  college  confided  bf  one  me- 
tropolitan, one  archbifliop,  one  bifhop,  one  proto- 
pope  (the  imperial  confeffor),  one  archimandrite 
one  protopope  (of  the  feculars),  one  upper-pro- 
cureur,  one  chief-fecretary,  one  executor,  three 
fecretaries,  one  protocolift,  and  one  ftaff-furgeon  ; 
ftbfent  members  were,  one  metropolitan,  two  arch- 
bifliops,  one  bifhop.  At  the  fy nodal  pomptoir  at 
Mofco  at  that  time  were  one  metropolitan,  one 
archprieft  of  the  fecular  clergy,  one  procureur, 
and  one  fecrctaiy.  In  the  fpiritual  commiffion, 
one  metropolitan,  one  archbifliop,  one  privy- 
counfellor,  and  one  fecretary  *  have  their  feats.  — 
Under  the  authority  of  the  fynod  are  all  prelates, 
confiftories,  eccleiiaftics,  churches,  religious  books, 
&c. 

*  Beiides  thefe  each  eparchy  has  its  own  conliftory  conGfting 
pf  one  archimandrite  one  or  two  priors  (igumens)  and  fome 
(f  cular  clergy. 
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section  nr. 

The  reft  of  the  Imperial  Colleges,  rtith  fcceral 

of  the  Chanceries,  %c. 

They  are  in  a  manner  co-ordinate,  and  come- 
ipond  with  each  other.  They  were  all  inftituted 
later  than  the  fenate,  the  mod  antient  of  them 
dating  its  origin  about  the  year  1718.  In  re- 
ference to  the  foregoing  they  may  be  regarded  as 
colleges  of  the  fecond  clafe.  They  are  diftin- 
guiihed  from  all,  even  the  firft  courts  of  the  vice- 
royalties,  by  having  their  fphere  of  adion  not 
limited  to  a  fingle  government ;  and  likewife  in 
this,  that  they  do  not  firft  apply  to  the  fcnate, 
but  dire&ly  to  the  fovereign. 

1.'  The  colxege  of  foreign  affairs,  which 
has  the  direction  of  minifterial  matters,  pays  the 
falaries  of  minifters  at  foreign  courts,  penfioos, 
and  expences  of  envoys  abroad,  givei  paflports, 
&c.  In  all  public  lifts  it  ftands  before  the  reft 
The  feats  here  are  occupied  by  the  vice-chancellor 
and  other  eminent  perfonages,  at  prefent,  for 
example,  the  fteward  of  the  houfhold,  two  actual 
ftate-counfellors,  and  feveral  ftate-counfellors,  and 
chancery-counfellors.  Befides  fourteen  perfons 
who  exercife  the  fecretariate,  twenty-fix  translators 
$re  here  appointed,  with  feveral  other  chancery- 
officers. 
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officers.  In  their  lifts  the  minifters  abroad  in 
1786  flood  in  the  following  order:  W&rfaw, 
Vienna,  Paris,  Madrid,  Liibon,  Naples,  Drefden, 
Hague,  Turin,  London,  Ratiibon,  Frankfort  on 
the  Maine,  Berlin,  Copenhagen,  Stockholm, 
Hamburgh,  Eutin,  Mitau,  Venice,  Conitantiiio- 
ple,  Florence,  Munich,  Dantzick.  —  Agents  or 
comnuffioners #,  were  likewife  kept  at  Genoa, 
Maltha,  and  in  1789  alfo  in  Perfia. 

Hereto  may  be  properly  added  from  the  fame 
lifts  thofe  perfons  who  are  appointed  to  parts 
abroad,  on  account  of  commerce,  or  air  leaft 
under  that  title,  viz.  the  general  confab  at 
Hamburgh,  Stockholm,  London,  Liibon,  in 
Sicily,  at  Smyrna,  in  the  Archipelago,  in  Mol- 
davia, at  Corfu,  Oftende,  Salonichi,  Leghorn, 
Gibraltar,  Alexandria,  in  Albania,  Saida,  and 
the  other  places  in  Syria,  the  Morea  at  Raguza, 
Bourdeaux,  and  .  Venice.  — •  2.  The  confuls, 
vice-confuls,  and  agents:  at  Sinope,  Elfmeur, 
Triefte,  Cadiz,  Otranto,  Marfeilles,  Rome,  and 
C'rvita-vecchia,  Amfterdam,  Libau,  Leipzik, 
Koenigiberg,  Lubek,  Kiel,  Dantzik,  Augiberg, 
KefklOnia,  Nice,  and  Villa-franca,  Zarite,  in 
Dalmatia  Ancona,  in  Perfia  at  the  port  of 
Entfiii,  in  Candia,  Cyprus,  Rhodes,  Chio,  Sa- 
mos,  at  Varna,  Porto-ferraio,  Negroponte,  San- 

*  The  ruffian  term  poverennuye  I  do  not  here  pretend  to 
tranflate  accurately.  Agent  does  not  come  up  to  it,  as  that 
word  is  already  naturalized  in  the  ruffian  language. 

torini, 
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torini,  Bairut,  Damafcus,  Vindau,  in  the  Dar-* 
dandles,  in  Moldavia,  and  at  Dunkirk. 

The  foreign  minifters,  refidents  and  agents  at 
the  imperial  court  of  Ruffia,  are  in  the  following? 
alphabetical  order* :  from  Auftria,  Great  Britain, 
Venice,  Holland,  Denmark,  Spain,  Kartalinia, 
Naples,  Poland,  Portugal,  Pruffia,  Saxony,  Sar- 
dinia, Tufcany,  France,  and  Sweden.  The  cities 
Lubek,  Hamburgh,  Bremen,  and  Dantzic,  keep 
one  general  agent 

2.  The  college  or  war.  It  is  compoCed 
partly  of  permanent  members,  and  partly  Of  fuch 
as  are  changed.  Of  the  former  number  is  the 
prefident  f,  who  is  always  general  X  feldt-marfhal, 
though  this  place  has  been  fometimes  left  vacant; 
then  the  vice-prefident,  which  poft  is  filled  by  a 
general  in  chief;  next  a  general  lieutenant  and  a 
general  major,  or  even  feveral  of  them.  The 
changeable  members  confift  likewife  of  generals, 
who  are  taken  from  the  divifions  at  dated  times. 
To  the  chancery,  &c.  belong  the  upper  fecretary, 
with  the  rank  of  a  colonel  in  the  army,  the 
general  controleur,  the  procureur,  general  auditor, 
upper  auditor,  executor,  feveral  fecretaries,  &c  — 

•  That  is,  according  to  the  ruffian  alphabet. 

f  Prince  Potcmkin  filled  this  poft. 

t  Jnftances  have  not  been  wanting  of  a  general  in  chief 
becoming  general  feldt-marfhal  fimply  by  obtaining  the  office 
ofprefident. 

This 
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This  college  does  not  entirely  fupply  the  place  of 
a  minifter  at  war ;  it  even  has  nothing  to  do  with 
plans  of  operation,  which  belong  to  the  council 
alone :  however  its  bufinefs  is  extenfive  and  im- 
portant ;  it  relates  to  regulations  for  the  divifions, 
camps,  encampments,  and  head-quarters;  ad- 
vancements *,  difmrffions,  and  penfions ;  appoint- 
ment or  depofition  of  generals  and  officers ;  direc- 
tions for  the  payment  of  fums  required ;  and  a 
variety  of  other  matters.  Under  it  are  the  ac- 
comptant's  office,  which  delivers  the  money  and 
articles  of  ammunition  to  the  diviiions  and  regi- 
ments ;  the  general  vi&ualling-oftice,  the  office 
for  clothing  the  army,  the  military  cheft,  the 
raanufaftories  of  aims,  alfo  in  certain  re(pe6fcs 
the  quarter-mafter-general,  on  whom  the  artillery 
and  engineers  depend.  —  The  cadet-corps  is  not 
under  the  war-college.  —  It  has  a  particular 
office  in  Mofco. 

3.  The  admiralty  college  has  its  prefi- 
deotf,  who  is  high-admiral,  a  yice-prefident,  and 
as  members,  admirals,  and  vice-admirals;  in  the 
chancery,  a  procureur.  upper  fecretary,   general 


#  The  war-college  promotes  up  to  lieu  tenant- colonel,  but 
only  figns  the  patent  of  fubaltern  officers.  The  patents  of  ftaff- 
officers  mull  be  fubmitted  to  the  fovereign  for  confirmation  and 
fignature.  All  generals  and  colonels  were  advanced  by  her 
majefty.  —  The  fame  holds  good  with  refpeft  to  difmillals  and 
resignations. 

f  The  grand-duke  Paul  Petrovitch  filled  that  ftation. 

auditor- 
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zoditer-lientenant,  executor,  ate. --In  it*  pro- 
vince are  die  (hip-yard*,  general  war-commifla- 
riate,  the  ftore-office,  &c.  and  hat  aifi>  its  fiibor- 
dtnate  offices #  at  Various  place*,  as.  Archangel, 
Cronfiadt,  Kazan,  Aftrakhan,  Ac.— That  the 
fleet  in  the  Enxifle  is  not  under  its  authority  has 
been  already  mentioned  in  its  proper  place  It 
direds  the  conftru&ion  and  the  Rationing  of  (hips, 
has  the  mfpeftion  of  fuch  forefts  as  lie  near  navi- 
gable rivers,  makes  advancements,  grants,  dif- 
mHfions,  &c.  but  like  the  war-college,  has  no 
interference  with  plans  of  operation. 

4.  The  college  of  justice,  or  commonly 
the  ju  ft  ice-college.  The  law-matters  of  Livonia, 
Efthonia,  and  Finland  ar£  dill  nominally  in  its 
jarrfdi&ion ;  but  fince  the  erc&ion  of  the  vice- 
royalties  of  Riga,  Reval,  and  Vyborg,  no  lawfuits 
are  any  longer  brought  hither  from  thofe  duchies. 
From  that  time  it  has  been  folely  employed  in 
terminating  caules  of  long  funding,  and  are  now 
almoft  all  decided. "  It  at  prefent  only  takes  cog- 
nizance of  the  matrimonial  and  confiftorial  fuits 
of  the  members  of  the  proteftant  communions  in 
Ingria  or  the  government  of  St  Petersburg  and 
in  Ruffia  (for  the  roman  catholics  have  been  for 
fome  years  exempted  by  an  immenoi  ukafe  from 
its  jurifdiction,  and  fubjefted  to  the  archiepifcopal 

#  Kantora  is  the  word  in  all  thefe  places  adopted  into  i of* 
from  tfw  frt&oh  comptoir. 

confiftory 
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•confiftory  in  Mohilef).     Accordingly,  it  is  now 
continued  only  as  a  proteftant  confiftory. 

5.  The  college  of  commerce  is  alfo  in  St. 
Peterfburg.;  has  a  prefident,  feveral  members, 
its  procuTeur,  executor,  fome  fecretaries,  &c 

6.  The  mediqal  college  has  a  chiefalire&or, 
prefident,  and  feveral  members,  amongft  whom 
are  a  general  ftaff-do&or,  various  do&ors  and 
iiaff-fqrgeons.  It  has  the  fuperintendance  of 
whatever  belongs  to  the  department  of  medicine, 
provides  the  army  and  navy  with- phyficians  and 
furgeons,  &c.  Nobody  can  pra&ice  the  healing 
art  in  the  empire  without  having  previoufty 
undergone  an  examination  here*.  The  college 
confers  alfo  on  phyficians  and  furgeons  the  title 
of  do&or  (a  faculty  which  abroad  only  univerfities 
pretend, to);  it  likewife  advances  furgeons,  who 
have  ferved  a  certain  time,  to  be  ftaff-furgeons, 
even  when  they  are  not  appointed  to  the  army, 
but  are  only  in  a  country  townf.    , 

Befides  thefe .  are  many  other  chanceries  or 
permanent  commiffions  and  departments,  all 
having  their  peculiar  bufinefs.  Among  them  are : 
the  upper-hunt-mafter's  chancery,  .which  has 
likewife  an  office  in  Mofco;  the  court  accomp- 

m 

*  From  which  neither  the  title  of  do&or  obtained  abroad 
nor  any  other  atteftatkm  can  be  admitted  as  an  exemption* 

f  It  has  the  care  of  obftetrical  inflitutions,  regulates  the 
charges  of  apothecaries*  &c.  and  determines  what  noftrufn* 
may  be  fold  in  the  empire.  •         •     ,  ••  *     *  * 

vol.  ii.  a  a  '  taut-office, 
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tant-office,  in  which  the  high  court-marflnl  pro- 
fides ;  tbefiaMe-kantora,  the  building  and  gankn 
kantora;  the  affignatkras-bank;  the  imperial 
bank;  the  commercial  commiifion,  which  in 
1789  confifted  of  fix  members,  all  peribns  of 
confiderabte  rank,  and  one  chancery  (factor,  two 
fecretaries,  one  executor,  fcc  ;  the  mint  depart- 
ment; die  revifions-departments,  which  in  a 
(enate's  ukafe  of  the  year  1780  was  named  the 
office  for  revifing  the  accounts  of  the  empire; 
the  commifliop  for  framing  die  plan  of  a  new  law- 
book ;  the  academical  commiffion,  eftahhihed  not 
long  fince,  has  the  fuperintendance  over  all  the 
fchools  *nd  univerfities  in  the  empire,  (excepting 
.only  fiidi  as  have  efpecial  privileges,)  provides 
and  examines  all  the  neceflary  fchool-books,  has 
under  it  an  acaderoical-dire&ory,  and  receives 
accounts  froip  all  the  fchools;  the  department  of 
the  finaiKe-collfge,  Sec.  In  general  all  inftitutions 
of  importance,  almoft  every  large  edifice,  the 
education-houfes,  hofpitals,  &c  have  their  par- 
ticular  offices. 

During  the  late  reign  many  of  the  colleges  and 
karitoras  formerly  in  being  were  abolHhed.  This 
was  done  at  firft  by  an  ukafc,  bearing  date  Dec. 
15,  1763,  when  a  total  alteration  was  introduced 
into  the  fen  ate.  Others  have  ccafed  on  the 
ere&ion  of  the  provincial  viceroyalties.  Of  this 
numjber  are,  1.  tlie  ruffian  college  of  juftice,  at 
the  fame  time  the  juftice-comptoir,  and  the  fud- 
1  noi-prikafe, 
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noi-prikafe,   (which  latter  formerly  decided  petty 
waiters  of  petition  and  demand,)  having  their 
chanceries  both  at  Mofco  and  at  St.  Petersburg. 
2.  The  finance-college  in  Mofco,  and  the  ruffian 
finance-comptoir  in  Petersburg,   the  bufinefs  of 
which  is  now  done  by  the  finance-chambers  of 
the  feveral  governments.     3.  The  fuperior  magif~ 
trnpy;  after  having  terminated  its  affairs,  it  ceafed 
xm  the  9th  of  April   1788.      4.  The  tutelaiy- 
chancery,  to  which  were  committed  the  care  of 
all  the  colon ift-uiftituiions.     5.  The  college  of 
piine-works,  the  aifairs  whereof  are  now  managed 
by  tfce  finance-chambers  of  the  governments ;  tq 
it  was  fubjefted,  in  the  year  1781,  the  fiberiaqi 
head-mine-office  ajt  Ekatarinenburg,  constitute*}  " 
by  the  emperor  Peter  the  Great  over  all  the  uraliaqi 
mines,  and  till  then  independent  There  is  nothing 
now  remaining  of  it  but  the  mine-fchool  at  St 
Petersburg.     6.  The  oeconomy-college,  inftituted 
the  26th  of  February  1 764,  to  have  the  fuperin- 
tendance  over  all  the  landed  property  at  that 
time  taken  from  the  church,  and  called  fpiritual 
eftates,    (epifcopal,  monadic,  and  ecclefiaftical, ) 
and  to  manage  their  pecuniary  produce-     At 
prefent  the  boors  belonging  to  tfcofe  eftates  are 
under  the  control  of  the  oeconomy-dire&ors  at 
the  finance-chambers.  —  The  following  colleges 
jwd  cooxptoirs  appear  to  be  already  .aboliihed,  or 
at  leaft  are  now  fuperfluous:    1.  Tfce  feudal* 

a  a  2  college 
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college  which  gave  decifions  in  litigated  fucceffions 
and  lawfuits  concerning  landed  property,  and 
confifted  of  four  departments.  2.  The  revifions- 
college,  which  was  a  fort  of  check  on  other 
colleges,  and  revifed  their  accounts,  and,  like 
the  former,  was  at  Mofco.  3.  The  finance- 
comptoir  for  livonian,  efthonian,  and  finland 
affairs,  the  bufinefs  whereof  is  transferred  to  the 
finance-courts  of  the  governments.  4.  The  ma- 
nufa&ure-college,  which  was  at  Mofco,  but  had 
a  comptoir  at  St.  Petersburg.  5.  The  confifcations- 
tzollege,  which  dire&ed  thefale  of  all  forfeited 
eftates,  and,  among  other  things,  levied  the 
mui&s  and  tines  impofed  by  the  other  colleges. 
6.  The  chief  falt-comptoir,  the  bufinefs  of  which 
is  probably  given  to  the  finance-courts. 


SECTION   V. 


A  glance  at  the  Lous. 


Persons  who  imagine  the  ruffian  form  of  go- 
vernment to  be  defpotic  have  haftily  advanced, 
that  in  Ruflia  every  thing  is  arbitrarily  decided 
*     *  rather 
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lather  than  legally  adjudged  *,  fince,  befides  the 

ukafes  th^t  come  out  from  time  to  time,  which,    ' 

being  fuited  only  to  particular  cafes,  are  frequently 

different  from  each  other  and  even  contradictory,^ 

there  is  no  fixed  and  determinate  law,  much  lefs 

*    •  —  ...      * 
any  proper  colle&ion  of  ftatutesf.      This  is  *a 

great  miftake;    for,   not  to  mention  particular 

provinces,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Little  Ruflia  and  thofe 

of  the  Baltic,    who  have  always  retained  their 

antientlaws,  and  had  the  free  ufeof  them  ;  law- 

books,  or  digefts  of  the  laws,  have  long,  been  yi 

being,  and  in  ufe  in  Great  Ruffia,     One  of  tjien^ 

the  novgorodian,  was  drawn  up  by  Yaroflaf  the 

great  in  the  eleventh  century.     Tzar  Ivan  VaffU- 

lievitch  published  a  national  code,    which   was 

framed  upon  the  manner  of  thinking  in  thofe 

times.     Tzar  Alexey  Mikhaiiovitch  pubiifhed  the 

Ulofhenie  J  as  a  new  law  of  the  country,  taking 

jn  fome  degree  tlje  anti^nt  laws  for  its  bafis  §.     A . 

r    far 

• » »      • 

9  Formerly,  while  there  were  no  regular  tribunals,  it  might 
fce  that  governors,  who  were  every  thing  in  thtir  gQvernjnent$, 
or  perhaps  a  voivode,  might  pronounce  arbitrarily  in  many  cafes.. 
But  fuch  things  are  no  longer  done. 

f  Great  improvements  are  continually  making  in  the  law*, 
but  there  are  many  extant  both  antier.t  and  modern ;  therefore 
it  is  often  faid  in  ukafes  and  ordinances,  that  the  proceeding:  is 
to  be  conformably  with  the  laws  of  the  empire,  x)t  in  general 
according  to  the  laws.  *    • 

J  It  forms  a  quarto  volume  about  an  inch  in  thicknefs. 

§  It  refers  back  to  the  national-laws  of  tzar  Ivan  Vaffillie- 
vjtch,  as  then  in  being,  but  too  rudely  drawn  up  for  the  thtn 

a  a  3  prefer.; 
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far  greater  number  of  laws  are  derived  from  Pfcter 
the  great;  for,  befides  many  particular  ukafe; 
and  thofe  afterward*  collected,  all  of  which  have 
the  force  of  laws,  feveral  collections  of  his  are 
extant,  fuch  a&,  the  general  regulatiori ;  the  pri- 
vileges granted  to  mine-owners,  to  which  the 
emprefe  Anna  afterwards  annexed  a  mine-regula- 
tion; the  fpiritual-regJement,  enlarging  upon 
that  which  had  been  begun  by  tear  Ivan  Vaftfllie- 
vitch,  and  continued  by  Alexey  Michaiiovitchj 
the  articles  of  war,  kc.  —  But  never  did  any  erf 
the  fovereigns  apply  their  attention  fo  much  to 
legiflation  as  Catharine  II.  from  the  very  com- 
mencement of  her  reign,  by  whom  were  ifiued  a 
great  number  of  feparate  ukafes  and  ordinances 
as  well  as  whole  colle&ions:  among  the  latter 
may  be  clafled  the  ordinances  for  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  governments,  the  inftruftion,  the 
charter  granted  to  the  nobility,  the  regulations 
for  the  police,  for  commerce,  &c 
>  She  exerted  every  means  that  law  and  equity 
ihould  every  where  have  their  courfe.  Judges 
were  appointed  in  the  neighbourhood  of  every 


prefent  times,  Accordingly,  the  tzar  called  together  his 
boyari,  the  patriarch*  the  metropolitans,  archbiihops,  bifhops, 
and  others,  to  take  them  into  consideration  with  him,  who 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  the  prefent  as  the  law  of  the  land  ;  and 
he  tflbed  his  commands  that  it  ftquld  be  brought  into  pra&ic* 
ftt  the  decifive  IftWt     - 

place; 
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place;  their  duties  were  clearly  prefcribed  to 
them*,  and  they  were  brought  to  account  for 
negleft.  Every  rank  and .  flation  knew  its  privi- 
leges and  the  bounds  afligned  to  it  Wherever 
any  de&&  was  perceived,  means  were  applied  for 
remedying  it  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
times  and  of  the  empire,  and  for  improving  and 
completing  the  fyftem  of  legiflation. 

Whatever  irregularities  and  enormities  have 
heretofore  been  committed,  they  certainly  were 
not  by  ftr  fo  frequent  during  the  late  reign ;  and 
her  majefty'*  orders  were  not  only  very  ftri6k 
againft  every  mode  of  corruption,  fraud,  and 
oppreffionf,  but  by  afcertaining  the  pay  of  her 
officers  and  defining  their  duties,  together  with 
the  employment  of  other  means,  fhe  effe&ually 
checked  thofe  deplorable  evils,  and  earneftly 
endeavoured  to  prevent. them  entirely.  So  that  it 
feems  now  to  be  morally  impoffible  that  fuch  a£bi 
of  injuftice  and  cruelty  fhould  again  be  praftifed 
as  are  found  in  the  hiftory  of  many  of  her  prede- 
ceffbrs,  and  particularly  in  that  of  the  emprefe 
Elizabeth* 

•  If  tin  ordinances  that  have  been  publifhcd  to  that  effeft 
were  faithfully  complied  with,  there  would  certainly  be  no 
ground  of  complaint  againft  the  adxniniftration  of  government. 

f  We  need  only  refer  to  the  ukafe  of  the  15  th  of  Dec.  1763, 
for  an  account  of  the  oppreffions,  &c,  that  gave  rife  to  it,  in 
the  empre&'s  own  words.  See  Life  of  Catharine  II.  vol.  L 
J>,  3 14. 4th  edit.    SeeaUb  p.  43a  &  fqq. 

a  a  4*  Retnarh 
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Remarks  on  the  Condition  of  the  Subje&s. 

That  in  reprefenting  the  ftate  of  a  country 
and  the.  nature  of  its  government,  a  principal 
regard  fhould  be  had  to  the  condition  of  the 
fuhjects  needs  no  formal  proof;  it  might  indeed 
be  confidered  in  fome  degree  as  a  political  baro- 
meter. However,  it  forms  an  important  objeft 
of  political  intereft,  whether  we  regard  the  fove- 
reign,  the  empire  at  large,  or  the  individuals  of 
which  it  is  compofed:  it  being  of  infinite,  moment 
to  the  firft  that  the  fubje&s  fhould  be  in  an  eafy 
and  profperous  ftate,  not  merely  from  the  gene- 
rous fentiment  of  humanity,  but  likewife  becaufe 
the  well-being  of  his  government  depends  upon 
it;  with  the  latter  it  frequently  determines  the. 
nature  of  their  lot,  and  fixes  the  degree  of  their 
patriotic  ardour,  the  important  fource  of  number- 
Ids  focial  virtues. 

It  will  not  here  be  expe&ed  that  the  condition 
of  the  fubje6ls  fhould  be  prefented  in  every  point 
of  view,  or  that  an  accurate  defcription  fhould 
be  given  of  each  particular  people  and  of  eVeiy 
clafs ;  which  could  not  be  done  without  tirefbme 
repetitions  and  unprofitable  amplifications,  not  to 
mention  the  almoft  infurmountable  difficulties 
we  fhould  have  to  encounter  in  the  attempt.  It 
will  be  amply  fufficient  if  we  confine  ourfelves  to 

two 
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twt>  obje&s,  tl^ie  public  burdens  and  the  comforts 
of  the  individual ;  fince  np thing  more  can  be  ex- 
pefted  from  title  happieft  and  moll  beneficial  form 
of  government,  than  that  it  ihould  wifely  appor? 
tiou  the  former,  and  promote  the  latter  by  the 
mod  efficacious  means.  Both  together  will  fur* 
nifh  us  with  fome  explanatory  proofs  and  ex- 
amples, ,frpm  which  fuggeftions  willarife  that  may 
throw  light  on  what  has  been  advanced  in  the 
foregoing  fe£tions.  Such  examples  have,  indeed, 
here  and  there  been  occafipnally  fcattered ;  but 
£he  importance  of  the  fubjeft  demands,  or  at  leaft 
juflifies  me  ip  attempting  to  give  a  more  precife 
explication  of  it,  efpecially  as  foreigners  are  apt 
to  entertain  erroneous  opinions  on  the  condition, 
pf  the  ruffian  fubje6fa,  which  can  excite  no  fur- 
•prife,  as. both  antient  and  modern  travellers,  of 
whom  many  have  pafled  no  more  than  a,  few 
.weeks  in  Ruffia,  01:  arc  only  acquainted  with. the 
xefidence,*  have  fpread  fo  many  falfe  reports  con- 
cerning it. 

If  any  fliould  think  that  thefe  remarks  would 

♦ 

have  been  more  properly  interwoven  with  the  parr 
ticulars  that  have  juft  been  treated  on  inftead.  of 
jnakiug  them  into  a  diftinft  feftion,  they  h^ve 
•only  to  confuler  them  under  the  two  following 
heads,  as  a  fupplcment  to  the  foregoing  fe&ions, 
in  order  that  they  may  not  be  quite  out  of  place. 

1.  Public   imposts  and  burdens  on  the 
subjects.     After  having  already  pointed  out  and 

3  explained 
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fcxplamerf  the  greater  part  of  them,  it  will  be  firf* 
ficient  now  to  make  a  clofer  application  of  theia 
to  fome  particular  ranks,  and  add  &  few  comment* 
by  Way  of  illiiftration. 

Certain  public  hnpofts  depend  entirely  on  cir* 
cumftances,  for  inftabnce,  the  ftamped  paper  and 
f  he  pofehllns,  as  well  in  law  matters  its  rn  the  fate 
of  a  landed  eftate.  To  thefe  we  lhatt  pay  no  re* 
gard,  efpecially  as  the  great  multitude,  qr  the 
eommon  people  are  not  at  all  fubjeft  to  them,  in- 
afmuch  as  the  boors  poflfefs  no  immoveable  pro- 
perty ;  and,  becaufe,  when  they  have  occafion  to 
prefer  a  petition  or  a  complaint,  or  to  apply  to  a 
ftmrt  of  jnftice,  they  are  allowed  to  do  it  by  word 
bf  mouth,  in  which  neither  pofehKn  nof  ftamped 
paper  are  neceffdry  #.  —  Neither  cart  taxes  which 
are  in  the  nature  of  contracts  of  rents  be  properly 
fconfidered  in  the  nufnber  of  public  burdens.  The 
crOwn-boors  and  the  agricultural  boors  poffefs  no 
landed  property ;  for  the  land  allotted  to  them 
they  pay  the  obrok,  or  perform  tafk-fervice,  ot 
deliver  a  certain  quantity  of  natural  produ&s, 
which  may  be  coufidercd  as  rent,  which  the  boor, 

•  It  it  fcarcely  ever  neceflary  bat  in  juridical  proceeding*. 
In  private  bonds  or  obligations,  3tc.  it  depends  entirely  on  eke 
parties  concerned  whether  they  will  ufe  it  or  not.  If  not*  then 
the  proper  ftamped  fheet  is  only  added  when  the  writing  is 
brought  before  a  court  of  juftice.  This  tax,  therefore,  is  not 
here  fo  burdenfome  as  in  a  country  where  a  itamp  is  neceflary 
to  every  trifling  receipt. 

*  whether 
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Whether  belonging  to  a  private  individual  of  to  a 
nobleman,  is  bound  to  pay  hfc  landlord  for  the 
grounds  he  occupies :  he  has  no  need,  therefore, 
df  employing  a  capital  for  obtaining  a  piece  of 
land,  as  in  countries  whefe  the  peafant  can  pur- 
chafe  it  only  for  a  fum  of  Money*  It  is  nearly 
the  fame  when  they  fet  up  bee-ftages  in  a  foreft 
belonging  to  the  crown,  in  confederation  of  a  cer- 
tain yearly  impoft,  &c. 

Here  we  fhould  beftow  our  attention  on  the 
proper  taxes  and  burdens  which  are  general  and 
permanent,  according  to  the  different  ranks  and 
conditions.  In  general  it  is  td  be  remarked,  that 
theit  total  artiourit  cannot  be  afcertained  *  even 
generally  at  fo  much  pfer  cetit.  excepting  among 
the  merchants,  as  they  do  not  merely  vary  ac- 
cording to  the  ranks  and  provinces,  but  are  very 
different  m  theihfelves. 

The  nobleman,  Mho,  generally  fpeaking,  pay* 
fro  tax  for  any  of  his  land  which  he  occupies  him- 
felf,  nor  even  for  his  moveable  property,  ihould 
reafonably  be  confidered  according  to  the  various 
delations  in  whicli  he  Hands.  —  If  he  poflefs  no 
male  vaffals,  his  fields,  forefts,  mines,  mills,  fifh- 
tries,  #c.  which  he  occupies  with  free  or  hired 
labourers,  are  as  exempt  from  taxation  as  his  per* 


*  In  fome  countries  of  the  continent  the  fubjeft  pays  the 
twentieth  pfennig,  or  even  from  thirty  to  forty  per  cent*  on  his 
profits  in  trade,  &c.  There  is  nothing  of  this  fort  in  Rtiffi*. 

fotf: 


364  REMAftK*   ON    THE 

fan :  let  him  fell  what  part  of  his  foreft,  &c.  he 
Will,  he  pays  no  tax  on  the  Hale ;  only  if  he  fell 
the  foreft  itfelf,  as  a  piece  of  ground,  then  the 
purchafcr  (or  he  himfelf)  muft  pay  the  *  pofchiiu.  m 
Such  noblemen  are  not  only  in  Little  Ruifia,  and- 
other  places,  but  even  in  Great  Rufua,  where, 
however,  they  are  not  reckoned  among  the  rich, 
nobility,  though  many  of  them  may  poffeCs  conil- 
derable  property. 

On  the  other  hand  the  nobleman  who  has  vaC* 
lab  muft  furnifli  recruits  out  of  them.  Indeed,  a% 
has  been  before  obferved,  it  falls  upon  his  boors  ; 
but  he,  as  lord  of  the  manor,  lofes  of  his  number 
of  men,  confequently,  according  to  the  phrafb 
here  in  ufe,  a  part  of  his  immoveable  property. 
This  public  burden  is  at  times  confiderable  |,  and 
feems  on  one  fide  to  be  heavier  than  in  other  eu- 

m 

ropean  countries;  which  the  following  inftauce 
may  explain.  The  province  of  Ingria,  which  was 
formerly  exempt  from  the  levy  of  recruits,  ever; 
lince  the  laft  war,  has  furniflied  annually  one 
recruit  out  of  every  hundred  fouls,  or  male 
heads.     As  children  and  old  men,  even  infirm  ancj 

.  #  In  order  to  fave  this,  they  frequently,  particularly  in  Efthq: 
nia,  inftead  of  making  a  fale,  enter  into  mortgages  for  a  certain 
number  of  years.  * 

+  It  is  well  known,  not  to  be  to  the  advantage  of  any  coun- 
ty, th*t  the  nobility  with  large  eflates  in  land  fhould  contribute 
.nothing  to  the  exigences  of  the  (late,  and  be  exempt  from  all 
public  burdens. 

decrepit 
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decrepit  beggars,  are  included  in  this  number, 
and  always  reckoned  according  to  the  laft  revi- 
sion, though  fince  that  time  many  have  died,  de- 
-ferted,  or  been  given  as  recruits ;  therefore  Some- 
times out  of  thirty  able-bodied  or  working  men 
according  to  their  age,  one  recruit  muft  be  deli- 
vered. If  the  nobleman  have  none  fuch  in  his 
village,  or  is  unwilling  to  part  with  them,  he  tries 
to  buy  them  of  fome  other  nobleman,  paying  for 
them  three  hundred  rubles,  or  even  more.  The 
crown  reckons  for  each  three  hundred  and  fixty 
rubles ;  at  which  price  they  may  juftly  be  efti- 
mated  in  regard  to  the  public  taxes,  efpecially  as 
the  delivery  of  thein  is  attended  with  m  feverai  ex- 
pences*.  Suppofe  the  nobleman  employs  his 
boors,  if  he  does  not  himfelf  follow  farming,  only 
for  the  obrok,  and  is  paid  by  each  foul  or  male 
five  rubles,  then  he  raifes  from  his  village,  confid- 
ing of  one  hundred  fouls,  the  annual  fum  of  five 
hundred  rubles,  or,  by  reafon  of  the  recruits  al- 
ready delivered,  &c.  not  nearly  fo  much.  If  he 
purchafe  the  recruits  required,  or,  which  is  the 
fame  thing,  if  he  reckon  them  at  the  former  price, 
he  furrenders  nearly  two  thirds  of  his  income  to 
the  crown.  —  We  fliould,  however,  be  apt  to  draw 
.  very  erroneous  conclufions  were  yre  to  confider 

*  The  recruit  is  furnimed  with  clothes,  traveHing-money,*a 
.  dock  of  provifions,  &c.   Sometimes  a  prefent  is  given  to  the  re- 
ceivers, (the  officer  and  the  fargeon,  who  mnft  examine  him,) -as 
a  bribe  that  they  may  not  objeft  to  him. 

the 
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the  public  burdens  of  the  nobility  only  on  tfafr 
fide.  For,  in  the  firit  place,  rooft  noblemen  takp 
the  recruits  out  of  their  villages,  without  buying 
them,  there  being  always  'people  for  that  pur- 
pofe* ;  consequently,  he  lofes  a  man  indeed,  yet 
by  him  not  about  two  thirds  of  his  income,  but; 
only  five  rubles  of  the  fixed  yearly  obrok.  If  he 
live  not  on  his  eftates,  or  in  his  village,  then  he 
does  not  trouble  his  head  about  the  delivery  of 
recruits,  but  leaves  the  whole  care  of  it  to  his 
boors,  who  are  obliged  to  pay  him  yearly  the  full 
amount  of  the  obrok,  in  common,  clear  of  all  de- 
ductions for  the  recruits  delivered.  2.  Many 
noblemen  take  from  each  foul  a  much  larger 
obrok  than  five  rubles,  particularly  when  their 
boors  are  rich,  or  have  found  out  the  art  of  carry- 
ing on  profitable  trades,  or  they  take  in  hand 
plots  of  ground  which  they  caufe  to  be  tilled  and 
cultivated  by  the  corvee  or  feudal-fervice  of  their 
boors ;  whereby  their  income  amounts  to  much 
more  than  the  five  hundred  rubles  from  each  hun- 
dred fouls.  3.  In  time  of  peace  commonly  no 
more  than  one  recruit  is  demanded  out  of  five 
hundred  fouls,  and  that  not  every  year,  but  fome- 

*  For  this  pnrpofe,  as  in  other  countries,  are  taken  fuch  as 
would  come  to  no  good,  being  addicted  to  drunkennefs  and 
thieving,  &c.  Many  matter*  give  up  their  fervants  as  recruits, 
inilead  of  infli&ng  on  them  the  ptmifhmem  they  have  deferred* 
Thgir  place  is  foon  fupplied  by  births. 

timed 
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limes  after  a  long  interval  * :  <then  the  nobleman 
fcarcely  feels  any  burden  at  all,  efpecially  as  he 
has  nothing  to  do  with  any  other  import:  of  the 
crown,  even  in  war-tiine,  &c.  f  What  is  this 
then  in  companion  with  the  taxes  in  other  coun- 
tries! 

We  have  before  obferved,  that  the  nobility  in 
Livonia,  JEfthonia,  and  Finland,  furnilh  no  re* 
cruits  from  their  vaffals,  but  in  return  are  fubjeft 
to  various  other  public  burdens  and  taxes.  The 
latter  aire  extended  in  Livonia  even  to  fome  noble 
manorial  grounds,  fuch  as  have  been  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  boors,  and  others  that  pais  under  feveral 
denominations. 

2.  The  cfeigy,  in  regard  to  their  peribns,  are 
likewife  exempt  from  taxes.  Their  ftipeneb,  which 
confift  in  money,  and  in  the  country  of  corn  and 
pieces  of  land,  are  raifed  by  them  free  of.  all  de- 
dudion.  —  That  the  ruffian  fecular  clergy  give 
thei*  ions,  when  they  have  feveral,  as  recruits, 
lias  been  already  mentioned,  though  it  is  not  to 
be  confidered  as  a  burden,  as  they  gradually  rife  to 
be  officers.  Numbers  of  placemen  ancj  lutheran 
preachers,  &c.  in  the  baltic  provinces,  whofe  fons 
aw  not  required  for  military  fervice,  put  them  into 

#  What  |s  here  Aid  of  furnifhing  recruits  holds  good  in  fome 
refpeds  of  the  crown-boors,  &c.  as  far  as  they  are  liable  to  it. 

f  Frequently  the  boors  pay  the  money  for  which  the  lord 
bought  the  reoruits,  becaufe  otherwife  he  compels  their  fons  to 
go  by  drawing  lots.  ' 

it 
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it  of  their  own  accord,  either  ill  the  hope  of  fpeedy 
advancement,  or  becaufe  their  circumfiances  are 
too  narrow  to  admit  of  their  devoting  them  to  a 
ftudious  life. 

The  livonian  and  efthonian  -paftoratcs,  if  pof- 
felling  any  freeholds  in  villages,  are  equally  fub- 
ject  to  the  public  burdens  with  the  noble  eftates : 
previous  to  the  year  1 783  the  efthonian  paftorates, 
even  though  they  had  freehold  villages  belonging 
to  them,  had  nothing  to  do  with  them. 

3.  Placemen  and  officers  of  the  crown,  &c  arc 
in  many  countries  obliged  either  to  pay  a  certain 
annual  tax  upon  their  falaries,  or  at  leaft  occa- 
fi6nally  a  fort  of  war-contribution  * :  nothing  of 
this  kind  is  known  in  RuiRa.  Only  for  the  mak- 
ing out  of  patents,  here,  as  elfewhere,  certain  fees 
are  taken. 

4.  All  literary  men,  who  are  not  inrolled  in  any 
guild,  apd,  befide  their  learned  profeffion,  as  phy- 
ficians,  lawyers,  &c.  are  not  engaged  in  trade,  are 
entirely  exempt  from  taxes.  The  lame  holds  good 
of  artifts,  &c.  f 

.5.  AH  people  who  live  folely  on  the  interefi  of 
their  capital,  and  do  not  inferibe  themfelves  in 
any  guild,  however  large  their  income  may  be, 
pay  no  tax  upon  it  whatever. 

6.  All  inhabitants  of  towns  poflefe  their  im- 

•  It  has  happened  that  an  impoverifhed  government  has  paid 
the  falaries  in  obligations  alone,  and  demanded  the  tax  upon 
them  in  fpecie. 

movable 
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movable  property  free  of  all  taxation/  only  bear- 
ing their  quota  where  troops  are  quartered  upon 
them,  and  are  obliged/  as  in  other  countries,  tQ 
contribute  to  the  exigences  of  the  town.  — -  Aa 
burghers,  in  regard  to  the  public,  taxes,  which 
however  are  laid  neither  on  the  profits  of  their 
trade  nor  on  their  immovable  property,  the}'  are 
divided  into  two  claffes,  fome  paying  the  before* 
mentioned  per  centage,  and  others .  the  poll-tax. 

—  The  recruit-money  paid  by  the  ruffian  mer- 
chants, has  likewife  been  noticed  before* 

*  7.  Among  the  free-countrymen-  in  regard  to 
public  taxes,  there  is,  as  above-faid,  a  great  dif- 
ference :  fome  paying  abfolutely  nothing,  but  per- 
form fervice ;  others  being  fubjeft  to  the  poll-tax 
and  the  obrok,  or  tribute,  or  other  pecuniary  im* 
pofts.  So  likewife  it  is  in  regard  to  recruits.  — * 
Menial  fervants,  who  in  fome  countries  are  obliged 
to  give  a  part  of  their  hard-earned  pittance  of 
wages  into  the  public  treafury,  pay  in  Ruffia,  if 
free-born,  only  the  ufual  poll-tax;  foreigners 
nothing  at  all. 

8.  Vaffal-boors  pay  poll-tax  and  furnifli  recrultsT 
— The  obrok  of  the  crown-boors,  as  already  re- 
marked, is  not  to  be  confidered  as  a  public  tax, 
but  as  a  fort  of  rent  for  the  occupancy  of  the 
lands  allotted  to  them,  or  for  the  permiffion  to 
follow  any  trade  they  pleafe  *. 

Sometimes 

-  #  Rent  is  indeed  by  no  meant  the  proper  term ;  but  I  know 
of  no  better.    For  even  people  who  occupy  no  lands,  arc  ob* 

tol.  in  m  •  liged 
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Som^timeacafes  will  happen,  when  a  public  tea 
feems  to  bear  hardupon  particular  peribns,  though 
it  be  otherwife  in  fe&,  or  at  feaft  no  convenient 
means  of  altering  ill  can  be  devi&rib  This,  may  be 
illuftrated  by  aa  exapple.  It  was  ordained,  onca 
for  all,  that  the  amount  of  the  poll-tax  calculated 
upon  the  re  vifion  for  .every  village,  eftate,  difirid, 
or  houfe,  ftiouldf  be  brought  into  the  coffers  of  tho 
crown  paltered  till  the  next  revifioa  * ;  therefore 
the  births  in  the  interval  occafion  no  increafe, 
and  the  deaths,  impoverishments,  defertions,  &c. 
no  diminution  of  the  fum.  x  This  rule  inuft  be 
obferved,  as  otherwife  the  collectors  would  havq 
no  more  to  do  than  every  moment  to  alter  their 
lifts,  books,  and  accounts.  Every  one  will  allow 
that  this  immutability  is  highly  neceffary ;  and, 
forafmuch  as  commonly  more  perfons  are  bora 
than  die,  it  is  beneficial  to  the  fubjeds.  Only  on 
applying  it  to  particular  infuvnces  it  will  not  alter 

■ 

viate  every  one.     So,  perhaps,  the  nobleman,  the 
man  of  letters,  or  fojne  other,  caufes  his  free  hired 


liged  foznetimes  to  pay  the  ohrok,  which  they  ftrive  to  earn  by 
all  forts  of  hard- labour :  if  they  be  beggars,  yet  the  CQmmnnity 
or  the  village  muft  pay  for  them. 

•  Betides,  every  community  is  allowed  to  colled  this  fum  by 
t  prudent  difrrihution.  Thus,  for  inftance,  the  magifrrate  fees 
that  the  richer  inhabitants  contribute  fomewhat  more*  and  toe 
poorer  rather  lefs.  The  nobleman  may  proceed  in  like  manner 
in  his  village  and  demefnes.  Consequently  many  burghers  or 
boors  pay  a  larger  poll-tax  than  k  inpofed  on.  thorn  by  the 
crown. 

Jbrants 
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fenfents  to  be  enregiftered  at  the  revifiMt ;  buff 
after  a  while  they  choofe  to  enlift  as  recruits,  and 
therefore  fe#ve  ouhf  the  crown ;  yet  the  m&fietf 
muft  pay  the  poll-tax  for  them  till  the  next  reri* 
lion.  The  c*fe  is  the  fame  with  artificers*  if  thtfir 
apprentices  enlift  for  foldietu  So  it  is  likewifir 
1rith  criminals  condemned  to  the  public  work*  ~~* 
Here -it  is  really  too  glaring  at  firft  fight ;  but  the 
crown  can  do  no  otherwife,  or  the  inamutabilteyr 
which  we  have  admitted  to  be  neceflary  would 
hourly  fall  to  pieces.  Moreover,  it  ihouid  not  be 
forgotten,  that  burden  and  benefit  proceed  with; 
equal  fteps ;  for,  if  the  tradefman  takes  an  ap-* 
prentice  who  was  born  after  the  revifiqn,  he  pay? 
no  poll-tax  for  him.  Thefe  inflances  may  perhaps 
fugged  fimilar  cafes  to  fome  readers. 

Several  provinces  have  alfo  public  burdens  pe* 
culiar  to  them,  which  may  be  regarded  as  taxes; 
fitch  as,  maintaining  the  poft-ftations,  repairing 
tile  highways,  &c. 

Sometimes  the  taxes  and  public  burdens  wear 
an  entirely  different  afyeft.  Indeed  that  has  not; 
happened,  as  far  as  I  know,  in  Great-Ruffia  for  a 
long  time,  except  in  the  obrok  of  the  crown- 
boors  :  but  in  Little-Ruflia,  and  with  the  old  flo* 
bode  regiments,  a  pecuniary  tax  and  afterwards 
the  poll-tax  were  introduced  in  lieu  of  the  former 
kozak-fervice.  The  latter  has  likewife  been  car- 
ried into  Livonia,  Efthonia,  and  Finland.  —  In- 
gria  formerly  was  not  called  upon  for  recruit^  for 
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Bivr  ascLihed;  aurl  tee  pcC-ex  «  one  aazcbci 
arui  firrr  k.'c~x*  oa  ewr  caie  »  antricjLcedl 
wih  the  oc'l^ruxtx  to  kerp  tie  macs  a  ociar  at 
t&eir  rym  expense,  arui  latterly  the  oazreiy  at 
twrirtt  Bat  tfcea  tee  orrttiatr  tp  tae  rerrircce 
then  w.th  opportunity  sbr  rrak'^rg  great 
for  their  pr  vi-^r-fc 

From  thl*  £v>rt  reprcfentatkni  it  Ja^sfzetorisy 
appear^  that  die  ordinary  pdair  taxes  of  tie 
ccp-re  are  very  various ;  tnat,  tzken  on  an  arc- 
raze^  th*y  zdzr.it  of  no  per  cent  calculation ;  that 
they  arc  liable  to  firrer^I  alterations  according  to 
t;rn**  ar.d  clrcumftancei ;  and  that  even  the  deli- 
very of  recruits  is  not  of  the  lame  nature  through- 
out, 

A*  ire  fhould  here  particularly  conilder  the 
great  body  of  the  yeoman ry  or  country-folk,  it  is 
now  to  be  oMbned,  that  their  real  necefiaries  are 
fubjrrt  to  no  taxes,  becaufe  in  all  Ruflia  there  is 
no  fuch  thing  as  excife*.  What  the  common 
nan  want*  for  his  nourifhment  and  cloathing, 
generally  confifU  in  the  products  of  his  rural 
ceconorny,  on  which,  in  many  diftrids  he  pays  no 
tax  whatever,  and  in  others  only  a  moderate  tri- 

*  None  upon  the  meat  or  the  cattle  that  he  fefls,  on  the  malt, 
bread,  £4h,  ice*  which  the  proprietor  confuses,  or  which  are 
kmght. 

butt 
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butc  to  the  land-owner  for  the  occupancy  of  his . 
farm.  Salt  is  indeed  a  monopoly  of  the  crown, ; 
yet,  as  obferv^d  before,  it  is  very  cheap  j  brandy 
on  the  other  hand,  i$  dear ;  but  many  of  the 
common  people  do  not  hold  it  to  be  indifpenfably 
neceffary  to  them ;  others  make  it  themfelves  for; 
their  own  ufe,  as  the  kozaks ;  or,  on  a  failure  of. 

* 

their  crops  of  corn,  to  fupply  the  place  of  it,  pre- 
pare a  ftrong  liquor  of  milk,  as  feveral  of  the  un- 
civilized nomadic  nations,  as  may  be  feen,  among 
others,  from  the  writings  of  the  academicians.  — 
Eor  the  earning  of  money  to  pay  the  pecuniary 
taxes  a  thoufand  means  prefent  themfelves  to  all 
who  have  a  difpofition  to  work  and  to  careful 
occonomy.  Husbandry,  the  breeding  of  cattle, 
the  forefts,  the  culture  of  hops,  bee-ftages,  &a 
yield  the  boor,  belide  the  fupply  of  the  neceffaries 
of  klife,  a  confiderable  furpius  for  fate :  befides,  he 
fometimes  goes  himfelf,  or  fends  his  well-grown 
fon,  if  there  be  no  manufa&ories  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, to  fuch  places  as  afford  work  and  pro* 
fit,  either  as  a  fiiherman  or  a  boatman  on  the 
rivers,  or  as  a  bricklayer  or  carpenter,  or  to  cut 
pitches  and  water-courfes,  &c,  — ^  In  general  the 
taxes  are  not  oppreffive ;  and  thofe  that  feem  to 
be  fo,  or  are  not  perfe&ly  agreeable  to  the  fubjeft, 
cannot,  as  we  have  feen  before,  he  conveniently 
altered.  But  that  the  fubje&s,  if  they  will,  may 
live  comfortably  according  tq  their  ftatjoji,  (hall 
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be  more  Mtarttdy,  jet  briefly  Jbevn  nder  the 
head  immediately  following. 

Tir  every  country,  and  among  all  ranks  ire  to 
be  found  rich  and  poor  perfens,  whofe  welfare  k 
generally  computed  by  their  circumftances  or 
earnings.  That  there  are  very  rich  people  a 
Ruffia  is  known  to  every  one.  Sot  even  to  the 
poorer  fort  it  is  not  difficult  t&  procure  themfelves 
in  a  fliort  time  a  fort  of  competence,  as  fourco  of 
profit  are  open  to  all  ranks,  fuch  as,  for  the  no* 
bility,  the  military,  and  civil  offices;  for  the 
burghers  an  ex  ten  five  commerce,  mamifa&uTes* 
and  all  kinds  of  fervice,  &c  for  the  country 
people  a  prodigious  variety  of  proda&s,  advan- 
tageous employments,  and  the  like. 

That  both  the  nobility  and  the  burghers  live 
a&ually  in  affluence,  is  manifeft  from  the  luxury 
that  every  where  prevails.  Whoever  has  travelled 
through  Ruffia  muft  have  obferved  in  the  houfts 
Of  the  country  nobleffe  that  are  not  quite  fitllen 
to  decay  a  very  plentiful  table,  neat  and  hand* 
fome  drefles,  a  competent  number  of  fervants,  and 
all  other  things  in  proportion.  In  the  towns  the 
wealthy  merchants  live  not  only  in  a  decent  man* 
ner,  but  even  in  a  grand  ftyle.  The  fame  may  be 
affirmed  of  a  number  of  tradefmet*  in  fevettl  d£ 
tri&s,  particularly  in  the  provinces  of  the  Baltic 

Many 
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Many  of  the  latter  who  go  about  in  a  plain  anuji 
rather  humble  garb,  yet  confume  more  than  theft: 
equals  in  itiany  other  countries  * 

But  w*  are  here  particularly  fpeaking  of  the 
clafs  of  countrymen.  The  ruffian  boor,  even  the 
vaffalof  the  nobleman,  lives  very  decently  in  his 
feoufe,  has  a  fufficiency  of  wholefome  food,  js 
heatly  dreffed,  puts  comitoonly  two  <#  three  diihat 

■ 

jdh  his  table;  and  ev&i  accumulates  a  trifling  ca*» 
pital,  though,  as  it  is  not  fecured,  to  hio)  aftd  may 
lie  taken  from  him,  he  firequejitjy  buries  it  in  tbp 
ground  Befides>  we  have  already  named  fouit 
noble  villages  where  the  boors  dilpby  an  opulence 
Vhich  would  be  looked  for  in  vain  in  other  counr 

s. 

tries:  and  fuch  villages  are  in  great  number 
Forjudging  of  the  reft  oneiftftaboe  may  fuffic*^ 
and  that  for  the  fake  of  variety  Adl  be  a  crown^ 
village.  The  large  village  Mefen>  <on  the  fcaakp 
of  the  river  Of  the  fame  hamfe,  fifty  verfts  fiom^ 
msk  into  a  great  arm  of  the  VVfeit^-fea,  ftaud*  i» 
an  ungrateful  Ml,  where  nature  i&*  aded  ihf 
fart  of  tt  ftepmoCher :  for  it  contains  nothing'  <b}# 
irteft ;  only  a  ttiflfe  i£  barky  4»4bwa  yearly,  but 

,  ■«■.     ♦» 

4. 

*  At  die  table*  *F  tk  gehaan  trtdtodrfcrt »  Limn*  a<?  coif, 
monly  feen  more  than  one  diih,  and  among  them  fome  that  are 
coftly,  fdr  mftance,  chickens,  venifon,  and  veftl,  When  they  are 
Itot  ancommonly  dear;  they  generally  {excepting  the  tery 
poortft)  drink  coffee  twice  a  day,  and  make  punch  on  Sunday*; 
though  both  thefe  liquor*  are  at  prefent  rather  expenfire.  •  Mt 
tfceft^no  are  high, 

B  B  4  which 
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-rhich  feld6m  -ripens,  and  is  only  ufed  for  the  ftrsnr 

$n  foddering  the  cattle.     Nevertheless  the  boors 

here  have  always  been  rich  people.-    Every  man 

has  a  honfe  to  live  in,  which,   though  only  of 

-wood,  yet  is  roomy,  fcnd  -confifts  of  two  ftories ; 

*be  lower  ferving  for  the  purpofes  of  houfekeep- 

Itogt  but  the  -'upper  containing  feveral  handfome 

fepartmehts  fitted  ■  up  with  paper-rhangings,    and 

ftpplifed  with  engiiih'  furniture ;  many  of  them 

fceep  above  one  hundred  fervants,  from  the  Lap 

ladders  of  thofe  parts,  who  wait  upon  them  with 

%ft£ir  rein-deer.     Thefe  people  derive  their  riches 

from  ttie  fisheries  on  the  White-fea  and  the  Frozen*- 

"©bean ;   but  their  greateft  profits  arife  ftom  the 

Capture  of -whales.     Their  produ&s  of  this  nature 

ate  fold  to  the- English,  mdftly  thofe  AVho  refide  at 

'Archangel ;  •  from-,  which  place  they  obtain  their 

%w*ceffaries :  rby  the  road  they  have  feven  hundred 

-verfts  to  go-thitheY,  but  by^fea  only  half  that  dif- 

fertfce.  -iThtf  people  of  this*  country  are  welUbuity 

fcut  buffer  rkiikh  in i  their  -ev-es  from  the  reflexion 

fcf/tfcp  fuii-be&fns^by  the  ice  *.     Their  village,  :cm 

ttctoujit  of  its  magnitude  '*&&  thte  opulence: that 

prevails  there,    has  latterly  been  ere&ed  into   a 

«rele*town  f.  *^:£he  ruffian  and  finatth  boors  in 

#>  *  '  -  I  I     .        1  >  f     •  I  -    •  r-  . 

'  •  •  •    •  '  »  -  .1 

. .  *•  Some  are  armpit  blind  by  it  at  tlyjty years  of  age, 
vv  t  Over  again$  this  visage,  on  the,  other  fide  of  the  river »  ihp 
fifl&W*  ha4  great  cqjvcerns  in  the  .feign  of  the  gmprefe  Eliza,- 
Ae^h,  wjiere -t^ey tcpji^ruded faw-mj]i^irpn*forges,  with agrea^ 
prober  of  hamnjera  worked  by  water,  fcc-.w^Hch  are  aoy  a|l 

the 
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the  province  of  Ingria,  or  what  is  now  the  govern- 
ment of  St.  Peteriburg,  are  hot.  by  far  to  be  rec- 
koned among  the  wealthieft,  fince  the  greater 
part  of  them,  befide  the  taxes  in  kind  and  in 
fpecie,  are  obliged  to  perform  feudal  fervice  to  the 
nobles  of  thofe  parts:  but  all  of  them  have  a 
decent  income  and  live  in  a  kind  of  affluence.  — 
The  ruffian  boor  may  foon  >  become  rich,  as  he 
underftands  the  art  of  making  profit  of  every 
thing,  and  whenever  he  pieafes  of  being  content 
with  a  little  * ;  for  all  his  clothes  coil  him  nothing, 
confiding  merely  of  what  is  manufadured  at 
home ;  and  his  diet,  which,  by  the  way,  during 
'the  long  fails  is  extremely  meagre,  is  fupplied  to 
•him  from  his  huibandry. 

Among  the  very  numerous  nobility  many  poflefe* 
fortunes  of  a  hundred  thoufand  or  of  five  hun- 
dred thoufand  rubles,  and  fometimes  more;  but 
,the  generality  may  have  a  fortune  of  between 
thirty  thoufand  and  a  hundred  thoufand  rubles. 
Others,  who  have  no  landed  property,  or  but 
little,  and  perhaps  are  even  in  debt,  find  various 
means  of  acquiring  a  decent  income,  either  in  the 
military  or  civil  fervice,  or  by  farming.  Thofe 
who  are  called  poor,  would  not  be  thought  fo  in 

*  A  ftrilcing  example  of  this  is  obfcrvable  in  tbe  ruffian, 
foldier,  who,  from  his  extremely  fmall  pay,  and  his  exa&ly 
meafiired  allowance    of   provifion,    frequently  by  oeconomy 
and  good  management  accumulates  a  little  capital  from  his 
faviags. 

Saxony, 
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Saxony,  Brandenburg,  and  fevetal  other  conn* 
tries :  for  none  of  them,  as  there,  are  feeti  walk* 
fog  t>n  foot  or  waiting  on  themfelves ;  every  on* 
keeps  his  coach  and  horfes,  at  leaft  a  fervant,  and 
feveral  maids  to  attend  on  his  lady*.  Hence 
we  may  eafily  form  a  judgment  of  the  expence 
that  is  fo  confpicuous  in  the  houfes  of  the  affluent 
nbbiKty,  with  whom  the  raanfion,  gardens,  equi- 
page,  table,  attendance,  plate,  aad  furniture,  might 
induce  one  to  believe  it  the  ieat  of  fome  petty 
prince  f.  At  this  We  need  the  lefe  be  furprifed, 
a$  the  riches,  profperity,  and  revenues  of  the  lancK 
owners  are  more  than  three  times  as  great  as  thef 
were  thirty  years  ago.  At  that  time  a  haak  of 
land  in  Livonia  or  Efthonia  was  wbrth  about  twh 
thouiand  rubles,  and  produced  a  yearly  rent  of 
eighty  or  at  mod  a  hundred  and  twenty  rubles; 
whereas  at  prefent  a  haak  cannot  be  purchased  for 
left  than  five  thoufand,  and  with  fmaQ  cftates  witt 
e&ft  upwards  of  feven  thbufahd  rubies,  yielding  a 

*  If  it  (hotild  .he  afloed  bow  he  defrays  this  expence,  ft 
might  ferve  as  an  anfwcr,  that  horfes  and  fervants  here  do  not 
occafton  any  great  difburfements.  fefides,  he  often  meets  with 
fupport  from  his  more  wealthy  brethren,  at  lead  lodging*  pre* 
render  for  horfes  and  cattle,  firewood*  &c.  perhaps  on  one  6f 
the  manors,  free  of  expence. 

+  Several  noblemen  of  good  fortunes,  however,  ftill  con- 
tinue to  live  under  a  thatched  roof.  Though  great  luxury  in 
general  prevails,  yet  there  are  numbers  of  families  who  adopt  a. 
prudent  frugality,  and  even  difcover  a  Unking  parfimony. 

rer.t 
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rent  of  four  hundred  or  fix  hundred  rabies,  and 
even  more.  Hence  it  is  evident,  that  perfons  who 
twenty  years  fince  were  worth  twenty  thou&nd, 
rubles,  may  now  be  deemed  rich  men.  Yet  with 
all  thefe  happy  circumftanues*  many  of  them  have 
entirely  run  out  their  eftates,  and  plunged  their 
families  in  diftrefs  by  unthriftineft,  the  baleful 
paifion  for  ruinous  play,  extravagant  expenccs, 
and  idle  (peculations  *. 

In  no  country  axe  the  learned  profeffiones  fo  well 
provided  for  as  in  the  provinces  laft-mentioned, 
The  preacher  f,  even  on  the  finalleft  country* 
paftorate,  lives  on  as  brilliant  a  footing  as  die 
general  fuperintendant  in  many  of  the  provinces 
of  Germany:  his  daily  table  is  fupplied  with 
fcveral  diihes ;  he  keeps  men  fervants  and  maid 

#  It  is  rather  unaccountable  how  fotie  noblemen  whoft 
•fate*  by  this  means  are  pat  iato  fcqueftration  and  carefully 
managed,  find  them  infufficient  to  fatiafy  the  creditors,  yet 
afterwards  live  in  a  fort  of  affluence  and  at  a  greater  expence 
than  would  be  reafonably  imagined.  At  leaft  the  children 
feem  not  always  to  become  poor  at  the  feme  time  with  their 
parents. 

t  The  fated  falariea  in  towns  are  ftill  at  the  old  rate,  and 

* 

very  low  j  but  the  accidents,  as  they  are  called,  that  is  prefents, 
snftead  of  what  with  us  are  demanded  z&fteu  are  fo  much  the 
greater,  efpecially  when  feveral  noblemen  are  refident  there, 
who  ufually  give  for  a  marriage  or  a  baptifin  from  twenty  to 
ifty  rubles.    Alfo  rich  burghers  make  large  prcfents, 

fetvantt; 
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fervants  * ;  he  is  commonly  the  friend  and  con- 
fident of  the  noblemen  of  his  parifh,  and  his 
houfe  the  ufual  refort  of  them ;  no  man  of  rank 
need  be  afliamed  of  driving  in  his  coach  and  pair, 
often  his  coach  and  fourf.     His  paftorate  is  equal  1 

in  all  refpe&s,  even  in  privileges  and  immunities, 
to  any  nobleman's  eftate  in  his  neighbourhood : 
the  income  of  a  larger  benefice  upon  a  near  cal- 
culation may  amount  to  fifteen  hundred  or  two 
thoufand,  and  a  moderate  one  to  about  eight 
hundred  rubles;  yet  there  are  a  few  fmaller, 
which  are  likewife  more  produ&ive  than  the 
little  .manors,  becaufe  they  have  not  only  the 
benefit  of  their  own  husbandry,  but  alfo  a  good 
revenue  in  corn  and  money  from  the  parifh.  — 
The  livonian  advocates  are  not  wont  to  draw  up 
a  writing,  as  in  Saxony,  for  a  few  grofches  :x  the 
ordinary  fee  being  feldom  confined  to  five  or  ten 
rubles,  and  for  inftituting  a  trifling  procefe,  or  for 
preparing  a  covenant,  contraft,   teftament,  &c 


.  *  When  he  has  any  paflorate-boors,  he  is,  like  the  noble- 
man on  his  demcfne,  their  matter  and  judge,  takes  from  them 
as  many  domeftics  as  he  pleafes,  and  has  his  husbandry  per- 
formed by  their  feudal  fervice.  If  he  have  no  boors  belonging 
to  him,  then  the  parifh  muft  find  him  a  proper  number  of  do- 
meftics, and  bcfidcs  them,  the  neceflary  hands  for  his  huihandry 
without  wages  or  recompence;  he  likewife  receives  his  firewood 
of  them,  free  of  expence. 

+  To  fee  him  going  about  on  foot,  as  in  Germany,  would 
be  a  ftrange  fight. 


they 
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they  are  ufually  paid  from  fifty  to  a  hundred 
rubles :  it  is  not  then  to  be  wondered  at  that  they 
drive  about  in  fuch  carriages  as  they  go  in,  in 
Saxony,  to  the  privy-council;  and,  that,  after 
pra&ifing  a  few  years,  they  purchafe  a  noble 
demefne.  —  The  phyfician,  even  the  furgeon,  who 
frequently  afts  in  the  capacity  of  the  former,  is 
paid  for  an  ordinary  cure  from  thirty  to  two 
hundred  rubles ;  it  is  common  for  a  wealthy  no- 
bleman to  make  an  agreement  with  his  phyfician, 
whom  he  always  fends  for  from  town  in  his  own 
carriage,  and  pays  him  for  the  whole  cure  five 
hundred  rubles.  When  a  furgeon  inoculates  the 
boor-children  in  a  diftrift,  he  generally  may 
expeft  a  recompence  of  eighty  or  a  hundred 
rubles.  Befides  the  phyfician  and  the  furgeon 
who  are  paid  by  the  crown  for  every  circle,  it 
is  ufual  for  a  nobleman  or  a  parifh  to  keep  a 
phyfician  of  their  own,  to  whom  they  give  a  fixed 
falary  of  three  hundred  or  four  hundred  rubles.  — 
The  common  falary  of  a  domeftic  tutor  about 
thirty  years  ago  was  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and 
fifty  rubles ;  at  prefent  in  the  houfes  of  noblemen 
it  is  generally  three  hundred  or  four  hundred  rubles, 
to  which  tea,  coffee,  the  ufe  of  the  carriage,  at- 
tendance, wafhing,  and  even  confiderable  prefents 
are  added  *.     Nor  need  this  be  a  matter  of  fur- 

*  The  mufic-mafter  at  the  manor-houfe  ufually  gets  at 
much.  The  poor  nobleman  confequently  feels  himfelf  rather 
pinched,  when  his  children  are  grown  up  to  require  a  domeftic 
tutor. 

4  prife, 
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prife,  as  the  nobleman  pays  his  (toward,  who  can. 
only  write  and  keep  accounts*  with  free  board, 
&c.   a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  rubles 
per  annum. 

Owing  to  the  flouriflking  date  of  commerce,  in, 
die  maritime  towns  many  merchants  are  feat  who 
peflefs  capitals  of  iomc  hundred  thoufands  of 
raUesv  It  may  be  advanced  in  general  that  this 
opulence  would  be  more  eommon,  if  they  were 
fewer  in  number,  and  their  expences*  bore  a. 
nearer  proportion  with  their  profits  f. — The 
tradefmen  earn  a  great  deal  of  money  with  little 
trouble  J. 

•  It  is  only  in  (mall  towns  that  the  merchant's  wife  goes  oa 
foot  to  church ;  in  the  larger  fee  has  her  coach  after  the  ne weft 
falhion,  and  in  the  hoafe  as  much  magnificence  is  diiplayed 
frequently  as  in  that  of  the  wealthy  nobleman. 

+  The  ruffian  traders  in  the4ivonian  towns,  are  a  proof  of 
this.  As  their  expence  in  cloaths,  eating,  carriage,  fcc.  is  far 
(mailer,  they  can  afford  to  fell  their  commodities  much  cheaper^ 
accordingly  they  make  quick  returns,  and  foon  find  themfelves 
in  good  circumftances. 

I  A  few  examples  from  the  (mall  country-towns  will  fet  this 
matter  in  a  perfpicuous  light.  The  Aioemaker  takes  for  a  pair 
of  (hpes,  when  all  the  leather  is  found  him,  merely  for  the 
making  between  Eftv  kopeeks  and  one  ruble ;  for  a  pair  of 
boots  if  or  two  rubles;  the  taytor  for  a  plain  garment  4rom 
three  to  five  rubles ;  the  joiner  for  a  common  cheft  fmeared  with 
▼arnifh,  for  which  the  wood  cofts  him  between  thirty  and  fifty 
kopeeks,  from  fat  to  ten  rubles ;  the  wheelwright  for  a  pair  of 
coach-wheels,  the  wood  cofting  him  forty  kopeeks,  gets  be- 
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The  livo»i«n  wi  &hw&*  pt»fc«tjy  we  g«M- 
rally  thought  to  be^  if  w*  miferabk!,  *A  lemfi  pwn : 
affd  many  of  than  n»y  be»  fe  termed,  if  we  qqb- 
fider  tteir  vai&lage  a**}  tfcpi*  feudal.  burdetw*  Qr 
their  dwetttag*  uouriUiT^nt,  and  houftold.  fur- 
niture.  The  indifftripu*  and  frugal*  however, 
liye  upon  the  produce  of  their  agriculture  m  a& 
QOrafottable  a  manner  as  the  nature  off  their  feudajf 
qonftitufeion.  will  admit,  if  the  boundle&  avarice  or 
infenfibility  of  a  proprietor  do  not  crufli  them  by 
exorbitant  impofts  and  feudal  burdens.  Among; 
the  Lettee  are  boors  who  feel  forae  confequence 
by  their  riches ;  and  among  the  Efthoniaps  are 
boor's  wives  who  Vear  filver  necklaces  and 
fioniachers  to  the  value  of  fifty  rubles;  and 
among  both  nations  fome  who  eat  their  own 
good  houihold  bread  the  whole  year  through, 
with  a  difh  of  meat  betides,  have  a  coniideraUe 
quantity  of  live  (lock,  and  lay  by  a  imall  capital 
fum  of  money,  (fometimes,  as  was  before  obferved, 


tween  three  and  four  rabies ;  the  tanner  for  a  bullock's  hid* 
which  he  bujs  raw  for  three  or  four  rubles,  is  paid  eight  or  ten 
rubles ;  the  fmith  for  an  ordinary  padlock  will  have  from  one 
to  three  rubles,  &c.  —  But  then  in  what  manner  do  thefe  people 
live?  Expenfive  vi&uals,  coffee  twice  a  day,  (."tab  *W* 
colls  at  prefent  forty-eight  to  fifty-two  kopeeks  per  pound,) 
entertainments,  parties  of  pleafure,  &c.  are  extremely  co/n- 
mon.  The  wife  goes  gaily  drefied*  and  feldom  condefcends 
tov  do  any  of  the  houfhold  bnfmefs,  but  leaves  it  all  to  her 
maids. 

9  bury 
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bury  ft  in  the  ground,)  or  let  it  out  upon  intereft* 
Many  of  them  might  live  more  commodioufly 
than  in  the  wretched  fmoky  rooms  which  thfey 
inhabit,  as  fome  of  the  fubftantial  peafants  aftually 
do  in  chambers  with  neat  little  windows ;  but 
they  had  in  general  much  rather  adhere  to  the 
old  manners  of  their  fathers*  On  eftates  be- 
longing to  the  crown,  where  the  imports  and 
feudal  fervices  are  accurately  defined,  the  boor, 
when  his  husbandry  fucceeds,  lives  contented  and 
happy;  and  many  of  the  private  landlords  aft 
the  part  of  a  father  to  the  people  on  their  de- 
mefnes.  —  Some  writers  feem  to  imagine  the 
Efthonian  to  be  deftitute  of  the  finer  feelings  of 
our  nature  and  a  demi-brute ;  but  thoufands  of 
examples  fhew  that  nature  has  not  dealt  unkindly 
with  them,  though  in  quicknefs  of  intellect  they 
are  far  below  the  Ruffians. 

The  generality  of  the  kozaks  enjoy  not  only 
the  neceflaries  but  the  accommodations  and  com- 
forts of  life.  In  the  parts  about  the  Don  eafe 
and  affluence  are  every  where  feen;  and  the 
kozaks  of  the  Ural  ufually  pafi  their  time  in  idle- 
ness and  yet  in  plenty,  from  the  riches  they 
obtaip  by  means  of  the  productive  fisheries  on 
that  river. 

*  The  Greenlander  is  much  better  pleafed  with  his  filthy 
earth-hole  than  with  a  fine  edifice  in  Copenhagen* 

it 
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» 

It  utay  probably  not  be  unacceptable  to  find 
here  a  fomewhat  more  circumftantial  account  of 
a  very  remote  province,    that  of  Nertfchinflc, 
which  to  my  knowledge  has  not  yet  been  de- 
fcribed  by  any  traveller  as  to  its  profperity.     The 
people  there  pay,  according  to  the  nature  of  their 
condition  and  ctmftitution,  the  ufual  public  taxes, 
either  by  tribute  or  money.    This  they  derive,  as 
well  as  all  other  neceflaries,  from  agriculture,  the 
chace,   the  fifliery,    working  in  the  mines,   the 
trade  of  carriers,  the  fale  of  their  produ&s  to  the 
ruffian  merchants  who  go  thither  for  them,  and 
their  trade  with  China,  when  it  is  open.     Some  of 
thefe  fources  of  gain  require  to  be  a  little  en- 
larged on  here ;  firft  remarking,  that  ruffian  and 
foreign  goods,  particularly  linen,  are  annually  im- 
ported and  confumed  in  thofe  parts  to  the  amount 
of  above  one  hundred  thoufand  rubles.     On  the 
other  hand,    the   country-  people,    befide   their 
own  confumption,   get  a  net  profit  in  money, 
among  other  things  from:    1.   agriculture;   in 
good  years  the  boors  fell  to  the  mine-works  at 
the  four  towns  thereabouts,  and  to  the  troops  on 
the  frontiers,  annually  to  the  amount  of  twenty 
thoufand  to  twenty-five  thoufand  rubles  in  corn ; 
2.  from  the  trade  of  carriers,  as  they  convey  all 
the  furs  of  thofe  parts  to  ruffian  towns  on  account 

of^jhe  merchants*,   or  bring  back  goods  from 

« 

*  Some  even  cany  at  times  the  noble  metals  obtained  there 
to  the  place  of  their  deftlnation. 

vol.  ii.  c  c  them, 


386  REMARKS  0J7    THX 

them,  by  which  they  corn  cvety  yea*  from  eight 
to  ten  thoufand  rubles;    3.  from  the   trade  to 
China,  when  it  goes  forward,  whither  they  tran- 
fport  annually  about  two  thou&nd  horfes,  nearly 
the  fame  number  of  horned  cattle,  and  as  many 
yufts  or  hides,  and  feyeral  thoufand  larab-fkins ; 
4.  from  the  trade  to  Raffia  in  which  they  only 
difpofe  of  furs:  this  amounted  (befides  the  tribute 
paid  by  the  Tungufes  and  Burets)  from  the  year 
1785  to  1789,  one  year  with  another,  annually 
from  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  to 
two  hundred  and  forty~thou&nd  fquirrel-fkins,  at 
one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  rubles  the 
thoufand ;  one  hundred  and  eighty  to  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  fables,  at  five  to  fifteen  rubles  a 
piece,  rarely  twenty  to  twenty-five  rubles  * :  two 
hundred  to  350  fox-fkins,  at  1  £  or  two  rubles  a 
piece;    one  hundred  to   one  hundred  and  fifty 
bear-fkina,    at  four  to  fifteen  rubles  a  f  piece ; 
three  hundred  to  four  hundred  wolf-fkins,  at  1  \ 

•  The  da-urian  fables  and  fquirrels  are  reckoned  to  be  the 
bell  in  the  empire,  accordingly  they  are  dearer  than  thofe 
from  other  parts.  For  this  reafon  the  Chinefe,  who  have 
the  art  of  colouring  them,  buy,  not  thefe  but  the  worfe%and 
therefore  cheaper  one*  from  IdcurA.  For  feme  time  pad  it 
ha^  been  obfcrved,  that  the  Jablea  and  fquiirels  retire  thence 
to  the  river  Amoor:  perhaps  on  account  of  the  number  of 
hunters. 

f  The  latter  price  is  paid  by  the  ruffian  merchants  that  coiqj* 
thither  only  for  thofe  with  filmy  hair,  which  however  are 
very  fcarce. 

.3  to 
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to  three  rubles  each;  fifty  to  fitfty  lyiix-flriii*,. 
from  five  to  eight  rubles  each*:  ten  tftoufirnxfr 
to  fifteen  thoufand  hare-flcm*,  a*  ftrt?  to  fifty 
rubles  the  thoufand  |;  thirty  to  ibrtJf  gte*t<J#* 
ikins,  from  four  to  eight  rfcbler «  fitci;  fi* 
thoufand  to  eight  thoufond  bfatfc  atid  whta* 
lamb-fltins,  a  black  at  fifty  to  ttveAtf,  fa.  Wliitfe  £9 
twenty  to  thirty-five  kopeeks,  &c. 

As  agriculture  here  »  very  inviting  oft  a*icouMff 
of  the  profit  it  brings,  the  Tungufts*  arid  Bm&* 
have  begun  to  addict  themfelvefr  to  it,  and.  tffe* 
open  an  advantageous  profpeft'  fb*  f&ti&tftty? 
Some  of  them  alfo  attempt  to  gain  a-  HteKhoad  tat 
carriers.  »  : 

That  amidft  fo  tfiany  meaas  of  gaining  mottejl 
the  people  muft  in  general  be'itf  ekfy  circitift- 
fiance*,  is  appaiwt  to  the  moft  fcatefcfi  obferWf^ 
beiides,  the  conduct  of  the  old  ruffian  inhabitetttfirf 
id  a  proof  of  it,  many  of  whom  are  cenfurfed 
by  the  academicians  in  the-  aecdunt  6f  theW 
travels  for  living  in  idtenefs ;ai^'..$'dfcblii^hery. 
It  waft  for  this  jeafon  that  a-  veijr  refpfeftat/te 

1  V  -  ;peHbn/ 

~*  But  tfheri  the  commerce  "at  KiachTa  Hourilhes^  they"are 
worth  in  trade  thirteen  or  fourteen  ruble*  a-  pjeoe.    - 

f  The  (kins  of  bear*,  wolves,  lynxes*  foaes,  b*4gtrt)  a*4 
marmottes,  are  worfe  in  Jiair  than  thofe  ia  other  parts*  of 
RufSa;  bnt  thofe  of  the  hare  are  as  good  as  anywhere 
elfe. 

%  The  old  inhabitants  who  follow '  hufbandry  particularly 
are  become  very  negligent  and  great  fpendthrifts  by  their 
*-  c  c  2  affluence* 


( 

\ 
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perfon,  who  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
diftrift  of  Nertfchinflc,  mentions  in  a  letter,  that 
it  would  be  pf  great  fervice  to  the  province  and 
the  agriculture  of  thofe  parts,  as  well  as  highly 
improving  and,  encouraging  to  the  other  in- 
habitants, if  the  crown  would  fend  about  100O 
$r  more  good  ruffian  boors  to  fettle  there:  as 
they  would  fet  a  fine  example  of  induflry  to  the 
uncivilized  natives,  and  teach  them  to  carry  on 
Jiufbandry  to  greater  advantage,  and  might  per- 
^aps  gradually  infpire  their  elder  brethren  of  thofe 
countries,  or  at  lead  their  pofterity,  with  more 
(Economical  diipofitions. 

Foreign  gentlemen  coming  to  Ruflia  have 
perhaps  entered  a  peafant's  houfe  by  the  road, 
and  at  the  fight  of  fome  obje&s  have  been  led  to 

think  the  condition  of  the  ruffian  boors  to  be  ex- 

»  -  * »  • 

tremely  wretched  and  miferable*.  They  found, 
for  example,  no  feather-beds;  as  the  ruffian 
boor  flfeeps  on  a  hard  bench,  his  coat  or  a  fort 
of  rug  (erring  him  both  for  coverlet  and  pillow. 
But  the  common  ruffian,  who  is  inured  to  thjs 
from  his  very  infancy,  and  generally  has  nothing 


affluence.    Even  the  common  people  there  drink  a  prodigious 
Quantity  of  teav;  each  perfon  feveral  cans  of  it  a  day. 

'  *  Some  travellers,  from  feeing  particularly  poor  peasants 
Or  villages  in  Livonia  and  Efthonia,  draw  conclnfions  con* 

* 

cerning  all  the  country  people  of  the  empire;  but  they  are 
grou'ndlefs. 

5  at 
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at  all  to  cover  him,  requires  ho*  feather-bed ; 
otherwife  he  could  foon  provide  himfelf  with 
one,  fince  he  is  neither  in  want  of  tame  poultry 
nor  wild  fowl  —  Others  have  pronounced  the 
ruffian  merchants,  from  their  fimple  national 
habit,  to  be  deftitute  of  propriety  in  drefs ;  and 
have  exclaimed  againft  their  ordinary  favourite 
mefies,  which  indeed  may  not  be  highly  palatable 
to  every  foreign  depraved  appetite.  But  this 
way  of  reafoning  furely  is  not  juft.  Who  will 
prefume  to  fet  himfelf  up  for  a  competent  judge 
of  tafte  for  other  men  ?  If  the  ruffian  merchant 
content  himfelf  with  a  cheap  national  drefi, 
which  however  is  by  no  means  always  the  cafe, 
he  is  certainly  to  be  commended  for  it;  at  the 
.fame  time  his  wife  perhaps  wears  as  many  genuine 
pearls  upon  her  head-drefs  (that  being  a  very 
ufual  ornament)  as  would  buy  him  feveral  handr 
fome  fuits  of  cloaths, 

The  moderate  taxes,  the  cheap  living,  the  ex- 
cellent and  numerous  products,  the  conttntedneis 
of  the  people,  and  tjie  good  regulations  adopted 
through  the  empire,  afford  to  every  one  who  con- 
ducts himfelf  well  in  his  ftation  of  life*  fufficient 
•means  for  acquiring  a  competency.    The  majority  I 
of  the  ruffian  fubjefts  fare  better  in  their  way  than  1  ^ 
the  great  multitude  in  France,  Germany,  Sweden^  \ 
and  feveral  other  countries.     That  the  feme  may  I 
be  faid  of  all  clafles,  needs  not  here  be  repeated,    I 
Jt  having  already  been  made  apparent  —  Where    [ 

c  c  3  any 
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any  deficiency  is  perceivable  *,  the  fault  is  not  to 
be  imputed  to  the  public  inititutions,  laws,  taxes, 
and  form  of  government ;  but  to  particular  cir- 
tramftances  and  unavoidable  combinations,  often 
fokly  to  tke  ftiffcrrag  fubjed  himfclf,  who  may  be 
either  regardleft  of  his  duties,  of  negligent  m  his 
accounts,  or  perhaps  has  taken  up  a  profcffion  for 
vhich  he  had  not  the  proper  talents  f-  But  it  is 
indifputable,.  that  in  Raffia,  by  a  propriety  of  be- 
haviour, the  foreigner,  as  well  as  the  native,  may 
foon  procure  a  decent  livelihood.. 

In  fania  countries  authors  have  attempted  to. 
calculate  the  whole  national  wealth,  or  at  leaft 
the  amount  of  all  the  natural  produ&s,  and  to. 
afcertain  what  portion  of  it  fells  to  the  fhare  of 
♦very  individual  Thefe  exercifcs  may  be  an 
tmufeinent  for  idle  hours,  but  fefatam  afford  £tb- 
&&ton  to  the  man  of  fcience. 

.  *  As  is  the  caft  with  numbers  of  vafials  wbofe  liatd  lot  it  it 
to, belong  to  verv  fever c  landlords;  or  with  tradesmen  who  ex- 
perience a  want  of  cuftomqrs,  or  with  a  decayed  merchant,  &c. 

f  This  may  ferve  as  a  hint  to  fome  coloniils  that  are  difiatis- 
fted  with  their  condition,  who  having  obtained  parcels  of  land, 
have  neither  inclination  nor  abilities  to  cultivate  them,  and 
therefore  continue  as  poor  as  aft  their  firft  coining.  It »  appli- 
cable to  many  Italians  and  others,  who  would  nowhere  'procure 
a  decent  livelihood  were  they  to  travel  the  whole  world  over* 
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PRECTJON    QF    THE   VJCEKOYALTJES. 


SECTION    I. 
Conjiitution  of  the  QttctrntnznU. 

In  the  ruffian  empire  were  many  governments  fo 
exceedingly  exterifive,  that  in  fuperficial  contents 
they  were  not  equalled  by  any  kingdom  in  Eu- 
rope. In  thefe  the  governor  was  greatly  overbur- 
dened with  imfinefe :  the  office  of  judge,  the  po- 
lice, the  levying  of  the  taxes,  providing  for  inter- 
nal and  external  fecurity,  and  the  fuperintendence 
of  a  thoufand  other  matters  refted  perfonally  cm 
liim:  fo  that  it  was  impoffible  for  one  man  to 
pondutt  thefe  multifarious  concerns  witl^  due  e^ 

q  c  4  a&itud^ 
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a&itude,  efpecially  as  there  were  neither  courts  of 
juftice  nor  boards?  of  affairs.  Thfe  emprefs  Catha- 
rine II.  therefore  conceived  the  falutary  defign  of 
giving  her  empire  a  totally  different  form;  by 
dividing  it  into  feveral  more  proportionate  govern- 
ments, and  thefe  again  into  fo  many  circles: 
fepat&titig  the  bufineis  of  each  by  afligning  tor  all 
their  particular  courts.  This  was  effected  by  the 
ereftion  of  viceroyalties*,  of  which  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  give  feme  account  hi  the  pfefent 
Work, 

What  the  emprels  had  principally  in  view  by 
this  alteration,  were  a  more  facile  and  impartial 
adminiftration  of  juftice,  greater  regularity,  uni- 
formity in  proceedings,  putting  a  check  upon  the 
arbitrary  authority  of  an  arrogant  and  haughty 
commander, ,  providing  fecurity  for  upright  men 
in  office  t>  to  bring  redrefs  and  relief  within  the 
reach  of  every  one,  the  obviating  of  many  op- 
preffive  grievances*  to  introduce  improvement 
into  feveral  clafles  of  the  people,  to  promote  the 

•  The  book  containing  all  her  precepts  to  this  end  came  out 
cinder  the  title  of,  Her  imperial  majefty  Catharine  II. 's  ordi- 
nances for  the  adminiftration  of  the  governments  of  the  raffia* 
empire.  St.  Peterfburg,  1775.  The  fecond  part  was  publiftejd 
in  1780. 

t  Honeft  men,  even  governors,  if>  they  refuted  to  attach 
themfelve*  to  a  powerful  party  were  formerly  by  no  means  fkfe, 
as  was  feen  in  the  cafe  of  governor  Wolff,  and  afterwards  ia 
that  of  count  Sievers, 

circu- 
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circulation  of  money,  to  obtain  a  mote  conve- 
nient vent  for  the  produ&s  of  the  country,  among 
many  other  advantages*  —  She  therefore  fpared  no 
pains  in  providing  a  remedy  for  every  defeft,  and 
that  law  and  equity  might  be  every  where  dif- 
penfed.    The  annual   oil  to  the  crown  in  the  pay 
of  judges  and  placemen  in  the  civil  department 
had  been  immenfe.     Now  juftice  was  to  be  admi- 
nistered without  fee  or  reward :  therefore  all  per- 
quifites  of  office  were  ftri&ly  forbidden,  infpe&ors 
of  judges  and  guardians  of  the  laws  were  ap* 
pointed,    and  bribery  prohibited   under    heavy 
penalties.     On  the  eftablifliment  of  thefe  govern- 
ments, tumultuous  decifions  or  arbitrary  fentences 
were  no  longer  to  be  dreaded;  fuits  now  were 
carried  on  in  due  courfe  of  law;  many  contro- 
verfies  were  fatisfaftorily  compromifed  by  the  court 
of  confcience ;   and  people  taken  into  cuftody 
were  never  in  danger  of  being  forgotten  by  a  care* 
lefs  judge,  as  all  other  caufes  muft  give  way  to 
criminal  examinations,  and  certain  officers  were 
obliged  frequently  now  to  vifit  the  prifon3. 

A  beneficial  inftitution  like  this,  which  held 
but  fo  many  advantages,  was  received  with  joy 
by  the  whole  nation  *,  which  had  never  till  now 

had 

.  #  Prom  fcotfc  indent  ind  modern  hiftory  we  learn  that  in 
many  countries  new  infthutions,  though  proceeding  from  the 
pared  motives,  have  fometunes  occafioned  very  alarming  dif- 
tflrhances,  fo  great  as  to  induce  the  fovereign  to  retra&  the 

fidutary 
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bad  a  proper  juridical  confutation  *.  —  Some  at 
firft  apprehended  that  fo  many  pofe  in  the  multi- 
tude of  viceroyalties  would  occaiion  almoft  infu- 
j>erable  difficulties,  eTpeciaily  in  thofe  diftri&g 
where  there  were  fcarceiy  any  nobles  at  all ;  but 
experience  fhewed  the  contrary:  it  was  found, 
that,  betides  various  other  perfora  who  had  before 
£lled  civil  offices,  there  were  officers  enough,  who 
were  already  out  of  the  fervice,  or  had  given  in 
their  resignation,  and  were  very  capable  of  being 
appointed  to  the  new  -ftationst*  —  In  fhort,  it 
j»  fufficieutly  prefcribed.  in  the  afore-cited  ordi- 
nances, at  what  time  and  how  long  the  courts 
ihould  hold  their  fittings ;  and  when  and  by  whom 


falutary  innovations.  But  not  in  Raffia:  the  fabjcfts  in  all 
places  received  the  new  con/litution  with  grateful  applaufe. 
Some  provinces  feemtfd  at  firft  to  apprehend  an  injury  to  their 
privileges  by  it;  but  they  were  foon  (hewn  that  they  would  be 
gainers  by  the  admxffion  of  it.  Confeqoently  they  never  pro* 
ceeded  to  murmurs,  much  lefs  to  open  re&ftance. 

*  A  few  provinces  are  an  exception  to  this",  19  thoft  of  the. 
Baltic,  and  in  fome  meafure  the  malo-rufltan ;  bat  the  admuiif- 
tration  of  juftice  was  in  all  extremely  defective. 

1*  They  fuited  the  ruffian  nation  in  all  departments.  But 
that  country  in  general  is  a  proof  that  the  juridical- office, 
may  be  well  and  truly  adminiitered  withqut  previous  .acade- 
mical preparation,  or  without  having  belonged  to  a  college. 
of  law.  Even  mer?  writers  have  been  often  appointed  to  fecrfer 
fiariates. 

the 
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the  ele&ion  of  the  judges  ihould  be  made*.  That 
the  places  of  moil  importance  ihould  be  filled  by 
the  emprefe  herfel£  others  by  the  fenate,  fome 
by  the  governor,  many  by  the  nobility  of  the 
government  or  the  circle,  &c.  *as  alfo  by  whom 
propofals  ihould  be  made,  is  clearly  afcertained 
in  thofe  ordinances,  to.  vhich  the  curious  on  this 
fulled  are  referred.  But  a  few  other  objefte 
demand  here  our  farther  notice. 

Every  government  was  to  confift  of  between 
300,000  and  400,000  perfons  of  the  male  fex. 
This  however  is  not  to  be  an  undeviating  rule; 
in  many  their  numbers  are  far  lefe,  and  in  others 
much  more.  Each  has  its  own  governor  and  vice- 
governor;  but  a  general  governor  is  appointed 
commonly  over  two,  feldom  over  three  govern- 
ments. Each,  according  to  its  extent  and  popu- 
lation, i$  divided  into  feveral  circles;  yet  many 
that  are  of  fnch  large  dimensions  as  to  require  it, 
are  formed  into  two  or  more  provinces)  and  each 
i>f  them  again  into  feveral  circles.     To  a  circle  or 

?  The  juridical  pcrfons  in  the  circle*,  as  well  as  in  the  towns, 
even  in  fome;  of  the  fuperior  courts,  were  chofen  every  three 
years.  Some  have  thought  thefe  frequent  changes  might  pre- 
vent the  judge  from  acquiring  fufficient  experience,  and  thus 
the  fecretary,  wfto  is  never  changed,  would  foon  gain  an 
afcendancy.  Btyt  this  furmife  is  unfounded.  The  electors  may 
choofe  the  judge  afrefh  if  he  deferve  their  con6dence ;  .but  no 
one  dare  ever  abufe  his  power.  Formerly  the  judge  was  per- 
manent in  Livonia  and  Efthonia,  but  the  fecretary  often  had  a 
preponderance. 

diftrift 
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diftria  from  20,000  to  30, 000  head  of  males  are 
computed:  though  neither  is  this  an  invariable 
rule*.  Each  has  its  government-town  f  where 
the  chief  magiftracy,  namely,  the  general  go* 
vernor  and  the  governor,  together  with  the  fupe- 
rior  courts,  hold  their  fefiions ;  but  a  circle-town 
is  affigned  to  every  circle  from  which  it  takes  its 
name,  and  where  the  circle  officers,  or  at  leaft 
their  chanceries,  are  ftationed :  though  other  towns 
inay  lie  within  a  circle,  which  then  have  their 
own  town-magiftracy,  but  no  circle-court.  —  The 
officers  have  their  falaries  and  rank  allotted  to 
them :  only  fome  ferve  without  pay,  as,  the  go- 
vernment-marflials  and  circle-marihals,  as  likewife 
in  the  towns,  the  fown-chief,  the  oral  judge,  &c 
—  The  officers  and  courts  appointed  to  a  vice* 
toyalty  are  the  following: 

1.  The  general-governor  J:  who  is  in  a 
manner  the  fuperintendant  of  ail  the  officers  of 
his  viceroyalty;  but  neither  judge  nor  legiflator; 
though  in  the  deliberations  of  the  magiftrates,  at 

*  Thus  there  are  circles  containing  not  near  fo  many,  for 
inftance,  that  of  Veiffcnftcin  in  the  government  of  Reval,  having 
only  about  12,000. 

f  Commonly  the  government  takes  its  name  from  it ;  though 
there  are  a  few  exceptions,  as  Caucafus  and  Taurida,  likewife 
the  government  of  Efcatarinoflaf  and  that  of  Perme. 

t  At  the  beginning  we  fometimes  heard  of  viceroys,  which 
title  ftands  in  the  above-mentioned  ordinances,  with  that  of  4 
general-governor.    At  prefent  the  Jaft  alone  U  ufed. 

« 
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which  he  prefides,  any  regulations  which  arc 
thought  expedient,  may  be  ena&ed.  He  can 
neither  levy  taxes  on  the  people,  nor  inflift  pu- 
niihments,  though  he  orders  the  execution  of  the 
fentences  judicially  pronounced.  In  fubordination 
to  him  are  not  only  the  commandants  of  all  the 
fortreffes  within  his  government,  but  alfo  in  mili- 
tary proceedings  the  troops  that  are  there  with 
their  commander  or  chef-de-divifion,  even  though 
the  latter  have  precedence  of  him  in  point  vof 
(eniority  in  the  fervice*. — Thus  the  general  go- 
vernors are  On  one  fide  armed  with  great  power, 
but  on  the  other  have  bounds  prefcribed  to  them, 
that  they  cannot  arbitrarily  commit  injuftice. 
They  are  in  fome  fenfe  under  the  authority  of  the 
fenate,  which  however  can  only  demand  account 
of  them,  not  punifli  f  them,  but  only  reprimand 

the 

*  Some  few  have  even  a  divifion*  or  a  part  of  the  army,  as 
a&ually  commanding  generals,  under  their  orders;  molt  of 
them  are  tranfplanted,  as  it  were,  from  the  military  to  the  civil 
Hate.  The  apprehenfion  left  fome  one  or  other  of  them  in  the 
remote  provinces  fhould  in  time  to  come  prove  dangerous,  it 
without  foundation,  as  not  only  the  army  is  divided  into  feveral 
corps  or  divifions,  bat  the  impcral-cheft  in  the  government  is 
never  entrafted  to  the  general'governor.  —  A  wife  and  vigilant 
Sovereign  will,  moreover,  always  take  care  to  maintain  all  in 
proper  equipoife. 

f  This  is  a  very  prudent  regulation ;  for  in  a  former  reign  It 
might  have  happened  occafionally  that  the  confideration,  repofe, 
and  perfonal  fafety  of  an  upright  governor  were  brought 

into 
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the  rnagiftracy.  —  It  is  commonly  a  general  field- 
marfhal  or  a  general  in  chief  that  is  raifed  to  this 
very  important  and  honourable  dignity  *»  Over 
and  above  the  ample  friary  according  to  his  rank, 
he  alfo  receives  a  coniiderable  fum  for  the  expenoet 

of  his  tablef. 

2.  The  governor,  Iikewife  a  petfoaage  of 
great  confequence,  who  not  only  fteps  into  tbe 
place  of  the  general-governor,  when  he  is  abfent, 
but  of  faimfelf  has  alfo  a  considerable  influence  in 
all  concerns  of  the  government  He  condufts 
the  viceroyalty ;  calls  every  officer  to  account ; 
appoints  to  a  variety  of  pofts;  what  he  orders 
muft  be  executed,  though  the  council  ihould  be 
of  a  different  opinion  J;  he  is  alio  the  fuperior  hi 
the  college  of  general  provifion,  Iikewife  fpecial 


into  great  danger. —  It  could  alfo  happen  that  the  fenate 
might  be  prompted  to  teftify  its  difpleafure  againft  a  general- 
governor. 

*  At  times  alfo  this  important  office  is  filled  by  a  lieatenantr 
general ;  though  commonly  not  as  actual  general-governor,  bat 
only  as  a  fubftkute  for  him. 

f  The  table*  money  ofed  commonly  to  be  five  honored  rabies 
a  month ;  bat  the  prefent  commander  in  Mofco  and  its  govern* 
meat  receives  in  confequence  of  an  immennm  akafe  of  the  19th 
of  February  1790,  bdides  the  fall  military  pay,  with  the  moons 
according  to  the  characler  he  fills,  a  monthly  allowance  of  one 
thoufand  rubies  table-money. 

I  In  that  cafe,  however,  they  may  and  are  obliged  to  deliver 
their  reaibns. 

infpe&or 
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infpe&or  of  all  fchools,  &c.  — This  place  is 
ufaally  filled  by  a  lieutenant-general  or  a  major- 
general*.  Over  and  above  his  pay,  he  receives 
alfo  table-money  f. 

3.  The  vice-governor  or  lieutenant-gover- 
nor, is  prelident  in  the  finance-chamber;  but 
when  the  general-governor  and .  the  governor  are 
both  abfent,  he  fupplies  their  pl&ce.  This  poft 
is  occupied  by  perfons  from  the  military  and  from 
the  civft  departments. 

We  come  now  to  the  feveral  courts  and  boards, 
each  having  its  chancery-officers : 

1.  The  VICEROYALTY-GOVfcRNMENT,   in  whtcli 

tlie  general-governor,  the  governor,  and  two 
counfellors  have  their  feats;  they  promulgate 
laws,  ordinances,  &c  fee  to  the  exaft  obfervance 
of  them,  provide  for  fecurity  and  order,  make 
out  writs  of  arreft  and  execution,  &c. ' 

2.  The  court  of  justice,  which,  from  the 
words  of  the  Ordinances,  may  be  regarded  in  a 
twofold  capacity ;  it  being  divided  into  two  de- 

•  Or  it  is  executed  by  a  peribn  from  the  civil  flate*  viz*  a 
privy-counfellor  or  a  ftate  coanfellor,  at  is  ax  prefent  the  cafe  in 
the  government  of  Novgorod*  —  Sometimes  governors  ar« 
tranilated  from  one  government  into  another* 

f  In  many  governments  the  falary  is  2250  rubles,  in  others 
only  1800.  There  is  a  like  variation  in  regard  to  the  table* 
money :  here  and  there  the  income  arifuig  from  a  certain  num- 
ber of  crown -boors  is  allotted  to  it;  fome  governors  receive 
monthly  three  hundred,  others  only  one  hundred  and  fifty 
rabies. 

partments, 
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partments,  whereof  one  determines  in  penal 
caufes,  and  the  other  in  civil  fuits :  each  con  lifts 
of  a  prefident,  two  counfellors,  and  two  affeflbrs. 
« —  It  is  the  fupreme  court  of  the  viceroyalty ;  it 
receives  orders  only  from  the  monarch  and  from 
the  fenate,  but  not  from  the  viceroyalty-govem- 
ment  In  penal  cafes  it  paffes  the  final  fentence, 
which  is  then  fubmitted  to  the  *general-governon 
All  appeals  from  the  ftatute-court,  the  court  of 
wards,  and  the  magiftracy  of  the  f  government* 
go  to  the  court  of  jufticej,  whofe  fentence  is 
executed,  even  in  cafes  when  the  party  fubmitting, 
or  difiatisfied  with  the  decree,  carries  the  appeal 
to  the  fenate  §.  —  Ingroffations  or  public  bond- 

•  If  he  think  the  (entence  wrong,  ho  can  defer  its  exe- 
cution; if  juft,  he  orders  it:  he  has  no  right  arbitrarily  to 
alter  it. 

t  Whoever  appeals  from  thefe  courts,  nmft  not  only  declare 
opon  oath  that  he  believes  his  laufe  to  be  Juft,  bat  alfo  muft 
depofit  one  hundred  rubles  fuccumbence-money,  which  he  for- 
feits if  the  verdict  be  fully  oonfirmed.  If  he  can  bring  proof 
that  from  poverty  he  is  unable  to  lay  down  that  fum,  he  is 
excufed*  It  is  farther  fettled  in  the  Ordinances  how  much  the 
fum  in  litigation  muft  amount  to,  for  giving  a  right  of  appeal  s 
and  how  the  fuccumbence-money  muft  be  applied  in  cafe  of  its 
Ailing  to  the  court. 

t  In  the  government  of  Reval  it  is  vulgarly  called  the  tri- 
bunal, and  its  members  counfellors  of  the  tribunal. 

§  On  making  this  appeal,  together  with  the  abovemen- 
tioned  oath,  a  depofit  of  two  hundred  rubles  fuccumbence* 
money  muft  be  made. 

debts 
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debts  are  done  here,  if  amounting  to  upwards  of 
one  hundred  rubles. 

3.  The  finance-chamber  takes  care  of  the 
crown-incomes  and  taxes  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
monopolies  of  brandy  and  fait,  ajjp  the  crown* 
mines,  if  any  be  there;  has  the  infpe&ion  of  the 
accounts  of  the  population,  of  public  buildings, 
of  the  cuftoms,  payment  of  the  fixed  falaries,  &c 
The  vice-governor,  or  in  his  abfencc  the  oeco- 
nomy-dire&or,  prefides  in  it :  there  is  likewife  a 
treafurer  of  the  government. 

4.  The  college  of  general  provision 
dire&s  its  attention  to  falutary  and  beneficial  in- 
ftitutions,  to  fchools*,  hofpitals,  poor>houfes, 
infirmaries,  work-houfes,  &&  Under  the  prefi- 
dence  of  the  governor  it  has  fix  afieflbrs,  of 
whom  two  are  from  the  ftatute-court  (of  nobles), 
two  from  the  government-magiftracy  (of  the 
burgher  clafs),  and  two  from  the  court  of  f  wards, 
if  there  be  one.  —  It  receives  no  orders  but  from 
the  fovereign  and  the  fenate. 

5.  The  statute-law  court,  is,  as  it  were, 
the  middle  court  between  the  inferior  boards  of 

*  His  authority  however  does  not  extend  over  fuch  fchools 
fts  are  chartered,  or  committed  to  a  particular  direction  by  the 
imperial  command. 

f  There  the  afieflbrs  are  taken  from  the  yeomanry  or  coun- 
tryfolk, or  at  leaft  aft  in  their  ftead. 

VOL.  II.  D  D  all 
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alt  the  circles,  and  the  court  of  judicature  *  <  It 
is  compofed  of  two  prefidents  and  ten  affelfors, 
all  taken  from  the  nobility.  Hither  come  the 
appeals  from  the  circle-courts,  the  office  of  no- 
ble-warctthip%  and  the  inferior  courts  of  ftatute- 
law.  It  tries  both  criminal  and  civil  caufes  in  the 
firft  in  ft  an  ce:  fending  the  former  dirc&  to  the 
court  of  juftice,  the  latter  coming  before  it  only 
by  appeal 

6.  The  court  op  conscience,  or  &e  court 
of  equity,  is  a  board  which  is  not  found  in  other 
countries.  It  takes  care  that  perfora  eotetnitted 
to  prifon  fhall  hot  remain  there  without  being 
brought  to  trial;  ftrives  to  bring  difputents,  if 
they  requeft  it,  to  agree  by  fecrommcri&tkm ; 
determines  all  caufes  relating  to  minors,  lunatics, 
idiots,  &c.  —  It  is  independent  On  ail  the  tribu- 
nals of  the  government  Here  are  one  president, 
two  affeffors  from  the  nobility  for  caufes  between 
nobles,  two  of  the  burgher  clafi  for  controverfies 
between  people  of  that  ftation,  aad  two  from  the 
ftatute-law  court,   or  from  the  countryfolk,  for 

*  Some  caufes,  for  infiance  thofe  relating  to  privileges  and 
teftamentary  matters,  alfo  in  a&ions  of  trefpaft  conoeroiag'no- 
blemen,  are  commenced  here  as  in  the  firft  inftance;  hot  i» 
regard  to  circle-courts  and  nObte  wardfhipt,  h  is  the  iecond  ; 
and  in  relation  to  judgments  decreed  in  the  inferior  ftatnte-law 
coum,  even  the  third  imforee, 

dilutes 
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dilutes  among  them.  Thefe  qffdjToxs  are  chofen 
every  three  years  from  their  equals*. 

7.    The    MAGISTRACY    OF    THE    GOVERNMENT, 

is  the  fuperior  court  of  the  magiftrates  of  all  the 
towns  in  the  government  It  confifts  of  tvo 
prefidents  and  fix  afieffors.  The  latter  are  ele&ed 
by  ballot  from  the  merchants  and  burghers  of  the 
government-town  every  three  years. 

8.  The  superior  court  of  wards,  is  the 
higher  court  for  all  the  inferior  courts  of  that 
deicription  belonging  to  the  government  in  cri- 
jpinal  and  civil  caufes  of  the  odnodvortzi  and  the 
various  boors  belonging  to  the  crown  and  to  the 
empire.  It  has  two  prefidents  and  ten  affeffois ; 
the  letter  being  eleded  from  the  people  belonging 
to  the  juriftli&ipn  of  this  board,  or  from  othef 
claffes, 

* 

•  Concerning  elections  it  is  in  general  to  be  remarked : 
t.  that  they  are  performed  by  the  whole  body  of  burghers  in 
each  town ;  whereas,  2.  the  nobility  always  afiemblc  for  this 
purpofe  in  the  government-town,  betaufe  they  elo&  not  only 
•he  judges  for  their  aide,  but  all*  many  9f  Jte  members  (qr 
the  fuperk>r-coi»ts ;  in  the  Utter  a|l  the  nobles  of  the  whole 
vitereyalty  take  pvt.  3.  All  elections  (only  not  universally 
among  the  countryfolk)  are  done  by  ballot  in  pre  fence  of  an 
infpedor.  4.  Thte  number  of  affinnative-fufrrages  are  entered 
in  a  book;  if  afterwards  a  member  goes  off  by  deaih>  &c« 
whoever  ha<Ul)t  ioe*t  greater  number  of  votes  takes  his  place. 
5.  The  clears  may  either  agree  upon  certain  perfons  to  be 
propofed  to  their  choice*  or  ballot  for  each  perfon  capable  of 
beiqg  clf&ed :  the  latter  jaethod  takes  up  a  deal  of  time. 

v  d  2  Where 
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Where  the  extent  of  the  government  requires 
it,  there  may  be  more  than  one  fuperior  ftatute- 

* 

law  court,  government-magiftracy,  and  fuperior 
court  of  wards.  Each  of  thefe  three  fuperior 
courts  has,  like  the  court  of  judicature,  two  de- 
partments, one  for  penal,  the  other  for  civil 
caufcs  #,  each  has  alfo  its  own  procureur  and  two 
folicitors,  one  attending  to  the  fuits  of  the  crown, 
and  the  other  to  penal  caufes. 

Befides  thefe  courts  various  individuals  are  ap- 
pointed, namely,  1.  The  government-procureur, 
whofe  duty  it  is  to  be  watchful  over  the  obferv- 
ancc  of  the  ordinances,  to  indifl  the  negligent,  to 
vifit  the  prifons,  &c.  2.  Two  governmcnt-folici* 
tors,  one  for  matters  belonging  to  the  crown,  the 
other  for  penal  caufes.  They  are  appointed  as 
afliftants  to  the  government-procureur.  3.  The 
government-marfhal,  is  in  a  manner  the  head  of 
the  nobility,  and  is  ele&ed  every  three  years  hy 
his  peers,  who  may  affociate  with  him  circle-depu- 
ties. He  ferves  without  pay ;  in  fubordinatiou  to 
him  on  certain  occafions  are  the  circle-marfliak 
4.  The  government-land-furveyor,  &c. 

In  every  circle  are  fometimes  three,  fometime* 
four  boards  of  judicature,  with  their  neceflkry 
chancery-offices,  namely : 

1.  A  circle-court  for  penal  and  civil  caufes-, 
confiding  of  the  circle-judge  and  two  afTeffors,  all 

*  When  one  department  has  little  bofinefs,  and  the  other 
much  ;  the  former  is  obliged  to  afltft  the  latter. 

of 
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of  the  nobility.  It  fometimes  reprefents  a  fupe- 
rior  court,  as  appeals  may  be  brought  hither  from 
the  fentence  of  the  inferior  ftatute-law  court 

2.  A  noble  oephan-court  or  office  of  ward- 
jbip,  in  which  the  circle-marfhal  prefides,  with  the 
members  of  the  circle-court  as  affeffors. 

•     3.    An  INFERIOR  STATUTE-LAW  COURT,  which 

has  very  extenfive  affairs  to  manage,  efpecially  all 
matters  of  police  in  the  open  country ;  it  alfo  tries 
Criminal  caufes,  iffues  immifiions,  judgments,  ex- 
ecutions,. &te.  Here  fit  the  circle-governor  or 
judge  of  the  rules  of  court  (who  has  great  refpon- 
fibility  upon  him) ;  two  or  three  affeffors  of  the 
nobility ;  and  two  perfons  from  the  countryfolk 
pr  yeomanry  (in  caufes  which  relate  to  their  place 
pf  abode), 

4.  The  inferior  ward-court  for  odnod- 
vortzi,  crown-boors,  &c,  where  there  are  between 
ten  thoufand  and  thirty  thoufand  of  them  *.  In 
jt  are  feated  the  judge  of  the  court,  with  four  af- 
feffors from  the  country-folk  or  yeomanry  f,  or  in 
$heir  (lead  from  other  daffes, 

The 


•  Sometimes  therefore  two  or  three  circles  together  haye  one 
•f  thefe  courts  in  common, 

•f  In  the  ordinances,  indeed,  mention  is  made  of  eight  of 
thefe  afleflbrs,  but  two  of  them  belong  to  the  inferior  ftatute- 
law  court,  and  two  to  the  court  of  confcience.  —  This  wife  re- 
gulation of  making  judges  from  their  pares  may  afford  a  fuggef* 
Uoq  at  fome  future  period  to  fuch  beneficial  changes  as  England 

n  d  x  experienced 
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The  members  of  the  firft-named  threfe  court* 
(excepting  only  the  chancery-officers)  are  always 
chofen  from  the  ftobiHty  of  their  circle  at  fated 
periods  of  three  years  by  ballot,  a«d  theft  con- 
firmed by  the  governor  —  An  appellant  from  theft 
four  inftances  to  a  high*  iimft  make  a  deptifit  of 
twenty-five  rtibtes  fiiccumbftice-lttoney,  uftlefe  he 
can  prove  himfelf  a  pauper;  but  he  rteeiv£s  it 
back  as  foori  as  the  fuperi6r  judge  has  made  aay 
alteration  in  the  decree  of  the  Courts  below,  which 
is  the  cafe  even  with  the  higher  taftances. 

AHb  particalar  individuals  are  appointed  for 
every  circle:  1.  The  i^ctomptanti  who  receives 
and  keeps  account  of  the  taxes,  and  hkewHe  pays 
the  officers  their  felaries.  As  £6nfiderabte  furns 
of  money  lie  in  his  hands,  he  is  obliged  to  give 
good  fecurity.  2.  The  circle-lblicftor,  who  has 
an  eye  to  the  advantage  of  the  crown,  and  muft 
take  care  that  the  judgfe  as  well  as  others  do  tbehr 
duty.  3.  The  circle-phyfician,  the  furgeon,  two 
afliftant-furgeons,  and  two  pupils  m  *furgery. 
4.  The  circle-land  furveyor. 

The  towns,  likewife,  in  confequence  of  this  in- 


experienced feveral  centuries  ago,  when  the  commons  began  tot 
feel  their  confequence ;  the  yeomanry  in  Ruifia  are  already  fen- 
iible  that  they  are  not  (o  flighted  as  formerly. 

.  *  The  ptipils,  who  likewife  receive  a  fomll  pay,  are  brought 
up  to  be  forgeons*  of  which  there  was  formerly  often  a  great 
want,  in  the  country* 

flitution 
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fttation  of  viceroyalties,  as  alfo  by  fubfequent 
regulations,  and  by  the  new  police,  have  afiumed 
a  quite  different  form.  This  will  make  the  fub- 
je&  of  the  following  fe&ion.  —  Two  particulars, 
however,  feem  to  demand  fome  previous  obferv- 
atkm. 

Each  viceroyalty  has  its  peculiar  uniform, 
which  perfons  holding  any  civil  office,  efpecially 
when  ki  the  difcharge  of  then*  functions,  are  ob- 
liged to  wear # :  other  perfons  of  condition  too 
are  allowed  to  ufe  them,  as  they  were  generally 
recommended  by  Catharine  II.  in  the  view  of 
giving  a  check  to  luxury  in  drefk 

The  punifhments  ufual  in  Rufiia,  with  the  al- 
terations and  modifications  they  have  latterly 
undergone,  require  no  farther  notice  here,  as  they 
are  mentioned  .by  jnfft  travellers,  than  juft  to 
obferve,  that  inftead  of  the  violent  and  cruel 
methods  formerly  in  pr*6Uce,  which  withal  pro- 
duced  no  good,  much  gentler  are  adopted  with 
fer  greater  £fie&     Every  fpecies  of  torture  f,  as 

*  Out  of  the  fervice  every  one  is  at  liberty  to  drefs  as  he 
pleafes.  —  To  defcribe  the  uniforms  here  would  be  fnperfluous, 
as  they  do  not  enter  into  the  plan  of  the  woik,  and  as  they  art 
to  be  found  in  captain  Plefchcytf's  fuTvey  of  the  ruffian  empire, 
tvaoflated  by  the  r eve read  Mr.  James  Smirnove.     179a* 

f  Even  the  old  cuftomary  way  of  extorting  confefiion  from 
the  lower  clafs  of  people  by  the  fcourge  is  no  longer  allowed. 
The  watchful  judge  never  fails  to  exprefs  his  dUapprobation 
when  a  nobleman  caufee  his  v^flals  to  be  whipped  for  forcing 
out  the  truth.  Some  criminals  may  abufe  this  gentlenefs ;  but 
the  innocent  live  in  fecurity  by  it, 

d  v  4  well 
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well  as  confifcation  of  property,  are  entirely  abo- 
lifhed,  and  capital  punifhments  are  extremely  rare: 
Imprifonment  during  the  examination  muft  never 
lad  long :  therefore  all  the  prifons  have  their  in- 
fpeftors,  penal  caufes  their  particular  departments, 
and  the  criminal  proceedings  their  accurately  pre- 
ferred form.  If  the  latter  be  duly  obferved  by 
the  feveral  judges,  the  guiltlefe  have  certainly 
never  any  caufe  to  dread  their  being  left  to  laa- 
guiih  in  a  dungeon. 


SECTION   II. 

Municipal  Con/iltution. 

That  the  government  of  the  towns  acquired  an 
entirely  new  form  under  the  late  emprefs,  has  been 
occafionally  mentioned  before,  particularly  that 
each  viceroyalty  has  not  only  feveral  circle-towns, 
but  alfo  a  government-town  or  capital.  This 
holds  the  place  of  a  circle-town  for  the  circumja- 
cent diftrift,  and  at  the  fame  time  contains  as 
fuch  the  afore-named  inferior  courts.  Yet  thefe 
have  nothing  to  do  with  it  and  its  inhabitants, 
every  town  being  ruled  by  its  own  magiftracy. 

Where 
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Where  there  is  no  commandant,  there  a  fort  of 
mayor  *  is  appointed  to  officiate  in  his  ftead,  who  / 
prefides  over  the  police,  and  has  the  military- 
commando  of  the  circle  f  under  his  orders,  but 
has  no  juridical  fun&ion.  Commonly  the  build- 
ings and  magazines  belonging  to  the  crown  are 
confignecl  to  his  care. 

In  purfuance  of  the  inftruftion  for  the  govern- 
ment of  towns  and  the  furveying  of  lands,  every 
town,  befides  its  fcite  and  ground,  muft  poffefs  a 
freehold  territory  for  pafture  extending  two  verfts 
round  the  {own.  Many  of  the  old  towns,  as  well 
as  villages  raifed  into  towns,  had  fuch  already ; 
to  others  it  was  allotted  from  the  adjacent  crown 
lands,  or  procured  at  the  expence  of  the  crown 
from  private  owners  by  purchafe  and  indemnifi- 
cation. 

For  deciding  law-fuits  between  the  burghers 
every  town  has  its  town-house,  or  a  magiftrature 
confiding  of  two  burgher-mailers  and  four  coun- 
fellors.-  In  fmall  boroughs  they  are  only  half  as 
many ;  but  in  very  large  towns  more  J.     At  firft 

*  Gorodnitfchey, 

t  Each  government  and  circle-town  is  provided  with  a  num- 
ber of  foldiers,  not  belonging  to  the  army,  bnt  ufed  merely  for 
preferving  the  peace  in  the  neighbourhood,  for  guarding  pri- 
foners,  &c. 

t  Riga  and  Reval  afford  an  inftance  of  this,  where  even  the 
,magiftrate  is  paid  out  of  the  old  town-revenues.  The  magis- 
tracy of  Riga  is  divided  into  feveral  departments;  but  chefeare 
only  exceptions, 

they 
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they  vfere  paid  by  the  crown,  but  Catharine  II. 

refolved  that  the  magiftrates  fliotild  be  felaried 
bv  the  town  and  from  the  revenues  which  (be, 
when  there  were  notie,  ftrould  grant  it     There- 
fore in  many  towns  the  profit  aiifing  from  the 
public  h<rafts  is  appointed  to  that  purpofe;  to 
others  certain  mills,  ferries,  partakes,  &e.  and  even 
cftates  in  land,  when  they  were  deftitute  of  them 
before.     From  the  magiftrate  there  lies  an  appeal 
to  the  government  magiftrate,  as  a^as  {{en  in  the 
foregoing  fe&ion.  — The  election  of  the  magiftrate 
and  fome  other  magifterial  perfons  is  done  every 
three  years,  in  finall  towns  by  all  the  burghers,  in 
larger  only  by  certain  ckflfes  as  fettled  hi  th$  fta- 
tute ;  but  always  by  ballot 

The  captain  of  the  town  raditta,or  the  foreman  of 
the  burghers,  is  alfo  chofen  every  three  years  from 
that  body,  is  in  fome  fort  the  principal  perfon, 
but  ferves  his  office  without  pay,  di%atches  a 
great  deal  of  bufinefc,  and  is  f>refidentr  of  the 
town-orphan-court,  to  which  t*o  counfellors  and 
the  aldermen  belong.  From  this  orphan-court  an 
appeal  is  had  to  the  government-magiftrate. 

Larger  towns,  bcfides  their  magiftrate,  who  only 
takes  cognizance  of  law  affairs,  have  a  common* 
council  and  a  council  of  fix  voices.  The  com* 
mon  council  confifts  of  the  captain  of  the  town- 
militia,  and  the  voters  from  all  claUcs  of  the  inha- 
bitants, as  wc  fhall  fee  more  diftinfHy  prefently. 
F4ach  guild,  each  company,  each  nation  of  fo- 
reigners, 


«» 


MUNICIPAL  CONSTITUTION.  4[l 

ringners,  eadh  of  the  feten  divifions  of  the  faid 
burghers,  &c.  chufe  evety  third  year  a  i]>eaker  to 
be  Aieifcber  of  thfe  bortunoA-ceuiicil.  His  duty  it 
k  to  provide  for  evefy  thing  that  may  tend  to  the 
welfare  and  benefit  of  the  town,  to  preferve  peace, 
fecurity,  and  good  cofeduft  among  the  burghers; 
to>  provide  the  proctiritig  of  the  neceflaries  and 
con  vein chcifes  bjr  good  credit ;  to  keep  an  atten- 
tive eye  upon  thfe  augmentation  of  the  town-re- 
vchub,  &c.  —  The  six-vote  council  confifts  of 
the  foreman  of  the  burghers,  and  fix  members, 
whereof  one  is  feat  frtfw  each  qf  the  burghcr- 
claffes,  taken  from  the  common-council  Thfcfe 
have  thenars  of  the  town-revenues,  "provide  the 
necefiary  buildings  and  for  the  fupportof  the  pub- 
lic edifices,  as  aflfo  for  the  observance  of  good 
Qftltr,  (yet  without  being  a  court  of  police, )  like* 
wife  for  keeping  peace  and  harmony  in  the  guilds 
and  companies.  —  Thefe  two  councils,  who  per- 
form their  fusions  without  fee  or  reward,  may 
Jay  their  reqttefts  before  the  magiftrate. 

For  the  adjuftment  of  petty  dffputes,  concern* 
ing  debts,  &c  the  oral  c our*  is  ordained,  the 
members  Whereof  are  eie&ed  annually  from  the 
burghers  and  merchants.  —  But  to  the  police* 
Office,  entirely  new-modelled,  the  magiftracy  fop*- 
plies  in  {mall  towns  one,  and  in  larger  two  coim* 
fellors.  Among  them  are  the  following  officers 
elected  from  the  body  of  burghers  and  named  in 
the  police-regulations:    1.  The  prefident  of  the 

quarter, 
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quarter,  who  every  morning  mull  make  his  report 
to  the  police-office.     Each  divifion  contains  from 
two  hundred  to  feven  hundred  houfes.     3.  The 
quarter-infpe&or,  who  muft  give  informations  to 
the  prefident  of  their  quarter,  or  to  the  mayor  ; 
under  their  authority  are  the  nightly-watchmen,, 
chimney-fweepers,   &c.  of  the  quarter;  to  each 
quarter  belong  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  houfes* 
3.  The  quarter-lieutenant  is  an  afliftant  to  the  for- 
mer.     4.  The  brokers  of  the  divifion  and  the 
work-people  (which,   however,   do  not  exift  in 
fmali  towns).  — To  all  thefe  officers  no  falary  is 
allowed  by  the  crown. 

AH  burghers,  and  fuch  as  have  property  or  live 
in  the  town,  (even  perfons  of  quality  who  have 
their  own  houfe  there, )  are  divided,  by  means  of 
the  burgher-book  in  which  they  are  inferted  in 
alphabetical  order,  into  fix  clafies ;  which  are, 

1.  Proprietary  burghers,  or  inhabitants  *wha 
poffefe  an  immoveable  property  in  the  town. 
Thefe  are  at  liberty  to  fet  up  work-fliops,  manu- 
factories, &c.  Their  names  appear  again  com-» 
monly  in  one  of  the  following  clafies : 

2.  The  three  guilds,  in  which,  without  regard 
to  family,  defcent,  merchandife,  trade,  ecclefiafti- 
cal  connection,  or  the  like,  all  thofe  are  entered 
who  declare  themfelves  to  pofieis  a  certain  capi* 
tal :  no  judicial  inveftigation  has  any  thing  to  do 
with  thefe  ftatements ;  only  every  perfon  pays  on 
the  capital  he  has  ftated  himfelf  to  be  worth, 

and 
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&hd  according  to  which  credit  and  privileges 
are  granted  him,  his  annual  tax  on  capital.  —  Td 
the  firft  guild  belong  all  who  poflMs  a  capital  of 
ten  thoufand  to  twenty  thoufand  rubles.  Such  an 
one  may  carry  on  all  kinds  of  domeftic  and  fo-> 
reign  commerce,  be  a  fhip-owner,  drive  about  the 
town  hi  his  own  coach  with  a  pair  of  horfes,  and 
is  exempt  from  all  corporal  punifhments.  — To  th<2 . 
fecond  belongs  whoever  gives  in  a  capital  of  five 
thoufand  to  ten  thoufand  rubles.  He  may  cany 
on  all  kinds  of  inland  trade,  keep  veffels  for  the 
tranfport  of  his  goods  on  the  river,  drivfc  in  a  ca* 
la(h  with  a  pair  of  horfes,  and  is  free  from  corpo* 
rati  punifliment.  —  The  members  of  thefe  two  firft 
guilds  may  likeivife  fet  up  manufaftories,  work 
mines,  &c.  —  To  the  third  belong  all  who  declare 
themfelves  to  have  a  capital  of  one  thoufand  ta 
five  thoufand  rubles.  They  may  carry  on  a  retail 
trade  both  in  town  and  country,  keep  work-fhops, 
barks  on  the  rivers,  inns,  &c.  but  can  only  be 
drawn  in  fununer  and  winter  by  6ne  horfe,  though 
not  in  coaches  #.  —  He  whofe  capital  (in  which  it 
is  underftood  his  whole  means)  encreafes  or  dimi- 
niihes,  alfo  whoever  is  inclined  to  extend  or  to 
narrow  his  trade,  is  at  liberty  to  take  his  name  out 

*  This  is  apt  to  wound  the  pride  of  the  merchants*  wives  in 
fome  of  the  Baltic  towns ;  and  becaufe  it  is  not  exprefsly  de- 
dared  whether  the  guild  is  exempt  from  corporal  punifhments, 
many  a  merchant  rather  chufes  to  inferibe  himfelf  at  a  higher 
capital,  in  order  to  bring  himfelf  into  the  fecond  guild, 

of 
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of  his  prefent  guild  apc\  infcrjibp  it  in  another.  -^* 
He  who  returns,  birofclf  at  a  capital  of  ftve  hum- 
dr,ed  ruj)l?s,  belong?,  by  an  ukafe  of  March  %$% 
1775,  to  the  tbW  guild:  but  this  has  beep  al- 
tered by  the  municipal  regulation;  wvejrtjielefc 
fuch  an  one,  by  ukajfe  of  Ma*Qh  17,  1775,  way 
infcribe  hijnfelf  as  ipercfowt,  wi  cany  op  {pn& 
retail  trade  * :  in  many  towns  th^refo^e  %&  mer- 
chants ?re  ftiU  reckon  jto  b^opg  to  the  third 
guild. 

3.  The  company,  or  trades  (maftgs,  journey- 
men, an<J  apprentices).  For  th^ip  a  particular 
trade-rogulatiou  is  prtfcribed  t- 

4.  Foreigners  njid  iiw&tes  torn  Qthpj\tQwt& 
and  countries,  wbo  caufe  theuifehfq*  to  be  regis- 
tered qn  account  pf  their  bufiaffifep.  Wbpre  five 
hundred  of  thejp  are  in  ope  town,  thgy  hav$  ]ir 
berty  to  chopfc  from  their  owi*  body  9fi  WAPy  per* 
fons  to  (he  towq-magiftracy  a«s  there  are  ajre^dy 
ruffian  jnemfrer*  of  the  piagiftracy.  They  e»n  fet 
yp  trades  apd  m^iufa&ories,  ^nd  q\#t  tfoe  to^YA 
8t  their  opitpn, 

5.  Nojninal  burgfrera;  to  thefe  belong  thofe 
who  frvifrUxn  twice  fle&ed  tQ  a  wjpicipal  otfiqe, 

•  There  are  even  boors  who  take  all  kinds  of  petty  commo- 
dities of  the  merchants,  especially  pickles,  prefenrcsu  >n(l 
grocery,  and  go  felling  them  about  the  country. 

t  Forinexly  jjie  gern*an  tradefmen  in  Petersburg  and  Mofco* 
as  well  *s  tjje  rujfon,  W  no  bye-laws  Qr.  xjlles  fcf  trade :  every 
one  becanje  majlcr.  a*  fponas  he  could* 

5  and 


m**rict?At  CONSTITUTION.  4W 

ami  have  face  heaotturably  discharged  tjie  poft  qf 
a  buigher-maftsr  or  mayor;  men  of  teamed  pro- 
feflions  and  artifts  who  can  produce  academical 
teftimonials ;  bankers  who  inscribe  thenjftlve?  as 
having  a  capital  of  100,000  to  300,000  rubies; 
wholefale  dealers  who  keep  no  fhop ;  fliip-owner*. 
They  may  make  life  of  a  coach  in  town  with  two 
or  four  horfw  *,  have  pleafure-houfes  ami  gardens 
out  of  town,  pnfeft  fabrics,  nianufc&ories,  galteofe 
on  tht  rivers  and  lakes. 

6.  Settlers,  who  ^jain  a  livelihood  by  trades, 
and  are  cnregiftered  in  no  former  part  of  the 
burgher-took.  They  may  have  woiitfbop6,  ihops, 
wd  warehoufcs  |,  kaqp  inns  and  houfcs  of  enter- 
tainment, &c.  They  can  neither  go  about  in 
coaches  nor  with  two  horfe*.  What  might  be 
here  introduced  concerning  the  eligibility  to 
offices  in  perfons  of  the  fevcral  clafifes  Jiere  (pe- 
cified  would  lead  us  into  particulars  too  diffuje 
^br  our  pur  pofe.  —  One  ferthar  remark  teems 
neceffary,   that  noblemen  whole  names  ape  en- 

#  This  privilege  is  worthy  of  notice,  becaufe  a  nobleman, 
who  'has  never  ferved,  consequently  has  acquired  no  rank,  caa 
•nly  be  drawn  in  town  by  onehorfc,  as  ir  e*pre&y  Jaiddaiut 
in  the  equipage-ordinance  of  April  3, 1775. 

f  Even  YasTals  belonging  to  the  ciown  or  to  noWomen, 
tegiftered  in  the  villages  where  they  pay  their  jobrok  and  poll- 
tax,  may  dwell  in  the  town  as  fet tiers,  and  there  keep  fhop, 
or  follow  a  trade,  &c.  Formerly  in  the  Baltic  towns  boor* 
Were  entirely  flint  out' from  all  foch  means  of  gaining  a  decent 
livelihood. 

tiered 
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tered  in  the  burgher-book  may  cany  on  any  citrtf 
occupation  of  profit  in  the  town  confident  with 
their  ftation. 

By  the  police-regulation  every  houfe  and  other 
building  muft  be  numbered.  —  In  fome  few  places 
the  magiftrates  provide,  efpecially  in  large  towns, 
that  the  ftreets  be  lighted  at  night,  and  that  the 
houfes  be  fecured  from  fire.  —  In  the  new  circle- 
towns  the  court-houfes  built  at  the  crown's  ex»- 
pence,  are  all  of  brick.  But  the  town-houfe  muft 
be  conftrufted  and  maintained  at  tfce  charge  of 
the  town. 

Thus,  the  towns  of  Rtifiia*  which  formerly 
(with  the  exception  of  very  few,)  were  entirely 
deftitute  of  a  regular  government,  have  now  ob- 
tained a  conftitution  on  as  equitable  a  plan  as  the 
nature  of  circumftances  will  perhaps  allow.  From 
the  fhort  account  we  have  been  able  to  give,  it  is 
fufficiently  feen  how  earneftly  the  late  emprefe 
endeavoured  to  bring  the  towns  into  credit  and 
repute,  and  to  induce  natives  as  well  as  foreigners 
to  fettle  in  them.  To  expatiate  any  farther  on 
the  various  ukafes  and  regulations  flie  publi/hed 
in  this  view,  would  require  more  of  our  pages 
than  we  can  fpare. 

Though  the  number  of  governments  and  towns 
have  of  late  years  been  greatly  incrcafed,  yet  it  is 
not  to  be  imagined  that  they  now  lie  near  together, 
at  leaft  that  no  circle-town  is  at  any  great  diftance 
from  the  capital  of  its  government     This  can 

only 
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©iily  he  affirmed  of  feme  diftri&sj  bat  not  by  far 
of  all :  thus  Turukanfk  in  the  government  of 
Tobolsk  is  ftill  3305  verfts  diftant  from  its  govern* 
nient-town  :  and  Petropavlovfk  in  the  government 
of  Irku  t&,  even:  44>20  verfts. 

One  excellent  regulation  is,  that  magazines, 
with  ftore  of  proviiibns,  which  in  feafons  of 
fcareity  are  opened,  are  conftrufted  by  the  crown 
in  numbers  of  the  circle-towns.  Alfo  the  burg- 
jhers  and  country  people  are  much  benefited  by 
the  inftitution  of  annual  fkirs  and  weekly  markets 
in  all  the  towns.  Nor  ought  it  to  be  paffed  over 
without  a  tribute  of  praife,  that  at  prefeht  who- 
ever choofes  to  become  a  burgher  is  at  liberty  to 
do  fo  without  regard  to  any  difttn&ions  arifing 
from  birth  or  religious  perfuafion,  all  queftions 
concerning  thofe  particulars  being  ftri&ly  for- 
bidden *. 


*  ■  *  * 

Some  few  alterations  were  made  in  the  political 
geography  of  the  empire  under  the  prefent  em- 
peror Paul  Petrovitch,  in  December  179^,  and 
during  the  courfe  of  the  year  1797,  in  order  to 
Amplify  the  adminiftration.  The  namefnifcheftva, 
ftatthalterfchafts,  or  viceroyalties,  are  now  all  called 
governments,  gubcrniya,  and  each  government 

#  Hapcl,  vetfach  die  fbtatfmfkffung  dea  ruffifchen  reichs 
darzuftellen,  tom.i.  p.  17 J  k  fqq.  495. 

-    vol.  II.  &  fi  has 
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has  both  a  civil  and  a  military  governor,  grafch- 
danfki  i  voennoy  gubernator,  and  fome  other 
courts  are  introduced  into  the  governments  and 
the  circle-towns,  by  which  the  expepces  of  the 
adminiilration  and  the  governor  and  his  retinue 
are  confidently  leffened.  The  governments  of 
Vyborg,  Reval,  Riga,  and  tliofe  of  Little-Ruflia 
are  reftored,  more  or  lefs,  to  their  old  form  of 
government  as  it  was  before  the  eredion  pf  the 
viceroyalties,  and  fome  of  them  have  likewile 
recovered  their  former  names. 

The  abolition  of  fome  of  the  viceroyalties  has 
followed  in  confequence  of  their  being  joined  to 
others,  or  divided  into  fc\^ral  circles  and  incor- 
porated with  them ;  and  in  like  manner  the  num- 
ber of  the  circles  in  feveral  governments  is  much 
•diminifhed  by  theif  conjunction  with  others* 
When  thefe  circles,  ujefdi,  coincide  with  a  newly 
raifed  circle-town,  then  the  towns,  boroughs,  flo- 
bodes,  church-villages  either  return  to  their  former 
ftate,  or  become  fubordinate  to  the  circle-town, 
retaining  their  municipal  privileges1  and  trade. 

In  making  thefe  changes,  all  of  trifling  confe- 
quence, the  government-conftitution  of  1 775  was 
continued  as  the  bafis. 


J 


VIEW 


OF   tHE 


RUSSIAN    EMPIRE. 


BOOK    X. 


SOCIAL   STATE   OF  THE    ItfHAfelTAKTS. 


Productive  Induftry. 

1  HE  fbciat  activity  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ruffian  empire,  prefents  a  very  entertaining  fubjeft 
to  our  obfervatiofc.  The  prodigious  expanfe  of 
the  countty,  and  the  diverfity  of  its  climate  and 
Jirodufb,  occafioii  fuch  a  variety  in  the  way  of 
life  and  the  means  of  fhpport  among  the  people,1 
that  we .  can  difcover  in  their  occupations  and 
purfuits  every  gradation  of  rude  and  refined  in- 
duftry. According  as  the  wants  and  the  civiliza- 
tion of  the  tribes  are  modified,  they  either  remain 
content  with  fuch  parfimbnious  exertions  as  juft 
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fuffice  to  the  Ample  fupply  of  the  moft  urgent 
wants  of  nature,  or  they  unfold  their  powers  to  an 
elevated  and  dignified  a&ivity,  which  procures 
%thera  new  artificial  wants,  in  order  to  multiply  the 
obje&s  and  the  fpecies  of  enjoyment  Again  we 
find  in  Ruffia  not  only  particular  ranks  and  races 
devoting  themfelves  exclufively  to  this  or  the . 
other  branch  of  induftry,  but  whole  nations  prin- 
cipally or  folely  gaining  their  livelihood  either  by 
the  chace,  or  the  breeding  of  cattle,  or  the  fifhery, 
or  laftly  by  the  arts  of  agriculture.  This  lingular 
country,  in  which  the  occupations  of  mankind  are 
compounded  into  their  civil  and  moral conftitution, 
is  a  phenomenon  the  more  interefting,  as  every 
veftige  of  this  original  ftate  of  all  nations  is  in 
moft  countries  effaced  by  civilization. 

The  feveral  modifications  of  focial  induftry  are 
reducible  to  three  leading  branches,  one  having 
for  its  obje6l  the  obtaining,  the  fecond  the  im- 
provement, and  the  third  the  barter,  of  natural 
produ&s.  Among  the  employments  of  procuring 
or  obtaining  induftry  are  the  chace,  the  fifhery, 
the  graziers  bufinefs ;  agriculture^  the  culture  of 
gardens,  vineyards,  and  forefts,  the  management 
of  bees,  the  care  of  %  the  filk-worm;  the  working 
©f  mines,  and  the  tending  of  falt-works.  We  will 
take^.  this  natural^  divifion  for  our  guide  in  re- 
prefenting  jthe  focial  a&ivity  of  the  inhabitants 
of _  the  ruffian  empire,  and  endeavour  briefly  to 
tlejjne&te  each  of  thefc  obje&s  according  to  the 
•'..-.       4-  order 
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order  we  have,   not  altogether  'arbitrarily,  ju& 
enumerated*. 


SECTION   I. 
.     The  Chace. 

Hunting  was  everywhere  the  firft  occupation  of 
man.  Impelled  by  hunger,  and  incited  to  refift- 
ance  by  the  attacks  of  lavage  animals,  his  firft 

•  The  two  authors  who  have  treated  fyftcmatkally  the 
fia tidies  of  the  ruffian  empire,  Hermann  and  Hopel,  are  all 
along  confiilted  in  this  and  feveral  of  the  following  fefttons ; 
but  as  the  {dan  of  thofe  performances  differs  eflentially  from 

•that  here  purfued,  our  materials  are  chiefly  drawn  from  th? 

.  very  fburces ;  that  is,  fele&ed  from  travels  and  topographies* 
the  authorities  for  which  we  think  ourfelves  the  more  bound  to 
produce,  as  many  of  the  accounts  which  will  appear  in  this 
divifion  of  our  work  will  fland  in  need  of  fubftantial  vouchers 
Jbr  laying  claim  to  the  conviction  or  belief  of  the  readex. 
Betides,  as  it  is  not  the  intention  here  to  confine  ourfelves  to 
the  political  and  ceconomical,  but  to  give  the  facial  and  moral 
delineation  of  the  ruffian  empire  and  its  inhabitants,  it  hasJbeen 
thought  neceflary  to  admit  into  the  plan  not  only  the  objedb 
and  the  amount  of  their  induftry,  bat  alto  their  modification!, 
and  the  manner  in  which  the  people  sire  employed  a  theai, 
becaufe  by  this  means  we  fhall  have  opportunity  fb^ias/%- 
ducing  feveral  rafts  as  we  proceed,  which  wiH  offer  thenj.- 
felves  to  ns  as  moral  characleriHics.  See  Storch's  hifforifcJi. 
ftatiftifches  gemslde  des  ruffifchen  reichs,  &c.  torn.  fi.. 
P*  565.  : 

£  £  3  bufineis 
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bufinefi  was  to  ftruggle  with  them  for  the  fuppoit 
of  his  life.  In  moft  of  the  countries  in  our  part 
of  the  globe  the  chace  has  loft  this  charader:  it 
is  now,  neither  from  want  nor  fear,  a  bufinefs  of 
neceffity;  and  even  the  employment,  which  in 
the  earlier  ftages  of  the  european  nations  was  a 
toilfome  and  dangerous  purfuit,  is  become  an 
object  of  diverfion  .and  pleafure.  But  in  Ruffia 
are  ftill  numerous  tribes,  who,  in  regard  to  their 
phyfical  wants,  are  entirely  or  principally  addi&ed 
to  the  chace,  and  are  obliged  to  contend  for  their 
exiftence  with  the  lavage  inhabitants  of  their 
deferts.  Confidered  in  this  point  of  view,  the 
chace  is  already  a  bufinefe  of  very  great  confe- 
quence  to  the  ruffian  empire :  but  if  we  look  to 
the  quantity  and  the  value  of  the  produ&s  that 
are  obtained  by  this  purfuit,  not  only  to  the  home 
confumption,  but  likewife  to  its  commerce  with 
foreign  nations,  it  acquires  one  political  import- 
ance more,  which  impofes  on  us  the  neceffityo  f 
becoming  fomewhat  more  accurately  acquainted 
with  the  manner  in  which  it  is  condu&ed,  and 
the  obje6ts  to  which  it  extends. 

Hitherto  the  chace  in  the  whole  circuit  of  the 
empire  has  beep  generally  free :  on  eftates,  indeed, 
it  is  a  right  belonging  to  the  owner ;  but  almoft 
every  freeholder  allows  his  boors  to  hunt,  and  in 
jhany  diftri&s  even  encourages  them  to  exterminate 
the  noxious  animals.  Even  in  Livonia,  -where 
the  proprietors  of  eftates  are  Germans,  and  where 

the 
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the-  game1  begins  to  grow  fcarce,  it  is  never  taken 
amils  when  a  fportfman  with  his  friends,  attend* 
ants,  and  hounds,  traverfes  domains  without  firfl 
obtaining  permiffion  of  the  owner.  Some  few 
landlords  forbid. their  boors  to  cany  a  gun ;.  but 
this  prohibition  only  produces  a  quite  contrary- 
effeft,  and  the  mifchief  clandeftinely  done  is  fo 
much  the  greater*.  In  Siberia  the  chace  is  con4: 
fined  to  fuch  beads  as  have  valuable  ikins,  and  in 
purfuance  of  fupreme  command  to  thofe  nations 
who  deliver  their  tribute  in  furs,  and  make  hunt-; 
ing  their,  chief  employment ;  but  here  alfo  the 
ruffian  boor  never  fails  to  devote  -to  the  ckace  the; 
idle,  days  of  winter.  He  either  follows  this  trade 
as  a  poacher,  or  procures  a  ticket  of  licence  from 
the  magiftrate,  or '  from  the  heads  of  the  fiberian 
ftems,  by  which  he  may  hunt  in  fafety  for  the 
feafon.  In  the  former  cafe  he  not  unfrequentiy 
nins  the  hazard  of  being  caught  by  the  injured 
proprietor  of  the  game,  and  chaftifed  on  the  fpot, 
or  given  up  to  the  magiftrate  f.  —  No  game-laws 
have  ever  as  yet  been  enafted,  though  the  in- 
creafing  fcarcity  of  feveral  of  the  choiceft  animals 
feems  daily  to  call  for  fome  prudent  reftri&ions, 
to  prevent  the  failure  of  fo  abundant  a  fource  of 
national  riches. 

*    Hupel's  topographifche  nachrichten    von    Liefland  und 
Efthland,  torn.  ii.  p.  430. 

f  Pallas,  travel  through  various  provinces'  of  the  mfliak 
empire,  torn.  iii.  p.  10.  ;*  ' 
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The  wild  animals  which  are  purfued  for  the 
fake  of  their  fkins  are  found  in  the  greateft  plenty 
in  the  moft  northern  and  eafteni  parts  of  Ruffia, 
principally  on  the  iflands  between  Kamtfliatka 
tod  America,  the  difcovery  whereof  is  become  of 
vaft  importance  to  the  fur-trade.     Next  to  thefe  / 

the  governments  of  Tobolfk,  Peraie,  Ufa,  Viatka,  \ 

Archangel,   Olonetz,   Vologda,  and  fome  others, 
are  moft  abundant  in  beads  of  the  chace. 

But  precisely  where  the  chace  is  the  moft  lucra- 
tive there  it  is  a  very  difficult,  toitforae,  and  peril- 
ous bufinefe;  accordingly  it  is  made  a  principal 
employment  only  by  the  moft  uncultivated  nations, 
as,  the  Oftiaks,  Samoycdes,   Vogules,  Tungufes, 
Tfchuktfches,  Kamtfhadales,  Yakutes,  the  eaftern- 
iflanders,  and  the  dajorky  of  the  fiberian  Tartars. 
With  feveral  of  thefe  nations  the  chace  is  the  ible  < 
means  of  profit  by  which  they  are  enabled -to  pro* 
cure  food,   clothes,    and  other  neceffaries;  and 
thefe  pay  their  taxes  to  government,   or  their 
tribute,  in  furs.     In  defiance  of  all  the  hardfliips 
attending  the  chace  of  large  beafts  of  prey  in  the 
monftrous  forefts  and  wildernefies  of  the  ar&ic 
region,   this  trttde  is  not  only  the  principal  but 
alftr  the  favourite  employment  of  moft  of  its  in- 
habitants.    It  is  by  no  means  unufual  fbr  fingie 
hunters  of  thefe  favage  tribes  to  engage  in  duels 
vith  bears,   wolves,   and  other  ferocious  animals, 
in  which  tjiey  are  fo  fure  of  their  artifice  or  their 
aim,  that  they  feldom  or  never  fc$  in  the  combat 
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Some  nations,  aa  tslie  Oftiaks  of  the  Oby,  never 
go  to  the  chace  but  in  frnaD  companies,  when  they 
beat  about  the  forefts  for  four  or  fix  weeks  to- 
gether in  queft  of  prey,  taking  with  them  no  other 
provifions  than  frozen  fi£h  in  little  hand-fledges. 
Whereas  the  Tungufes  and  others  roam  lingly 
about  their  wilds  which  are  covered  with  moun- 
tains, fragments  of  rocks,  and  large  rivers,  and 
where  they  often  fall  a  facrifice  to  their  fondnefc  • 
for  this  fport  When  one  of  thefe  hunters  has 
the  misfortune  to  break  an  arm  or  a  leg,  or  to  be 
wedged  between  two  pieces  of  rock,  in  this  help* 
lefs  fituation  he  muft  either  perifh  with  hunger  or 
die  of  his  wounds,  or  fall  a  prey  to  fame  favage 
beaft. 

The  objects  of  the  chace  are  fo  many  and 
various,  that  a  complete  enumeration  of  them 
would  be  difficult  and  unentertaining.  Without 
therefore  confining  ourfelves  to  a  fyilematical 
detail,  which  might  prove  tedious  and  dry  to  moft 
of  our  readers,  we  will  only  dwell  upon  the  prin- 
cipal fpecies  of  animals  which  are  procured  by  the 
chace  from  the  great  ftores  of  nature,,  for  thp 
purpofes  of  confumption  and  trade :  on  thb  oo- 
cafion  never  lofing  fight  of  the  noblcft  obje6fc  of 
our  obfervation,  man.  The  various  modifications 
of  his  a£Hvity  and  induftry  will  afford  beautiful 
and  rich  materials  for  the  philofophic  mind ;  antf 
where  thefe  may  occafionally  prefervc  too  great 
an    uniformity,    difperfed    obfervation  *   on    the 

nature 
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other  parts,  where  thefe  animals  are  rare,  the  con- 
trivances to  take  them  are  more  artificial.     Of 
tibia  kind  is  the  fable-trap  of  the  Vogules,  which 
is  ufed  in  feveral  parts  of  Siberia.     A  place  is 
fought  out  where  two  young  trees  (land  not  far. 
afunder,  which  are  immediately  dripped  of  their 
branches  about  the  bottom.     At  one  of  thefe  trees 
a  poft  is  ftuck  in  the  ground,  and  on  it  is  placed 
a  beam  horizontally,  fattened  in  fuch  manner  to 
both  trees  that  one  end  of  it  lies  between  the  poft 
and  the  tree.     Over  this  beam  another  is  laid,  as 
a  trap-fell,  at  the  end  whereof  a  thin  fupport  is 
put,  which,  when  the  trap-fall  is  up,  Hands  over 
the  notched  end  of  the  poft ;  at  the  extremity  of 
the  fupport  is  a  mat-firing,  and  another  at  thfc 
lower  tranfverfe  beam  tied  very  fhort     Both  are 
brought  together,  and  a  bit  of  flick  put  through 
them,  having  at  its  longer  extremity  a  piece  of 
flefh  or  wild  fowl  attached,  which  by  its  prepon- 
derance keeps  the  flick  down  and  thus  holds  the 
two  firings  together.     The  fable  creeps  cautioufly 
along  the  lower  beam  till  he  can  reach  the  bait 
and  pull  it  to  him  :  this  lets  go  the  flick  to  which 
the  bait  is  tied  and  by  which  the  firings  were  held 
together ;  the  flay  lofes  its  hold,  and  confequently 
the  upper  beam  falls  upon  the  fhoulders  of  the 
animal  and  holds  him  faft  —  With  the  fame  kind 
of  trap  martens  and  other  little  beafts  are  killed*. 

*  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  ii.  p.  227. 
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As  the  fable  for  a  long  time  pall  is  become  gra- 

» 

dually  more  fcarce,  the  crown  alfo  accepts  of  the 
ikiqs  of  foxes,  martens,  fquirrels,  and  fiih-otters, 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Siberia,  inftead  of  the 
fable..  The,  price  of  the  fable  fur  is  generally  va- 
rious ;  there  'are  firing  which  on  the  fpot  in  Sibe- 
ria fetch  fifty  rubles  and  more.  .  The  greateft  ad* 
mirers  of  this  beautiful  and  delicate  fur  are  the 
Chinefe,  the  Perfians,  and  the  Turks :  it  is  af- 
firmed that  more  fahle-fkins  are  nowhere  ufed  than 
at  Conftantinople. 

The  fox  makes  alfo  a  confiderable  article  of 
trade,  of  which  in  Ruffia  there  are  four  diftindt 
fpecies :  the  common,  among  which  are  the  red, 
the  forrel,  the  black-ftriped,  (called  the  crofs-fbx,) 
and  the  entirely  white,  which  are  the  rareft  and 
deareft ;  the  karagane,  of  a  grey  colour,  the  fteppe- 
fox,  and  the  rock  or  ice-fox.  The  latter,  which 
%  are  moftly  white,  but  fometimes  of  a  Hueiih  co- 
lour, chiefly  inhabit  the  iflands  on  the  coafts  of 
the  Frozen-ocean,  Kamtihatka,  and  the  ruffian 
Archipelago.  The  black  foxes,  which  at  prefent 
fetch  mod  money  in  commerce,  are  only  found  in 
eaftern  Siberia. 

Hie  ordinary  method  of  catching  thefe  ajiimak 
is  by  traps  fet  for  them ;  but  the  inhabitants  of 
Kamtihatka  mod  commonly  make  ufe  of  an  in- 
genious invention  for  that  purpofe.  They  lay 
feveral  fnares  of  whalebone,  which  are  fattened 
like  hoops  to  a  board,  within  a  circle  in  the  fnow; 

placing 
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placing  in  die  middle  of  this  circle  a  mew  or 
gull  as* bait  Ai  foon  as  the  fox  jumps  into  the 
circle  to  fcize  his  prey,  the  hunter,  who  links  in  a, 
pit,  draws  the  hoop  together  faymeaes  of  a  firing; 
which  catches  the  fox  either  by  the  body  or  the 
foot;  and  holds  him  tiS  the  hunter  knocks  him 
down  with  a  flick.  In  Siberia  it  is  very  ufaal  to 
make  the  fox  fhoot  himielf  dead,  by  fastening  a 
gently  drawn  bow  with  its  arrow  upon  it  to  a  poft 
fixed  in  the  ground :  acrofe  the  path  or  track  a. 
line  is  laid,  in  fuch  a  manner  conne&ed  with  the 
bow,  that  it  is  immediately  difcharged  as  the  fox 
touches  the  firing  in  running.  The  arrow  gene- 
rally pierces  the  heart  of  the  animal,  and  conse- 
quently kills  it  on  the  fpot :  to  this  end  the  hunter 
has  a  rule  to  determine  the  height  at  which  the 
bow  muft  be  placed  *. 

E^ftern  Siberia,  and  particularly  Kamchatka, 
abound  moil  in  beautiful  foxes :  they  were  here 
in  fuch  great  numbers  about  the  middle  of  the 
eighteenth  century,  that  the  fineft  fire-red  fox  (kins 
were  never  fold  higher  on  the  fpot  than  at  one 
hundred  and  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  eighty 
kopeeks.  The  black  foxes  are  in  general  not  (b 
very  plenty;  their  value  in  commerce  is  fuch, 
that  fometimes  even  a  Angle  fkm  cannot  be  had 
for  left  than  one  hundred  or  five  hundred,  and  at 

#  Rjiffia :  or  a  complete  hiflorical  account  of  all  the  nation? 
which  compofe  that  empire,  vol.  L  p.  181. 

times 


times  even  for  a  thoufand  rubles.  Thefe  animals 
are  naturally  the  choiceft  objeft  of  the  chac6 
among  all  the  eaftern  fiberian  nations,  as  one  fkin 
not  unfrequently  defrays  the  tribute  of  a  whole 
village.  The  care,  therefore,  with  which  they 
keep  the  young  foxes  they  take  is  fo  great  that 
the  oftiak  women  nourifti  them  at  their  breafts. 
In  fummer  when  they  find  young  foxes  of  this 
fort,  they  at  firft  feed  them,  but  fhortly  before 
they  kill  them  they  break  one  of  their  fegs  that 
they  may  eat  lefs,  as  lean  foxes  have  better  *  /kins. 
—  The  true  native  country  of  the  rock  or  ice-fox 
are  the  iilahds  of  the  frozen-ocean  and  the  Eaft- 
ern-ocean,  where  thev  are  found  in  incredible 
numbers.  The  defcription  which  Steller  gives  of 
this  curious  and  fly  animal  is  fo  entertaining,  that 
it  may  be  read  with  pleafure  even  more  than  once. 
During  my  unfortunate  abode, "  fays  he,  "  on 
Behring's  Ifland,  I  had  opportunities  more  than 
enough  for  ftudying  the  nature  of  this  animal, 
far  excelling  the  common  fox  in  impudence; 
1  c  cunning,  and  roguery.  The  narrative  of  the 
innumerable  tricks  they  played  us  might  eafily 
vie  with  Albertus  Julius's  hiftory  of  the  apes 
on  the  ifland  of  Saxenburg.  Th6y  forced 
themfclves  into  our  habitations  by  night  as 
well  as  day,  ftealing  all  that  they  could  cany 
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*  Raffia:  or  a  complete  hiftorical  account  of  all  the  nations 
whkh  cbmpofe  tbat  empire,  vol,  i.  p,  1-81.  • 
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*'  off;  even  things  that  were  of  no  ufe  to  them, 
'.'  as,  knives,  (ticks,  our  cloaths,  &c.  They  were 
"  fo  inconceivably  ingenious  as  to  roll  down  our 
"  calks  of  provifions  Several  poods  in  weight,  and 
"  then  fieal  the  moat  out  of  them  fo  ably,  that  at 
**  firft  we  could  not  bring  ourfelves  to  afcribe  the 
theft  to  them.  As  we  were  ft  ripping  an  animal 
of  his  ikin,  it  often  happened  that  we  could  not 
"  avoid  {tabbing  two  or  three  foxes,  from  their 
"  rapacity  in  tearing  the  flefli  out  of  our  hands. 
"  If  we  buried  it  ever  fo  carefully,  and  added 
41  ftones  to  the  weight  of  earth  that  was  upon 
"it;  they  not  only  found  it  out,  but  fhoved 
away  the  ftones,  as  men  would  have  done,  with 
their  ihouldera,  and  lying  under  them  helped 
"  one  another  with  all  their  might  If;  thinking 
to  fecure  it,  we  put  any  on  the  top  *  of  a  high 
pdft  in  the  air,  they  grubbed  up  the  earth  at 
"  the  bottom,  fo  that  the  poft  and  all  came 
f  tumbling  down,  or  one  of  them  clambered  up 
fg  and  threw  down  what  was  upon  it  with,  mere- 
4i  diWe  artifice  and  dexterity.  They  watched  all 
our  motions,  and  accompanied  us  in  whatever 
we  were  about  to  do.  If  the  fe&  threw  up  an 
*'  animal  of  any  kind  they  devoured  it,  ere  a  man 
%i  of  us  could  come  up ;  to  our  great  difadvan- 
4i  tage:  and,  if  they  could  not  confume  it  all  at 
once,  they  trailed  it  away  in  portions  to  the 
mountains,  where  they  buried  it  under  ftones 
u  before  our  eyes ;  running  to  and  fro  as  long  as 
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any  thing  remained  to  bfe  conveyed  away. 
While  this  was  doing,  others  flood  upon  guard 
and  watched  us.  If  they  faw  any  one  coming 
at  a  diftance,  the  whole  trodp  combined  at  once 
and  began  digging  all  together  in  the  fand,  till 
they  had  fo  fairly  put  a  beaver  or  a  fea-bear 
under  the  furface,  that  not  a  trace  of  it  was  to 
be  feen.  In  the  night-time,  when  we  flept  in 
the  field,  they  came  and  pulled  off  our  night- 
caps and  ftole  our  gloves  from  under  our  heads, 
with  the  beaver  coverings  and  the  {kins  that  we 
lay  upon.  la  confequence  of  this  we  always 
flept  with  clubs  in  our  hands,  that  if  they 
fhould  wake  us  we  might  drive  them  away  or 
knock  them  down. 

» 

"  When  we  made  a  halt  to  reft  by  the  way, 
they  gathered  around  us  and  played  a  thoufand 
tricks  in  our  view,  and  when  we  fat  ftill,  they 
approached  us  fo  near  that  they  gnawed  the 
thongs  of  our  fhoes.  If  we  laid  down,  as  if 
intending  to  deep,  they  came  and  finelled  at 
our  nofes  to  try  whether  we  were  dead  or  alive; 
if  we  held  our  breath,  they  gave  fuch  a  tug  to 
the  nofe  as  if  they  would  bite  it  off.  On  our 
firft  arrival  they  bit  off  the  nofes,  the  fingers, 
and  toes  of  our  dead,  while  we  were  preparing 
the  grave,  and  thronged  in  fuch  manner  about 
the  infirm  and  the  fick,  that  it  was  with  diffi- 
culty we  could  keep  them  off.  Every  morning 
we  faw  thefe  audacious  animals  patrolling  about 
vol.  ii.  f  f  "  among 
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'<  ***>ng  tfee  ftarliens  and  ftftftaw  lying  on  the 
{hratid,  faiejliflg  a*  fitch  *»  «r?re  afteep,  to  dif- 
cover  whether  feme  of  them  might  not  be  dead; 
if  that  happened  to  be  the.  cafe*  they  proceeded 
to  diffieS  hift}  *i»ifledi*tely, .  and  pfefentiy  after 

V  aft  wpra  at  w<#k  m  dragging  (the  parts  away : 
becaufe  the  fea^lion*  of  a  sight  in  their  fleep 
frequently  overlay  their  y^uqg,  tfiey  examine, 
as  if  confcious  of  this  eifcumftance,.  every 
morning  the  whole  herd  of  them,  one  by  one, 
and  immediately  drag  aw*y  the  dead  cub&  from 

their  &w>, 
Seeijfig now  that  they  would  not  (offer  w  to 

V.  hs  at  reft  ftjght  ncr  day*  we  w«re  in  faft  fo  ex- 

aiperated  at  them  that  we  kilted  them  young 
and  'ojd,  and  phgued  them  by  every  means  we 
tl  could  ,devife.  When  we  awoke  m  the  morn- 
«"  ing,  there  always,  lay  two  or  three  at  our  feet 
"that  had  bee?  knocked  on  the  head  in  the 
*'  nighty  and  I  can  tafely  ai&m,  that  during  my 
*'  ftay  upon  the  Hland  above  two  hundred  of  thefe 
"  wumals  were  ftain  by  inyfelf  alone*    The  third4 

V  day  after  my  arrival  I  knocked  down,  within 
thtfipace  of  three  hours,  upwards  of  feventy  of 
theift  with  a  club,  and  made  a  covering  to  my 
hut  of  their  ikins.  They  are  fo  ravenoui,  that 
with  one  hand  we  could  hold  to  them  a  piece  of 
fleih,  and  graip  a  (lick  o*  an  ax  in  the  other  to 
knock  them  orb  the  head. 

When  thefe  tafy  animals  cpuld  not  get  bpld 
*      2  "  on 
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"  on  what  they  wanted,  for  example,  the  cloaths 
we  occafionally  put  off,  they  voiced  their  ex- 
crements upon  it,  and  then  fcarcely  one  of 
the  reft  pafTed  by  without  doing  tfce  fame. 

"  From  a|l  circumftances  it  was  clear  to  us  that 
they  cpujd  never  before  haye  feen  a  human 
being,  and  that  the  dread  of  man  is  not  inflate 
in  the  brutes,  but  mull  be  grounded  on  long 
experience. 

In  October  and  November  they,  like  the 
foxes,  were  the  mod  (leek  and  full  of  hair.     In 

i(  January  and  February  the  growth  of  ft  is  too 

1 '  thick ;  in  April  and  May  they  begin  to  ifred 
their  coat ;  in  J  imp  and  July  they  had  only  the 
wool  upon  them,  and  looked  as  if  they  went  in 
waiftco^ts.  In  June  they  drop  their  ci}b$;  nine 
or  ten  at  a  brood,  in  holes  and  clefts  of  the 
rocks.  They  are  fo  fond  of  their  ypung,  that 
to  fcare  us  away  from  them  they  barked  and 
yelled  like  dogs,  and  thereby  betrayed  their  co- 
vert *  No  fooner  do  they  perceive  that  their  * 
retreat  is  difcovered,  than,  unlets  they  be  dis- 
turbed, they  drag  away  the  young  in  tteir 
mouths,  and  try  to  conceal  them  jn  §  morerc- 
cret  place.  On  killing  the  young,  the  dam 
follows  the  flayer  with  grievous  bowlings,  day 
and  night  for  a  hundred  and  more  verffo,  and 
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*  Hence  probably  comes  the  ruffian  appellation  of  the  ice  or 
rock-foxes :  pehzi,  from  pektx,  a  poppy. 
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"  never  ceafes  till  flie  has  played  her  enemy  feme 
"•  trick,  or  is  killed  by  him  herfelf.    , 

"  They  ftink  much  pnore  horridly  than  eveil 
"•  the  red  fox.  In  rutting-time  they  run  tog*e- 
"  ther  day  and  night,  biting  each  other  from  jea- 
"  loufy  like  dogs.  When  they  couple  they  make 
rt  juft  fuch  a  fcreaming  as  cats  do.  In  florins 
"  and  heavy  falls,  of  fnow  they  bury  themfelves 
">in  the  fnow,  and  lie  ftill  as  long  as  it  lafts. 
"  They  fwim  acrofs  rivers  with  great  agility. 
Befides  what  the  fea  calls  up  or  is  deftroyed  by 
beafts,  they  feize  the  fea-fowl  by  night  on  the 
cliffs  where  they  have  fettled  to  rood ;  but  they 
themfelves  are  frequently  vi&ims  to  the  birds 
of  prey.  — Thefe  animals,  which  are  now  in 
fiich  inexpreffible  numbers  on  the  ifland,  pro- 
bably were  conveyed  thither,  fmce  there  is  no 
other  land-animal  upon  it,  from  the  continent 
on  the  drift-ice ;  and,  aft^rtvards  nourifhcd  by 
"  the  great  quantity  of  animal  fubftances  thrown 
"  a-fhore  by  the  fea,  multiplied  to  fuch  an  extra- 
"  ordinary  degree*." 
To  return  from  this  digroflion,  if  fuch  it  may 
;  be  called,  wjiich  is  fo  clofcly  conneftcd  with  our 
'ftcfejeft.  This  fpecies  is  either  entirely  white  or  of 
a  bliieilh  colour,  and  their  furs  compofe  a  confi- 
derable  article  of  commerce.  Though  the  voyages 

#:Steller'9  befchreibuug  dcr  Beringfinfel,  in  Pallas  ncucn  nor- 
,-difchcn  beytrsgen,  torn.  ii.  p.  274— -279. 
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of  the  ruffian  inhabitants  of  the  coafts  to  Spitsber- 
gen and  Novaya-Zemlia  be  moftly  for  the  purpofe 
of  catching  the  morfe  *  and  the  robbe ;  yet,  as 
they  can  only  follow  this  bulinds  while  the  fea  is 
open,  they  ufually  employ  the  reft  of  the  time, 
when  they  winter  on  thefe  iflands,  in  the  chace, 
which  here  only  extends  to  the  white  or  polar 
bear,  the  ice-fox,  rein-deer,  and  eider-fowl.  The 
Samoyedes,  likewife,  enter  into  fmall  parties,  who 
proceed  together  in  winter  acrofs  the  ice  of  Vay-. 
gat's  ftraights  to  the  ifland,  uninhabitable  even  to 
Samoyedes,  of  Novaya-Zemlia,  where  they  prin- 
cipally hunt  for  bears  and  foxes.  That  they  may 
not  lofe  their  way  in  the  fields  of  fnow  extending 
farther,  and  wider  than  the  eye  can  reach,  through 
.  which  they  wander,  they  draw  figures  in  the 
fnow,  of  which  every  family  has  its  own  in  ufe, 
that  they  may  trace  out  each  other  and  meet, 
again.  Their  weapons  are  the  bow  and  arrow, 
fpears,  fnares,  and  tr^ps ;  they  alfo  make  ufe  of  a 
finali  thick  greyhoi^ndf. — The  voyages  to  the 
ruffian  Archipelago  in  the  Eaftern-ocean  are  in- 
deed undertaken  folely  on  account  of  the  furs ; 
but  as  here  too  the  ice-fox  is  not  the  main  ob- 
ject, we  will  poftpone  the  defcription  of  that 
chace  and  branch  of  commerce  to  a  fitter  op- 
portunity, 

■ 

*  Trichecus  rofinarus :  called  wallrofs  by  the  Germans, 
f  Gcorgi,  p.  279.  .  #   % 

F  F  3  For 


458        PRODUCTIVE  INDUSTRY. 

For  fmaller  furrieries  and  edgings,  the  fkins  of 
the  marten,  the  squirrel,  the  ermine,  the 
rabbit  and  the  marmotte  me  the  choiceft.  All 
thefe  little  animals  are  courfed  with  dogs  by  the 
boors,  who  devote  a  part  of  their  time  to  the 
chace,  or  caught  in  great  numbers  with  traps  and 
gins  fet  before  their  burrows.  —  The  marten  is  not 
only  found  in  Siberia  but  in  european  Ruffia,  even 
about  the  Ladoga-lake  ahd  in  Livonfo;  butthofe 
in  the  government  of  Tobolfk  are  the'  fineft  &s 
well  as  the  moft  plentiful.  —  The  blackeft  fquirrels 
come  from  Yakutfls  and  Nertfchinfk ;  biit  they 
are  likiewife  the  fmalleft.  The  teleutan  are  famous 
foivth'eir  fise,  and  have  fettib  the  b6aiitiful  filver- 
dolouV  that  fenders  thefti  %  valuable.  The  ftriped 
fquirrM*  is  likewife  very  plenty  ift  Siberia.  This 
dtelitate  little  crfcatulre  climbs  the  trees  and  nimbly 
firings  from  bough  to  bough,  but  his  winter-holes 
ahd  the  magazines  of  provilibns  always  found 
tfith  them,  in  which  various  kinds  of  feeds  are 
collected,  he  makes  in  the  earth,  though  on  ac- 
count of  the  moifture  of  the  ground  not  "remark- 
ably deep,  fc&fy  as  it  would  be  to  fcatch  thefe 
ahitii&ls,  and  numerous  as  the  'fanciers  which 
their  beautiful  ftriped  for  Would  enfuffe,  yet  none 
apply  to  the  capture  of  thtffti.  —  In  Ruflia  are 
feveral  more  little  animals  which  deferve  notice 
in  regard  to  their  fkin,  the  chace  whereof  has 

•  Which  the  Ruffians  call  bo-uni*. 

been 
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been  hithfcrto  entirely  neglected  Among  thefc^ 
befides  die  ftriped  fquirrd,  may  be  reckoned  the 
gold-coloured  weazel  in  which  Siberia*  abOuhda  3 
the&flik*  the  perevdka,  and  the  4p*k"t*  which 
are  feen  in  great  numbers  between  the  Do*  tod 
the  Dniepr  ^as  is  that  vxrj  common,  and  greatfbft 
to  gardens,  <he  mole,  in  the  whole  of  hqxOm 
Ruffia.  The  ftriped  or  ipotted  £kin  of  theiquirre^ 
the  fuflik*  and  the  perevefta  fuit  the  tafte  of 
the  fouthefn  Europeans;  the  gold~cotta*fed  hair 
of  the  wefczel  is  admired  in  Perfia,  «nd  the  ftiad 
of  the  ipalax  and  mole  might  forvt  for.  ordinary 
f urs -f\ -*- Haxe-fkiAfc  and  cab-flrins,  ttowrfvtr  it 
may  appear,  form  a  confiderabie  arttde  ttf  com* 
merce,  being  worked  up  in  Rufca  hrto  hatt,  of 
exported  for  that  ptirpofe.  In  the  ym  1793,  of 
the  t>«>  kinds,  2H3  fkeks  and  607#©Q  flrins  wot 
fhipped  off,  which  hi  radae  amottiziddrto  f$408(> 
rubles*  It  would  cextaialy  .  have  bcerl  better  to 
hart  wstraght  this  large  quantity  of  raw  material 
in  the  country,  as  ftuffia  imports  annually,  a  con* 
fiderable  number  of  hate.  •  i 

To  the  other  objefb  of  the  chase  far  furs  nnrfl 
be  added  the  MLUL/the  wolf,  the  lybtx,  the 

1 

j 

•  MiUckeHui.  % 

t  0*He»ftied*'i  akadeatfche  rede  seller,  die  prddnk*  fafr 
lands,  welch*  zur  untcrhaltung,  &c.  im  St.  Pcterfburg  jaurwj, 
torn.  iv.  p.  25* 
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• 

glutton,  the  ferret,  the  POLECAT,  &c  which 
generally  fpeaking  are  fpread  over  the  whole  of 
north  Ruflia,  and  the  prodigious  quantities  ob- 
tained of  their  flctns  are  partly  continued  at  home 
and  partly  fent  abroad.  The  bear  is  in  many 
refpefts  fo  ufeful  an  animal,  and  the  manner  of 
taking  him  in  Ruflia  fo  various  and  foi  ingenious, 
t&at  our  pains  will  be  amply  repaid  in  enlarging 
upon  them. 

•  The  moft  ufual  way  of  killing  the  bear  is  with 
fire-arms  and  fpears  or  darts.  The  Laplanders 
knock  them  down  with  clubs,  as  they  cah  eafily 
Overtake  them  in  running  with  their  fnow-fhoes ; 
but  they -are  -generally  firft  fhot  and  then  dis- 
patched with  fpears.  Iu  forae  parts  of  Siberia  the 
liunters  ;  ereft  a  fcaffold  of  feveral  balks  laid  on 
each  other,  which  fall  down  all  together  and  crufh 
the  bear,  On  his  ftepping  on  the  trap  placed  under 
ft:  .Another  method  is,  to  dig  pits,  in  which  a 
finooth,  folid,  and  very  fharp-pointed  poft  is  fixed 
into  the  ground,  riling  about  a  foot  above  .the 
bottom.  The  pit  is  carefully  covered  over  with 
fbds ;  and  acrofe  the  track  of  the  bear  a  thin  rope 
with,  an  elaftic  bug-bear  is  placed  As  foon  as 
the  bear  touches  the  rope,  the  wooden  bug-bear 
Harts  lopfe,  and  the  feared  animal,  endeavouring 
to  fave  himfelf  by  flight,  fells  violently  into  the 
pit,  and  is  killed  by  the  pointed  poft.  If  he 
efcape  this  fhare,  at  a  fmall  diftance,  perhaps, 

feveral 
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feveral  caltrops*  and  other  inftruments  of  annoy- 
ance await  him,  amongft  which  a  fimilar  terrific 
log  is  ere&ed,  and  where  the  perfecuted  bead, 
the  more  he  drives  to  get  free,  fixes  himfelf  fafter 
to  the  fpot  at  which  the  blood-thirfty  hunter  lies  in 
ambufh  for  him.  Yet  not  only  beneath  and  upon 
the  earth,  but  even  in  the  air  has  man's  inventive 
genius  contrived  to  lay  ihares  for  his  liberty  and 
his  lite,  The  Koriaks  to  this  end  look  out  for  a 
crooked  tree :  grown  into  the  form  of  a  gibbet, 
at  the  bowed  fummit  of  which  they  attach  a 
noofe,  hanging  with  it  a  bait  The  hungry  bear 
is  fo  tempted  by  this  objeft,  that  he  eagerly  climbs 
up  the  tree,  and  is  infallibly  the  viftim  of  his 
greedinefs ;  for,  on  his  moving  the  branch,  the 
noofe  draws  together,  and  the  bear  remains  fuf- 
pended  to  the  tree,  which  violently  fprings  back 
into  its  former  dire&ion.  But  more  lingular  and 
ingenious  is  the  method  adopted  by  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  mountainous  partstof  Siberia  to  make 
this  ferocious  animal  kill  himfelf.  They  fallen, a 
very  heavy  block  to  a  rope,  terminating  at  the 
other  end  with  a  loop.  This  is  laid  near  a  fteep 
precipice  in  the  path  which  the  bear  is  wont  to 
take.     On  having  his  neck  in  the  noofe,   and 

+  lions  with  four  fpikes,  fo  made,  that  which  ever  way  they 
fell/one  point  always  lies  upwards,  generally  thrown  in  breaches 
or  on  bridges,  to  annoy  an  enemy's  horfe ;  alio  an  inftrument 
with  three  iron  fpikes  nfed  in  hunting  the  wolf. 

finding 
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fating  that  he  cannot  proceed  for  the  clog,  he 
takes  it  up  in  a  rage,  and,  to  free  himfelf  from 
it,  throws  it  down  the  precipice,  which  naturally 
pulls  him  after  it,  and  he  is  commonly  killed  by 
the  falL  Should  this  accidentally  not  be  the  cafe, 
he  drags  the  Mock  again  up  the  mountain  and 
reiterates  his  efforts, .  till  with  increasing  fury  he 
either  finks  nervelefe  to  the  ground,  or  puts  aa 
end  to  his  life  by  a  decifive  plunge 
.  The  bear  is  found  not  only  in  all  the  fiberiaa 
fbrefts>  but  abb  in  great  plenty  in  the  northern 
provinces  of  eurdpean  Ruffia.  The  white  or  polar 
bear*,  lives  on  the  coafts  of  the  Frozen-ocean, 
and  on  fome  of  the  eaftern  and  northern  iflea, 
where  the  chace  of  him  is  a  collateral  occupation 
of  the  mariner^  who  vifit  thefe  coafts  for  the 
capture  of  the  morfe.  Black  bears  are  fi>  nu- 
merous in  Kamchatka,  that  they  are  feen  roaming 
about  the  plains  in  troops*  and  would  infallibly 
have  long  fnvce  exterminated  tall  the  inhabitants, 
were  they  not  here  more  tame  aftd  gentle  than  in 
all  the  world  befide.  In  fprfaog  they  come  in 
multitudes  from  the  mountain*  kt  which  they 
have  pafifed  the  winter,  to  the  mouths  of  the 
rivers  for  catching  filh,  which  fwaim  in  all  the 
dreams  of  that  pemnfula.  If  there  be  plenty  of 
this  food,  they  eat  nothing  but  the  held*  of  the 
fifh ;  and  when  they  find  nets  laid  in  any  place 

*  Urfus  maritimas. 

they 
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they  dexteroufly  drag  them  out  -of  thfe  water  and 
empty  them  of  the  fifli.  'towards  autumn  when 
the  fifli  go  up  the  rivers,  they  advance  with  them 
gradually  to  the  mountains.  —  When  a  Katntiha- 
dale  {pies  a  bear,  he  endeavours  to  conciliate  his 
friendship  at  a  dift&nce,  .accompanying  his  ges- 
tures by  courteous  words.  Indeed  they  are  fo 
familiar  that  the  women  and  girls  when  they  arp 
gathering  roots  and  herbs,  or  turf  For  ftiel,  in 
the  midft  of  g.  whole  drove  of  bears  are  never  dis- 
turbed in  their  employ tnent  by  them ;  and  if  any 
one  of  thefe  animals  comes  up  to  them,  it  is  only 
to  eat  Something  out  of  their  hand.  They  hav* 
never  been  known  to  Attack  a  man,  except  When 
they  are  routed  from  their  fleep,  and  they  Seldom 
ttlrn  upon  the  markfman  whether  they  be  hit  or 
Hot  litis  humane  chara&er  of  the  kamtfhadale 
bear,  who  differs  lb  remarkably  from  his  brethren 
ih  all  other  countries,  procures  him  however  no 
exemption  from  the  persecutions  of  mankind. 
The  great  utility  of  this  animal,  whofe  bodily 
parts  from  the  Ikin  to  the  entrails  are  of  Service 
to  the  Kamtihadales  in  a  thouSand  ways,  is  a  Suf- 
ficient motive  tt>  felf-interefted  man  to  declare 
eternal  war  againft  hkh.  When  both  patties  meet, 
tiie  conteft  is  generally  bloody,  and  almoft  always 
terminates  to  the  advantage  of  the  m6re  artful 
creature.  Armed  with  Spears  and  clubs,  the 
Kamtfhadale  goes  in  queft  of  the  peaceful  bear  in 
his  calm  retreat,  who  is  meditating  no  attack, 

but 
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but  only  thinking  of  his  defence,  and  gravely 
takes  the  faggots  which  his  more  brutal  perfecutor 
brings  him,  and  with  which  he  himfelf  choaks 
up  the  entrance  to  his  den.  The  mouth  of  the 
cavern  being  thus  clofed,  the  hunter  bores  a  hole 
through  the  top,  and  fpears  with  the  greateft 
fecurity  his  defencelefs  foe. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  name  a  fpecies  of  ani- 
mals, excepting  the  fheep,  fo  varioufly  ferviceable 
to  man  as  the  bear  is  after  his  death  to  the  Kamt- 
ihadales.     Of  the  fkin  of  this  animal  they  make 
beds,    covertures,    caps,    gloves,  and  collars  for 
their  fledge-dogs.     Thpfe  who  go  upon  the  ice 
for  the  capture  of  marine  animals  make  their 
fhoe-foals  of  them,  which  have  this  advantage, 
that  the  wearer  is  not  in  danger  of  flipping  with 
them.     The  fat  of  the  bear  is  held  in  'great  efti- 
mation  by  all  the  inhabitants  of  Kamtfhatka,  as 
a  very  favoury  and  wholefome  nourishment;  and 
when  melted  and  thus  rendered  fluid,  it  fupplies 
the  place  of  oil.     The  flefh  is. reckoned  fuch  a 
dainty,  that  they  feldom  eat  it  alone,'  but  ufually 
mvite  a  number  of  guefts  to  partake  of  the  deli-' 
cious  repaft.     The  inteftines,  when  cleanfed  and 
properly  fcrapcd,  are  worn  by  the  fair  fex  as  mafks 
to  preferve  their  faces  from  the  effects  of  the  fun- 
beams,  which  here,  on  being  refle&ed  from  the 
fnow,  are  generally  found  to  blacken  the  ikin; 
by  which  means  the  kamtihadale  ladies  preferve  a 
fine  complexion :   the  Ruffians  of  Kamtihatka 

make 
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make  window-panes  of  thefe  inteftines,  which  are 
as  traafparent  and  elear  as  thofe  made  of  mof- 
covy-glafs,  Of  the  fhoulder-blades  are  made 
fickles  for  cutting  grafs,  and  the  heads  and  the 
haunches  are  hung  up  by  the  Kamtlhad^les  as 
ornaments  or  trophies,  on  the  trees  about  their 
dwellings  *•  If  the  ufes  of  the  bear  be  fo  various 
to  the  Kamtihadales,  not  left  general  is  the  wear 
of  his  fine  and  warm  fur  by  perfons  of  the  higher 
claifes  in  Ruflia.  A  light  black  bearfkin  is  one 
of  the  moil  comfortable  and  coftly  articles  of  the 
winter-wardrobe  of  a  man  of  fafhion  at  Petersburg 
or  Mofco,  and  even  thfc  fmali  white  band  of  a 
belle  is  dipt  into  the  large  bear-muff  which  covers 
the  half  of  her  elegant  ihape.  . 

Among  the  animals  already  named,  the  glut- 
ton -f  deferves  to  be  mentioned  on  account  of 
his  beautiful  fkin.  Thefe  creatures,  at  the  charge 
of  whom  credulous  travellers  have  fpread  fo  many 
furprifing  falfhoods,  are  found  both  in  northern 
and  fouthern  Siberia,  principally  about  the  Anar 
dyr  and  the  Kovyma,  where  they  are  famed  for 
their  ingenious  artifices  in  taking  and  killing  rein- 
deer. From  the  trees  they  watch  thefe  liarmlefs 
creatures  and  firew  mofc  upon  the  ground  as  a 
bait  Lured  by  this,  as  foon  as  the  rein-deer 
comes  under  the  tree,  the  glutton  leaps  tfpon  his 

*  Steller's  befchreibung  von  Kamtfchatka,  p.  113. 1x6. 
f  Muftclla  gulo. 

neck, 
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neck,  fcratohea  out  his  eyeq,  and  torments  Mm 
with  fuch  perfevenince,  that  the  poor  fuffere? 
beats  himfelf  to  death  againft  the  tree.  This 
done,  he  buries  his  prey  very  carefully  in  feveml 
places,  and  never  yields  to  the  fuggeftions  of  his 
ravenous  appetite  to  tafte  a  morfel  till  he  has  de- 
pofited  the  whole  of  his  provision  fafely  under 
ground.  With  equal  cunning  the  glutton  in  the 
diftri&s  of  the  Lena  fubdues  the  much  larger  and 
fironger  animal  the  horfe ;  when  tamed  however 
he  lofes  of  his  favage  nature,  and  becomes  by  the 
variety  of  his  entertaining  pranks  a  moil  amuiing 
companion  to  his  mailer  *. 

To  thefe  objeds  of  the  chace  for  furs,  lailly, 
maybe  added  the  following  animals  with  ihort 
web-feet,  fijice  their  dwelling  and  the  manner  of 
their  capture  allow  them  to  be  brought  under  no 
other  rubric:  the  beaver,  who  is  found  in  the 
great  rivers  of  Siberia,  and  in  the  Sundiha  among 
the  mountains  of  Caucafus,  &c.  and  the  river 
or  fish-otter,  which  likewife  is  at  home  in 
moft  of  the  fiberian  and  in  fome  of  the  european 

rivers. 

Hie  beaver,  lays  the  moil  learned  naturalift  of 
the  age,  is  perhaps  the  only  example  ftill  left  as 
an  antient  monument  of  the  intelle&ual  faculties 
of  the  brutes.  "  As  much,"  continues  he,  "  as 
"  man  has  raifed  himfelf  above  the  ftate  of  favage 

*  Stellcr,  lib.  cit.  p«  n8« 

"  nature, 
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''  nature,  fo  deeply  are  the  animal*  funk  below  it 
"  Reduced  to  fubje&ion  and  flavery,  or  treated  a? 
"  rebels  and  difperfed  by  force,  their  facial  coaoec- 
*'  tions  are  effaced,  then1  induftry  is  irapoverifhed, 
"  and  their  flender  accomplishments  vanifhecL 
Each  feveral  fpecies  has  loft  its  general  qualities 
and  only  the  individual  properties  are  preferred, 
which*  with  fome  are  unfolded  by  example," 
"  imitation,    and  training,  but  with  others  by 
neceftity  and  fear,  which  oblige  them  to  be  jih 
ceffantly  providing  for  their  fefety.      What 
views,  what  plans  can  be  expefted  from  heart-1 
left  flaves  or  from  impotent  exiles?  To  cxift 
cringing  or  efcaping,  or  always  in  folitude;  ft* 
effeft  nothing,  to  produce  nothing,  to  leave 
nothing  behind ;  to  figh,  to  perifli  in  mifcry, 
to  propagate  without  increafing;  in  a  word,  to 
lofe  in  perpetuity  as  much  a*  they  had  gai&oi 
by  time—that  is  their  lot !  Thus  there  are  bufc 
"  few  traces  remaining  of  their  admirable  in- 
"  duftry,  only  in  thofe  defbrt  regions  the  exift3 
ence  whereof  have  been  for  ages  unknown  to 
mankind,  and  where  every  fpecies  is  at  liberty 
to  exert  its  natural  talents  and  quietly  bring 
them  to  pcrfeftion  in  a  permanent  ftate  of  fo* 
ciety.    An  infulated  being,  as  it  proceeded 
from  the  hands  of  nature,  is  an  unfruitful 
being,  whole  faculties  are  confined  to  the  mere 
41  ufe  of  his  fenfes;  even  man,  when  he  is  de* 

"  prived 
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*  prived  of  the  perceptions  and  fupport  of  fa- 
1  ciety,  produces  nothing  and  effe&s  nothing. 
c  The  fojitary  arid  infulated  beaver,  inflead  of 
c  fhewing  a  cogitation  beyond  that  of  the  other 
'  fpecies  of  animals,  feems  eVen,  by  his  mere 
'  individual  capacities,  to  ftand  far  beneath  fome 
c  of  them ;  his  genius  and  his  talents  only  ihine 
1  forth  when  he  lives  united  in  fociety;  and 
\  even  thefe  animals  never  think  of  building 
'  unlets  they  dwell  in  defart  regions,  where 
4  men  are  in  fuch  fmall  numbers,  that  they  can- 
c  not  eafily  moled  them  *. " 
In  fad;  the  uninhabited  wilds  of  Canada  and  Si- 
beria are  the  only  regions  in  which  the  beavers  are 
numerous,  ahd  even  here  they  herd  together  only 
about  the  folitary  and  unfrequented  rivers,  there- 
fore they  are  ofteneft  found  fingly  on  the  woody 
banks.  The  ufefulnefs  of  this  animal  fharpens 
the  perfecuting  fpirit  of  man,  from  which  he  is 
never  fafe  even  in  the  moft  latent  coverts.  —  The 
fkin  of  the  beaver  has  hair  of  two  kinds :  the 
lower  immediately  next  to  the  hide,  are  fhort, 
implicated  together  and  as  fine  as  down;  the 
upper  grow  more  fparingly  and  are  thicker  and 
longer.  This  latter  is  of  little  value.;  but  the 
flix  or  down  is  wrought  up  into  hats,  ftockings, 


•  Buffbn,  oeuyrea  compl.  qnadrap.    torn,  iii  p.  39~~4r 
edit.  Par.  Svo. 


and 
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*&£  caps  #.  —  The  hunters  prefer  the  winter*  feaf«* 
fojf  feekiug  out  the  hole*  gf  the  bwvgr ;  tbfly  ftop 
flp  the  eptrance  ou  the  fide.  ne*t  the  water  with 
flakes*  enlarge  the  vent-hole  which  they  find  o^ 

the  land-fids>  for  the  purpofc  pf  putting  through 
it  3,  dog,  who  ia  fo  trained  that  he*  holds  thp 
beaver  with  his  teeth,  and  let*  himfelf  be  dxawa? 
QUt  with  it  ty  the  hipd-feet     The  otters  are  like- 

wife  either  pwfiwd  with  dpgs,  or  <&ftrQyed  by 

fcri&grguna  placed  on  the  margin  of  the  ftreaqis 
they  frequent  t- 

.  The  importance  of  the  chape  for  procuring  fare 
is  apparent  nQt  oply  froip  the  immenffe  cpnfapap- 
tiou  Qf  thfiW  withi?  the  empire,  but  alfo  frpm  the 
great  deDaand  ft>*  them,  which  notwithftanding 
ftitt  continues.  In  a  country,  where  mod  of  the 
provinces  may  calculate  upon  a  winter  of  one 
fefdf  tha  jfiear,  protection  ftom  the  cold  i*  the 
fecond  aeceffary  of  lift,  and  the  boor  in  Ruffia, 
who  is  deftitute  of  furs,  is  almoft  as  unfortunate 
a*  the  peafaflt  in  France  who  has  loft  h|s  winter 
provifiQQ  Qf  corn.  A  well-informed  author^  whf> 
leans  to  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  na- 
tural wealth  and  uiduftry  of  Ruffia,  has  attempted 

•  The  beaver's  flbc 
Gives  kindlieft  warmth  to  weak  enervate  limbs, 
When  the  pal*  blood  flow  riTes  through  the  veins* 

Ptu'j  Fleece, 
t  Pall**,  travels,  tqpu  iiL  p.  %%. 

vol.  y.  a  e  to 
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to  reckon  up  the  value  of  the  produ6ls  with  which 
the  chaCe'ib*  furs  annually  increafes  the  natioaal 
treafure  of  that  country,  and  thinks  the  amount 
of  all  the  fkins  thus  procured  in  one  year  muft  be 
eftimated  at  leaft  at  five  millions  of  rubles  *  But 
though  the  accounts  of  the  fale  of  the  furs  to 
foreign  countries  be  founded  on  authentic  docu- 
ments, the  refults  of  them  are  not  the  lefe  defec- 
tive. .  In  the  year  1 76$  Ruflia  fold  to  the  value 
s  of '490,000  rubles,  and  in  the  year  1793  furs  to 
the  amount  of  396,000  rubles  were  exported  from 
all  the  fea-ports,  thofe  of  the  Cafpian  excepted ; 
and  yet  the  exportation  by  land  is  not  here  in- 
cluded,, which  according  to  the  greateft  proba- 
bility may  be  dated  as  high  and  even  higher  f .  — 

;  -         '      ;  But, 

'  *  Hermann's  ftatiftifclie  fcfcilderung  von  Au&land,  p.  45*. 
Jn  this  calculation,  however*  the  fkins  of  the  fea-«nimals  are 
-comprifed,  the  capture  whereof  will  be  defcribed  in  the  fequel 
sX  this  book.  —  Betides*  fuch  eftimates  are  nothing  more  than 

exercifes  for  perfons  who  ftu'iy  (lalillicsi  as,  with  the  completed 

information  concerning  all  the  4a&s  relating  to  this  matter,  it  is 
feldom  poifible  to  come  near  the  truth,  and  fHU  feldomcr  to  be 
ipnyinced,  of  the  accuracy  of  the  refults.    See  on  this'  fubjed 

HupePs  verfuch  die  ftaatfverf.  des  rufT.  reichs  darzuftellen,  torn. 

ii.  p.  265—274. 

t  The  articles  pf  this  exportation,  with  the  ftated  amount 
of  their  value,  areas  follow : 

,     Grey  hare-ikins    •    -     -'  -     -    -     226,215  rubles 
White  liare  and  cat-fkins  and  facks        31*721 
Squirrels-fluns-and  facks    -  r,*<-    •    •    26,712 
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But,  notwithftanding  this  fuperfluity  which  Ruffia 
delivers  to  the  foreigner,  yet  the  importation  of 
the  very  fame  objects  forms  a  very  confiderable 
article,  as  may.  be %  feeri  from  the  fingle  inftance 
that  in  the  laft-mentioned  year,  fiirs  to  the  amount 
of  256,000  rubies  were  brought  into  the*  port  of 
St  Peteriburg  alone,  among  which  we  find  79,000 
rubles  worth  of  otter-fkins,  and  beaver-fkins  to. 
the  value  of  29,000;  Unlefi  this  importation 
confift  in  part  at  lead  of  ruffian  produ&s,  brought 
hither  by  fea  only  on  account  of  the  eafier  tranf- 
port,  this  particular  of  the  cuftom-houfe  lifts  ought 
furely  to  be  matter  of  concern  to  every  true  Ruffian, 
as  it  naturally  ftrikes  us  with  furprife,  that  a 
country  fo  richly  flocked  with  wild  animals  of 


Lamb-fldns  and  facks      -    ±    -    -  14*864 

Bear-fluns      ------aa  18,613 

•  -       Ermine  and  rock*fox  fkins  and  facks  J  3.309 

Fox  and  marten-lkins  and  facks  -    -  8,543 

Muffs  and  various  forts  of  furs    -    -  8,305 

Tulupes  (morning-gowns)     -    -    -  4,886 

Wolf-fkins  and  furs      .    -    .    -    •  3,3*5 

Sable-Huns  and  facks    -    -    -  -  -    -  442 

The  cuftofri-houfe  lifts  however  give  the  exportation*  of  furs 
but  very  incompletely*  being  by  reafon  of  their  lightnefs  and 
final]  bulk  very  cotnmodioufly  tranfported  by  land.  Of  the 
furs  which  go  to  Germany,  Poland,  China,  Perfia,  &c.  the 
amount  is  unknown,  but  probably  far  exceeds  the  export 
bv  fea. 

g  o  2  every 
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every  kind  Humid  be  dependent on  foreign  fcodufty 
m  this  dais  of  its  neceflaries*. 

How  ufefiil  foever  the  fevetal  clafies  of  animal? 
we  have  here  been  confidering  may  he  to  tha 
inhabitants  of  the  ruflian  empure  by  their  dans, 
of  no  inferior  oraiequence  are  the  remaining  ob* 
je&s  of  the  chace  either  as  to  inland  confampticai 
or  to  foreign  commerce.  That  we  may  not  too 
greatly  (well  the  catalogue,  we  will  name  only 
fome  of  the  moft  remarkable,  the  produ&s  a£ 
which  are  become  an  article  of  trade.  To  theft 
belong,  for  the  fccood  time,  die  beaver,  wboj 
befxde  his  fkin,  affords  alfo  the  caftoreum  ex* 
ported  by  Rufiia  in  various  quantities  every  yean 
Next  follows  the  castor,  which  abounds  in  Siberia 
and  efpecially  in  fome  provinces,  particularly  about 
Krafhoyarfk,  to  fo  great  a  degree,  that  the  malej 
which  on  account  of  his  bag  is  dearer  than  the 
female,  cofts  no  more  than  from  thirty  to  fifty 
kopeeks,  and  the  female,  ikin  and  flefl*  together, 

•  In  the  year  1794.  this  importation  was  yet  more  confident 
ble,  the  articles  and  value  being, 

Beaver-Jkins    --------     532,350  rubles 

Otter-flrins  *-*------    139,741 

Other  &r«      •    «------*    "7»9$9 

Together    590,950 
Guldenftxdt  allows  for  the  whole  importation  in  furs  of  the 
year  1768,  which  he  fpecifies  jo  have  confifted  in  wolves*  foxes, 
filh-otters,  and  bearers,  only  41,000  rubles* 
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will  fcarcely  fetch  ten  *  The  bisam-rat  is  alfo 
very  common  about  the  lakes  in  the  confines  of 
the  Samara,  the  Volga,  the  Kama,  and  -the  Don. 
The  flrins  of  thefe  animals  are  to  be  had  at  an 
extremely  low  price,  fince  they  are  only  ufed  as  or- 
dinary edgings ;  though  they  might  be  far  more 
ufefully  employed  in  the  making  of  felt  for  hats, 
as  they  confift  alraofi  entirely  of  a  fine  foft  wool, 
which  in  delicacy  and  glofiinefe  yields  in  no  de- 
gree to  that  of  the  beaver,  though  it  is  fomewhat 
ihorter.  The  bi&m-rat  is  generally  taken  in 
Autumn  and  fpring,  and  commonly  found  fuffo- 
cated  in  fifh-weels  and  nets,  though  from  the 
(Irudure  of  their  inward  parts  they  are  adapted  to 
remain  long  under  water.  This  animal  makes 
bis  holes  in  the  high  banks  of  the  lakes  under  the 
water,  yet  lb  that  they  flant  upwards  and  the  burrow 
remains  always  dry.  In  winter  therefore  he  has 
only  the  fubterranean  air  to  breathe ;  but  when 
the  ice  diffolves,  they  come  in  numbers,  to  iport 
in  the  fun,  on  the  furface  of  the  water.  The  bed 
organ  of  the  bifam-rat  is  his  very  fenfible  and  ner- 
vous fnout ;  for  his  eyes  are  ftill  (mailer  than  the 
mole  6,  and  his  ears  are  grown  i|p  with  hairs. 
The  effluvia  emitted  by  the  matter  contained  in 

*  Pallas,  travels,  torn*  iii.  p.  u.  As  moft  of  the  ftatements 
of  the  price  of  thefe  feveral  articles  are  drawn  from  the  travels 
of  the  peteriburg  academicians,  it  is  poffible  that  the  value  of 
thofe  produces  may  have  rifen  fomewhat  in  the  coorfe  of  rather 
more  than  twenty  years. 

qo3  the 
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the  glands  under  the  (kin  of  his  tail,  is  of  a  flir 
more  penetrating  and  permanent  nature  than  that 
of  even  the  beft  mufk  *. 

The  native  country  of  the  mufk-animal  f  is  the 
moft  elevated  region  of  Afia,  between  the  alpine 
heights  of  Altay  and  the  mountains  which  divide 
Thibet  from  India ;  hence  this  fpecies,  Ayhich  is 
about  the  fize  of  a' deer  of  the  fecond  head,  feems 
to  have  retreated  to  the  northern  territories,  where 
it  is  at  prefent  found.  In  the  choice  of  its  habi- 
tation it  much  refembles  the  fallow-deer  and 
fhamois-goat,  living  only  on  bare  rocks,  between 
lofty  mountains  overgrown  with  pines  and  firs,  or 
covered  with  fnow.  The  mufk,  which  confifts  of 
a  brown,  friable  and  greafy  fubftance,  only  col- 
lefts  in  the  males  in  a  fort  of  bag  in  the  umbilical 

s  

region.  The  largeft  bladder,  which  is  commonly 
no  bigger  than  a  hen's  egg,  contains,  according 
to  Tavernier's  account,  not  quite  an  ounce  and 
an  half  of  mufk. 

The  beft  mufk  is  the  thibetan,  probably  from 
the  warmth  of  the  climate  and  the  odoriferous 
plants  on  which  thefe  animals  feed.  In  Siberia, 
the  bag  in  which  the  bezoar  foon  dries  is  imme- 
diately cleanfed  from  all  dirt  and  hairs :  only  a 
part  is  left  remaining  near  the  aperture,  in  order 
to  give  it  a  refemblancp  to  that  of  Thibet.  The 
fiberifin  }s  of  a  much  fainter  perfume,  and  ap- 

•  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  i.  p.  130.  156. 
t  Mpfchuftyicr,  bifamtjiier,  mofchi  fenw. 
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proaches  more  to  the  caftoreum :  it  is  confe- 
quently  alfo  much  cheaper.  The  pureft  mufk  is 
that  which  the  creature  itfelf  drops  on  ftones  or 
trunks  of  trees,  againft  which  it  is  fond  of  rubbing 
when  the  bag  becomes  full  and  the  matter  thereby 
too  irritating ;  the  mu(k  found  in  the  bag  is  fel- 
dom  good,  as  it  has  not  yet  come  to  its  proper 
maturity.  —  As  this  valuable  commodity  is  only 
obtained  from  the  males  of  thefe  wild  animals, 
and  the  confumption  being  fo  great,  it  is  natural 
to  imagine  that  a  eonfidcrable  contraband  trade 
muft  be  carried  on  in  it.  Good  genuine  mufk 
muft  be  of  a  deep  brown,  rather  inclining  to  red, 
dry,  and  friable,  but  at  the  fame  time  fomewhat 
greafy,  and  of  fo  ftrong  an  odour,  as  frequently 
to  draw  blood  from  the  nofe.  Among  naturalifts 
it  ferves  as  a  proof  of  the  infinitely  fine  divifibility 
of  matter,  as  even  gold  and  filver  veffels  admit 
the  fcent  of  it ;  and  in  arfenals  and  armories  are 
feen  old  damafked  blades,  which  ftill  always  retain 
a  moderate  fmell  of  mufk.  Befides  its  medicinal 
ufes,  it  is  .the  ground-work  of  all  perfumeries,  for 
which  purpofe  it  is  rendered  more  foluble  and 
poignant  by  fugar. — The  Dutch,  the  Englifh, 
and  the  Portuguefe  at  prefent  are  the  greatefl 
European  dealers  iji  mijfk.  The  mufk  of  Thibet 
or  Tonquin  in  bladders  in  1788  coft  at^Amfterdam 
from  ten  to  fifteen  guldens  the  ounce.  The 
arabian  phyficians  firfi  made  it  known  to  Europe 
in  the  eleventh  century ;  yet  it  is  mentioned  by 
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authors  to  terly  as  the  fifth  century.     It  teems  to 
have  been  totally  unknown  to  the  Greeks  and 

Romans  * 

Among  the  animals  that  aw  fought  as  veil  for 
theit  flefh  as  for  their  /kin,  the  firil  to  be  named 
is  the  ROE-aucK  f>  which  ftrays  in  heida  about  the 
htyih,  the  Yeniffey  and  in  Daouria ;  aAd  is  like* 
wife  found  in  the  confines  of  the  Samara,  the  Salt, 
*nd  in  the  regions  of  Caucafus.    A  tenant  of 
nearly  the  feme  diftri&s  is  the  stag  %  whofe  dege-; 
iterate  race  the  deer  §  is  not  unfrequently  Teen  in 
fourfda.    A  third  very  considerable  bbje&  of  the 
fchace  is  the  tut,  which  roams  over  all  Siberia, 
within  the  &$th  degree  of  latitude,  beydnd  which 
he  is  never  feen :  likewife  in  Ruflia  proper  even 
about  the  Ladoga-lake  and  in  Livonia.  —  Of  theft 
animate  a  very  great  number  are  killed  every  year, 
"the  ordinary  hunting-^eafon  is  towards  March  { 
about  which  time  the  fan  has  melted  the  forftc*  , 
bf  the  fhow  to  a  confidence  which  alldws  the 
hunter  eafily  to  follow  his  trade  in  large  wooden 
fnoW-fhoes ;  whereas  the  beafts,  with  thtnr  claws, 
break  through  this  craft,   and  are  hindered  kl 
tunning.    They  are  followed  by  the  track,  driven 
into  vallies,  where  the  fnow  is  drifted  frequently 
to  the  depth  of  feveral  ells,  and  there  are  either 

*  Journal  des  Iwnu  and  der  modcn,  May  1794.  Compare 
with  Valmont  de  Bomare  di&ionnaire  dliiftoire  natarelle,  aft. 
Gazelle.  Edit,  taris,  torn.  iv.  p.  37. 

f  Cervua  Capfeohs.  the  Dikaya  ktta  .in  Siberia, .  is  Very 
improperly  called  the  wild  goat. 

I  Cervus  elaphus.  $  Cervas  dama. 
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Aot,  or  kept  at  bay  by  the  dogs  till  the  pftrftter  en 
come  up  and  kill  them  with  hi*  lance,    The  ro*. 
buck  particularly  is  fo  liable  to  wound  himfelf  {ft 
the  feet  by  flight,  that  he  is  very  foon  incapable 
fif  running.  The  elks  often  Rand  oti  their  defttott 
agatnft  the  dogs,  killing  feveral  of  them  with  their 
hooft,  which  are  the  ufual  weapons  of  thlk  animal 
In  many  partslikewife  the  roe-buck  and  the  elk  u% 
taught  in  ftrong  gins  and  difpatehed  by  fyfibg* 
£uns,  which,  where  the  country  is  woody,  am 
feftened  to  the  trees.    The  <k(n  of  the  ttfe-buek 
fclb  cheap,  and  beoaufe  they  art  very  light  and 
feafily  turn  off  the  wet,  are  frequently  ufed  by  the 
peafants  as  toverings  to  their  huts,  and  fometime* 
inade  into  winter  garments:  about  Kralhoyarik 
they  are  in  fuch  plenty,  that,  fleih  and  all,  they 
fcattely  fetch  fifteen  kopecks  a-pieoe.    Generally* 
therefore,  it  i»  only  their  (kin  that  is  brought  t» 
market,  which  may  be  had  for  about  ten  kopeeka. 
The  Tartars  pay  a  good  part  of  their  tribute  in  the 
Jkins  of  elk*  and  large  (tags,  which  are  accepted 
at  the  offices  of  the  crown,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Cavalry,  at  the  rate  of  fixty  to  a  hundred  and 
twenty  kopeeks  for  every,  one* 

The  ftEirf-DEfcit  is  extremely  numerous  through 
the  whole  of  northern  and  eaftern  Siberia ;  left 
frequent  about  the  Ural  and  in  the  european 
north.  Hiis  exceedingly  uftftil  creature,  which 
with  many  nations  of  the  northern  climes  is  a 
domeftic  animal,  mud  be  treated  of  in  that  refpeft 
in  fbme  future  fe&ion,  we  fhall  here  confider  him 
5  only 
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only  as  a  beaft  of  chace.     In  woody  diftri£fe> 
where  fpringes,    fire-arms,    and  fpring-guns  are 
applicable,  they  are  the  mod  ufual  means  reforted 
to  for  taking  or  killing  the  rein-deer ;  but  in  the 
open  downs  adjacent  to  the  fea>  where  thefe  con- 
trivances would  fail,  the  Samoyedes,  the  Oftiaks, 
the  Tungufes,  and  others,  have  invented  different 
arts,  of  which,  as  an  example,  we  fhall  take  thofe 
of  the  Samoyedes.     The  rein-deer  are  wont  to  go 
in  herds  from  ten  to  a  hundred,  and  fometimes 
even  two  hundred  are  feen  together.     When  the 
Samoyedes  go  out  in  parties,,  and  perceive  one  of 
thefe  herds,  they  ftation  their  tame  rein-deer  on 
an  elevated  plain  to  the  windward,  then  ftick  up, 
from  this  place  to  the  lavage  herd  as  near  as  they 
Can  venture  to  come,  without  betraying  themy 
felves   by   tjie  weather,    long    flicks,    at    fmall 
diftances  afunder,  in  the  fnow,  to  which  goofc> 
wings  are  tied,  to  be  fluttered  freely  by  the  wind. 
This  done,  they  plant  the  like  pinions  cm.  the 
other  fide,  under  the  wind;  and,  the  rein-deer 
being  bufy  with  their  pailure  beneath  the  fnow, 
and  being  chiefly  guided  by  their  fcent,   they 
generally  obferve  nothing  of  all  thefe  preparations. 
When  every  thing  is  ready  the  hunters  feparate ; 
fome  hide  themfelves  behind  their  fnowy  entrenchr 
ments,  while  others  lie  with  bows  and  other  wea- 
pons in  the  open  air  to  leeward,  and  others  again 
go  to  a  diftance  and  drive  by  a  circuitous  route 
the  game  between  the  terrific  pinions.     Scared  by 
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thefe,  the  wild  rein-deer  run  dire&ly  to  the  tame 
ones  which  are  (landing  with  the  fledges;  but 
here  they  are  alarmed  at  the  concealed  hunters, 
who  drive  them  to  their  companions  that  are  pro- 
vided with  arms,  who  immediately  commit  great 
flaughter  among  them.  —  If  it  fo  happen,  that  a 
favage  herd  are  feeding  in  the  proximity  of  a 
mountain,  then  the  hunters  hang  up  all  their 
clothes  on  ftakes  about  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
making  alfo  with  the  fame  frightful  pinions  a 
broad  paflage  towards  it,  in  which  they  drive  the 
game  together  from  a  diftance.  As  foon  as  they 
are  come  into  this  gangway,  the  women  go  with 
the  fledges  right  acrofs  the  farther  end  of  it; 
Shutting  the  rein-deer  in,  who  immediately  run 
round  the  mountain,  and  at  every  round  are  la- 
luted  by  the  (hot  of  the  hunters. 

As  on  fuch  occafions  a  number  of  people  are 
requifite,  the  Samoyedes  have  recourfe  to  other 
inventions  to  deceive  the  caution  of  thefe  animals. 
The  markfman  goes,  for  example,  clad  entirely  in 
rein-deer  (kins,  (looping  in  the  middle  of  five  or 
fix  rein-deer  trained  to  .this  purpofe,  which  he 
leads  by  a  rope  fattened  to  his  girdle,  and  thus  is 
enabled  to  approach  very  near  to  the  wild  herd, 
without  being  betrayed.  In  autumn,  when  the 
rein-deer  are  in  heat,  the  hunters  choofe  out  a  vi- 
gorous buck  from  their  droves,  to  whofe  antlers 
they  tie  qoofes,  and  then  turn  him  loofe  among 
the  wild  herd.   Tfrp  wild  (lag,  on  fpying  a  ftrange 

rival 


4ffO  PRODUCTIVE   INDUSTRY. 

rival  capering  among  hie  females,  ru&eft  on  to 
fight  him.  During  the  combat  he  fo  entangle* 
h»  antler*  in  the  loops,  that  when  he  defcries  the 
hunter  and  ftrives  to  efcape,  the  tame  buck  ftrikea 
his  head  to  the  ground  and  there  pins  hfe  antagp- 
sift  feft  till  the  roftrkfmaa  can  kill  him  \     « 

Hie  sHAMOia  t  and  tlie  b$&oar-goat  %  are  an 
obgeft  of  chace  to  the  caucafean  nations!  in  whofa 
mountains  they  abound*    The  sv&ck$  is  like- 
wife  a  native  of  thefe  as  well  as  the  mountains  of 
Siberia.  Antx&opSs  traverfe  in  droves  thefteppe* 
about  the  Don>  in  the  diftri&s  of  the  Volga*  the 
Ural,  the  Irtyfli,  and  in  the  territory  of  Nertf- 
chinik ;  another  fpecies  of  wild-goat,  the  zob+ 
kozel,  or  craw*goa*  U,  lives  in  Daouria  and  in  the 
confines  of  Mongolia.      The  firft  \n  found  ia 
greateft  plenty,  yet  never  trarigrefles  the  bounds 
to  the  north  of  the  55th  degree  of  latitude.     The 
horns  of  this  animal  are  fbmetimes  eleven  inches 
long ;  his  face  is  imperfect,  as  the  eye-ball  is  ob- 
fcured  by  a  fpungy  excrefcence  on  the  brow. 
Perhaps  nature  intended  by  this  to  temper  the 
glare  of  the  fteppes  which  give  birth  to  the  ante- 
lopes.   In  return  ihe  has  endowed  him  with  acuter 
oliaftory  organs,  by  which  he  has  the  faculty  of 
ftenting  both  men  and  wild  beafts,  when  the  wind 
is  favourable,  at  the  diftance  of  feveral  verfU     It 

*  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  iii.  p.  89.         f  Capra  rupicapra. 
J  Capra  bezterdica.  §  Capra  ibex. 

||  Awilope  gdtturefa. 
•.  .  is 
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h  fMTpnfittg  that  this  animal,  which  feema  aa  ifc 
were  framed  for  rowing,  fince  it  it  apparently  for 
that  purppfe  that  he  ia  provided  with  a  wind-pipe 
nf  neariy  two  inches  i*  diameter,  large  luoga,  and 
vide  noftrila,  ftonid  be  more  eafily  put  out  of 
treati,  when  hunted  or  vexed,  than  any  other 
animal    The  chaee,  on  their  running  naga,  of 
th*  antelope*  ia  a  ftvourite  diversion  of  the  Mot* 
galea  and  the  daourian  Tungufes  of  the  fteppet. 
For  this  purpofe  they  unite  m  companies  of  fifty, 
of  a  hundred,  or  of  two  hundred  perfona,  all  well 
mounted  and  provided  with  led  horica,  all  like* 
wife  armed  with  bows  and  hunting+fpeara,  and 
every  one  having  with  him  a  trained  dog.     They 
choofe  one  of  the  company  for  their  leader,  who 
direfts  die  chaos,  and  has  the  command  while  it 
lafts.     When  the  hunt  ia  to  proceed,  early  in  the 
tporning  three  or  four  men,  who  have  a  keen  eye- 
fight,  are  fent  forward*,  that  from  certain  eleva- 
ttona  are  to  look  round  for  game ;  and  Where  they 
perceive  them  in  troops  to  ftand  ftill  till  the  whole 
party  is  come  up  to  them,  to  whom  they  point 
out,  by  figns  agreed  on,  on  which  fide  the  beaft* 
are  feeding,  and  what  courfe  they  ought  to  take. 
In  purfuance  of  thefe  fignals  the  company  dif- 
perfe,  and  gradually  form  a  fpacioua  arch,    in 
which  each  man  ia  not  above  fixty  or  eighty  far 
thorn  diftant  from  the  other,  and  by  which  the 
herd  ia  cautioufly  furrounded.     Aa  foon  as  thefe 
btter  aw  aware  of  the  hunters,  and  are  betaking 

themfelves 
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themfelves  to  flight,  they  rufli  in  oh  all  fides,  at 
full  gallop,  upon  them ;  who,  panic  ftruck  at  the 
ihouts  of  the  fportfmen  and  the  whizzing  of  their 
javelins,  ftart  different  ways,  but  are  flain  in  great 
numbers  from  the  dexterity  acquired  by  all  the 
nations  of  the  daourian  fteppes,  who  make  it  one 
of  their  conftant  exercifes  to  fhoot  and  throw  their 
weapons  at  a  mark.  The  chafce  is  ftill  more  pro- 
ductive when  the  fcene  of  it  happens  to  lie  near  a 
river  or  a  mountainous  foreft ;  for  the  goats  of 
the  fteppes  have  this  Angular  property,  that  they 
never  take  to  the  water,  though  long  and  furioufly 
harafled,  but  rather  ftrive  to  efcape  by  fudden  and 
vaft  leaps  through  the  troops  of  their  purfuers. 
They  are  almoft  equally  fhy  of  forefts*  No  fooner 
are  they  hunted  into  a  wood  than  they  are  fo  be- 
wildered among  the  trees  as.  not  to  be  able  to  flee 
a  hundred  paces,  but  run  their  heads  againft  every 
tree,  and  foon  fall  breathlefs  #. 

The  wild  sheep  f,  called  by  the  Mongoles  ar* 
gali,  and  the  rock- ram,  kamennoi-baran,  are 
met  with  in  the  fayane,  the  nertfehinfluan  and 
altayan  mountains,  alfo  in  Daouria,  on  Caucafus 
and  in  Kamchatka.  The  argali  is  larger  and 
more  powerful  than  the  dam  ftag  J ;  but  the  ram 
is  larger  ftill,  whofe  exuberant  homs  alone  weigh 
full  forty  pounds.     The  winter  coat  of  this  ani- 

*  Pallas,  travels,  torn*  L  p.  402.  torn.  iii.  p.  204. 
f  Capraamon.  J  Cervus  dama. 

mal 


THE  CHACE.  4&J 

liial  is  long  and  fhaggy,  much  mixed  with  wool ; 
whereas  the  fummer  hair  is  fliort  and  fleek.  They 
live  on  folitary,  dry,  and  woody  mountains  and 
rocks,  \vhere  they  can  feed  on  the  various  bitter* 
and  acrid  mountain-herbs.  The  ftag  is  not  fofhy 
as  the  argali,  with  which  it  is  almoft  impoflibie  to 
come  up.  They  are  of  uncommon  fpeed  in*  run- 
ning, and' when  purfued  make  tortuous  circuits,  * 
and  often  double  upon  the  hunters.  Though  this 
animal  be  fo  wild  when  full  grown,  nothing  is  fo 
eafy  to  tame  as  the  lambs  that  are  taken,  and  to 
habituate  them  to  milk  and  fodder.  The  kam* 
ennoi-baran  keeps  entirely  to  the  high  inacceffible 
rocks  and  never  approaches  inhabited  diftrids.  — • 
The  wild  boar  is  found  in  the  fteppes  of  the 
Samara  and  the  Volga,  in  the  confines  of  the  riv<*r 
Ural,  in  Daouria,  and  even  about  the  Irtyfli.  Be- 
tween the  Ural  and  the  Yemba  they  are  extremely 
numerous ;  where  they  are  hunted  in  winter  by 
the  Kozaks,  not  without  danger,  with  dogs,  and 
killed  fomctimes  with  carabines,  and  fometimes 
with  lances.  Thefe  animals,  who  feed  folely  oa 
the  roots  of  fea-weed  and  fedge,  grow  to  fach  an 
extraordinary  fize,  that  they  are  frequently  found 
weighing  upwards  of  fix  hundred  pounds ;  their 
bacon  is  near  four  inches^thick  m  ikt,  though  their 
flefh  in  general  is  dry  and  firm,  and  well  fla- 
voured. 

Of  the  feveral  generally-known  fpecies  of  eat- 
able wild*  animals,   Ruffia  is  in  ,  pofleflkm  of  no 

fmall 
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fy#)\  ftpre;  but  we  flxall  here  break  off  from  any 
fcrthfr  accw»t  of  thenar  left  we  begin  to  burden 
$#  revert  patience  with  analogical  defcriptions, 
vhtih  he  way  find  w»  books  already  in  his  poffef- 
Itorj.  I»  the  more  cultivated  and  thickly-iuba- 
bitdd  diftri&s  of  the  empire,  this  valuable  provi- 
&m)\W  been  Ipng  becoming  fencer  from  day  to 
cjay;  fr)t  there  are  ftill  large  tradte  enough  in 
yh^h  thtfe  fpeews  of  animal*  may  multiply  uu- 
ftotffted,  and  wh$re  mankind  b*ye  not  yet  cou- 
tended  with  them  for  the  dominion  over  the  earth 
and  fa  production* 
.  Wihvr^owt^  if.  likewife  everywhere  here  in, 

« 

great  abundance,  fo  that  even  the  moil  cultivated 
regiooe  can  fuffer  po  want  Among  the  mod  far 
vowy*  w  wall  ai»  waft  common  kinds  of  then*, 
are  wild  ducks  and  geefe,  fwans,  woodcock*, 
Oiip^a,  buftarcU,  foqw-birds,  pheafants,  partridges, 
#c.  .  The  FJ-ocB-aiftD*  are  particularly  remarks 
Abie,  which  come  in  flight*  from  the  northern 
climes  to  the  fouthern  fteppes,  where,  upon  thf 
innumerable  lakes,  they  find  an  agreeable  fqjourn 
and  plenty  of  foqd.  The  flocks  of  thefe  birdi 
that  come  in  the  fpring  acrofe  the  water  abide 
npon  the  warm  fteppes  early  left  by  the  &qw, 
where  they  pick  up  their  nourishment  from  the 
fproutiug  herbs,  only  till  the  northern  rivers  are 
free  from  ice.  Then  they  are  feen  to  (leer  their 
TOurfe  northward^  which  generally  happens  about 
the  beginning  of  April.    Some  Jpecies  of  them  go 

quite 
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quite  aw4y;  ihoft  of  them  remain  in  moderate 
numbers  behind,  and  people  the  fouthern  lakes ; 
while  others  fettle  entirely  in  the  warmer  diftrifts. 
AH  the  birds  that  have  netted  in  the  north  fly 
back  again  in  autumn  fouthwards,  and  remain  in 
the  well- watered  diftrifts,  generally  till  the  winter 
fets  in,  when  they  tend  farther  fouthward,  com- 
pelled to  wing  their  lofty  flight  acrofs  the  fea,  to 
Which  certain  kinds  of  them  are  impelled  by  an 
unknown  inftinft.  Firft  come  the  common  wild 
geefe  and  feveral  fpecies  of  ducks ;  foon  after- 
wards the  northern  geefe  and  cranes ;  and  laftly 
,  the  ice-duck  in  great  multitudes.  '  As  foon  as  the 
people  of  thefe  regions  perceive  the  arrival  of  the 
birds,  which  alight  upon  the  lakes  in  innume- 
rable companies,  the  capture  of  them  begins, 
which  the  boors  carry  on  when  the  harveft  is  got 
in.  This  fort  of  fowling  is  in  fome  diftrifts,  for 
iYiftance  in  the  government  of  Ufa,  fo  remarkkble, 
that  it  deferves  to  be  here  particularifed.  The 
geefe  are  caught  flying,  in  nets,  in  the  following 
manner : 

The  fpot  for  this  purpofe  muft  be  chofen  near 
a  lake,  having  the  greater  part,  or  at  leaft  one 
fide  of  it,  furrounded  by  a  birch-wood.  As  it  is 
the  cuftom  of  the  geefe  to  fly  every  morning  at 
fun-rife  to  pafture  on  the  cora-»fields,  and  at  even- 
ing to  return  to  the  lake,  the  fowlers  having  re- 
marked the  track  they  take,  fet  to  work  to  cut, 

vol.  ii.  a  h  once 
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once  for  all,  a  broad  vifta  in  the  woad  in  tha$ 
dire&iop,  which  the  geefe  foou  difcover,  and  pre* 
fently  take  to  it :  as  it  is.  difficult  for  them  to  fly 
aloft,  and  this  faves  them  that  neceffity.  At  the 
diftauceof  five-and-tweuty  or  thirty  fathom  from 
the  lake,  two  high  birches  axe  kfr  (landing  in  the? 
opening  made  in  the  wood,  dripped  of  their 
branches;  and  between  thefe  the  net  i$ placed, 
about  thirty  elk  in  length,  and  from  feven  to  ten 
ells  in  bieadth,  and  refting  on  two  forked  poles 
w;th  fliarp  points,  the  moving  whereof  the  fowler 
has  in  his  command  by  means  of  a  cord.  The  net 
being  thus  fet  in  the  night,  the  boor  goes  back  as 
far  behind  it  as  the  cord  will  reach,  lavs  himfclf 
down  in  the  grafs,  and  experts  his  prey.  The 
geefe  commonly  begin  to  rife  an  hour  before 
the  fun ;  and  being  unable,  juft  at  peep  of  day, 
to  fee  the  net,  they  infallibly  fly  into  it ;  on  which 
the  rope  is  immediately  flackened,  and  the  geefe 
clofe  the  net  upon  themfelves  by  their  own  mo- 
mentum. In  this  manner,  ten,  twenty,  and  more 
geefe,  are  fnared  at  a  time,  which  yield  one  of  the 
mod  favoury  roafts  in  the  world;  and  fcarcely 
ever  do  the  boors  go  out  of  a  night  for  this  pur- 
pofe  without  fuccefs. 

The  fame  contrivance  is  made  ufe  of  by  the- 
Oftiaks  of  the  Oby,  in  whofe  northern  climates 
the  flock-fowl  arrive  much  earlier.  As  this  happens 
ufually  at  the  firil  thawing  weather,  and  the  birds 

are 
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art  apt  to1  fettle  on  their  feet,  the  Oftiaks  ffcrew 
aflies  on  the  fnow,  to  make  it  diflblve  the  fooner, 
placing  fluffed  birds  as  decoys,  near  which  they 
watch  the  game.  They  have  even  invented  mean* 
for  catching  birds  in  the  air  by  broad  day-light 
To  thw  end  the  bird-catcher,  in  parts  of  the  foreft 
which  he  has  cleared  of  trees,  and  where  his  fea* 
thered  prey  are  accuftomed  to  take  their  flight, 
makes  a  hut  of  wattle^  from  which  he  can  ob* 
ferve  them  without  being  peroeived.  The  net  ii 
laid  on  the  ground  in  readinefs,  tied  to  a  cord 
wbich  runs  over  upright  poles.  Whenever  thft 
Oftiak  thinks  the  flying  bird*  are  near  enough,  he 
fpreads  the  net  in  the  air  by  means  of  the  lines, 
which  are  very  eafily  moved;  whereupon  the 
heavy-bodied  birds,  who  can  feldom  mount  high, 
are  entangled  and  taken.  Should  that  happen, 
however,  then  the  Oftiaks  have  already  placed  at 
fome  diflance  feveral  decoy-geefe,  and  having  the 
art  of  imitating  fo  exaftly  the  calling  founds  of 
thefe  birds  by  a  piece  of  birch-bark  in  their 
mouths,  that  the  flock  of  them  forget  the  net, 
fettle  about  the  decoy-geefe,  and  thus  become  g 
fecond  time  a  prey  to  the  fowler.  —  As  for  the 
fmaller  aquatic-birds,  none  of  thefe  northern  peo»* 
pie  think  it  worth  their  while  to  catch  them ;  at 
moft  they  employ  themfelves  in  taking  the  larger 
kinds  of  ducks,  and  the  abundance  of  thefe  wild 
birds  is  fo  great,  that  the  inhabitants  are  enabled 
to  fait  provifion  of  them  enough  for  the  whole 

h  h  ft  year, 
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year,    and  in  the  ipring  have  fiill  a  number  re- 
maining to  throw  away  *. 

In  the  fouthern  aftrakhan  fteppes  they  make 
ufe  of  an  ingenious  and  fiinple  invention  for 
catching  on  the  level-ground  the  hcathcocks, 
which  are  here  in  great  abundance.  The  bird- 
catcher,  to  this  purpofe,  provides  himfelf  with  a 
fcrcen  of  white-linen  ftretched  in  a  frame  and 
with  it  can  be  drawn  together;,  to, this  he  adds  a 
cylindrical  net  fixtcen  feet  in  length  held  ipread 
out.  by  cords,  and  at  its  open  end  he  puts  two 
wings. which  are  ever  getting  farther  from, -each 
other.  When  he  goes  fowling,  he  holds  the 
fcreen  before  him,  that  the  birds  may  not  per- 
ceive him,  at  the  fame  time  following  them  with 
his  eyes  through  a  hole  made  in  the  linen.  As 
foon  as  he  defcrics  a  flock  of  heathcocks,  he 
fprcads  the  net  which  he  carries  at  his  back,  fome 
hundred  paces  from  them  in  the  manner  above 
defcribed,  taking  fuch  a  pofition,  that  the  game, 
come  in  a  line  with  the  fcreen  and  the  net.  Then 
with  the  former  he  makes  a  (light  noife  and  drives, 
the  birds  gradually  between  the  wings  and  towards 
the  net,  into  which  thefe  timid  and  filly  creatures, 
fpontaneoufly  run  |. 

.    The  common  forts  of  water-fowl  and  the  fcveral 
gallinaceous  fpecics^  are  fo  plenty,  and  that  even 

/  *  Pallas,  travels,  torn.  ti.  p.  324-  torn.  iii.  p.  92. 

•f  Guldenft^dt's  travels  through  Ruilia  and  in  the  caucafean 
mountains,  torn.  ii.  p. -96. 
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In  the  governments  which  are  the  poorcft  in  wild 
animals,  that  they  form  an  ordinary  and  not  very 
-coftly  difh.  Even  Livonia  is  corifiderably  rich  in 
well-flavoured  wild-fowl,,  and  the  pricfe  of  it  in 
fome  parts  at  a  diftance  from  towjis  is  fa  low,  that 
a  bwftard,  fometimes  of  twenfy  pounds  "weight* 
cofts  no  more  than  thirty  or  forty- 1t6peefcfc%'-  Iri 
the  government  of  St.  Peterfbuf>g;  where- the 
forefts  are  already  very  thin,-  arid  where  the  prodi- 
gious demands  of  the  refiderice  make- an  exceed* 
ingly  great  provifion  neceffary^partridgefr,  -phetf- 
fants,  woodcocks,  fnipes,  fnow-'bifds,  and  heath- 
cocl^s,  ate  amOngft  the  moft  comhrcm  biiVls  that 
are  eaten.  Here  the  woodcocks  even  keep  toge* 
ther  in  families,  and:the  captuterof  them  is  very 
produftive.  But  the  greater  part  of -thefe  articles: 
of  confumption  6ome  frozen  to  theSpdpukms  tt)Wfl& 
in  winter  from  diftant  forefts.-  Packed5 up  in  fnaw, 
and  prefcrved  from  putrefa&ion  by  the  cold,  they 
are  often  brought  many  thoufand  verftsto  a  great 
market,  where  the  pric£  of  them  is  notwithftand* 
ing  very  moderate, 

Ere  we  clofe  this  article,  we  ^uft  not  forget  to 
mention  one  more  fpecies  of  wild  birds  the  chace 
whereof  is  alike  important  both  to'  induftry  and 
luxury,  that  is,  the  eider-fowl,  which  harbour 
aybout  the  coafts  of  the  lyijite-fca  and  the  North- 

» 

•  ?  Friede's  phyfical,  ooconomical,  and  ftatiftic&I  remarks  on.) 
f4yonia  and  EHhonia,  p.  252. 
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emroc&p.    It  i*  tbii  bir4  which  fiipplw  the  fine 

and  fbft  domi  that  ia  ?U  cowtriw  is  fo  much 
efteemed.  In  order  to  obtain  it  the  fowler  rouft 
e*pofe  hirofelf  to  the  greateft  dangers,  a*  the 
«dfr-fQwl  vfaaUy  mate  their  neft*  in  clefts  of  the 
jock*  or  on  iaaeoefl&We  cliife,  and  never  come 
far  oq  land  from  the  iijaada  or  fea-coafh.  One 
of  thefe  neft?  contain  five  or  fix  eggs  *  carefully 
covered  with  feathers,  plucked  by  thefe  birds 
from  their  own  breafa.  When  they  are  driven 
out  of  eve  *eft,  they  W\U  another,  which  they 
again  fill  with  down,  and  when  this  alfo  is  become 
a  joey  to  thew  rapacious  perfecutw,  tbqy  build  a 
third  qad  la&  which  they  Hoe  more  copioufty 
with  down  than  either  of  the  former.  All  the 
feathers  which  the  eider-bird  does  not  itfelf  pluefe 
•at  are  ftort  and  coarfe;  but  even  thofe  which 
^re  taken  out  of  the  neft»  muft  ho  carefully 

•  Thafe  eggt  aro  ftr  fuperior  in  ttfto  to  thofe  of  any  of  tip 

^omeflip  poultry,  and  are  therefore  in  great  requeft  in  the  parta 
about  Kola  as  an  agreeable  and  important  article  of  food* 
From  this  circumftance,  and  from  the  early  robbing  the  nefts  of 
the  down  before  the  birds  have  reared  their  young,  they  are 
already  become  very  fearer  abo«t  Kola*    If  die  people  would 
tpt  leave  this  )al£er>  the  eider-fowl  would  not  indeed  that 
fummer  make  the  fecpnd  and  third  nefts,  but  this  1q&  would  be 
amply  compenfated  by  their  greater  increafe.    Bcfidcs,  in  an 
undiftutbed  neft  fhr  more  down  is  found,  and  the  benefit  derived 
from  the  fecond  and  third  nefta  is  very  uncertain,  as  thefe  are 
commonly  built  at  a  great  difbaee,  and  on  the  fommUt  of  fa- 
acccllible  rocks. 

cleanfed, 
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cleanfed,  whence  it  is,  that  6f  &  pood  of  down 
colle&ed,  fcarce  fifteen  pound  is  obtained  clear, 
which  ibrne  few  years  ago  was  fold  at  Archangel 
at  two  rubles  the  pound  *  The  greater  part  of 
thfe  down  brought  to  market  at  Archangel  comes 
from  Novaya  Zemli*  and  Spitsbergen,  where  thfc 
people  who  go  ofut  for  the  capture  of  fea-ahimals 
occasionally  colleft  it ;  fn  the  diftrift  of  Kola  it  is 
not  indeed  found  in  fuch  quantities,  but  on  ac- 
count of  the  fmalter  vent  for  ft?  ft  is  much  cheaper 
than  at  Archangel. 

This  eidef-dowri  and  the  cotaimon  forts  of  fea* 
triers,  colle&ed  from  other  birds,  form  no  incon- 
fidefabte  article  6f  exportation ;  for  in  the  year 
1795,  for  example,  it  amounted  to  10,551  pound, 
the  value  of  which  exceeded  85,000  rubles.  So 
much  the  more  amazing  it  is  that  Rutiia  impeftts 
annually  quills  to  the  value  of  more  than  a 
thoufand  rubles.  They  are  indeed  drawn ;  but 
a$  this  art  is  very  eafy,  that  expence,  which  in- 
confiderable  as  it  is,  is  always  unneceffary,  deferves 
fome  inquiry.  If  the  tame  geefe  ihould  prove  not 
fufficient  to  fupply  this  deficiency,  nothing  more 
is  neceftary  than  to  make  ufe  of  the  feathers  of 
the  wild  fowl,  and  particularly  the  fwans,  which 
in  many  parts  uncommonly  abound.  —  At  any 
rate  this  chace  might  be  rendered  more  profitable, 
were  it  to  be  extended  to  feveral  fpecies  of  wild 

•  Guldenftsedt's  academical  difcourfe  in  the  St.  Pcterflrarg 
journal,  vol.  iv.  p.  38. 
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fowl  at  prefent  held  in  no  eftimation  in  Ruffia, 
and  which  would  efpjecially  be  a  moft  acceptable 
bufinefe  for  the  Kalm.uks  and  the  nogayian  Tartars^ 
who  are  very  expert  in  falconry.     From  many 
kinds  of  birds  likewjfe  feathers  for  beds  ipight  be 
obtained,  which  would  doubly  repay  the  trouble 
attending  it,   and  this  ufeful  luxury  be  rendered 
more  general  in  Ruffia.     Theu,   \yere  the  flefh  to 
be  falted  clown,  a  new  material  of  cqnfumption, 
and  a  new  branch  of  inland  commerce  would  be 
gained.     The  feathers  of  the  white  herns,  great 
and  fmall,  make  a  part  of  the  ornaments  of  drefe 
with  the  ladies  of  Europe,  and  are  likewife  ufed  to 
decorate  the  turkifh  turbans,  on  the  ftage,  and  on 
other  occafions :  Ruffia  might  fave  the  expence  of 
this  article  of  fafhion,  if  the  chace  of  thofe  fowl, 
which  are  very  common  about  the  Cafpian  and 
the  Euxine,  were  more  diligently  purfued.  —  Not 
the  fuperfluity  of  produces  left  to  grow  wild,  but 
the  variety,  choice,  and  direftion  of  the  induftry 
of  the  natives,  are  the  means  by  which  the  wealth 
of  nations  is   augmented;    and  it  is  proved  by 
more  than  one  example,   that  countries  favoured 
with  the  greateft  bounties  of  nature,  are  depend 
dent  for  the  neceffaries  of  life  on  poorer  climes. 
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H  AV I N  G  no  room  left  me,  except  this,  fo„ 
corre&ing  a  miftake  in  my  former  edition  * 
concerning  captain  Richard  Chancellor,  an4 
his  expedition  to  the  coafts  of  the  White-fea, 
yathpr  than  negleft  it  entirely,  becaufc  it  was  fug- 
gefted  to  me  too  late  for  rectification  in  its  proper 
place,  I  thought  it  beft  here  to  infert  the  whole 
paflage  as  now  reformed,  and  to  embrace  that  op- 
portunity for  adding  the  documents  concerning 
the  firft  eftablifhment  of  the  Englhh  in  Ruffia, 
which  I  have  fince  obtained. 
*  Upwards  of  two  centuries  and  a  half  had  tha 
Hanfe  monopolized  almoft  the  whole  of  the  fo- 
reign trade  to  Ruffia;  and  now  the  decline  of 
Novgorod,  the  induftry  of  the  livonian  cities,  and 
the  appearance  of  fhips,  from  other  countries,  in 
the  Baltic,  were  threatening  the  downfall  of  the 
hanfeatic  commerce,  when  an  unexpefted  difco- 
v^ry  brought  the  Englifli  acquainted  with  a  fea, 
the  coafts  whereof  offered  them  an  immediate 
connexion  with  the  inland  provinces  of  the  ruf- 
fian empire.  This  (iroke  was  decifive.  The  Hanfe, 

•  Book  xij.  fef*.  i.  in  the  prefent  edition  vol.  iii.  p,  431. 
The  inadvertence  was  firft  pointed  out  to  me  by  a  writer  in  (he 
Monthly  Magazine,  July  1,  1800,  when  that  part  of  the  work 
was  already  printed,  the  third  volume  having,  for  fome  typo- 

gpphical  reafons,  been  finiihed  before  the  fecond. 
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by  its  fuperiority  in  the  Baltic,  had  excluded  all 
the  maritime  natiotls  from  the  ruffian  commerce ; 
to  prevent  their  failing  to  the  White-fea,  was  be- 
yond the  reach  of  their  power.  The  tittfje  irtth 
Ruflia,  which  had  hitherto  been  ia  fame  meafure 
a.  monopoly  of  the  hanfeatic  league,  was  now 
opened  to  all  commercial  nations,  though,  for  a 
long  time  afterwards,  it  was  confined  entirely  to 
the  Engliflu 

This  country,  from  its  irtfular  fituaticfa,  and 
other  circumftances,  being  mort  favoured  by  na- 
ture for  navigation  and  commerce  than  any  other 
in  Europe,  had  only  of  late  begun  to  perceive  and 
to  employ  thefe  advantages.  Long  had  flie  b£ei* 
dependent  in  her  maritime  commence  oft  the  gfer- 
man,  flemifti,  and  Italian  iftduftry ;  but  her  very 
firft  exertions  on  that  element,  which  ihe  at  pre* 
fent  rules,  evidently  fhewed  Whfrt  was  to  he  ex^ 
pe&ed  from  her.  The  difcottty  of  the  fouthem 
paffage  to  the  Eaftindies,  had  entirely  dffiocited 
the  former  fyftem  of  general  commerce  ;  th6  In- 
dian traffic,  the  grand  objeft  of  mercantile  efforts, 
had  thereby  fallen  into  the  haftds  of  the  Portu- 
gueze,  who  were  refolved  to  appropriate  it  exciu- 
fively  to  themfelves.  By  this  tfay  it  was  next  to 
impofiible.for  any  other  nation  to  obtain  even  the 
fltghteft  ihare;  England  therefore  bent  her  en- 
deavours to  find  out  another.  The  Portugueze 
had  circumnavigated  Africa:  the  Englifh  ven- 
tured 
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tured  now  upon  the  trial,  whether  it  might  not 
fee  practicable  to  foil  round  Europe  *. 

It  was  in  the  year  1553,  during  the  reign  of 
king  Edward  VI.  that  the  famous  navigator,  Se- 
baftian  Cabot,  made  the  propofal  to  go  in  queft 
of  a  north-eaft  paffage  to  China  and  the  Indies. 
Three  ihips  were  fitted  out  for  thid  enterprife,  and 
fir  Hugh  Willoughby  had  the  chief  command. 
He  failed  from  Deptford,  and  reached  the  72d 
degree  of  north  latitude.  Here  the  veffefe  wer* 
difperfed  in  a  violent  ftorm,  and  one  of  them  went 
to  the  bottom,  Willoughby  ran  his  fhip  into  a 
harbour  of  ruffian  Lapland,  where  he  was  frozen 
to  death  with  aH  his  crew.  Only  the  third  ihip, 
the  Bonaventure,  commanded  by  Richard  Chan* 
celtor,  happily  reached  Wardhuys,  m  Norway, 
whence,  after  waiting  fome  time  in  fruit  left  ex- 
peftation  of  being  joined  by  the  reft,  he  profe* 
cnted  hia  voyage  to  the  White-fea.  Hew  he  en- 
tered the  mouth  of  the  Dvina,  and  dropped  an- 
chor near  the  monaftery  of  St  Nicholas,  juft  at 
the  place  where  afterwards  the  harbour  of  the 
archangel  Michael  was  conftruded.     From  this 

•  Haokkyt's  principal  navigations  of  the  englWk  nation.—* 
Coye's  travels  through  Ruffia,  vol.  ii.  —  dementis  Adasd, 
Anglorum  navigatio  ad  Mofcovitat.  Rer.  Mofc.  aa£L  var. 
p.  142,  et  feq. — Von  der  erften  ankonft  der  Englander  and 
dtx  errichtong  ihres  hsndels  in  Rufeland,  von  J.  Bacmeifter,  im 
Si.  FtttiA.  Joocm  torn.  ir.  pi  83  —  104.  130—174-  220 
—2*7% 

monaftery 
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jnqnaftery  Chancellor  named  the  place  where  he 
had  ftationed  his  fliip,  the  bay  of  St  Nicholas.— T 
This  memorable  event  happened  feven  hundred 
years  fubfequent  to  the  difcovery  of  Othere,  and 
about  thirteen  hundred  years  after  the  fiYft  detect 
tion  of  thefe  coafts.  Eor  a  fpace  of  three  hundred 
and  thirty-fix  years,  the  W^ite-fea  had  not  been 
navigafctf.  /•..■-., 

The  engliih  expedition,  which,  fet  out  on  its 
commiftion  under  fuch"iinfavourable.aufpicesr  had 
not  indeed  been  able  ^completely  to  attain  its 
proper  objefifc ;  yet.  the  accidental  difcovery  here 
made  by  Chancellor,  feemed  to  him.fome  cqui- 
penfation  for  his  defeated  expectation^.  He  no 
fooner  learnt  that  the  fhore  on  which  he  had 
landed  belonged  to  Ruffia,  than  he  perceivecj  *ther 
great  benefit  that  w££  likely  to  arife  to  the  com-: 
uierce  of  his  country,  from  this  fortunate  difco- 
very. Accordingly  he  replied  to  the  interrogato- 
ries of  the  ruffian  voyvodes,  that  he  was  come  in 
the  defign  of  concerting  a  mercantile  connexion 
with  Ruffia. 

Tzar  Ivan  Vaffillievitch,  having  intelligence  of 
the  arrival  of  thefe  ftrangers,  immediately  ordered 
them  to  be  concluded  to  Mofco,  at  his  expence. 
This  difcovery  was  the  more  agreeable  to  him,  as 
the  felf-interefted  behaviour  of  the  Hanfa  had 

« 

long  fince  excited  hjs  difpleafure,  and  particularly 
as  the  wars  he  w^s  then  carrying  on  in  .Livonia 
greatly  impeded  the  trade  to  his  country  by  the 

Baltic. 
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Baltic  IncefTantly  occupied  with  the  idea  of 
railing  the  confequence  of  his  empire,  and  im- 
proving, the  manners  of  his  people  by  a  nearer 
intercourfe  with  foreign  nations,  he  defcried  in 
this  event  the  germ  of  a  moral  revolution,  which 
he  had  already  taken  fo  much  pains  to  bring 
about.  Chancellor  was  admitted  to  an  audience, 
at  which  he  prefented  to  the  tzar  a  letter  from  his 
fovereign,  dire&ed  to  all  the  northern  and  oriental 
princes,  and  drawn  up  in  feveral  languages.  Thefe 
letters  were  expreffive  of  a^defire  to»  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  with  fuch  princes 
and  nations  as  might  be  difcovered  by  the  engliih 
navigators. 

Some  dutch  merchants  from  Novgorod,  who 

§ 

happened  juft  then  to  be  in  Mofco,  ufed  every 
artifice  to  infill  fuipicions  into  the  tzar,  that  the 
Englishmen-  were  a  gang  of  pirates ;  but  the  tzar 
treated  their  bafe  fuggeftions  with  due  contempt. 
Captain  Chancellor  had  feveral  conferences  with 
the  officers  of  (late,  and  at  length  obtained  an 
epiftolary  anfwer  to  his  monarch,  in  which  the 
Engliih  were  certified  of  meeting  with  every 
poflible  encouragement  in  fettling  a  trade  with 
Ruffia.  The  letter  was  compofed  in  the  ruffian 
tongue,  accompanied  with  a  german  tranflation. 

The  account  given  by  Chancellor  on  his  return, 
excited  a  very  lively  fatista&ion  in  England.  -  Tl  e 
undertakers  of  the  firft  voyage  of  difcoVery,  'had 
hitherto  formed. only  a  private  partnerfhip;  they 

were 
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were  now  incorporated,  by  a  charter  of  queett 
Mary,  into  a  company,  as  already  fubfifting, 
under  the  title  of  Merchants  adventure** 

FOB   THE  DISCOVERY  OF    LANDS  UNKNOWN.      In 

the  year  1555,  Chancellor  made  a  fecond  voyaga 
to  Ruffia,  taking  with  him  fome  agents  from  the 
company,  provided  tjy  their  conftituents  with  a 
fet  of  circuraftantial  inftru&ions;  at  the  fame 
time  he  conveyed  to  the  tzar  a  letter  fobfcribed 
by  Philip  and  Mary.  —  On  this  occafion  the 
company,  which  we  fliall  henceforth  fuccin&ly 
call  the  Russia  company,  received  from  the  tzar 
a  patent  of  licence  to  fettle  and  trade  in  all  parts 
of  the  ruffian  dominions,  free  of  all  taxes  and 
ixnpofts  whatever. 

As  thefe  feveral  documents  and  records  ftiil 
fubfift  in  the  englifb  of  the  times,  and  copies  of 
then  being  in  the  hands  of  very  few  perfons,  I 
fhali  here  infert  them  for  the  fatisfe&ion  of  the 
leader. 

"  Ivan  Vaflillieviteh,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
emperour  of  Ruffia,  great  duke  of  Novgorod, 
Mofcouia,  &c.  to  all  people  that  fliall  fee,  reade, 
heare,  or  vadtrftand  thefe  prcfents,  greeting. 
Eora&mch  aa  God  hath  planted  all  realmes  and 
dominions  in  the  whole  world  with  fnndry  com- 
modities, fo  as  the  one  hath  need  of  the  amity 
and  commodities  of  the  other,  and  by  meanes 
tfeereof;  tratfike  vfedfiom  one  to  another,  and 
amity  thocby  inereafed;  and  &r  that  as  amongft 

a  men 
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men  nothing  is  more  to  be  defired  then  amity, 
without  the  which  no  creature,  being  of  a  naturall 
g$pd  diipofition,  can  Hue  in  quietnefie,  to  that  it 
$  as  troublefome  to  be  vtterly  wanting,  as  it  is 
perceiued  to  be  grienous  to  the  body  to  lacke 
ayre,  fire,  or  any  other  necefiaries  moft  requiiite 
for  the  conferuation  and  maintenance  thereof  ia 
health ;  confidering  alfo  how  needfuil  merchan- 
dize is,  which  furniiheth  \nen  of  all  that  which 
is  conuenient  for  theyr  liuing,  and  nouriture;  for 
their  clothing,  trimming,  the  fatisfyiog  of  their 
delights,  and  all  other  thinges  conuenient  and 
profitable  for  them ;  and  that  merchandize  bring* 
eth  the  lame  commodities  from  diuers  quarters,  in 
fo  great  abundance,  as  by  meanes  thereof  nothing 
i&  lacking  in  any  part ;  and  that  all  things  be  ia 
euery  place  (where  entercourfe  of  merchandises  is 
receiued  and  embraced)  generally  in  fmch  fort,  a* 
artity  thereby  is  entered  into,  and  planted  to  co»r 
tinue,  aod  the  inipyers  thereof  be  as  men  liuing 
in  a  golden  world :  Upon  thefe  refpq&s,  and  other 
weighty  and  good  confideratums,   va  herewtA 
npoouing,  and  chiefly  vpon  the  contemplation  of 
the  gracious  letters,  dircded  from  the  right  high, 
right  excellent,  and  right .  mighty  qucene  Maiy; 
by  the  grape  of  God,  queene  of  England,  Franc* 
&c,  in  the  fayor  of  her  fubje$s»  merchants,  the 
goucrnor,  confute,  aftiftants,  and  coinminalty  of 
merchants  aduenturers,  for  difconery  of  land* 
&a 

Know 
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Know  ye  therefore,  that  we  of  our  grace  efpe-J 
ciall,  meere  motion,  and  eertaine  knowledge,  hautf 
giuen  and  granted,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  vs/ 
our  heyres  and  fucceflbrs,  doe  giue  and  grant,  as? 
much  as  in  vs  is  and  lyeth,  vnto  Sebaftkif  Cabbta/ 
gouernour,  fir  George  Barnes,  knight,  &c;  con^ 
fuls ;    fir  John  Grefham,   &<?.•    affittants,  and  tof 
the  commifcalty  of  the  aforenamed  fellowflnppe, 
and  to  theyr  fucceffours  for  euer,  and  to  the  file- 
ccflours  of  euery  of  them,  thefe  articles,  grants, 
immunities,  franchifes,   liberties,  ;and  priuileges,  % 
and  euery  of  them  heereafter  following,  expreffed 
and  declared,  videlicet : 

I.  Firft,  we  for  vs,  our  heyres  aiid  fucceffours, 
do,  by  thefe  prefents,  giue  and  grant  free  licence^ 
faculty,  authority,  and  power,  vrlto  the  faid  gou- 
ernour,   confiils,   affiftants,    and  comminalty   of 
the  faid  fcllowfhippe,  and  to  their  fucceffours  for 
euer,  that  ail  and  Angular  the  merchants  of  the 
fame  company,  their  agents,   faftours,  doers  of 
their  bufineffe,  atturneys,  feruants,  and  minifters, 
and  euery  of  them,  may  at  all  times  heereafter  for 
euer,  more  furely,  freely,   and  fafely,   with  theyr 
fhippe?,  merchandizes,  goods,  and  things  what- 
foeuer,  faile,  come,  and  enter  into  all  and  Angular* 
our  lands,   country es,  dominions,   cities,  townes, 
villages,  caftles,  port*,  jurifdi&ions  and  deftrai&s 
by  fea,  land,  or  frelh  waters,  and  there  tary,  abide, 
and  foiourne,   and  buy,  fell,  barter,   and  change 
all   kinde   of  merchandizes  with   all   maner  -of 

merchant* 
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merchants  and  people,  ofwhatfoeuer  nation,  right 
condition,  ilate  or  degrees  they  bee,  and  with  the 
fame  or  other  fhippes,  wares,  merchandizes,  and 
things,  whatfoeuer  they  be,  vnto  other  empyres, 
kingdomes,  dukedomes,  parts,  and  to  any  other 
place  or  places  at  theyr  pleafure  and  liberty,  by 
fea,  land  or  frefliwaters  may  depart,  and  exercife 
all  kind  of  merchandizes  in  our  empyre  and  do- 
minions, and  euery  part  thereof,  freely  and  quietly, 
without  any  reftraint,  impeachment,  price,  exac- 
tion, prcft,  ftraight  cuftome,  toll,  impofition,  or 
fubfidie  to  be  demanded,  taxed,  or  payed,  or  at 
anytime  heereafter  to  be  demanded,  taxed,  &tr 
leuied,  or  inferred  vpon  them  or  any  of  them,  or 
vpon  their  goods,  ihippes,  wares,  merchandizes, 
and  thinges  of  any  of  them,  fo  that  they  (hall  not 
need  any  other  fafe  condu&  or  licence  general!, 
ne  fpeciail,  of  vs,  our  heyres  or  fuccefiburs,  nei- 
ther fhall  be  bound  to  afke  any  fafe  conduct  or 
licence  in  any  *of  the  aforefaid  places  fubieft  vnto 
vs. 

II.  Item,  we  giue  and  grant  to  the  fayd 
merchantes,  this  power  and  libertie,  that  they,  ne 
,any  of  them,  ne  theyr  goods,  wares,  merchandizes 
or  things,  ne  any  part  thereof,  fhall  be  by  any 
meanes,  within  our  dominions,  landes,  countryes, 
caftles,  townes,  villages,  or  other  place  or  places  of 
vour  iurifdidion,  at  any  time  heereafter  attached, 
,ftayed,  arretted,  ne  difturbed  for  any  debt,  duetie, 
or  other  thing,  for  the  which  they  be  not  princi- 
•     vol.  ii.  i  i  pall 
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pall  debtors  or  fuTcties,  ne  alfo  for  any  offence  or 
trefpaffe  committed,  or  that  fhall  be  committed, 
but  onely  for  fuch  as  they,  or  any  of  them,  ihall 
a&ually  commit,  and  the.  fame  offences  (if  any 
fuch  happen)  ihalbe  by  vs  onely  heard,  and  de- 
'termjned. 

III.  Item,  we  giue  and  graunt,  that  the  fakle 
mardhants  frail  and  may  haue  free  libertie,  power, 
apd  authorities  to  name,  choofe;  and  afiigne  bro- 
kers, iliippers,  packers,  wayers,  meafurers,  wa- 
goners, and  all  other  meete  and  neceffarie  la- 
bourers, for  to  feme  them  in  their  feate  of  mar- 
dhandize^  and  minister,  and  giue  vnto  them  and 
euery  of  them  a  corporall  othe,  to  ferae  them  well 
and  troely  n  their  offices,  and  finding  diem  or 
any  of  tftera  doing  contrary  to  "his  or  their  othe^ 
jtnay  punifli  and  difmifife  them,  and  from  time  to 
time  choofe,  fweare,  and  admit  other  m  thek 
'  place,  or  places,  without  eontradi&ion,  let,  vex- 
vaftion,  or  disturbance,  -ekhef  of  vs,  our  hekes  or 
fucceffours,  or  of  any  other  our  juftices,  officers, 
raiaifters,  or  fubia&s  Whatfoeuer. 

IV.  Item,  wee  jgiue  and  graUrtt  vnto  the  iaidfe 
xnarchants  and  their  fucceffours,  that  fuch  perftm 
as  as,  or  ill  all  tee  oonunended  Vnto  *s,  our  toeirefc 
or  fuocefiours,  by  the  goaemour,  confute^  and 
<afisftant6  of  the  faide  fellowship,  reliant  within  tiie 
.cftie  of  London  within  the'realme  df  Englande,  to 
bee  their  chiefe  fa&or  within  this  .our  empke  and 
dominions,  may,  and  fliafl  haue  full  power  a»4 

5  *  *  autboritie 
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authoritie  to  gouerne  and  rule  all  Euglifhmen, 
that  haue  had,  or  fhall  haue  acceffe,  or  repaire  in 
.or  to  this  faide  empire  and  iurifdi&ions,  or  any 
part  thereof,  and  fhall  and  may  mmifter  vnto 
them,  and  euery  of  them  good  iuft  ice,  in  fill  their 
caufes,  plaints,  quarrels,  and  diforders  betweene 
them  mooued,  and  to  be  mooued,  and  afiemble, 
deliberate,  coefult,  conclude,  define,  determine, 
and  make  fuch  a$es,  and  ordinances,  as  hee  fb 
commended  with  his  affiftants  fhall  think  good 
and  meete,  for  the  good  order,  gouernement  and 
rule  of  the  faide  majeh^nts,  and  all  other  Engiiih- 
Jnen  repairing  to  this  our  faide  empire  anjd  domi- 
nions, or  any  part  thereof,  and  to  fet  and  leuie 
ypon  all,  and  euery  JEngliihmen,  offender  or  of- 
fendeia,  of  fuch  their  a&es  and  .ordinances  made, 
and  to  bee  mad*,  penalties,  and  mul&s  by  fine,  or 
jmprifonmcnt 

V.  Item,  if  it  happen,  that  any  of  the  faide 
marchai^ts,  or  other  Englifhman,  as  one  or  more 
doe,  rebeil  gainft  fuch  chiefe  factor  or  fkftors,  or 
his  or  their  deputies,  and  will  not  defpofe  him,  or 
themfelues  to  obey  them,  and  euery  of  them,  as 
ihall  appertaine,  if  the  faide  rebels  or  difobedients 
doe  come,  and  bee  founde  in  our  faide  empire  and 
iuritii&ions,  or  any  part  and  place  thereof,  then 
wee  promife  and  graunt,  that  all  and  euery  our 
officers,  miniflers,  and  fubieds,  fhall  effe&uaHy 
ayde  and  affift  the  faide  chiefe  fa&or,  or  faftors, 
(uid  their  deputies,  and  for  their  power  fhall  really 

i.i  2  worke, 
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worke,  to  bring  fuch  rebell  or  difobedient  rebels, 
Or  difbbedients  to  due  obedience  t  and  to  that 
intent  (hall  lenrie  vnto  the  fame  fa&or  or  faftors, 
and  their  deputies,  vpon  requeft  therefore  to  be 
made^  prifons,  and  inftruments  for  punifhments 
from  time  to  time. 

VI.  Item,  wee  promife  vnto  the  faide  mat- 
chants,  and  their  fucceflburs  vpon  their  requeft, 
to  exhibite  and  doc  vnto  them  good,  exa&,  and 
favourable  iuftice,  with  expedition  in  all  their 
caufes,  and  that  when  they  or  any  of  them,  fhall 
have  acceffe,  or  come  to,  or  before  any  of  our 
juftices,  for  any  their  plaints  mooued,  and  to  be 
mooued  betweene  any  our  fubie&s  or  other 
ftranger,  and  them,  or  any  of  them,  that  then 
they  fhall  bee  firft,  apd  forthwith  heard,  as  foonc 
as  the  partie  which  they  fhall  finde  before  our 
juftices  fhall  bee  depeached,  which  partie  being 
heard  forthwith,  and  aflbone  as  may  bee,  the  faid 
englifh  marchants  fhall  bee  riddeand  difpatched': 
and  if  any  aftioii  fhall  bee  moued  by  or  againft 
any  of  the  faide  marchants,  being  abfent  out  of 
our  faide  empire  and  dominions,  then  fiich 
marchants  may  fubftitute  an  atturney  in  all  and 
lingular  his  caufes  to  bee  followed  as  neede  fhall 
.require,  and  as  fhall  ieeme  to  him  expedient 
•  VII.  Item,  wee  graunt,  and  promife  to  the 
•fakle  marchants,  and  to  their  fucceffours,  that  if 
the  fame  marchants  or  any  of  them  fhall  bee 
wounded,  or  (which  God. forbidde)  flaine  in  any 

:  pait, 
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.part,  or  place  of  our  .empire,  or  dominions^  then 
good  information  thereof  giuen,  wee  and  our 
juftices,  and  other  officers,  fliall  execute  due  cor- 
rection and  punifhment  without  delaye,  according 
to  the  exigence  of  the  cafe :  fo  that  it  fliall  bee 
an  example  to  all  other,  not  to  commit  the  like. 
-And  if  it  ihall  chaunce  the  fa&ors,  feruants,  or 
minifters  of  the  fayde  marchants  or  any  of  than, 
to  trefpafle  or  often  de,  whereby  they  pr  any  of 
them  fliall  incurre  the  danger  of  death  or  puniili- 
ment,  the  goods,  wares,  marchandiics,  and  thinges 
of  their  matters,  ihall  not  therefore  be  forfeited, . 
confifcated,  fpoyled,  ne  feifed  by  any  means,  by 
vs,  our  heires,  or  fucceffours,  or  by  any  our 
officers,  minifters  or  fubie&s,  but  fliall  remaine  to 
their  vfe,  frankc,  free,  and  difcharged  from  all 
punifliment  and  lofle. 

.  VIII.  Item,  wee  graunt  that  if  any  of  the 
englifli  nation  be  arretted  for  any  debt,  hee  ihall 
not  bee  layed  in  prifon,  fo  farre,  as  be  can  put  in 
fiifficient  furctie  or  paune :  neither  fliall  any  fer- 
geant  or  officer  leade  them  or  any  of  them  to 
prifon,  before  he  fliall  haue  l^nowen  whether  the 
chiefe  fa&or  or  fa&ors,  or  their  deputies,  fhal  be 
fureties,  or  bring  in  paune  for  fuch  arretted  :  then 
the  officers  fliall  releafe  the  partie,  and  fliall  fet 
him  or  them  at  libertie. 

IX.  Morcouer,  wee  giue,  graunt,  and  promife 
to  the  faide  marchants,  that  if  any  of  their  ihippes 
or  other  veflcls,  fliall  bee  fpoyled,  robbed,  or  danv» 

i  i  3  niiitd. 
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hified,  in  fayling,  anckoring  or  returning,  to,  6t 
from  our  fayde  empires,  and  dominions,  or  any 
part  thereof,  by  any  pirats,  marchants,  or  other, 
perfon,  whatfop  uer  hee  or  they  bee,  that  then  and 
in  fueh  cafe,  wee  fhall  doe  all  that  in  vs  is,  to 
caufe  reftitution,  reparation,  and  fatisfa&ion  W> 
bee  duely  made  to  the  faide  englifli  merchants  by 
our  letters  and  otherwife,  a$  fhall  ftande  with  ouf 
honour,  and  bee  confonant  to  equitie  and  iu£ 
tice. 

X.  Item,  for  vs,  our  heires  and  fucceffours, 
ifree  doe  promife  and  graunt,  to  perfourme,  main* 
taine,  corroborate,  autenticate,  and  obferue  all 
and  lingular  the  aforefaide  liberties,  franchifes, 
and  priuiledges,  like  as  prefently  wee  firmely  do6 
intende,  and  will  corroborate,  autentike,  and  per* 
forme  the  fame  by  all  meane  and  way  that  wee 
can,  as  much  as  may  bee  to  the  corn  modi  tie  and 
jprofite  of  the  faide  englifh  marchants,  and  their 
fucceffours  for  euer. 

And  to  the  intent  that  all  atid  fingtiler  th6 
faide  giftes,  graunts  and  promifes,  may  be  inuio* 
lably  obfemed  and  perfourmed,  wee  the  laide  Ivan 
Vaffillievitch  by  the  grace  of  God  emperor  of 
Ruifia,  great  duke  of  Novgorode,  Mofco,  &c  for 
vs,  our  heires  and  fucceffours,  by  our  imperiall 
and  lordly  worde  infteade  of  an  othe,  haue  and 
doe  promife  by  thefe  prefents,  inuiolably  to  main- 
teine  and  obferue,  and  caufe  to  bee  inuiolably  ob- 
ferued  and  maintained,  all  and  finguler  the  afore- 
faide 


faide  giftes,  graunts,  and  promife*  from  time  to 
time,  and  at  all  and  euery  time  and  times  here- 
after. And  for  the  more  corroboration  hereof 
haue  caufed  our  fignet  hereunto  to  he  put*  Dated 
in  our  caftel  of  Mofco,  the  20  day  of  Auguft,  in 
the  yeere  7063. 


/ 


The  Charter  of  the  Marchants  of  Ruffia,  graunted 
upon  the  difcouerie  of  the  (aide  countrey,  by 
king  Philip  and  queene  Mary. 

Philip  and  Mary,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
king  and  queene,  &c.  to  all  maner  of  officers, 
true  jurie  men,  miniften  and  fubiefts,  and  to  all 
other  people,  as  well  within  this  our  realme  or 
els  where  vnder  our  obeyfance,  iurifdiftioh,  and 
rule,  or  otherwife  vnto  whome  thefe  our  letters 
fhall  bee  fhewed,  feene,  or  read,  greeting, 

Whereas  wee  be  credibly  infourmed,  that  our 
right  truftie,  right  faithfull,  and  welbeloued  coun- 
failers,  William  marques  of  Wincheftor,  lorde  high 
treafurer  of  this  our  realme  of  England,  Henry 
earle  of  Arundel,  lord  fteward  of  our  houfliolde, 
Iohn  earle  of  Bedford,  lorde  keeper  of  our  priuie 
feale,  William  earle  of  Pembroke,  William  lorde 
Haward  of  Effingham,  lorde  high  admirall  of  our 
faide  realme  of  England,  &c.  haue  at  their  owne 
aduenture,  coaftes  and  charges,  prouided,  rigged, 

i  i  4  and 
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and  tackled  certaine  fhippes,  pinefifes,  and  other 
meete  ueffels,  and  the  fame  furnifhed  with  all 
thinges  neceffarie,  haue  aduaunced  and  fet  for- 
wards for  to  difcouer,  defcrie,  and  finde  iles, 
landes,  territories,  dominions,  and  feigniories  vn- 
knowen,  and  by  our  fubie&s  before  this  not  com- 
monly by  fea  frequented,  which  by  the  fufferance 
and  grace  of  Almightie  God,  it  fliall  chaunce 
them  fayling  northwardes,  northeaftwardes,  and 
northweft  wardes,  or  any  parts  thereof,  in  that  race 
or  courfe  which  other  chriftian  monarches  (being 
with  vs  in  league  and  amitie)  haue  not  heretofore 
by  feas  trafiqued,  haunted,  or  frequented,  to  finde 
and  attain^  by  their  faide  aduenture,  as  well  for 
the  gV>rie  of  God,  as  for  the  illuftrating  of  our 
honour,  and  dignitie  royall,  in  the  increafe  of  the 
reuenues  of  our  crowne,  and  generall  wealth  of 
this  and  other  our  realmes  and  dominions,  and  of 
our  fubie&s  of  the  fame :  and  to  this  intent  our . 
fubie&s  aboue  fpecified  and  named,  haue  moil 
humbly  befeeched  vs,  that  our  abundant  grace, 
fauour  and  clemencie,  may  be  gracioufly  extended 
vnto  them  in  this  behalfe :  whereupon  we  in- 
clined to  the  petition  of  the  forefaid  our  coun- 
failers,  fubie&s  and  marchauts,  and  willing  to  ani- 
mate, aduance,  further  and  nourifli  them  in  their 
faid  godly,  honeft,  and  good  purpofe,  and,  as  we 
hope,  profitable  aduenture,  and  that  they  may  the 
more  willingly,  and  readily  atchieue  the  faine,  of 
our  efpeciall  grace,  certaine  knowledge  and  mecre 

-motion, 
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motion,  haue  graunted,  ami  by  thefe  prefents  doc 
graunt,  for  vs,  our  heires  and  fuccefTotirs,  vnlo* 
our  faide  right  truftie  and  right  faithful),   ahd 
right  welbeloued  counfitilers,  and  the  other  before- 
named  perfons,  that  they  by  the  name  of  mar- 
chants  aduenturers  of  England,  for  the  difcouerie* 
of  lands,  territories,  iles,  dominions,  and  feigni-4 
ories  vnknowen,  and  not  before  that  late  adueh-^ 
ture  or  enterprife  by  fea  or  navigation,  commonly 
frequented  as  aforefaid,  fhalbe  from  hencefoorth' 
one  bodie  and  perpetuall  fellowship  and  commii-* 
naltie  of  themfelues,  both  in  deede  and  in  name/ 
and  them,   by  the  names  of  mar  chants  aduen- 
turers for  the  difcouerie  of  landes,  territories,  iles 
and  feigniories  vnknowen,  and  not  by  the  feas,  and 
nauigations,  before  their  faide  late  aduenture  or 
enterprife  by  fea  or  nauigation  commonly  fre- 
quented, we  doe  incorporate,  name,  and  declare 
by  thefe  prefents,  and  that  the  fame  fellowship  or 
communal  tic  from  hencefoorth  Shall  be,  and  may 
haue  one  gouernour  of  the  faid  fellowfhip,  and 
coramunaltie  of  marchants  aduenturers. 

And  in  confideration  that  one  Sebaftian  Cabota 
hath  bene  the  chiefeft  fetter  foorth  of  this  iourney 
or  voyage,  therefore  we  make,  ordcine,  and  con- 
ftitute  him  the  faid  Sebaftian  to  be  the  firft  and 
prefent  gouernour  of  the  fame  fellowship  and 
communaltie,  by  thefe  prefents.  To  haue  and 
enioy  the  faid  office  of  gouernour,  to  him  the  faid 

Sebaftian 
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Sebaftian  Cabot*  during  his  natural  life,  without^ 
aoMwing  or  dimifiing  from  the  fame  rooroe. 

And  further  more,  we  graunt  vntothe  feme  fel- 
lowship and  communaltie  and  their  fucceflburs, 
that  they  the  faide  fellowship  and  communaltie, 
and  their  fucoeflbrs  after  the  deceafe  of  the  faide 
Sebaftian  Cabota,  fhall,  and  may  freely  and  law- 
fully in  places  conuenient,  and  honeft,  aflemble 
themfelues  together,  or  fo  many  of  them  as 
will,  or  can  aflemble  together,  as  well  within 
our  citie  of  London,  or  elfewhere,  as  it  fhall 
pleafe  them  in  fuch  fort  and  maner,  as  other 
worfhipfull  corporations  of  our  faide  citie  haue 
vfed  to  ^ffemble,  and  there  yeerely  name,  ele& 
and  choofe  one  gouernour  or  two,  of  themfelues, 
and  their  liberties,  and  alfo  as  well  yeerely  during 
the  naturall  life  of  the  faid  Sebaftian  Cabota  nowe 
gouernour,  as  alfo  at  the  eledion  of  fuch  (aid. 
gouernour  or  gouemours  before  his  deceafe,  to 
choofe,  nafrie  and  appoint  eight  and  twentie  of 
the  moft  fad,  difcreete,  and  h on  eft  perfons  of  the 
faide  fellowfhip,  and  communaltie  of  marchant 
aduenturers,  as  is  aboue  fpecified,  and  four  of  the 
moft  expert  and  fkilfull  perfons  of  the  fame 
twentie  eight,  to  be  named  and  called  confuls, 
and  twentie  four  of  the  refidue,  to  be  named  and 
called  afliftants  to  the  faide  gouernour  or  gou- 
emours, and  confuls  for  the  time  being,  which 
ihal  remaine  and  (land  in  their  authorities  for  one 

whole 


ENOUSH   IN   RUSSIA*.  4Q\ 

whole  yeert  then  next  following.  And  if  it  fliatt 
fortune  the  fetid  gouernour,  confuls,  and  affiftants, 
or  any  of  them  fo  to  be  ele&ed,  and  chofen  as  is 
afbre&ide,  to  die  within  the  yeere  after  his  or  their 
eleftion,  that  then  and  fo  often,  it  ihall  and  may 
be  lawfull  to  and  for  the  faide  fellowship,  and 
communaltie,  to  ele6fc  and  chufe  of  themfelues 
other  gouernour  or  gouernours,  confuls  and  af 
fiftants,  in  the  place  and  fteade  of  fuch  as  fo  ihall 
happen  to  die,  to  ferae  out  die  fame  yeere. 

And  further  we  doe  make,  ordeine,  and  con- 
llitute,  George  Barnes  knight  and  alderman  of 
our  citie  of  London.  William  Garret  alderman  of 
out  faide  citie,  Anthony  Hufie,  and  Iohn  Suth- 
cot,  to  be  the  firft  and  prefent  four  confuls  of  the 
feide  felowfliip  and  communaltie  by  thefe  pre- 
fects, to  haue  and  enioy  the  laid  offices  of  confuls 
to  them  the  faid  George  Barnes,  William  Garret, 
Anthony  Hufie,  and  Iohn  Suthcot,  for  terme  of 
one  whole  yeere  next  after  the  date  of  thefe  our 
letters  patents :  and  wee  doe  likewife,  'make,  or- 
deine and  conftitute  fir  Iohn  Grefham  knight; 
fir  Andrew  Iudde  knight,  fir  Thomas  White, 
knight,  fir  Iohn  Yoirke  knight,  Thomas  Offley 
the  elder,  Thomas  Lodge,  Henry  Herdfbn,  Iohn 
Hopkins,  William  Watfon,  WUliam  Clifton,  Ri- 
chard  Pointer,  Richatxl  Chamberlain^  William 
Mallorie,  Thomas  Pallie  the  elder,  William  Allen, 
Henry  Becher,  leffrey  Walkenden,  Richard  Fowies, 

Rowland 
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Rowland  Heyward,  George  Eaton,  Iohn.  Eliot,' 
Iohn  Sparke,  Blafe  Sanders,  and  Miles  Mording, 
to  be  the  firft  and  prefent  twentie  four  afliftants 
to  the  faid  gouernour  or  gouernours,  and  confuls, 
and  to  the  faide  felowfliip  and  communaltie  by 
thefe  prefents,  to  haue  and  enioy  the  faid  offices 
of  afliftants  to  them  for  terme  of  one  whole  veere, 
next  after  the  date  of  thefe  our  letters  patents. 

And  further,  we  for  vs,  our  heires  and  fuc- 
ceffours,  as  much  as  in  vs  is,  will  and  graunt  by 
thefe  prefents  vnto  the  laid  gouernour,  confuls, 
afliftants,  felowfliip  and  company  of  marchants 
aduenturers  aforefaid,  and  to  their  fucceflburs, 
that  the  faid  gouernour  or  gouernouifc,  four  con- 
suls, and  twentie  four  afliftants,  that  now  by  thefe 
patents  are  nominated  and  appointed,  or  that 
hereafter  by  the  faid  felowfliip,  and  communaltie 
of  marchants  aduenturers  or  the  more  part  of 
them,  which  ihalbe  then  prefent,  ftr  from  time  to 
time  to  be  chofen,  fo  that  there ' be  fifteen  at  the 
leaft,  wholy  agreed  thereof,  the  faid  gouernour  or 
gouerners,  or  one  of  them,  and  two  of  the  faide 
confuls  ihalbe  there,  and  twelve  of  the  refidue  of 
the  faid  nomber  of  fifteen  ihalbe  of  the  faid  af- 
fiftants,  and  in  the  abfence  of  fuch  gouernour,  that 
then  three  of  the  (aide  confuls,  and  twelve  of  the 
feide  afliftants  at  the  leaft  for  the  time  being,  ihal 
and  may  haue,  vfe,  and  exercifc  ful  power  and 
authoritie,  to  rule  and  gouerne  all  and  lingular  the 
*  marchants  of  the  faid  fellow/hip  and  communaltie, 

and 
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and  to  execute,  and  do  full  and  fpeedie  iuftice  to 
them,  and  euery  of  then),  in  all  their  caufes,  dif- 
ferences, variances,  controueriies,  quarrels,  and 
complaints,  within  any  our  realmes,  dominions 
and  iurifdi&ions  onely  mooued,  and  to  be  mooued 
touching  their  marchandife,  trafiques,  and  oc- 
cupiers aforefaide,  or  the  good  order  or  rule  of 
them  or  any  of  them. 

Alfo  wee  for  vs,  our  heires  and  fucceffors,  fo 

much  as  in  vs  is,  doe  likewife  by  thefe  prefents 

graunt,   ttet  the  faid  gQuernour,  confute,  affift- 

,  ants,  fellowihip  and  communaltie,  and  their  fuc- 

.  ceflburs,  ihall  and.  may  haue  perpetuall  fucceffion, 

.  and  a  common  feale  which  ihall  perpetually  ferue 

for  the  affaires  and  bufinefie  of  the  faide  fellowship 

*  and  communaltie.    And  that  they  and.  their  fuc- 
ceflburs,  ihall  and  may  be  for  euer  able  perfons, 

.and  capax  in  the  lawe,  for  to  purchafe  and  poffefle 
;in  fee  and  perpetuitie,  and  for  terme  of  life,  or 
.  liues,  or  for  terme  of  yeere  or  otherwife,  landes, 
tenements,  rentes,  reuerfions,  and  other  poffef- 
.fiqns,  and  hereditaments,  whatfoeuer  they  bee,  by 

* 

the  name  of  the  gouernour,  confuls,  affiftants, 
fellowihip  and,  communaltie  of  the  marchants 

•  aduenturers  by  feas  and  nauigations,  for  the  dif- 
couerie  of  landes,  territories,  iles,  dominions  and 
.feigniories  vnknowen,   and  before  the  faide  lad 

aduenture,  or  enterprife  by  feas  not  frequented, 
.as  before,  is  fpecified,  and  by  the  lame  names,  ihal 
.and  may  lawfully  alien,  graunt,  lett  and  fett  the 

fame, 
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feme,  or  any  part  thereof  to  any  perfon  or  perfons, 
able  in  the  lawe  to  take  and  receiue  the  fame.  So 
that  they  doe  not  graunt  nor  alien  the  fame,  or 
any,  part  thereof  into  mortmaine,  without  fpeciaU 
licence  of  vs,  our  heires  or  fucceffours,  firft  had 
and  obtained. 

Alfo,  wee  for  vs,  pur  heires  and  fucceffours 
haue  graunted,  and  by  thefe  prefeiits  doe  graunt 
vnto  the  faide  gouernours,  confuls,  affiftants,  fel- 
iowihip,  and  oommunaltie  of  the  faide  marchants, 
and  to  their  fuoceflbure,  that  they  and  their  fuc- 
cefibure,  AaH,  and  may  lawfully  purchafe  vnto 
them  and  their  fucceffore  for  euer,  landes,  tene- 
ments and  hereditaments  whatfoeuer,  of  the  clean? 
yeerely  value  of  three  foore  fix  pounds,  thirteene 
Shillings  and  fpure  pence  of  lawfull  money  of 
JBnglande  and  not  aboue,  as  well  of  fuch  landes, 
tenements,  and  hereditaments,  as  bee  fcokfen,  or 
fhall  be  holden  of  vs,  our  heires  or  fuceeffburs,  aa 
of  any  other  peifon  or  perfons,  the  ftatutes  pre- 
sided agaiaft  alienations  tnto  mortmaine,  or  any 
of  them,  or  any  article  or  claufe  in  them,  or  any 
43f  them  contained,  or  any  $ther  lawe,  cuftome, 
ftatute,  or  proi^ifion  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife 
^notwiUiftanding.  And  that  they  by  the  name  of 
the  gouernour,  confute,  affiftants,  feHowfhip  and 
lommunaitie  of  marehants  aduenturers,  for  the 
di&ouerie  of  landes,  territories,  iles,  dominions, 
and  ieigfiiories  vnknowen  fey  the  feas  and  nauiga* 
twin,  aad  not  before  the  (hide  late  aduenture  or 

enterpriie 


ENGLISH   IN    RUSSIA.  495 

■enterprife  by  feas  frequented  as  aforefeide,'  (hall 
and.  may  bee  able  in  the  lawe,  to  impleade,  and 
be  impleaded,  to  anfwere,  and  to  be  anfwered,  to 
•defende,  and  to  bee  defended  before  whatfoeuer 
judge  or  juftice,  temporall  or  fpirituall,  or  other 
vperfons  whatfoeuer,  in  whatfoeuer  court,  or  courtes, 
and  in  all  actions  perfonall,  reall,  and  mixt,  and 
in  eueiy  of  them,  and  in  all  plaintes  of  nouel 
diflfeifon,  and  alio  in  all  plaintes,  fuites,  quarrels, 
affaires,  bufinefles  and  demaundes  whatfoeuer  they 
"bee,  touching  and  concerning  the  fakle  fellow- 
lhippe  ami  communal  tie,  and  the  affaires  and 
btffmefie  of  the  fame  onely,  in  as  ample  maaer 
and  forme,  as  any  other  corporation  of  this  our 
realme  may  doe. 

Moreouer,  wee  for  vs,  our  heires  and  foceeff- 
fours,  haue  giuen  and  graunted,  and  by  thefe  pre- 
sents doe  gfue  and  graunt  vnto  the  faide  gou- 
ernour,  confuls,  affiftants,  fellowfliippe,  and  com- 
etttnattie  of  marchants  aduenturers  aforefaide, 
end  to  their  fucceffours,  that  the  faide  gouemour, 
or  gouemours,  confuls  and  affiftants,  and  their 
•fueoeflfoura,  m  maner,  forme  and  nomber  afore 
•rehearfed,  ihall  haue  full  power  and  authorise 
from  time  to  time  hereafter,  to  make,  ordeine, 
eftabMh  and  ereft  all  fuch  ftatutes,  a#es  and 
ordinances,  for  the  gouernement,  good  condition, 
and  lawdable  rule  of  the  faid  feilowihippe  and 
communaltie  of  marchants  aduenturers  afbre&ide, 
as  to  them  fhalhe  thought  good,  meete,  conue- 

nient 
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nient  and  neceffarie,  and  alfo  to  admitte  vnto  the 
faide  corporation  and  fellowfhippe  to  be  free  of 
the  fame,  fuch  and  as  many  perfons,  as  to  them 
fhall  bee  thought  good,  meete,  conuenient,  and 
neceffarie.     And  that  euery  fuch  perfon  or  per- 
fons, as  iliall  fortune  hereafter  to  bee  admitted  into 
the  faide  fellowfhippe,  communaltie  and  corpora- 
tion,  fhall  from   the  time  of  his  or  their  ad- 
mittance, bee  free  of  the  fame :  and  alfo  wee  will, 
and  by  thefe  prefents  graunt  for  vs,  our  heires 
and  fucceffours,  vnto  the  faide  gouernours,  con- 
fuls,  afliftants,  fellowfhip,   communaltie,  of  mar- 
chant  aducnturcrs  aforefaide.   and  to  their  fuc- 
ceffours, that  the  gouernour,  or  gouernours,  con- 
fuls  and  afliftants  of  the  f^me,  in  maner,  forme, 
and  nomber  afore  rehearfed,  and  their  fucceffours, 
for  the  time  being,  fhall,  and  may  haue  full  power 
and  authoritie  by  thefe  prefents  from  time  to  time, 
as  to  them  fliall  feeme  good,  to  limit,  fett,  or- 
deine,  and  make,   mulcts  and  penalties  by  fines, 
forfeitures,   and  imprifonments,  or  any  of  them, 
vpou  any  offender  of  the  faide  fellowfhippe  and 
communaltie,  for  any  offence  touching  the  fame 
fellowfhip  and  communaltie,  and  alfo  that  all  afts 
and  ordinances  by  them  or  their  fucceffours  to  bee 
made,  which  time  fliall  think  not  neceffarie  or 
preiudiciall  to  the  faid  fellowfhip  or  communaltie, 
at  all  times  to  rcuoke,  breake,  fruftrate,  anihilate, 
repeale  and  diffolue  at  their  pleafure  and  libertie. 
And  further,  wee  will  that  if  any  of  the  faide  fel- 
lowfhip 
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lowfhip  and  communakie  fhalbe  foundc  contrar 
j4ou9»  rebellious,  or  difobedient  to  the  faide  gou- 
ernour  or  gouernours,  confute,  aud  the  laide  aflift- 
ants  &r  the  time  being,  or  to  any  ftatutes,  afies 
or  ordinances,  I>y  them  made  or  to  bee  m?de, 
that  then  the  faide  gouernour  or  gouernour^ 
confute,  and  the  faide  affiftants,'  in  maner,  forme, 
and  nember  aboue  fpecifiod,  for  the  time  being, 
ihall  and  may  by  vertue  of  thefe  prefents,  mul&b, 
and  punifh  eucry  fuch  offender  or  offenders,  as 
the  qualitie  of  the  offence  required),  according  to 
their  good  difcretions. 

And  further,  we  will  that  none  of  the  faide  of- 
fender or  offenders,  fhall  decline  from  the  power 
of  the  faide  gouernour  or  gouernours,  confute  and 
affiftants,  in  maner,  forme,  and  nomber  aboue- 
faide  for  the  time  being :  fo  alwayes  that  the  faide 
a&s,  ftatutes  and  ordinances  doe  onely  touch 
and  concerne  the  faide  gouernour  or  gouernours, 
confifls,  affiftants,  and  the  faide  feilowfhippe  and 
communakie  of  our  before  named  marchants 
aduenturers,  or  the  men  of  the  fame  fellowship 
and  communakie,  and  none  other;  and  fo  al- 
wayes, that  fuch  a&s,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  bee 
not  againft  our  prerogatiue,  lawes,  ftatutes,  and 
cuftomes  of  our  realmes  and  dominions,  nor  con- 
trary to  thefeuerall  duetie  of  any  our  fubklta,  to- 
wardes  vs,ourheires  and  fucceffours,  nor  contrary  to 
any  compa&s,  treaties,  or  leagues,  by  vs  or  any  our 
progenitours,  heretofore  had  or  made,  or  hereafter 
by  vs,  our  heires  and  fucceffours  to  bee  made,  to 
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or  with  any  foreiiie  prince  or  potentate,  nor  alio 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  corporation  of  the  maior, 
<ommunalties  and  citizens  of  our  citie  of  London, 
;nor  to  the  preiudice  of  any  perfon  or  perfons* 
bodie  politique,  or  corporate*  or  incorporate,  iuftly 
pretending  clayming  or  hauing  any  liberties, 
iranchifes,  priuiledges,  rightes  or  prehetninencea, 
by  vertue  or  pretext  of  any  graunt,  gift,  or  letters 
patents,  by  vs,  or  any  our  progenitours,  heretofore 
giuen,  graunted,  or  made. 

Moreouer,  we  for  vs,  our  heires,  and  fucceC- 
fours,  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  doe  graunt  vnto 
the  faid  gouernours,  confuls,  afiiftants,  felowflxip 
and  communaltie  of  our  marchants  aforefaid,  that 
their  faid  goucrnour  or  gouernours,  confuls  and 
afiiftants,  and  their  fucceffours  for  the  time  being, 
in  rnanerf  forme,  and  nomber  aboue  rehearfed, 
ihall  haue  ful  power  and  authoritie  to  affigne, 
.conftitute  and  ordaine  one  officer,  or  diuers  of- 
iicers  as  well  within  our  aforefaide  citie  of  Lon- 
don, as  alfo  in  any  other  place  or  places  of  this 
jour  realme  of  England,  or  elfwhere  within  our 
dominions,  which  officer  or  officers,  wee  will  to  be 
named  and  called  by  the  name  of  feriant  or 
feiiants  to  the  fellowship  or  communaltie  of  the 
iaid  marchants,  and  that  the  fame  feriant  or 
feriants,  (hall  and  may  haue  full  power  and  au- 
.thoritie  by  thefe  prefents,  to  take,  leuieand  gather 
all  maner  fines,  forfeitures,  penalties  and  mul&s 
of  euery  perfon  and  perfons,  of  the  faide  fellow- 
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jQitppe  and  communal  tie  conuift,  and  that  fliail 
be  conui&ed,  vpon  or  for  breaking  of  any  ftatutes; 
a&s,  ordinances,  to  be  made  by  the  faide  gou*- 
ernour  or  gouernours,  confuls  and  affiftants  for 
the  time  being. 

And  further,  wee  will  and  alfo  graunt  for  vs, 
our  heires  and  fucceffours,  that  the  faide  officer  or 
officers,  ihail  haue  further  power  and  authoritie 
for  the  default  of  payment,  or  for  difobedience  in 
this  behalfe  (if  neede  bee)  to  fet  handes,  and 
arreft,  -  as  well  the  body  and  bodies,  as  the  goods 
and  chattels  of  fuch  offender,  and  offenders,  and 
tranfgreffers,  in  euery  place  and  places  not  fran~ 
chifed :  and  if  it  ihail  fortune  any  fuch  offender 
or  offenders,  their  goods  and  chattels  or  any  part 
thereof,  to  bee  in  any  citie,  borrowe,  *  towne  in- 
corporate, or  other  place  franchifed  or  priuiledged, 
where  the  faide  officer  or  officers,  may  not  Jaw- 
fully  intromit  or  intermeddle,  that  then  the 
maior,  ihiriffes,  bayliffes,  and  other  head  officers, 
or  minifters,  within  euery  fuch  citie,  borowe, 
towne  incorporate,  of  place  or  places  franchifed, 
vpon  a  precept  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  to  be 
dire&ed  from  the  gouernour  or  gouemours,  con- 
fute and  affiftants  of  the  faide  fellowfliip,  in 
nomber  and  forme  aforefaid,  vnder  the  common 
feale  of  the  faid  felowfhip  and  communaltie  for 
the  time  being,  ihail  and  may  attach  and  arreft 
the  body  or  bodies  of  fuch  offender  or  offenders, 
as  alfo  take,  and  feife  the  goods  and  chattels  of 
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all  and  euery  fitch  offender  and  offenders,  being 
within  any  fitch  place  t>r  places  franchifed,  and 
the  fame  bodie  and  bodies,  goods  aad  chattel  of 
-all  and  euery  fitch  offender  and  offenders,  being 
within  any  fuch  place  or  places  franchiied,  and 
euery  part  thereof  fo  attached  and  feazed,  fcall 
according  to  the  tenor  and  purport  of  the  {aid 
precept,  rdtarne,  and  doHaer  vnto  the  iaide  officer 
or  officers  of  the  afore&ide  feUow/hippe  and  com- 
tatunaltie. 

And  further,  we  wil  and  grannt  for  vs.  our 
heires  and  fttcceflburs,  by  thde  pnefents,  thai;  all 
and  eoery  fuch  maior,  fliirHFe,  bayliffe,  or  other 
head  officers  or  minifters,  of  any  citie,  borowe, 
*owne  incorporate,    or  other  places  iranchifcd, 

.  ihall  not  bee  impeached,  molefted,  vexed,  or  fued 
m  any  our  court  or  coortes,  for  executing  or 
putting  in  execution  of  any  of  the  laid  precept  or 
precepts. 

And  furthermore,  wee  of  our  ample  and 
abundant  grace,  meere  motion,  and  certahte 
knowledge,  for  vs,  our  heires  and  fiiccefibnrs,  .as 
much  as  in  vs  is,  haue"  giuen  and  graunted,  and 
by  thefe  prefents  doe  giue  and  grattnt,  vnto  the 
faid  gouernonr,  confute,  affiftants,   fellowfhippe, 

"and  comminaltie  of  marchants  aduenturen,  and 
to  their  fucceflburs,  and  to  the  fa&or,  andfti&ors, 
affigne  and  affignees,  of  euery  of  them,  full  and 
free  authority,  libertie,  facultie  and  licence,  and 
power  to  faile  to  all  portes,  regions,  dominion^ 
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territories,  landes,  ilea,  iflands,  and  coaftes  of  th* 
feat,  wherefoeue?  before  their  late  aduenture  oft 
enterprife,  vnknowen,  or  by  our  marchants  and 
fohieda  by  the  feas  not  heretofore  commonly  fit* 
quented,  vnder  our  banner,  ftanderd,   flag%  and 
tnfignes,  with  their  lhippe,  ihippes,  harkos,  pin-» 
neffes,  and  all  other  veflels  of  whatioeuer  portage, 
bulke,  quantitie  or  qualitie  they  may  be,  and  with 
any  marriners,  and  men  as  they  will  lqade  with 
them  in  fuch  ihippe  or  ihippes,  or  other  veilels,  at 
their  owne  and  proper  coftes  and  expences,  for  to 
trafique,  defcrie,  difcouer  and  finde,  whatfoeuer 
ile,  iflands,  countries,  regions,  proutncea*  creekea, 
armes  of  the  lea,  riuers  and  ftreames,  as  wel  of 
gentile,  as  of  any  otlier  emperour,  king,  prince, 
gouernour  or  lord  whatfoeuer  h<  or  they  ihalb^ 
and  in  whatioeuer  part  of  the  world*  they  be 
fituated,  being  before  the  faide  aduenture  or  en* 
terprife  vnknowen,   and  by  our  marehanis  and 
fabie&s  not  commonly  frequented :  and  to  enter 
and  land  in  the  fame,  without  any  maner  of  de* 
nying,  paine,  penaltie  or  forfeiture  to  bee  had  or 
taken  by  any  our  lawes,  cuftomes  or  ftatutes  ta 
our  vfQ  or  to  the  vfe  of  our  heires  or  fuoceflbrs  for 
the  fame. 

.  And  we  haue  alfo  gtaynted,  and  by  thefe  pre- 
fects, for  vs,  our  heires  and  fucceflbrs,  doe  graunt 
vnto  the  {aide  gouernours,  confuls,  affiftants,  fel- 
lowihippe  and  comminaltie,  and  to  their  fuccef- 
lours,  and  to.  their  fedora  and  affignea,  and  to 
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cuery  of  them,  licence  for  to  reare,  plant,  ereft, 
and  fallen  our  banners,  ftanderds,  flags,  and  en- 
fignes,  in  whatfoeuer  citie,  towne,  village,  caftle, 
He,  or  maine  lande,  which  fhalbe  by  them  newljr 
found,  without  any  the  penalties,  forfeitures,  or 
dangers  aforefaide,  and  that  the  faid  fellowfhip 
and  comminaltie,    and   their  fucceflbrs,  fa&ors, 
and  affignes  and  euery  of  them,  fhall  and  may 
fubdue,   poffefle  and  occupie,   all  maner  cities, 
townes,  ilea,  and  maine  landes  of  infidelitie,  which 
is  or  ihall  bee  by  them,  or  any  of  them  newly 
fpunde  or  defcried,  as  our  Vaffals  and  fubie&s, 
and  for  to  acquire  and  get  the  dominion,  title, 
&nd  iurifdiftion  of  the  fame  cities,  townes,  caftles, 
villages,  ifles,  and  maine  landes,  which  fliall  bee 
by  them,   or  any  of  them  nawly  difcouered  or 
founde  vnto  vs,  our  hetres  and  fucceffours  for 
•uer. 

And  furthermore,  whereas  by  the  voyage  of 
our  fubie&s  in  this  laft  yeere  [anno  1554.]  at- 
tempted by  nauigation,  towardes  the  difcouerie 
and  difdofure  of  vnknowen  places,  realmes, 
ifiandes,  and  dominions  by  the  feas  not  fre- 
quented, it  hath  pleafed  Almighty  God  to  caufe 
one  of  the  three  fhippes  by  them  firft  fet  foorth 
for  the  voyage,  and  purpofe  abouementioned, 
named  the  Edward  Bonauenture,  to  arriue,  abide, 
and  winter  within  the  empire  and  dominions  of 
the  high  and  mightie  prince  our  coufrn  and  bro- 
ther   lorde    Iohn  Baftivitoh   emperour   of  all 
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Ruilia,  Vladimirikie,  great  duke  of  Mufcovie,  &c; 
Who,  of  his  ciemencie,  for  our  loue  and  zeale, 
did  not  onely  admitte  the  captaine,  and  mar- 
chants  our  fubie&s  into  his*  prote&ion,  and 
princely  prefence,  but  alfo  receiued  and  inter-* 
tained  them  very  gratioufly,  and  "honourably, 
graunting  vnto  them  by  his  letters  addrefled  vnto 
vs,franke  acceffe  into  all  his  feign  iories  and  do- 
minions, with  licence  freely  to  trafique  in  and  out 
with  all  his  fubieds  in  all  kinde  of  marchandife, 
with  diuers  other  gratious  priu Hedges,  liberties 
and  immunities  fpecified  in  his  faide  letters  vnder 
his  fignet :  Know  yee  therefore  that  wee  of  our 
farther  royall  fauour  and  munificence,  of  our 
meere  motion,  certaine  knowledge,  and  fpeciall 
grace,  for  vs,  our  heires,  and  fucceifours,  haue 
giuen  and  graunted,  and  by  thefe  prefents  doe 
giue  and  graunt  vnto  the  fame  gouernour,  con- 
fute, affiftants,  fellowihippe,  and  comminaltie 
aboue  named,  and  to  their  fucceifours,  as  much 
as  in  vs  is,  that  all  the  irtaine  landes,  iles,  portes, 
bauens,  creekes,  and  riuers  of  the  faid  mightie 
emperour  of  all  Ruflia,  and  great  duke  of  Mofco, 
&c.  and  all  and  finguler  otlier  landes,  dominions, 
territories,  iles,  portes,  hauens,  creekes,  riuers, 
armes  of  tfcefea,  of  all  and  other  emperour,  king, 
prince,  rulers  and  goueraers,  whatfocuer  he  or 
they  be  before  the  faide  late  aduenture  or  enterprife 
not  knowen,  or  b)~  our  forefaide  marchants  and 
fubie£b  by  the  feas»  not  commonly  frequented, 
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nor  by  anypart  nor  parcel  thcreofly  ing  flortfcwardes, 
hortheafiwards,  or  northweftwards*  as  is  afbre&id, 
by  fea  fhal  not  be  uifited,  frequented,  nor  haunted 
by  any  our  fubie&s,  other  then  of  the  (aid  company 
and  felowfhip,  and  their  fucceffors  without  efcpreffe 
licence,  agreement,  and  confent  of  the  gouemour, 
confute,  and  affiftants  of  the  iaid  fellowihip,  and 
communaltie  about  named,  or  the  more  part  of 
them,  in  manner  and  number  aforefaid,  for  the 
time  being,  vpon  paine  of  forfeiture,  and  loffe, 
as  well  of  the  fhippe,  and  fhippes,  with  the  ap- 
pertenances,  as  alfo  of  all  the  goods,  marchandize, 
and  things  whatfoeuer  they  be,    of  thofe  our 
fuhie&s,  not  being  of  the  faid  fellowfhippe,  and 
Communaltie,  which  fhall  attempt  or  prefume  to 
faile  to  any  of  thofe  places,  which  be,  or  flmll 
hereafter  happen  to  be  founde,  and  trofiked  vnto, 
the  one  halfe  of  the  fame  forfeiture  to  be  to  the 
vfe  of  vs,  our  heires,  tad  fucceffours,  and  the 
other  halfe  to  be  to  the  vie  of  the  faide  feUew- 
fhippe,  and  communaltie.    And  if  it  fhall  fortune, 
any  ftranger*  or  ftrangers,  for  to  attempt  to  hurt, 
hinder,  or  endamage  the  fame  marchants,  their 
factors*  deputies,  or  affignes,  or  any  of  them,  in 
failing,  going,  or  returning  at  apy  time  in  the 
faide  aduenture,  or  for  to  faile  or  trade  to  or  from 
any  thofe  places,  lands,  or  coaftcs,  which  by  the 
faide  marchants,  their  fa6tors,  deputies,  and  af- 
fignes  haue  bene,  or  fhall  be  defcried,  difcouered, 
and  found,  or  frequented,  as  welt  within  the 
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coaftet  and  Emits  of  genlilfckv  as  wkbia  the  do- 
minions and  feigniories  of  the  faid  mightie  tm* 
perour  and  duke,  and  of  all,  aod^eucry  other 
em  perour,  king,  prince  ruler,  and  goueradu* 
whatfoeuef  he  or  they  be,  before  the  (aide  late 
adnenture  or  eirterprife  not  knowen  by  any  our 
faid  marchanta,  and  fubie&s,  by  the  fea*  sot  com* 
monly  frequented,  and  lying  northwards,  north* 
weftwards,  or  northeaftwarda  as  aforefaid,  then  we 
will,  and  grant,  and  by  thefe  prefents  doe  Ucence, 
and  authorize  for  vs,  our  heires,  and  fucceffora, 
the  faid  marchants,  their  fa&ors,  deputies,  and 
afiignea,  and  euery  of  them,  to  doe  their  beft  in 
their  defenfe,  to  refill  the  fame  their  enterprift^ 
and  attempts..  Willing  therefore,  and  ilraightly 
commanding,  and  charging,  all  and  Angular  our 
officers,  maiors,  iherifes,  efcheators,  cot) /tableau 
bailift,  and  all,  and  fmgular  other  omt  minifterc, 
and  Hege  men,  and  fubic&s  what&ever,  to  be 
aiding,  fauouring,  helping,  and  aflifting  vnto  the 
faid  goucrnoui,  or  gouernours,  confuls,  affiftants, 
fellowihip,  and  communaltie,  and  to  their  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  and  deputies,  fa&ors,  feruants,  and  af- 
fignes,  and  to  the  deputies,  faftors,  .and  aflignes 
of  euery  of  them,  in  executing  and  enioying  the 
premiffes,  as  wel  on  land,  as  in  the  lea,  from  time 
to  time,  and  at  all  times,  when  you,  o  r  any  of  you, 
Jhall  be  thereunto  required.  In  witnes  whereof,  Sec. 
Apud  Weftmona<fterium,  6  die  Feb.  annis  regno* 
rum  noftrorum,  primo  &  fecundo.  Anno  1555. 

Chancellor 


506  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  THE 

Chancellor  returned  to  England  the  very 
year  with  four  (hips,  the  lading  whereof  amounted 
in  value  to  twenty-fix  thoufand  pounds  fterling  ; 
bringing  with  him  a  ruffian  ambafiador,  -  having 
in  his  fuite  fixteen  other  ruffian  noblemen.— 
Three  of  thefe  fliips  went  to  the  bottom  ;  in  one 
of  which  Chancellor  himfelf  loft  his  life,  but  the 
ruffian  ambaffador  was  laved  and  arrived  happily 
in  London,  where  he  received  an  honourable 
reception  both  from  the  court  and  the  Ruffia- 
company. 

.  The  company  now  began  to  think  it  high  time 
to  refunae  their  projed  for  the  difcovery  of  a 
northern  paffage  to  India,  being  thus  aflured  not 
only  of  the  permiffion  but  even.-  of  the  en- 
couragement and  affiftance  of  the  ruffian  govern- 
ment. 

.  ^As  the  inftru&ions  that  were  delivered  on 
letting  out  upon  the  third  voyage  are  curious  in 
many  refpe&s,  it  will  be  proper  to  preferve  them 
here. 

Certaine  inftruftions  deliuered  in  the  third  voy- 
age, anno  1556.  for  Ruffia,  to  euery  purfer, 
and  the  reft  of  the  feruants,  taken  for  the  voy- 
age, which  may  ferue  as  good  and  neceffary 
dire&ions  to  all  other  like  aduenturers. 

L  Firft,.  you  fhall  before  the  fliippe  doth 
begin  to  lade,  goe  aboord,  and  fhall  there  take, 
ami  write  one  inuentorie,  by  the  aduxfe  of  the 
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mailer,  or  of  fome  other  principall  officer  there 
aboord,  of  all  the  tackle,  apparel,  cables,  ankers, 
ordinance,  chambers,  ihot,  powder,  artillerie,  and 
of  all  other  neceffaries  whatfoeuer  doth  belong  to 
the  faid  ihip :  and  the  fame  iuftly  taken,  you  (hall 
write  in  a  booke,  making  the  faid  mailer,  or  fuch 
officer  priuie  of  that  which  you  haue  fo  written,  fa 
that  the  fame  may  not  be  denied,  when  they  ihall 
call  accompt  thereof:  that  done,  you  (hall  write 
a  copie  of  the  fame,  with  your  owne  hand,  which 
you  ihall  deliuer  before  the  ihippe  ihall  depart  for 
the  voyage  to  the  companies  booke  keeper  here  to 
be  kept  to  their  behalfe,  to  the  ende  that  they  may 
be  iuftly  anfwered  the  fame,  when  time  ihall  re- 
quire :  and  this  order  to  be  feene  and  kept  euery 
voyage  orderly,  by  the  purfers  of  the  companies 
owne  ihippe,  in  any  wife. 

II.  Alfo  when  the  ihippe  beginneth  to  lade, 
you  ihall  be  ready  a  boord  with  your  booke,  to 
enter  fuch  goods  as  fliall  be  brought  a  boord,  to 
be  laden  for  the  companie,  packed  or  vnpacked, 
taking  the  markes  and  numbers  of  euery  packe, 
fardell,  truffe  or  packet,  corouoya,  cheft,  fatte, 
butt,  pipe,  puncheon,  whole  barrel!,  halfe  barrel^ 
fyrkin,  or  other  caike,  maunde,  or  baikett,  or  any- 
other  thing,  which  may,  or  ihall  be  packed  by  any 
other  manner  of  waies  or  deuife.  And  firft,  all 
fuch  packes,  or  trufles,  &c.  as  flial  be  brought 
aboord  to  be  laden,  not  marked  by  the  companies 
markc,  you  ihall  doe  the  bed  to  let  that  the  feme 

be 
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be  not  laden,  and  to  inquire  diligently  to  kncrwe 
the  ©imers  thereof,  if  you  can,  and  what  com* 
Moditie  the  fame  is,  that  is  foe  brought  aboord  to 
be  laden :   if  you  can  not  know  the  owners  of 
fach  gpods,  karne  what  you  can  thereof,  as  wel 
mating  a  note  in  your  booke,  as  alfo  to  fend  or 
bring  worde  thereof  to  the  agent,  and  to  fome  ©Be 
*f  the  foure  marchants  with  him  adioyned,  fb 
Ipeedily  as  you  can,  if  it  be  here  laden,  or  to  be 
laden  in  this  riuer,   being  not  marked  with  tbe 
Companies  marke,  as  is  aforefaid :  and  when  tho 
feid  fhippe  hath  receaued  in  all  that  the  com-* 
panies  agent  will  haue  laden,  you  thai  make  a 
iuft  copie  of  that  which  is  laden,  reciting  the  par- 
cels>   the  markes  and  numbers  of  euery  thing 
plainly,  which  you  fhal  likewife  deliuer  ta  the  feyd 
booke  keeper  to  the  yfe  aforefaid. 

HL  Alfo  when  the  £hip  is  ready  to  depart,  you 
ihall  come  for  yonr  cockets  and  letters  to  ther 
agent,  and  (hall  ihew  him  all  fuch  letters  as  you 
haue  receiued  of  any  perfon  or  perfons  priuatdjr 
or  openly>  to  be  deiiuered  to  any  perfon  or  perfons 
in  Rufiia  or  elfewhere,  and  alfo  to  declare  if  you 
know  any  other  that  ihall  pafle  in  the  ihip  either 
toafter  or  mariner  that  hath  receiued  any  letters 
to  be  prroily  detitiered  to  any  therer  direfted  from 
any  perfon  or  perfons,  other  then  from  the  agent 
hew  to  the  agent  there :  which  letters  fo  by  yoa 
receiued,  you  fhall  not  cary  with  you,  without  you 
be  licenced  fo  to  doe  by  the  agent  here,  and  fame 

of 
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of  the  fbure  merchants,  as  is  aforefayri :  and  fuck 
others  as  doc  pafie,  hauing  receiued  any  ptiuie 
letters  to  be  deliuercd,  you  fhall  all  that  in  you 
lietfi,  let  the  del  men  e  of  them  at  your  arrhiing  in. 
Ruflia;  and  alio  if  you  hmexx  doe.  receiue,  or 
4bal  know  any  other  that  doth  or  hath  reoehidl 
any  ..goods  of  readie  money  to  bee  impioied  in 
liuflfta,  or  to  bee  ddiuered  there  to  any  perfon  tar 
jierfo&s  from  any  perfon  or  pearfons,  other  then 
foch  as  he  the  companies  goods,  and  that  vnder 
their  mwke,  you  Jhall  before  the  ihippe  doeth  de- 
part, declare  the  fame  truely  to  the  faid  agent,  and 
to  fosie  of  the  other  merchants  to  ltim  adioyned, 
m  ri t.  m  before  declared 

IV.  Alio,  when  the  tirip  is  ready  to  depart,  and 
hath  the  matter  aad  the  whole  company,  abooid, 
you  tfhail  diligently  forefee  and  take  heede,  that 
there  pafie  «>t  any  priuie  perfon  or  perfous,  other 
then  fooh  as  be  authorized  to  paffe  in  the  laid 
Aip,  without  the  licence  and  waraaat .  of  one .^f 
the  gouernours  and  of  the  ailiftants,  for  the  fame 
his  pallage,  to  be  firft  fliewed.  And  if  there  'bee 
■any  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  that  is  to  paffe  and 
.will  paffe  without  fhewing  the  fame  warrant,  yam 
ihall  let  the  pafiage  of  any  fuch  to  the  vttermo$ 
-of  your  power:  and  for  that  there  may  no  fuch 
prkiy  perfon  pafle  vi*der  die  cloke  a&d  colour  of 
£>rne  mariner,  you  ihall  vpon  the  waymg  of  your 
flaps  anker,  call  the  matter  and  the  {marines? 
-within  board  by  their  names  and  that  by  youf 
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bookes,  to  the  ende  that  you  may  fee  that  yoa 
haue  neither  more  or  Ieffe,  but  iuft  the  number 
for  the  voyage. 

V.  AHb  you  muft  haue  in  remembrannce,  that 
if  it  fhall  chaunce  the  £hip  to  bee  put  into  any 
harbour  in  this  coaft  by  contrary  windes  or  other- 
wife  in  making  the  voyage,  to  fend  word  thereof 
from  time  to  time  as  the  cafe  fhall  require,  by 
your  letters  in  this  maner :  To  matter  I.  B.  agent 
for  the  company  of  the  New  trades  in  S.  in  Lon- 
don.    If  you  doe  hier  any  to  bring  your  letters* 
write  that  which  he  muft  haue  for  the  portage. 
And  for  your  better  knowledge  and  learning,  you 
fhall  do  very  well  to  keepe  a  daily  note  of  the 
voiage  both  outwards  and  homewards. 

VI.  And  principally  fee  that  you  forget  not 
daily  in  all  the  voiage  both  morning  and  euening, 
to  call  the  company  within  boord  to  prayer,  in 
which  doing  you  fhall  pleafe  God,  and  the  voiage 
wil  haue  the  better  fucceffe  thereby,  and  the  com- 
pany profper  the  better. 

VII.  Atfo  in  calme  weather  and  at  other  times 
when  you  fhall  fortune  to  come  to  anker  in  the 
feas  during  the  voiage,  you  fhall  for  the  compa- 
nies profit,  and  for  good  hufbanding  of  the  vic- 
tuals aboord,  call  vpon  the  boatefwaine  and  other 
of  the  company  to  vfe  fuch  hookes  and  other  en- 
gines as  they  haue  aboord  to  take  fifh  with, 
that  fuch  fifh  fo  taken  may  bee  eaten  for  the  caufe 
aforefityd:    and  if  there  bee  no  fuch   engines 

aboord, 
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aboord,.  then  to  prouide  fome  before  you  goe  from 
hence. 

VIIL  And  when  God  fliall  fend  you  in  fafetie 
into  the  baie  of  St.  Nicholas  at  an  anker,  you 
ihall  goe  a  ihore  with  the  firft  boate  that  fliall  de- 
part from  the  fhip,  taking  with  you.fuch  letters 
as  you  haue  to  deliuer  to  the  agent  there :  and  if 
he  bee  not  there  at  your  comming  a  land,  then 
fend  the  companies  letters  to  Colmdgro  [Khol- 
jnogor]  to  him  by  fome  fure  mariner  or  other- 
wife,  as  the.  mafter  and  you  flial  thinke  bed:  but 
goe  not  yourfelfe  at  any  hand,   nor  yet  from 
aboord  the  fhip,  vnlefle  it  be  a  ihore  to  treate  with 
the  agent  for  the  lading  of  the  fhip  that  you  be 
appointed  inr  which  you  ihall  applie  diligently  to 
haue  done  fo  fpeedily  as  may  bee.     And  for.  the 
difcharging  of  the  goods  therein  in  the  baie,  to 
be  caried  from  thence,  fee  that  you  doe  looke 
veil  to  the  vnlading  thereof,  that  there  bee.  none 
other  goods  fent  a  ihore  then  the  companies,  and 
according  to  the  notes  entered  in  your  booke  as 
aforefayd:    if  there  bee,  enquire  diligently  for 
whom  they  bee,  ancl  what  goods  they  be,   noting 
who  is  the  receiuei'  of  the  fayd  goods,  in  fuch  fort 
that  the  company  may  haue  the  true  knowledge 
thereof  at  your  comming  home. 

IX.  Alfo  there  a  ihoare,  and  likewife  aboord, 
you  ihall  fpic,  and  fearch  as  fecretly  as  you  may, 
to  learne  and  knowe  what  bargaining,  buying, 
and  felling  there  is,  with  the  mailer,  and  the  ma- 
riners 
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Thiers  of  the  ihippe,  and  the  Raffia,  or  with  the 
companies  feruants  there  r  and  that  which  you 
ihall  perccaue  and  Irarnfe,  you  fliall  keepe  a  note 
thereof  in  your  booke,   fecretly  to  your  feifiv 
which    you  ihall   open,    and    difclofc  at  your 
cooiming  lioroc,   to   the   gouernoure,    and  the 
afliftants,  in  fiich  fort,  as  the  truth  of  their  focret 
trades,  and  occupying*   may  be  teuealed   and 
knowen.     You  lhall  neede  alwaies  to  haue  Aigos 
•cies,  to  fpie  their  fecret  packing  and  coauayance, 
as  well  on  land,  as  aboord  the  ihippe,  of  and  for 
iuch  furres,  and  other  .commodities,  as  yeerely 
they  doe  vfe  to  buy,  packe,  and  conuay  hither* 
if  you  will  be  vigilant,  and  fccrete  in  this  article; 
you  can  not  mtffe  to  fpie  their  priuie  packing  one 
irrth  another,  either  on  ihoare,   or  aboord  the 
ihippe :  worke  herein  wifely,  and  you  lhall  deferue 
great  thanks  of  the  whole  companie. 

X.  Alio  at  the  lading  againe  of  the  ihippe,  you 
dhall  continue  and  abide  aboard,  to  the  etude  that 
.you  may  note  and  write  in  your  booke,  all  fuck 
goods  and  marcKaadke,  as  ihall  he  brought  and 
laden,  which  you  fliall  orderly  note  m  all  fortes 
fes  heretofore,  as  in  thefecond  article  partly  it  is 
touched :  and  in  any  wife,  put  the  matter  and 
the  companie  in*  remembrance,  to  Jooke  and  -fore- 
Jfce  fubftantially  to  the  xoomagtng  of  the  ihippe, 
by  faire  meanes  or  threats,  as  you  ihall  fee  Mud 
thinke  will  feme  for  the  beft. 
-     XL  Thus  when  the  ihippe  is  fully  laden  againe, 

rand 
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and  ill  things  afetard  in  g6*d  order,  aAd  that 
yon  doe  fortune  to  got  *  ftotro  to  the  agent  fot 
yoi\r  letters,  and  difpatch  a#ay :  yctu  ihal  demand 
whether  all  the  goods  be  laden  that  were  brought 
thither,  and  to  knotf  Hie  truth  thereof,  you  (hall 
repaire  to  the  companies  ftorehoufe  ther^  at 
§.  Nicholas,  to  fee  if  thfre.be  any  goods  left,  in 
the  faid  Aorehoufo :  if  there  be,  you  fhall  demand 
why  they  be«ot  laden,  and  to  note  whatt  kind  of 
goods  they  be,  that  be  fo  left :  and  feeing  any  rf 
the  (hippes  there,  not  fully  laden,  you  ihall  put 
the  agent  hot  remembrance  to  lade  thofe  goods  fo 
left,  if  any  fuch  be  to  be  laden,  as"  is  aforefaid* 
And  thus  God  fending  you  a  faire  wind,  to  mafct 
ipeede  and  away. 

XII.  Finally,  when  God  {h$U  fende  you  to  arriiw 
againe  vpon  this  coaft  in  iafetie,  either  at  Haro- 
which,  or  els  where,  goe  not  you  a  land,  if  you 
may  poftible,  to  the  ende,  that  when  you  be  gone 
a  fhoare,  there  may  no  goods  be  fent  priuily 
ailioare  to  be  (bide,  or  els  to  be  (bide  aboord  the 
ihippe,  in  yourabfence,  but  keepeyouftiUaboord, 
if  you  can  by  any  meanes,  for  the  eaufes  afore* 
(aid,  and  write  the  companie  a  letter  from  th$ 
ihippe  of  your  good  arriual,  whieh  yon  may 
fconuey  to  them  by  land, .  by  fome  boy  or  mar* 
riner  of  the  ihippe,  or  otherwife  as  you  ihall 
thinke  bed :  and  likewife  when  God  (hall  fend* 
you  and  the  (hippe,  into  the  riuer  here,  doe  not 
in  any  wife  depart  out  of  the  (Jfippe  that  you  b$ 
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$n  vntill  the  comp&nie  doe  fend  fome  other  aboord 
the  fliippe,  in  your  fteede  and  place,  to  keepe  the 
(aid  fliippe  in  your  abfence. 


This  time  likewife,  however,  the  company  were 
diiappointed  in  their  expectations/  Captain 
Stephen  Burrowe,  who  had  the  chaige  of  the 
expedition,  reached  only  to  the#ftraights  of 
Vatgat,  where,  finding  his  paffage  choaked  fay 
the  ice,  he  was  under  -the  neceffity  of  returning. 
— Deterred  by  the  failure  of  thefe  attempts,  the 
Ruflfe  Company  at  length  conceived  the  deGgn 
6f  tranfporting  the  commodities  of  the  Levant 
over  the  Cafpian  acrofs  Ruffia.  Accordingly, 
in  the  year  1557,  on  fitting  out  the  fourth  expe- 
dition to  St.  Nicholas,  they  fent  with  it  an  ac- 
tive and  enterprifing  man  named  Anthony  Jen-* 
kinfon,  for  the  expreis  purpofe  of  obtaining  per- 
miflion  to  this  dfeft. 

By  the  addrefs  and  exertions  of  Jenkinfon,  the 
company,  in  1567,  received  another  patent  from 
Ivan  VaffiUievitch  II.  by  which  all  the  privileges 
granted  to  them  in  the  former,  were  confirmed 
and  in  feveral  particulars  enlarged.  It  is  couched 
in  the  following  terms : 

"  One  onely  ftrengthener  of  all  things,  and 
God  without  beginning,  which  was  before  the 
world,  the  Father,  the  Sonne,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  our  oncly  God,  in  Trinitie,  and  maker  of 

all 
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all  things,  whom  we  worihip  in  all  things,  and  in 
all  places,  the  doer  and  fulfilled  of  all  things, 
which  is  the  perfeft  knowledgie-giuer  of  the,  true 

w  m 

God,  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  with  the  comforter 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  thou  which  art  the  itaength* 
ener  of  our  faith,  keepe  vs  together,  and  giue  vs 
health  to  preferue  our  kingdome,  thou  giuer  of 
all  good  fruiter  and  helper  6f  all  chriftian  be- 
.leeuers.  ; 

We  great  lord  by  the  grade  of  God,  and  great 
duke  Ivan  Vaffiflievitch,  of  all  Ruflia,  Vladimir, 
Mofco,  Novgorod,  Kazan,  Aftrakhan,  Pfcove^ 
Smolensk,  Tver,  Ugoria,,  Viatka,  Bulgar,  Sybir 
land  others,  emperor,  and  great  duke  of  Novgorod 
of  the  lower  land,  of  Chernigof,  Rtazan,  Polotfk, 
Roftove,  Yaroflave,  Bielozero,  Udor,  Obdor, 
Kondia,  and  lord  of  many  other  lands,  and  of  all 
the  north  parts,  commander  and  lord  of  Liffe- 
land.  . 

Whereas  our  fifter  queene  Elizabeth,  by  the 
grace  of  God,  queene  of  England,  France  and 
Ireland,  hath  written  to  us  her  letters,  that  we 
would  grant  her  merchants, '  William  Garrard, 
William  Chefter,  Rowland  Heyward,  Lawrence 
Huffie, '  John  March,  Anthony  Jenkinfon,  Wil- 
liam Rowlie,  and  their  companie  of  England,  to 
come  in  flips  into  this  kingdom,  and  thofe 
merchants,  William  Garrard  and  hi*  companie, 
haue  required  of  vs  that  we  would  grant  and 
licence  them  to  come  into  our  cpuntri^of Dvinv 
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pftt  fllkW*  <*  W?m  at  v^  to  pur  eft*  cf 
m*tf?>  ao4  4^9  ^11  pur  caAie*  i^  our  kftngdpw,  wp 
£p  apr  $#ep  fcke  Elizabeth,  by  the  grace  of 
£jj&  <#i£en*  pf  England,  France  and  Ireland, 
feppe  Jiqe*e?4  Jw*  fl£H*aatfc  William  Gajraitf 
»*d  h*  eorapany,  to  ptfe  in  fliipp*  to  our  Jsjggr 
4?np  of  Coiaicgor,  apd  to  #ve  land  of  Driag, 
apd  *p  ajl  ptfcer  pur  ii»fcerijanc#8  ia  tfc?  port)} 
parts,  with  all  kind  of  wares  to  our  citie  of 
J^ofa}  *nd  tp  pij  ctftai  an4  jwnis  if*  our  Japg- 

define^  of  *$,  tfrrt  we  wouW  grwt  thfoi  bcqre 
{p  prfe  to  4»r  inheritance  of  f^Ra  and  Aifftk- 
jjjpi,  ^n4  into  P«r  inheritance  of  Novgorod  tfc? 
mp^Jt,  and  to  oyr  inheritance  of  Iceland  to 
f?arjft  and  Jterpe,  and  i*  other  our  ca(U&  wad 
fpwitff  pf  Tjffflanfiy  witfr  all  fcind  of  wares,  an4 
$«  tfa4f  Co  te  without  cuftpme,  which  requftf 
we  haue  granted  to  fir  William  Garrard  and  hit 
£poif)Miy,  and  haue  giuen  them  licence  to  paffe 
jp  pur  inheritance  of  Kazan  and  Aftrakhan,  and 
ftpygqipd  {he  great,  and  into  our  inheritance  of 
I^jflfidant},  N^rue  and  Dorpe,  and  other  places  of 
OHX.  ijdwritanqe  in  Liffeland  with  all  Jupd  of 
Vfftjpy  to  bqy,  barter  and  fell  at  will,  without 
puftome ;  ,£nd.  what  wares  foeuer  they  bring  out 
pf  England,  or  out  of  any  other  country,  need- 
fyUt  Or  jtfceflary,  that  they  fliall  bring  all  thofe 
Igatf^Jieedfijll  op  neceffary  to  oyr  treafury,  and 
tfcpfi*  v^rcs  there  to  fop  opened,  and  then  to  take 

out 
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6tti?  of  the  fetae,  fddh  wares  a»  maff  be^neetifaft 
for  our  treafury,  and  the  reft  being  delinked 
igaiAe;  Utyftl  attd  barter  at  tflefrpterftire}  and  to 
&l  lWrtfc  of  the  fiile  ware^Befefe'  tfl«y  bVfeene'ty 
our  chaneeiertj  eifceepf  forftiig  dbthW)  and  btfcet 
ttereSDrot  meeTte-fer  out  tfr-eaforie  i  .and  -wtieli  out 
dianodfer  will  felid  otri1 tre*lnTe<'out  of  dor  ttea* 
ffm<?  with*  tHeih,  they  fla&'ttfdMtHpttfr  tKdtf,  tttti 
tb  felTatid  barter  ft  for  wartt'meWfr'  ft?  ottf-tre* 
{brie,  and  bring'  It*  tb'  our  tfreafaKe;  and*  they  to 
take  no-  other  mens'  wares*  to'  barte*  or  let'  witA 
them,,  nor  yet  otir  peopfc  toj  bii^dt' fell1  for  than 
their  Mtaitt :  a&d  if  tHbfc  engfifft  metdfcatftf  dfc 
deffre  topaflfe  out  of  our  kingdom  of  AHhtkHaMJ 
to  Bbgtiar,  Sliamakic*  Ghaday-,  at  ititVaiiy  jtfttif 
eottntreys,  or  els1  ttf  g&einttt  tHrff  otimte'donntity; 
tHen  tliey  to  take  their  tte&fiife  with'ttifetn;  dtfdf 
tb  barter  and  fB  it  for  wares  ncceifarie'  tf&r  ottf 
treafutie,  and  to  bring  it  iiid  deliuer  it  m  ow 
ehanceler;  and  when  they  comfc  batke'  agftirie  td 
our  inheritance  of  Kazan  and  Aftrakhair,  or  td. 
any  other  of  our  catties*  and  townes;  that  then 
oar  captain?  of  Kazan  and  Aftrakhan,  and  ail 
other*  our  people  of  chargeihail  riot  hold4  them; 
But  with  tyeed  let  them  paffe  without  taking  eu£ 
tome' of  them;  or  their  wafres,  and  without  open- 
ing* op  looking  vpon-  them  in  any  wife:  and 
when  they  haue;  not  our  treafure  with  them," 
that  then  likewife  do  cuffome  fllall  be  taken 
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of  them  nor  their  wares  to  be  feene   of  any 

man* 

And  likewife  we  haue  granted  .them  to  buy  and 
fell  in  all  our  kingdoroes  and.  caftles*  with  all 
kind  of  wares :  and  we  haue  alfo  licenced  them, 
that  when  thofe  englifii  merchants  doe  defire  to 
buy  and  fell  with  our  merchants  wholy  together, 
that  they  flial  haue  libertie  fo  to  doe  wholy  to- 
gether i  and  they  that  doe  defire  to  fell  their  owne 
waxes  by  retaile  in  their  own  houfe,  that  then 
they  fell  it  in  their  o^n  houfe  by  retaile  to  our 
people,  and  ( other  ftrangers,  as  they  can  agree : 
and  weights  and  arfhines  to  be  kept  in  their  houfe 
with  .our  feale,  and  they  themfelues  to  barter  and 
fell  their  owne  wares :  and  no  ruffe  merchant  in 
Mofco,  or  any  other  place  in  our  kingdome,  not 
to  fell  for  them  any  wares,  nor.  to  buy  or  barter 
any  wares  for  them,  nor  couler  any  (hungers 
goods.  And  whereas  thofe  merchants  of  England, 
fir  William  Garrard  and  his  company,  doe  defire 
to  fell  their  wares  af  Colmogor,  Dvina,  Vologda, 
Yaroflave,  Koftroma,  and  id  Novgorod  the  lower, 
Kazan,  Aftrakhan,  great  Novgorod,  Pfcove, 
Name,  Dorpe,  and  in  other  our  townes  and 
caftles,  they  /hall  haue  their  will  to  fell  it :  and  of 
their  wares  of  England  and  Ruffelaud  no  cuftome 
ihall  be  taken,  neither  they  nor  their  wares  fliall 
be  ftajed  in  any  place :.  and  when  they  depart  out 
of  Mofco,  to  aduertife  our  chancelor  thereof,  and 

hot 
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not  to  giue  any  note  or  inuentory  of  any  kind  of 
their  wares  they  carry  away:  arid  when  the 
englifh  merchants,  fir  William  Garrard  and  his 
companie,  doe  come  vpon  the  lea,  and  fay  misfor- 
tune haue  their  ihippes  caft  away  vpon  thofe 
coaftes  of  the  north  partes,  then  we  will  their 
goods  to  he  fought  out  with  truth,  and  to  be  de* 
liuered  to  fir  William  Garrard  and'  his  company, 
which  as  then  fhall  be  found  in  our  countrey  : 
and  if  that  fir  William  Garrards  company  be  not 
in  Mofco  nor  in  our  countrey,  then  wee  will  and 
command  that  thofe  goods  of  theirs  fhall  be  l$id 
vp  in  a  place  of  fafegard,  vhtill  fuch  time  as  the 
fayd  fir  William  Garrard  or  his  company  come  to 
demaund  the  fame :  and  then  at  their  comming 
wee  will  that  it  ihallbee  deliuered.  And  whereas 
heretofore  wee  haue  giuen  fir  William  Garrard 
and  his  companie  in  this  our  kingdome  of  Mofco, 
the  new  caftle  by  the  church  of  S.  Maxime,  be- 
hind the  market,  they  fhall  there  ftill  holde  their 
houfe  as  heeretofbre  wee  haue  giuen  them  paying 
no  cuftome  for  the  fame:  and  wee  alfo  doe  li- 
cence  them  tokeepe  one  ruffe  porter  or  two,  or 
els  of  their  owiie  countrey,  and  thofe  porters  fhall 
dwell  with  them,  anil  not  fell  for  them,  por 
barter,  nor  buy  for  them:  And  alfo  I  hdue 
grauiited  them  to  buy  a  houfe  at  Vologda,  and 
at  Colmogor,  or  in  any  other  place,  where  they 
can  choofe  for  themfelues  any  good  harbour,  and 
there  they  to  fet  vp  thofe  houfes  in  thofe  places 
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it  their  ewita  charges :  and  in  Vologda*  or  the 

•ther  hmifes  to  keepe  two  or  three  porters  of  their 

eime,  or  d*  two  or  three  Rifle*  and  their  warej 

to  be  layed  vp  in  thofe  bovies,  and  to  fel  their 

own*  waiqs  at  wil :  and  thq  porters  without  them 

to  fell  none  of  their  wares,  neither  yet  to  buy  any 

for  them;     And  our  officers  of  Cdlmogor*   and 

Pvina,  and  of  other  our  cafties  aad  towues  fhall 

not  lnoke  oner,  their  wares,  nor  take  any  cuftome 

thereof;  neither  ihall  thofe  engiifli  merchants,  fir 

William  Garrard  and  his  company,  be  nidged  by 

lay  of  them.    And  when  the  eogttfh  merchants 

frail  fende  from  our  kingdome  their  owne  people 

into  their  owe  couutrey  by  lande  ouer  other  king* 

domes  whatfocuqr  they  be,  they  may  without 

who  fend  their  owue  people  at  their  pJeafure. 

And  when  any  matter  of  lawe  doeth  fail  out  in 

their  trade  of  msxcbandiie,  then  they  fhall  bo 

lodged  by  our  chaneeltauis,  and  lawe  ihalbe  done 

with  equitie  betwigt  our  people  and  them*    And 

when  they  -cannot  be  iudged  by  law,  they  then 

ftall  he  tried  by  lots*  and  whnft  k*  p  firil  taken 

out,  he  fltaH  haue  the  right :  Aad  if  it  happen 

any  of  thofe  marchants  to  haue  any  matter  of 

lawe  in  any  other  part  of  oar  dominions  %  trade 

of  marchants,  then  our  captaincs,  judges  and  chkfe 

Officers,  ftail  heare  the  matter,  and  administer 

suffice  with  equitje  and  trueth,  and  where  lawe 

can  take  no  place  to  be  tried  by  lots,  and  his  lot 

thai  is  firft  taken  put  to  hs^ie  the  right,  aad 

for 
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^iffi  for  their   matters  of  la  we  no  cuftome  to  bee 

curt  P»ydc 

bisf  Furthermore,  wee  fw  our  fitters  ftke  Elizabeth 

3!J0  haue  graunted,  that  none  befide  fir  WiHiam  Gar-  > 

rard  and  his  companies  out  of  what  kfngdome 
foeuer  it  bee,  England  or  other,  fliall  not  <come  in 
trade  of  marchandife  nor  otherwife  to  Colrnogor, 
nor  to  the  riuer  Oby  nor  within  Wardhoufe,  nor 

^  to  Petfchora,  nor  Kola,  nor  Mezen,  nor  to  the 

r  abbey  Petchingam,  nor  td  the  iflande  of  Sallavye, 

,,  nor  to  any  mouth  of  the  riuer  of  Dvina,  nor  to 

'  any  pa<rt  of  the  north  countrey  of  our  coaft :  and 

.  if  any  marchant,  out  of  what  countrey  foeuer  it 

be,  doe  come  with  fhippe  of  flrippes,  buffes,  or  any 
other  khide  of  veffel  to  any  of  our  harbors,  within 
all  our  north  parts,  wee  wilt,  that  then  the  people^ 
and  goods,  fhippe  or  fhippes,  fhalbe  coa&&ate» 
and  forfeited  to  vs  the  emperour  and  great  duke. 

Giuen  in  our  kingdome  and  houfe  of  Mofco,  the 
yeere  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  7000  three- 
fcore  and  fixteen,  m  the  moneth  of  September, 
and  in  the  54  yeere  of  our  taigne,  and  in  our  co©- 
queft  of  Kazan  16.  and  in  our  conqueft  of  Aftrak- 
ban  15. 

Perufed  and  allowed  by  vs : 

AnTHONIE  JSVKINSON 
WlLLIAMf  RoWLYE> 

Thomas  Hawthye,. 
Thomas  Southam, 
Rafe  Rutter,  tranjtdtour 
hereof  out  of  the  ruffk  tongue. 

The 
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The  Queenes  Maiefties  letters  to  the  Empcrour  of 
Ruffia,  requeuing .licence;  and  fafe  conduit  for 
mailer  An,th<fciy  lenkinfon,  to'  paffe  through  his 
krngdome  of  Rufli%  into  Perfia,  to  the  Great 
Sophie. 

*  ■  * 

Elizabetha  Dei  gratia,  Aflgliae,  &c.  reginay 
ferenifliniot  &.  potentiflimo  principii  D.  Ioanni 
Bafilivitche,  imperatori  totiu&Ituffiavmagnoduci, 
&c.  falutem,  &  omnium  rerum  pxofperarum 
fbeliciffimum  incrementmii.  Potentiffime  princeps* 
res  eft  nobis  ad  memorandum  longfe  gratiffiipa, 
ilia  veftne  maieftatis,  erga  nos  &  noftros  amicitia. 
Quae  tempore  fceliciffimae  memoriae  regis  Edwardi 
Sexti>_fratris  noftri  chariffimi,  Dei  henignitate 
incepta,  deinceps  ver6  veftra  nori  Iblum  fingulari 
humanitate  alta  atque  fota,  fed  incredibili .  etiam 
boni^ate  au&a  atque  cumulate,  nunc  autem  om- 
nibus beneuolentise  veftrae  officijs  fie  firmata  eft 
atque-  conftabilita,  vt  iam  minimi  dubitemus, 
quin  ea  ad  laudem  Dei,  ad  gloriam  vtriufcjue 
noftrum,  ad  publicam  noftrorum  vtrobiqae 
regnorum  immeufam  commoditatem,  ad  priuatam 
fingulorum  vtrinque  fubdkorum  optatam  fpem, 
certdmque  foelicitatem  inultis  fit  deinceps  feculis 
duratura.  Et  quanquam  haec  veftra  bonitas, 
pleniffimfc  fefe  efFudit  in  omhes  noftros  fubditos, 
qui  fefe  in  vllas  imperij  veftri  partes  vnquam 
receperunt,  (pro  qua  ingentes  noftras,  vt  par  eft, 

gratias 
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gratias  veftra  maieftati  habeinus,  veftrffque  viciflim 
in  omni  opportunitatis  loco  libentifiimfe  feremus>) 
tamen  abundantia  benignitatis  veftrae,   in  acci- 
piendo,    tdmque    humanit&r   tra&ando  noftrum 
fidelem  &  perdile&um  famulum  Antonium  Jen- 
kinfon,    qui  has   perfert  literas,    feorfim   nobis 
gratiflima  exiftit     Nam  pneterquam  qu6d  nullis       \ 
non  loci*  veftri  imperij  &  magna  libertate,  & 
fumma  humanitate  veftrae  ferenitatis  non  permiffu 
fol&m,  fed  iuffu  etiam  frueretur,   veftra  bonitas 
tamen  non  in  hac  domeftica  benignk  factendi 
ratione    conquieuit,     fed   perlibentfcr    &    vltrfc 
eundem    noftrum    hunc    perdile&uin    famulum, 
varijs  exteris  principibus,  quoquouerfus  ipfe  iter 
fuum  inftituerat,  Uteris  fuis,  fuo  mag  no  imperial! 
figillo   confignatis   commendauit     Quod   bene- 
ficium  illi  vbiuis    gentium,    &  viam   finfc  vllo 
periculo,    propter    publicam    veftram    fidem,   & 
aduentum  cum  magno  iauore,  propter  veftram 
commendationem,    optatfe    quidem,    &   foelieiter  " 
communiuit.       Itaque    quemadmodum    gemina 
hasc  veftra  beneuolentia,  cum  ilia  generalis  ex- 
hibita    in    veftro    regno    negotiantibus    fubditis 
noftris  vniuerfis,   turn   ifta  feorfim  preftita  huic 
Antonio  Ienkinfon,  perfideli  noftro  famulo,  nobis 
in  mente,  non  folum  ad  gratam   perpetuamque 
memoriam,  verftm  etiam  ad  mutuam,  vel  oppor- 
tunam    compenfationem,    firmiffimfe  defixa    eft: 
ita,    petimus    &    veftra  maieftate    vt   vtramque 
beneuolentiae    veftra    rationem    &    communem 

noftris 
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ttrinecfar,  St  priuafojft  h*te  ftrifetf  4ifa9B» 
tmnstor  vtri%ie  «tefaKfcp«  dSgfteOir  ifum,  a*q*e 
^aafcmar^    Neqcw*  flcua  quMem  A#Mfamisf  q\w* 
quoit  feudrwi  veftra  Matffau  **&&  fca  fj**a«e 
Antonio  taxkmfdtt,  turn  quidem  prh4t^ofteuffit, 
euftfem  mine  ooftix)  regatta   eictem  Antoni^  in 
jtiftruoL  iatit  fmttrilaftiitn  gtoptato  betiigft&  vriit 
dhiA&  obrriknwt-     Et  propterei  petitfii*  &  vriha 
sttitfftafe,  *t  (fignctw  iteraitt  cctotottfere  ekfcm 
ftdftro  famuto  literal  foas-  cgftiiiieaffusi   publico 
Mm,  ac  faUricdndu^a*  qttarum  tenure,  autRo* 
ritate,   atqu*  pr»fklip,  fit  ilir,   ftwuitfeunbte*  ftifsj 
*   feuist    1fcrtu*fr,    tiftertiroque,  'eunr-'mereibus; 
focinia,  erjuis,  ft  bonis  futs  ttriueifisy  hi«rcbe&dfe 
cfttchciulifque,  per  Teftra  rcgnoj  domicilii  atque 
prowocias*  proftdfcij  ire;  traafirc,  rerifee,  abire,  & 
iftic  morarii  qaaradiu  placuerit,   St  indfe  recedfere 
cpiandocunqtie  illi-  ant  fuis  libitum-  fue*ik     Et 
ficu*  noro  dubitamus,   quln  vcftra  nraieiW  lte<* 
tmnia  humauitati^  grata  officii    pro>  immenfe 
tanitttte   fim  naturae  benignfe  &   largitur  hui& 
femul<nroftto  fit  conceffura*   ittt  vakte  optamus, 
adefapie  petioius,  vt  ueftra  maiefta^  eocftm  motto 
©undent  fiofirum  famulum,    vna  cum  omnibus 
ftia  &nriliaribus,  ac  bonis*  exteris  alijs  principalis 
Stem,  fuis  dignetur  commendare,  praeferthn  ver& 
atque  fborfim*    Magno  Sophi,    Perfarum   impe- 
ratori,  in  cuius  etiam  imperia  &  ditiene^  idem 
softer  fkraulus  gratia  potiffime  experiundi  pe* 

regrina 
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icgriaa  connnercia,  proficifci  viii  com  firis  con* 


ConfiAimus  igitur  hsec  omnia  noftra  poftulata 
pro  famuli  Ipe,  pro  noftra  expedatione,  pro  veftaa 
bonitate,  pre  noftrorum  vtrinque  fubdjtorum  com- 
tnoditafte,  &ufta  illi,  grata  nobis,  accepta  etiani 
raftrae  maieftati,  Jk  noftris  vtrobique  perquam 
rtijia  enaAina.  Deus  veftrje  maieftatis,  ftc. 
Patiim  in  ceieberriraa  noftra  ciuitate  Londini, 
anno  roiuidi  £533.  Domini  ac  Dei  noftri  Irfu 
ChriAi  1$6U  uegnorum  verd  noftrorum  tertio." 

The  letter  to  the  Sophy  of  Perfia,  which  wat 
n|fo  wriU^u  in  hebrew  and  italiaja,  k  a*  fol- 
lows : 

The  Queenes  Maiefties  letters  to  the  Great  Sophit 
pf  IJprfia,  fent  by  Matter  Anthony  lenkinfoo. 

Elizabeths,  Dei  gratia,  Angfoe,  Francis  & 
HibernicD  rcgina,  &c.  pote^tiffimo  &  inui&ifc 
flmo  principi,  Magno  Sophi,  Perfarum,  Medorara, 
Parthomm,  Hyrc&norum,  Carmanorum,  Margia* 
norum,  populorum  cis  ft  vltrATygrim  fltmram, 
ft  omnium  intra  mare  Cafpium,  ft  Pefficum 
6num  natienum  atque  gentium  hnperatori,  &* 
lutem,  St  rerum  profperarum  fueKciffimum  mere- 
mentum  Sammi  Dei  benignitate  fadum  eft,  vt 
qua*  gentes,  non  fctfrn  immenfa  terrarum  ipactt, 
ft  iafupcrabika  marium  vaftitates,  fed   ft   ipfi 

St  etiam 
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ctiam  ccelorum  cardinea  longiflimfe  difiunxerant^ 
ipfae  tamen  literaram  bono  &  mentis  certa 
cogitata,  &  humanitatis  grata  officia,  &  intelli- 
geatiffi  mutire  muita  commoda  facile  inter  fe  & 
opportune  poflint  communicaret  Itaque  cum 
perdileftus,  &  fklelis  nofter  famutaa  Antonius 
Ienkinfon,  qui  has  litems  noftras  perfert,  cum 
bona  venia>  fauore,  &  gratia  noftra  hoe  Anglic 
noftre  regnum  excedere, .  &  in  Perfiam  vfque, 
yeftr&fque  alias  ditiones  Dei.  benigmtate  pene- 
trare  conftituerit,  hoc  illius  inftitutum  perlauda* 
bile  quidem,  grato  noftro  fauore  profequi,  & 
promouere  ftuduimus:  id  quod  eo  nos  libcnti&s 
facimus,  quoniam  hoc  6ius  propofitum  ex  honefto 
Audio  commercij  conftituendi  potiflimiim  *  cum 
veftris  fubditis,  alijfque  peregrinis  hominibus,  ad 
veftra  regna  confluentibus,  omnin6  exortum  fit; 
Propterei  nobis  &  fcriberidufn  ad  veftram  maief- 
tatem,  ab  eaque  petendum  effe  duximus,  vt  noftro 
rogatu  dign^tur  concedere  huic  famulo  noftro 
Antonio  Ienkinfon,  literas  publico  fidei,  &  falui 
condu&us,  quarum  authoritate  atque  prafidio, 
licitum  liberumque  fit  i)li,  vuk  cum  fuis  faini- 
liaribus,  feruis,  farcin  is,  mercibus  &  bonis  vniver- 
fis,  per  veftra  regna,  domicilia,  ditiones,  atque 
prouincias  liberfe,  &  fine  impedimenta  proficifci, 
ire,  tranfire,  red  ire,  abire,  .&  iftic  morari,  quamdiu 
plapuerit,.  &  inde  recedere,  quandocunque  illi  vel 
fuia  lubitum  fuerit  Si  b&c  fan&a  hoipitalitatis 
iura  k  dulcia  communis  humanitatis  officia,  inter 

nos, 
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bos,  noftra  regna,  noftr61que  fufeditos  libentfcr 
conftitui,  fincerfe  coli,  &  conftant&r  conferuari 
queant,  fperamus  nos,  Deum  Optimum  Maximum 
effe&urum,  vt  ab  hijs  paruis  initijs,  grapdiora 
lerum  momenta,  nobis  ad.  magna  ornament* 
atque  decus,  noftris  ad  fumma  comraoda  atque 
vfus,  aliquando  fit  oritura :  fiquidem,  vt  non  terra* 
non  mare,  non  caelum,  ad  nos  longiffime  fepa- 
randos,  qu&m  diuina  ratio  communis  huraanitatis, 
&  muttue  beneuolentiae  ad  nos  firmiffimfe  coniun- 
gendos  plus  virium  habuifle  videatur.  Deus 
falutem  omnem,  &  fcelicem  in  terris,  &  perpetuam 
in  codiSy  veftra  concedat  maieftatl  Datum,  ia 
Anglia,  in  celebri  noftra  vrbe  Londiiio,  25  die 
m?nfis  Aprilis,  anno  mundi  5523.  Domini  ac  Del 
noftri  Jefu  Chrifti  1561.  regnorum  ver6  noftronua 
tertio* 

The  charter  of  the  privileges  granted  by  the 
tzar  of  Ruflia  to  the  Ruffia  company,  and  fent  by 
Thomas  Randolph  efq.  her  majefty's  ambaflador, 
and  by  Andrew  Savin  his  ambafiador,  bearing 
date  the  20th  of  June,  1569,  runs  in  this  man- 
ner : 

"  One  God  euerlafting,  and  without;  and  be- 
fore the  beginning,  the  Father,  the  Sonne,  and 
the  holy  Ghoft,  the  blefled  Trinitie,  our  oncly 
God,  maker,  and  preferuer  of  all  things,  and 
rcpleniflier  of  all  things  euery  where,  *who  by  thy 
goodnefle  doeft  caufe  all  men  to  loue  the  giuer 
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ef  wiftdome  our  ondy  Medi atour,  and  leader  tif  r* 
all  vnto  btefled  knowledge  by  the  onely  Sonne  hi* 
word  our  Lofde  Jefus  Chrift  holy  and  eueriafting 
Spirit :  and  now  in  theft  our  dayes  teacheft  vs  to 
keepe  chrtftianitie,  and  Aiffereft  vs  to  enioy  ou* 
kmgdome  to  the  happio  commoditie  of  our  land* 
and  wealth  'of  our  people  in  defpite  of  our  eno* 
mies,  and  to  our  fame  with  our  friends* 
'   !.  We  Ivan  Vaffillievitch  emperour  and  great 
duke  of  all  Ruflia,  (for  our  filler  Elisabeths  fak$ 
queene  of  England)  haue  giuen  and  graunted  to 
the  englifli  marchants,   the  gouernours,   conful^ 
affiftants   and   ftlowihip,     fir   William    Garrard 
knight,     Rowland    Hayward    alderman,     Iohn 
Thamworth    efquire,      Iohn  JUaers    alderman, 
Henry  Beacher  alderman,   confute*    Sir  William 
Chefter   knight,     Edward   Iackman    alderman, 
Lionel  Ducket  alderman,  Edward  Gilbert,    Lau- 
rence Hufe,  Francis  Walfingham,  Clement  Throg- 
ihorton,  Iohn  Quarries,  Nicholas  Whealer,  Tho- 
Jnas  Banifter,  Iohn  Harrifon,  Francis  Burneham, 
Anthony' Gamage,   Iohn  Somers,    Richard  Wil- 
kinfon,    Iohn  Sparke,     Richard  Barne,   Robert 
Woolman,  Thomas  Browne,  Thomas  Smith,  Tho- 
mas Allen,    Thomas  More,    William  Bully,    Ri- 
chard Yong,  Thomas  Atkinfon,  affiftants.    Iohn 
Jtferih  efquire,    Icffrey  Ducket,    Francis  Robin- 
fon,    Matthew  Field,    and  all  the  reft  of  their 
£orapanfc  and  fellowfhip,  and  to  their  fucceflbur$ 
Spd  .deputies,   to  come  with  fliips,    and  other 

vefleb 
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▼efleis  into  our  countrey>  at  Cohnogorod,  aoij 
Dwiua*  and  to  all  the  north  parts  now  being 
ours,  or  that  hereafter  fliall  at  any  time  be  in  out 
pofleffion,  by  Tea,  riuer  or  land,  euen  to  our  great 
citie  of  Mofco,  in  al  the  towncs  of  our  countrey, 
to  Casan  and  Ailracan,  to  Nouogorode  the  great, 
to  Plafko  and  Lefflajid,  Vriagorod,  to  Name,  and 
all  other  townes  of  LeMand ;  2,  And  to  paflc 
through  our  land  to  .Bowghair,  Perfia,  Cafbiti, 
Chardaye,  and  other  countreis ;  And  where&euer 
they  come  there  to  be  and  abide  fireety,  and  to 
barter  trod  bargaine  freely  all  wares  pf  fate,  witfah 
out  cuftome  pf  all  people,  and  marcbauts  ft&ngerf 
whatfoeuer. 

♦    And  if  To  be  they  bring  any  finp  warps  out  of 

England,  or  any  other  countrey  from  Bowhair, 

Perfia,   Cafbine,  or  from  any  other  place,  and 

thofe  their  wares  that  come  by  the  way  of  .Narue, 

jot  any  other  part  into  ojur  dominion,  to  bring  the 

iame  wares  into  our  trea&re,  and  our  treaCurerg 

to  view  the  fame  wares,  and  to  take  .into  out 

Ireafurie  of  the  fame  fuch  as  flialbe  needefulfor 

vs.     And  all  fuch  wares  as  we  fhal  not  need,  our 

rchancellour  to  redeliuer  the  fame,  and  after  .the 

view  of  our  c  h  an  cello  u  re,  to  barter  4t  iftoriy  to 

whome  they  will,  not  felling  any  of  their  wares 

necdfull  for  vs,  before. our  chancellour  haue  ifeene 

the  fame.     And  all  other  grofle  and  heauy  wares 

•thatrjhalbe  needfuU  :to  our  Vfc,  ncit  biing  brought 

to  Mofco  to  declare  And  tell  qur  qhancellour  of 

)Vol.  ii.  mm  the 
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the  fame  wares :  And  to  giue  a  note '  thereof  by 
name,  and  how  much  they  leaiie  there,  not 
brought  to  Mofco  :  and  then  if  we  neeele  not  tin? 
faid  wares,  the  englifh  marchants,  their  feruants 
sfnd  9  factors,  to  conuey  their  wares  the  neereft 
yray  to  Vftiage  the  great,  and  fo  to  Coimogorod," 
or  elfcwhere  at  their  pleafuie,  there  to  barter  and 
fell  the  fame.  But  thofe  wares  that  ihalbe  needefui 
for  our  treafurie,  they  JhalL  not  hide  from  vs  in 
any  cafe.  .        :       . 

*  And  when  our  chauncellours  fhall  fend  our 
.  aduenture,  -  with  -the  -  faid  marchants  or  their 
factors  they-  to  take  Our-  aplu^itures  with  them, 
and  to  fell,  and  to  barter  for  fuch  wares  as  flialbe 
*ine£te'fbr  war  trcaftirie,  and  to  returne  it  intaour 
treafnrie*  *  - 

H  And  when  wee  fliall  fendeUny  aduenture  into 
England,  then  our  chancellour  to  giue  them  a 
yccres  warning,  that  their  fhips  may  beprouided 
thereafter,  that  by  taking- in  of  our  wares,  they 
lcaue  not  their  owne  bchinde  them. 

And  to  take  our  aduenture  yeereJy  when  they 
goe  into  Perfia- 

:  .Neither  lhai  the .  englifli  marchants  recfeiiie 
or  colour  any  bf  our  peoples  goods,  nor  barter  nor 
fel  it  in  any  wife:  likewife  our  people  not  to  barter 
ibr  the.  faid  engli/h  marchants  or  occupy  for 
them.*  :'  1  .  :  \  - 
.  Ill:  And  *when  they  fhall  come  into  our  em- 
pire  of£afan>and  Afiiacan,  *  and  other  places  of 
v.  •  6    •  *  -  :  -      -  our 
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our  dominions,  then  our  captaines  of  Cafart 
and  Aftracan,  and  our  authbrifed  people,  quietly 
to  let  them  p^ffe,  not  taking  any  toll  or  cuf- 
tome  of  their  wares,  nor  once  to  make  fearch 
thereof.  *  * 

And  when  we  fhall  fend  no  aduenture  with 
them,  yet  to  foffer  them  freely  to  paife,  not 
viewing  their  wares,  nor  taking  any  kinde  of 
cuftome.  And  whatfoeuer  englifh  marchant 
will  bargaine  with  our  marchants  or  fa&ois 
ware  for  ware  to  barter  the  fame  at  their  piest* 

fure. 

And  whatfoeuer  their  marchants  or  fa&ors  wii 
fel  their  wares  at  their  houfe  at  Mofco,  which 
houfe  I  granted  tl>em  at  S.  Maxims  in  the  city 
of  Mofco,  they  to  fel  the  ware  to  our  people,  tithe* 
ftrangers  as  they  may  bed  vtter  it,  keeping  within 
their  houfe,  arfhines,  meafures,  and  waights  under 
feales. 

IV.  We  haue  graunted  them  thfe  faid  houfe  at 
S.  Maxims  in  the  halfe  free,  and  without  {landing 
tent,  as  heretofore  we  did  graunt  it  to  the  laid 
englifh  marchants,  fir  William  Garrard,  and  the 
cbmpanie,  maintayning  in  the  faid  houfe  One 
houfekeeper  a  Ruffe,  and  two  Ruffe  feruants,  or 
fome  of  their  owne  countrey  men,  and  none  other 
Ruffes  beftdes  they  aforefaid.  And  the  faid  houfe- 
keepers  that  fliall  liue  at  their  houfe  with  the 
englifh  marchants,  neither  to  bye  nor  fel  any 
wares  for  them,  but  that  the  faid  marchants  them* 
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felutt  6r  their  faftors,  fliall  bye,  fell,  and  barter 
their  owne  warfes ;  Afid  our  Mofcouie  marchants 
iiot  to  take  the  faid  Englifhmens  wares  to  fell  them 
in  our  townes,  nor  to  bye  any  wares  for  them> 
neither  the  englifli  marchant  to  colour  any  Ruffes 
tttres  at  any  towne. 

V.  And  whatfoeuer  efcglifh  fq^r chant  wil  fel 
his  wattes  at  Cblmogorod,  Dwyna,  Vologda, 
Yetfaflaue,  Caftran,  Noubgrdde  the  lower,  Cafan, 
Aftracaa,  Nouogorode  the  great,  Vapfka,  the 
-Nlrue,  Vriagorod,  or  at  any  other  townes,  they 
to  fel  their  wares  there  at  their  pleafure.  And  of 
%\  wares  afwell  of  other  countreis  a3  of  Riiffia,  no 
.officer  or  otbfcr  to  take  any  cuftome,  neither  ih 
any  place  to  ilay  them  in  any  tf  ife,  neither  take 
any  kinde  of  toll  of  them  ft*  their  wares  what- 

Jbeirer. 

VI.  And  whatfoeuer  marchant  flial  bargfcme  or 
bye  any  wares  of  engiifh  marchants :  The  faid 
Jtuffe  not  to  retume  thofe  wares  upon  the 
marchants  handes  againe,  but  to  giue  readie  mo- 
ney for  the  iaid  wares,  otherwife  they  to  craue  the 
juftice  to  giue  right,  and  to.  execute  the  lawe  vpon 
the  fame  with  all  expedition.  And  when  the 
engiifh  marchants  or  fa&ors  flial  trauatte  from 
Mofcouie  after  the  difpatche  of  their  wares  and 
bufines,  then  to  fhewe  therofelues  vwto  06  r  chan- 
cellours,  whatfoeuer  wares  pf  theirs  ftali  goe 
ivoxti  Mofco,  they  not  to  fhewe  the  fame  wires  to 
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any  our  officers,  nor  pay  no  cuftome  nor  toll  in 
any  place. 

VII.  If  it  fo  happen  the  englifh  marchants  baue 
any  wracke,  and  the  ihippes  he  brought,  to  any 
port  of  our  dominions,  we  to  command  the  faide 
goods  to  be  enquired  and  fought  out,  and  to  bee 
giuen  to  the  engliih  marchants,  being  here 
abiding  at  that  time  iji  our  country,  the  fe&ors, 
feruants,  or  deputies,  of  the  oompanie  afore- 
faid,  to  whom  we  haue  graunled  this  our  gratious 
letter. 

And  if  there  happen  none  of  the  English 
marchants,  fa&ors,  feruanto,  or  deputies  to  bee  m 
our  countreis  at  fuch  time,  then  we  will  all  the 
laid  goods  to  be  fought  out  and  bellowed  in  fome 
conuenient  place,  and  when  any  of  the  companie 
aforewritten,  bringing  thefe  our  letters,  (hall  come 
for  their  goods,  we  to  commaund  their  goods  to  be 
reftored  vnto  them. 

VIII.  J^ikewife  wee  haue  graunted  leaue  to  the 
englifli  marchants,  their  gouernours,  confiils, 
and  afiiftants,  namely,  fir  William  Garrard  knight, 
Rowland  Hayward,  and  the  com  pa  me  to  builde 
houfes  at  Vollogda,  Colmogro,  and  the  feafide,  at 
Iuangorode,  at  Cherell,  and  in  all  other  places 
of  our  dominions,  as  fhall  bee  needefull  for 
their  trade.  And  they  to  keepe  at  the  faide  houfe 
one  houfekeeper,  a  Jtuffg,  and  two  or  three  men 
to  keepe  their  wft£9  at  the  fdid  houfes,  making  fide 
thereof  to  whome  they  will,  they,  their  fetors 
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qr  deputies :  the  faid  houfekeeper  not  to  buy  or 
fell  for  them. 

IX.  Alfo  wee  haue  giuen  and  graunted  to  the 
englifh  marchants, .  their  houfe  which  they  haue 
by  our  goodneffe  at  Sk  Maximes  in  the  Zenopfkie, 
and  o^her  their  houfes  in  the  towne.  of  Zenopfkie, 
made  for  the  better  aflurance  of  their  goods,  and 
all  fuch  as  they  (hall  fet  vp  hereafter  fliall  be  of 
the  *  opriffini,  and  will  make  them  knowen  to  all 
them  of  opriiTifii. 

X.  And  whereas  by  our  goodnes  we  haue 
graunted  them  a  ropehoufe  at  Vologda, '  being 
$arre  from  the  englifli  marchants  houfe,  now© 
we  haue  giuen  them  to  builde  a  houfe  for  that, 
vfe  by  the  faid  englifli  houfe,  and  haue  giuen 
and  graunted  them  (of  our  goodneffe)  ground, 
one  hundreth  and  fourefcore  fadome  longi,  and 
fiftie  fadomes  in  breadth,  according  to  their  ovrne 
requeft. 

:  XI.  Alfp,  we  haue  of  our  goodneffe  giuen  and 
graunted  to  the  englifli  marchants,  leaue  to  buy 
them  a  houfe  at  Witchida,  and  there  to  fearch  out 
mines  of  yron.  And  where  they  fhal  happily  finde 
it,  there  to  fet  vp  houfes  for  the  making  of  the 
fame  yron :  and  to.  make  the  fame,  of  our  good- 

•  Ofrkbina  feems  to  be  the  word  intended ;  that  by  which, 
was  denoted,  in  the  time  of  tzar  Ivan  Vaflillieviteh  his  pecujiar 
and  perioral  property,  independent  on  the  crown.  See  Francis 
Holterhof 's  dictionary,  at  the  word,  which,  as  well  as  oprichnio, 
\f  formed  from  opricfc  pnpter,  befides. 

neffe 
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ttttfe-hAuegraujited  tt\em  voods,  fiue  orQxp^nile^ 
corop^iTe  about  the  faid  houfea,  to  the  making  of 
tke  fefde.  yron,  and  not:  to  excpede  thefe  bounds 
q&d .  limits :  And  where  they .  fhali  cut  the  faid? 
.wood, .  not  .to  fet  yp .  any .  village  or  fanne  there, 
bringing  the  .artificers  for  .making  of  their  yron, 
put  of  their  pwjae,  countrey,  and  to  learne  our 
people  that  arte,  and  fo  freely  occupying  the  fs^ide 
yroft.in  thefe  our  dominions,  tranlporting  alfp  of 
t\ic  fame  home  into  England,,  allowing  for  cuery 
poured  one  dingo,  pr  halfepenie. 

XU.  And  if  ?my  o.f  the  faid  yron  fhaibe  needftiU 
for  our  workes,  then  we  totake  of  the  faide  .yron 
to  our  worke,  vpon  agreement  of  price,  paying 
money  out  of  our  treafurie  for  the  fame ;  And 
when  the  faid  engliih  marchants  or  favors  ihalj 
fend .  their  owne  people  out  of-  our  realme  into 
their  countrey,  ouer  land  through  any  countrey 
whatfoeuer,  freejy  to  fend  the  fame  with  pur  word*, 
-XI II.  Alfo,  we  of  our  goodnetfe  haae  graunted, 
that  if  any  man  mifufe  the. faide  Engliih,  th$ 
fa&ors  or  feruants,  pr  the  faide  englifh  merchants, 
their  faftors  or  feruants  abufe  any  other  at  Mqi^ 
couie,  or  any  other  our  towncs  whatfoeuer  within 
our  dominions  in  trade  of  marchandife  or  ,otherf 
wife,  then  they  to  haue  vpright.  iuflice  in  all 
fuch  matters  of  our  counfaile  the  oprifinie  *  with? 

*'Opricbftie'u  in  the  befbretnentioned  dictionary  interpreted 
to  be  a  fpecies  of  gaards,  prsefidii  nrilitaris  fpecies,  in  the  time 
^f^r  Jv^n  Vaflillievitch.    Vid.  ubi  fupra. 
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0ut  all  let  or  delay ;  But  if  Our  iuftice  may  tot 
agree  the  parties,  then  lots  to  be  made,  and  to 
whofe  lotto  it  fliali  fall,  to  him  the  right  to  hot 
giuen,  and  that  onely  our  coun&iie  at  Mof* 
(iouie,  and  none  of  our  captained  or  authorifed. 
people,  Or  officers  in  any  other  our  townea,  grot 
judgement  vpon  th«  laid  engliih  marchants  for 
any  thing* 

XIV.  Alfo,  if  any  ftranger  Aal  haue  matter  of 
Cdntrouerfie  with  any  englifli  marchant,  fador  or 
feruant,  abiding  within  thefe  our  realmes,  or 
•Wntraiywife  any  englifli  marchant,  fe&or  or 
feruant,  againft  any  other  ftranger,  in  all  thofe 
laufes  our  counfaile  of  the  opriffinie,  to  giue 
them  juftice,  and  to  make  an  agreement  and 
tnde  betweene  the  parties,  without  all  delaye; 
itid  tttme  to  deale  therein,  faue  our  cOuniaile  of 
the  6priflinie ;  XV.  And  if  any  man  haue  a&ion 
4gainft  arty  englifli  marchant  being  abfent,  that 
theik  ift  his  abfence  it  flialbe  lawful  for  any  other 
Englishman  at  his  aflignation  to  anfwere  his  caufe. 

XVI.  If  *ny  Englishman  happen  to  be  wounded 
W  beaten  to  death,  or  any  Ruffe  or  ftranger 
flaine  or  beaten,  XVII.  Or  any  ftollen  goods  to 
be  found  in  the  feide  englifli  houfes,  then  our 
counfellers  to  caufe  the  gutltie  perfons  to  be 
fought  out,  and  to  doe  tight  and  juftice  in  the 
c^ufe,  and  the  partie  that  is  guiltie,  if  he  deferue 
punifliment,  to  be  corre&cd  accordingly  after  hi$ 
qft'ence,  that  the  laid  englifli  maichanta,  fafixw 

and 
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and  fcruante  fuftaine  thereby  no  hinderance  or 
damage. 

XVIII.  And  whatfoeuer  englifh  marchant,  fac- 
tor, feruant,  ov  deputie,  fhalbe  guiltie  of  any  fault; 
deferring  our  difpieafure,  then  our  counfailers  to 
caufe  the  guiltie  partie  to  goe  vnder  fureties,  and 
their  goods  to  be  fealed  and  kept,  vntill  our  plea* 
fure  bee  further  knowen,1  and  our  counfaile  to  ex- 
amine their  offence,  and  fo  to  report  it  vnto  v% 
that  wee  may  command  what  fhall  bee  done 
therein,  and  none  other  to  be  arretted  or  haue 
their  goods  fealed,  which  are  not  guiltie  of  that 
offence,  nor  to  flay  or  apprehend  them  in  any  of 
our  dominions  for  the  fame. 

XIX.  If  any  englifh  marchant,  faftor  or  feruant 
fhal  offend,  it  fhalbe  lawfull  for  their  agent  to  doe 
iuftice  vpon  the  faid  partie,  or  to  fend  him  home 
into  England  at  his  pleafure. 

XX.  If  any  englifh  marchant,  fa&or  or  feruant, 
haue  lent  or  hereafter  fhall  lende  money  to  any 
of  our  people,  or  credite  them  with  wares,  and 
fo  depart  into  any  foreigne  countrey,  or  die 
before  the  debt  bee  due  to  be  paide,  then  our 
people  and  marchants  to  paye  the  faide  debt,  to 
whom  foeuer  fhall  be  appointed  to  the  faid  roome 
or  charge,  and  the  faid  englifh  marchant,  fa&or, 
or  feruant,  to  bring  his  bill  of  debt  to  our  coun* 
fell,  to  fhewe  them  what  is  due,  and  what  money 
is  owing  them  for  any  wares :  and  thus  to  doe 
truly,  not  adding  any  whit  to  the  debt,  and  our 

counfel 


438  ESTABLISHMENT  OF  TffE 

counfel  to  command  the  debt  to  be  difcftat£ed 
vnto  the  englifli  marchant,  fa&or,  or  feruant, 
without  delay* 

; ;  XXI.  And  whatfoeuer  etiglifh  marchant  {hall 
be  arrefted  for  debt,  then  our  counfell  to  command 
the  partie  vnder  arreft  to  be  deliuered  to  the 
agent;  and  if  he  haue  no  fuertie,  to  bind  the 
agent  with  him,  for  the  better  force  of  the 
bond, 

-  And  if  any  Engliflitfcan  be  endebted,  we  will 
the  creditor  not  to  caft  him  in  prifon,  or  to  deliuer 
Jiim  to  the  fergeant,  left  the  officer  lofe  him,  but 
to  take  ware  in  pawne  of  the  debt. 

XXII.  Aifo  of  our  goodnes,  we  haue  granted 
the  englifli  marchants  to  fend  our  commiffion  to 
all  our  townes,  captaines,  and  authorifed  men, 
to  defende  and  gard  the  faide  marchants  from 
all  theeues,  robbers,  and  euili  difpofed  perfons. 

XXIII.  If  in  comming  or  going  to  and  fro  our 
dominions,  the  marchants,  the  fa&ors,  or  feruant? 
be  fpoiled  on  the  fea,  our  counfell  fliall  fend  our 
letters,  and  will  them  to  be  fought  out,  and  where 
they  fliall  finde  the  goods,  caufe  it  to  be  reftored 
agajne,  and  the  offender  to  be  punifhed,  according 
to  our  commandement, 

.  XXIV.  Alfo  of  our  goodnes,  we  haue  grante4 
the  faide  marchants  to  take  vp  brokers,  packers, 
wayejs,  and  fuch  like  labourers,  as  fliall  be  neede- 
full  for  them,  paying  for  their  hier  as  the  laborers 
«n<l  they  fliall  agree. 

:.   ...  XXV, 
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4  XXV.  We  likewife  of  our  goodnes,  haue  licerifed 
the  engiifh  marchants  in  our  town es  of  Mofkof: 
Nouogorode  the  great,  andPaiko,  that  the  coiner} 
of  the  faid  townes  (hall  melt  dollers,  and.coihg' 
money  for  them,*  without  cuftoine,  allowing  for 
eoales,  and  other  neceffaries,  with  the  workeinan* 
ihip. 

XXVI.  Alfo  of  our  goodnes,  wee  haue  granted 
to  the  faid  engli/h  merchants,  to  take  poftehorfe  at 
needefuli  times,  leauing  with  our  officers  a  note 
how  many  they  take,  and  not  els,  in  no  cafe  hfrhr 
dering  or  diminifliing  our  treafurie. 

XXVIL  Alfo  for  our  filler  queene  Elizabeths1 
lake,  we  of  our  goodnes  haue  granted  to  the  merch-> 
ants  within  written,  this  our  letter,  and  to  their  fuo 
cefibrs,  that  no  Englilhman,  nor  any  other  ftranger, 
come  without  the  queenes  leaue  to  Colmogorode^ 
the  riuer  of  Vob,  Vafiagy,  Pechora,  Cowlaye, 
Wefeyne,  Pechmecoue,  Zeleutlkyes  ifland,  the 
riuer  of  Shame,  nor  to  no  other  hauen  of  Dwina, 
nor  to  any  part  of  the  northiide  of  Dwina,  by 
hetherward  of  Wardhoufe,  to  any  hauen,  with 
fliippe,  bufle,  or  any  other  veffell,  nor  tooc» 
cupie  in  any  kind  of  waies,  but  onely  the  faid 
englifh  companie,  and  their  fucceffors,  to  whome 
we  of  pur  goodnes  haue  granted  this  priui- 
ledge. 

XXVIII.  Alfo  that  no  engliih  merchant,  with* 
out  the  queenes  leaue,  fhall  come  with  any  wares, 
tq  the  Naruc,  or  Vriogorode. 

XXIX. 
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XXIX.  And  whatfoeuer  eDglitfi  merchant, 
ftranger,  or  other,  of  whatfoeuer  countrey  he  be, 
ihaU  oome  with  any  fhippe,  bufte,-  or  any  other  ve£ 
fcl^  to  any  of  the  (aid  hauens,  of  the  north  fide,  to 
any  part  of  Dwina,  by  north  the  Narue,  orVriago- 
lode,  without  the  queenes  leaue  or  knowledge,  not 
being  of  the  company  aboue  written,  wee  to  appro* 
ftende  and  take  the  fame  veffell  from  thofe  ftrangers 
and  merchants,  the  one  halfe  to  vs  the  emperour, 
and  great  duke,  and  the  other  halfe  to  the  com- 
panie of  englUfc  merchants. 

XXX.  Alfo  of  our  goodnes,  we  haue  granted 
the  laid  companie  of  englifh  merchants,  that  no 
Mglifh  merchants  or  ftrangers  fhall  paffe  through 
ear  dominions,  to  Boghare,  Perfia,  Caibin,  Char- 
<Jay$.  or  other  countreies,  faue  onely  the  com- 
panie of  englifh  merchants,  and  our  owne  meA* 
fengera. 

•  XXXL  Alfo  whatfoeuer  EngHfh man,  comming 
qut  of  England,  or  any  other  countrey,  into  our 
dominions,  without  the  queenes  leauq,  and  know- 
ledge, not  being  of  the  faid  companie,  written 
within  thofe  our  letters,  mind,  and  purpofe,  to 
abide  in  our  realme,  contrary  to  the  queen c's  will 
and  pkafurc,  or  any  way  abufe  himfelfe,  the  agent 
Aall  freely  fend  him  home,  to  the  qucene  his  ft>* 
uieraigne :  which  if  the  agent  of  himfelfe  be  vnablo 
to  do,  let  him  pray  for  aide  of  the  captatnes  and 
officers  of  our  townes  there  being,  and  fo  feud  him 

2  to 
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to  prifon,  and  will  the  faide  captaines  not  to  hinder 
the  laid  agent  from  fending  home  fuch  euill  per- 
fons  into  England. 

XXX IL  And  if  any  man  within  our  countrey, 
runne  away  to  any  other  towne,  or  places  the 
engliih  merchants,  and  faftors,  to  haue  free  li- 
berie to  apprehende  him,  and  take  their  goods 
from  him  again e. 

XXXIII-  And  as  for  our  priuiledgei  giuen  to 
Thomas  Glouer,  Ralfe  Rutter,  Chriftopher  Bennet, 
Iohn  Chappell,  and  their  adherents,  we  haue  com- 
manded the  fame  priuiledges  to  be  taken  from 
them- 

XXXIV*  Alfo  we  of  our  goodnes  have  granted 
the  faid  company  of  englifh  merchants,  their  fuo 
ccflfors  feruants  and  deputies,  that  doe  or  fliall  re- 
maine  at  Muiko,  or  elfewhefre  within  our  domi- 
nions freely  to  keepe  their  owne  lawe :  and  in  any 
wife  none  of  ours  to  force  them  to  our  lawe  or 
faith  again  ft  their  wilL 

Moreouer,  foefides  and  with  the  companie  of 
englifli  merchants,  we  permit  all  {hangers,  to 
trade  to  our  towne  of  Narue,  Vriogorode,  and 
other  our  townes  of  Leifland,  as  they  haue  done 
before  time.  From  the  beginning  of  the  world 
7077.  in  the  motieth  of  June  20.  indiftion  12. 
The  yeere  of  our  lordfliip  and  reigne  35.  and 
of  our  empire  of  Rufland  23,  Cafkn  1 7.  Aftra- 
can  15. 

"Other 
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Other  fpeciall  graunts  by  his  Maiefties  priuate 
letters  at  the  fuite  of  Mailer  Randolph  em- 
baHadour. 

Releasement  out  of  pnfon  of  Fitzherbert, 
that  was  accufed  for  writing  of  letters  againft  thd 
emperour. 

Liberty  giuen  to  Thomas  Greene,  that  was  ac- 
cufed and  troubled  vpon  fufpicion  of  his  dealing 
irfth  the  embaifadour,  and  licence  giufin  to  him  t6 
traffique  as  he  was  accuftomed. 
•  Andrew  Atherton  and  his  fureties  releafed  at  the 
^arue  and  his  feruaunt  at  the  Mofko,  that  werfc 
In  trouble  for  fending  the  merchants  letters  into 
"England. 

•  A  letter  graunted  to  Thomas  Southam  to  thfc 
totinfaile  foi'  iufticc  againft  them  that  dole  the 
jsearlcs. 

tiis  maiefties  fauour  promifed  to  the  artificers, 
and  liuings  to  be  appointed  them  as  they  can  beft 
'defertie. 

;  A  letter  to  the  merchants'  that  weht  into  Perfia, 
to  pafle  freely  without  impeachment  in  his  domi- 
.trions,  as  alfo  letters  of  fauour  to  the  great  Shiwe 
;ofPerffa. 

**  A^giWnrvttto  kthc  compknte  that   at   what 
time  foeuer,  they  fend  to  the  difcouery  of  Cataya, 
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they  fhalbe  licenfed  to  repaire  vnto  this  countrey 
and  hauefuch  condu&s  and  guides,  marrinei*, 
vefiels,  men,  and  victuals*  as  they  iliall  ftand  iti 
•neede  of.      ■    ' 

It  is  alfo  promifed  by  kneez  Afi&na,  and 
Peter  Gregoriwich  in  the  *  eiiiperours  name,  that 
if  Benet  Butler  or  any  Englishman  complaine, 
deface,  hinder  in  way  of  traffique,  or  otherwife 
goe  about  todifcredite.  the  worihipfull  compa- 
iiie,  and  their  doinges,  that  therein  they  ftall 
♦not  bee  harde,  and  the  doers  to  bee  puntihcd, 
as  in  ftich  cafes  they  fhalbee  iudged  to  haue  <de- 
ferued,  I 

Certaine  perfons  grauntcd  to  be  fent  home  into 
England  that  fertied  the  company,  and  were  prao 
tffers  againft  them  in  that  countrey  "   * 


'  <; 


t.  *» 


*  * 


it.      Jv. 
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A  Cdmmiflkra  giuen  by  vs  Thouaas  Randolph, 
Embafikdour  for  the  Queenes  Mateftie  ia 
Ruflia,  and  Thomas  Bannifter,  &c.  vtfto  lames 
Baflendine,  lames  Woodcocke,  and  Richard 
Browne,  the  which  Baflendine,  Woodcocks, 
and  Browne  we  appoint  ioiatly  together,  and 
aydexs,  the  one  of  them  to  the  other,  in  a 
voyage  of  difconeiy  to  be  made  (by  the  grace 
of  God)  by  them,  for  fearchingof  the  faa,  and 
border  of  the  coaft,  from  the  riuer  Pichora,  to 
the  Eaftwardes,  as  hereafter  fhlloweth,  Aim. 
1J88.  Thefirftof  Auguft. 

Inprimis,  when  your  barke  with  all  furniture 

is  ready,  you  ihall  at  the  beginning  *>f  the  yeere 

(as  foone  as  you  poffible  may)  make  your  repaire 

to  the  eafterne  part  of  the  riuer  Pechora,  where  is 

an  ifland  called  Dolgoieue,  and  from  thence  you 

ihall  paffe  to  the  eaftwarde3  alongeft  by  the  fea. 

coaft  of  Hugorie  or  the  mayne  lande  of  Pechora, 

and  fayling  alongft  by  the  fame  coaft,  you  /hall 

paffe  within  feuen  leagues  of  the  ifland  Vaigattes 

which  is  in  the  ftrafght,  almoft  halfe  way  from 

the  coaft  of  Hugorie,  vnto  the  coaft  of  Noua 

Zembla,  which  ifland  Vaigattes  and  Noua  Zembla, 

you  ihall  finde  noted  in  your  plat,  therefore  you 

ihall  not  neede  to  difcouer  it :  but  proceede  on 

alongeft  the  coaft  of  Hugorie,  towardcs  the  riuer 

£Lbba. 

There 


? 
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There  is  a  bay  betweene  the  faide  Vaigattes, 
and.  the  riuer  Obba,  that  doth  byte  to  the  fouth- 
wardes,  into  the  lande  of  Hugorie,  in  which  bay 
are  two  finall  riucrs,  the  one  called  Cara  Reca, 
the  other  Narmfye,  as  in  the  paper  of  notes  which 
are  giuen  to  you  herewith  may  appeare,  in  the 
which  baye  you  fhall  not  neede  to  fpende  any 
time  for  fearching  of  it,  but  to  dire<Si  your  courfe 
to  the  riuer  Ob,  (if  otherwife  you  be  not  con- 
ftiained  to  keepe  alongft  the  fhoare, )  and  whea 
you  come  to  the  riuer  Ob,  you  fhall  not  enter  into 
it,  but  paile  oucr,  vnto  the  eaftcrnc  parte  of  the 
mouth  of  the  faid  riuer.  . 

And  when  you  are  at  the  cafterne  part  of  the 
mouth  of  Obba  Reca,  you  fhall  from  thence  pafle 
to  the  eaft wards,  alongft  by  the  border  of  the  faid 
coaft,  defcribing  the  fame  in  fuch  perfeft  order,  as 
you  can  beft  doe  it  You  fhall  not  lcaue  the  faide 
coafte  or  border  of  the  land,  but  paffe  alongft  by 
it,  at.  lcaft  in  fight  of  the  fame,  vntill  you  haue 
failed  by  it  fo  farre  to  the  eaftwards,  and  the  time 
of  the  ycere  fo  farre  fpent,  that  you  doe  tliinke  it 
time  for  you  to  returne  with  your  barke  to  winter, 
which  trauell  may  well  be  three  or  400.  leagues 
to  the  eaftwards  of  the  Ob,  if  the  fea  doe  reach  fo 
farre,  as  our  hope  is  it  doth :  but  and  if  you  finde 
not  the  faid  coaft  and  fea  to  trende  fo  farre  to  the 
eaftwards,  yet  you  fhall  not  leaue  the  coaft  at  any 
time,  but  proceede  alongft  by  it,  as  it  doth  lie, 
leauiug  no  part  of  it  vnfearched,  or  feene,  vnlefle 

vql.  ir.  n  n  it 
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k  be  fome  baye,  or  riuer,  that  you  doe  certainly 
know  by  the  report  of  the  people,  that  you  fhall 
fiutle  in  thofe  borders,  or  eife  fome  certaine  tokens* 
wherby  you  of,  your  felues  may  iudge  it  to  be  fo* 
For  our  hope  is,  that  the  faid  border  of  land,  and 
fea,  doth  in  ihort  fpace  after  you  pafle  the  Ob,  in- 
cline eaft,  and  fo  the  fouthwardes.  And  therefore 
we  would  haue  no  part  of  the  lancl  of  your  ftarre- 
boord  fide,  as  you  proceede  in  your  diicouerie,  to 
be  left  vridifcouercd. 

But  and  if  the  faid  border  of  land  doe  not  in- 
cline fo  to  the  eaftwards,  as  we  prefuppofe  it,  but 
that  it  doe  prooire  to  incline,  and  trende  to  the 
north wardes,  and  fo  ioyne  with  Noua  Zembla, 
making  the  fea  from5  Vaigats  to  the  eaftwards 
but  a  baye:  yet  we  will  that  you  doe  keepe 
alongft  by  the  faid  coaft,  and  fo  bring  vs  cer- 
taine report  of  that  forme  and  maimer  of  the 
lame  have. 

And  if  it  doe  fo  prooue  to  be  a  baye,  and  that 
you  baue  pafled  rounde  about  the  fame,  and  fo  By 
the  trending  of  the  land  come  baeke  vnto  that 
part  of  Noua  Zembla,  that  is  againft  Vaigats, 
whereas  you  may  from  that  fee  the  faid  ifland 
Vaigats,  if  the  time  of  the  yeere  will  permit  you, 
you  ihall  from  thence  paffe  alongft  by  the  faid 
border  and  coaft  of  Noua  Zembla,  to  the  weft- 
wards,  and  fo  to  fearch  whether  that  part  of  Noua 
Zembla  doe  ioyne  with  the  lande,  that  fir  Hugh 
Wiiloughbie  difcouered  in  anno  55.  and  isin  72. 

degrees 
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d Agrees,  and  from  that  part  of  Noua  Zembla,  120: 
leagues  to  the  weft  wards,  as  your  plat  doth  fhewe 
it  vnto  you ;  and  if  you  doe  finde  that  lande  to 
ioyne  with  Noua  Zembla,  when  you  come  to  it, 
you  ihall  proceede  further  along  the  fame  coaft, 
if  the  time  of  the  yeere  wHi  permit  it,   and  that 
you  doe  thinke  there  will  be  fufficient  time  for  you 
•to  returne  backe  with  your  bailee  to  winter,  either 
at  Pechora,  or  into  liuffia,  at  your  difcretion :  for 
we  referre  the  fame  to  your  good  iudgements, 
trufting  that  you  will  lofe  no  time,  that  may  fur'* 
tlier  your  knowledge  in  this  voyage. 

Note  you,  it  was  the  20.  of  Auguft,  56,  ere 
the  Serchethrift  began  to  returne  backe  from  her 
difcouerie,  to  winter  in  Ruffia,  and  then  fhe  came 
From  the  ifland  ofVaigats,  being  forcibly  driueu 
from  thence,  with  an  eafterly  winde,  and  yce, 
and  fo  flie  came  Into  the  riuer  Dwina,  and  ar- 
riued  at  Colmogro,  the  11.  of  September,  56, 
If  the  yce  had  not  bene  fo  much  that  yeere, 
as  it  was,  in  the  Streights,  on  both  fides  of  the 
ifland  Vaigats,  they  in  the  faid  pinnefle,  would 
that  yeere  haue  difcoqered  the  partes  that  you 
are  no  we  fent  to  feeke:  which  thing  (if  it  had 
pleafed  God)  might  haue  bene  done  then :  but 
God  hath  referued  it  for  fome  other.  Which 
difcouerie,  if  it  may  be  made  by  you,  it  fhall  not 
onely  proue  profitable  vnto  you,  but  it  will  atfb 
purchafe  perpetuall  fame  and  renowne,  both  to 
you,  and  our  countrey.  And  thus  not  doubting  of 
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your  willing  defires,  and  forwardnes  towards  the 
fame,  we  pray  God  to  hlefle  you,  with  a  luckie 
beginning,  fortunate  fucceffe,  and  happily  to  ende 
the  fame.     Amen. 


V 


Neceflari€i  notes  to  be  obferued,  and  followed  ip 
your  difcouerie,  as  hereafter  foUoweth. 

When  your  barke  with  all  furniture,  and  ne- 
ceflaries,  fliall  be  in  readines  for  you  to  depart  to 
the  fea  (if  it  be  that  you  take  your  barke  at 
S.  Nicholas,  or  any  part  of  Dwina  Reca)  you 
fhall  from  thence,  euen  as  timely  in  the  fpring 
as  the  yce  will  permit  you,  faile,  and  make  all 
expedition  that  may  be,  vnto  the  mouth  of  the 
riuer  Pechora,  (as  your  commiffion  doth  Icade 
you)  and  as  you  paife  by  the  coaft  all  alpngft, 
notwithftanding  the  plat  that  fliewethx  you  the 
dcfcription  of  the  faid  coaft,  from  Dwina  vnto 
Vaigats,)  yet  you  fliall  feeke  by  all  the  meanes 
that  you  can,  to  amend  the  lame  plat,  vfing  as 
many  obferuations,  as  you  poffibly  can  doe  :  and 
thefe  notes  following,  are  to  be  obferued  by  you 
principally. 

1.  Fir  ft,  that  you  doe  obferue  the  latitude  as 

often,  and  in  as  many  places,  as  you  may  poffibly 

doe  it,  noting  diligently  the  place  where  you  doe 

fo  obferue  the  fame. 

2.  Alfo 
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2.  Alfo  that  you  doe  diligently  fet  with  your 
compaffc,  how  the  land  doth  lie  from  point  to 
point,  all  alongft  as  you  goe,  and  to  vfe  your 
iudgementes  howe  farre  there  ijlay  bee  betweene 
leche  of  theta. 

3.  Item,  that  you  doe  alwayes  vfe  to  drawe  the 
proportion,  and  by  ting  of  the  land,  as  well  the  ly- 
ing out  of  the  poyntes,  and  head  lands,  vnto  the 
which  you  /hall  giue  fome  apt  names  (at  your  dis- 
cretion) as  alfo  the  forme  of  the  bayes,  and  to 
make  fome  marke  in  drawing  the  forme,  and  border 
of  the  fame,  where  the  high  cliffes  are,  and  where 
lowe  land  is,  whether  fandie  hilles,  or  whatfoeuer : 
omitte  not  to  note  any  thing,  that  may  be  fenfible, 
and  apparant  to  you,  which  may  feme  to  any 
purpofe, 

4.  In  paffing  along  by  any  coaft,  that  you 
keepe  your  lead  going  often  times,  and  found,  at 
the  lead  once  euery  glaffe,  and  oftener  if  you 
thinke  good  as  occafion  doeth  ferue,  and  note  dili- 
gently the  depth  with  the  maner  of  the  grounde, 
and  at  euery  time,  howe  ferre  the-  fame  founding 
may  be  from  the  next  fhore  to  it :  and  howe  the 
next  poynt  or  head  land  doth,  beare  from  you. 
And  in  the  lea  after  you  fet  off  from  your  porte, 
you  fhall  orderly  at  the  end  of  euery  foure  glaffes 
found,  and  if  you  finde  ground,  note  the  depth 
and  what  grounde,  but  if  you  can  finde  no  ground, 
you  fliall  alfo  note  in  what  depth  you  could  finde 
ixo  ground. 

»  n  3  5.  Alfo 
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£.  Alfo  that  you  doe  diligently  obferae  the 
flowing,  and  ebbing  in  euery  place,  and  bow  the 
tides  do  fet,  which  way  the  flood  doth  come,  ancj 
Jiow  much  water  it  doth  high  in  cuery  place,  and 
what  force  the  fame  .tide  hath  to  driue  a  ihip  ii* 
£U  houre,  as  neere  as  you  can  iudge  it,  * 

(>,  Alfo  that  you  doe  feeke  to  obferue  with  the 
jnftrument,  which  I  deliuer  you  herewith,  accord* 
ing  as  I  taught  you  at  Rofe  ifland,  the  true  plat- 
formes,  and  diftances,  in  as  many  places  as  conue* 
jiiently  you  may,  for  it  ferueth  very  aptly  your 
purpofe.  ' 

7.  Alfo  that  you  take  with  you  paper  and  ynke, 
and  keepe  a  continuall  iournall,  or  remembrance 
day  by  day,  of  all  fuch  things  as  fhal  fal  out  worth 
the  knowledge,  not  forgetting,  or  omitting  to 
write  it,  and  note  it,  that  it  may  be  fliewpd  #n<| 
read  at  your  returne.  . 

t  8.  Thefe  orders  if  you  fhall  diligently'  obferue! 
it  will  bee  eafie  for  you  to  make  a  platte,  and  per* 
fe&  defcription  of  your  difcouerie,  and  fo  ihall 
your  notes  bee  fufficient  to  anfwere  that  which  is 
looked  for  at  your  handes.  But  withall  you  may 
not  forgette,  to  note  as  manie  thinges  as  you  can 
learne  and  vnderftande  by  the  reporte  of  jmie 
people  whatfoeuer  #iey  be,  fo  that  it  appertaine 
any  way  to  our  defires.  And  thus  the  ^ord  God 
profper  ^our  voyage,     Ajneifc 


Certains 
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Certaine  letters  in  verfe,  written  by  Maftcr  George 
Turberuile  out  of  Mofcouia,  which  went  as 
Secretarie  thither  with  Matter  Thomas  Ran- 
dolph, her  Maiefties  Embaffadour  to  the  Em- 
perour  1568.  to  certaine  friends  of  his  in  Lon- 
don, defcribing  the  manners  of  the  Countrey, 
and  people. 

R 

To.  his  efpcciall friend  Mqflcr  Edxcard  Dancie. 

MY  Dancie  deere,  when  I  recount  within  my  brcft, 
My  London  friends,  and  wonted  mates,  and  thee  aboue  the  reft  t 
'  1  feele  a  thoufand  fittes  of  deepe  and  deadly  woe, 
To  thinke  that  I  from  land  to  fea.  from  bliffe  to  bale  did  goe, 
I  left  my  natiue  foyle,  full  iike  a  retchleffe  man, 
And  vnacquainted  of  the  coaft,  among  the  Ruffles  ran  i 
A  people  pafling  rude,  to  vices  vile  inclinde, 
Folke  fitte  to  be  of  Bacchus  trayne,  fo  quaffing  is  their  kind* 
Drinke  is  their  whole  defire,  the  pot  is  all  their  pride, 
The  fobreft  head  doeth  once  a  day  ftand  needfull  of  a  guide. 
If  he  to  banquet  bid  his  friends,  he  will  not  (hrinke 
On  them  at  dinner  to  beftowe  a  douzen  kindes  of  drinke  i 
Such  licour  as  they  haue,  and  as  the  countrey  giues, 
But  chiefly  two,  one  called  kuas,  whereby  the  moufike  lines. 
Small  ware  and  water  like,  but  fomewhat  tarte  in  tafte, 
The  reft  is  mcade  of  honie  made,  wherewith  their  lippes  they  bade. 
And  if  he  goe  vnto  his  neighbour  as  a  gueft, 
He  cares  for  little  meate,  if  fo  his  drinke  be  of  the  beft. 
No  wonder  though  they  vfe  fuch  *ile  and  beaftly  trade, 
Sith  with  the  hatchet  and  the  hand,  their  chiefeft  gods  be  made. 
Their  idolea,  haue  their  heartes,  on  God  they  neuer  call, 
Vnleflc'lt  be  (Nichola  Bough)  that  hangs  againft  the  wall. 
The  houfe  that  hath  no  god,  or  paynted  faint  within, 
Js  not  to  be  rclbrted  too,  that  roofe  is  full  of  finne* 

N  N  4  '       Bifida 
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Bcfidcs  their  priuate  gods,  in  open  places  (land 

Their  crofles  vnto  which  they  crooche,  and  blcffc  themfelues  "with  hand. 

Deuoutly  downe  they  ducke,  with  forehead  to  the  ground, 

Was  neuer  more  deceit  in  ranges,  and  grcafre  garments  found. 

Almort  the  meaneft  man  in  all  the  countric  rides, 

The  woman  eke  agaraft  our  vfe,  her  trotting  horfe  beftrides. 

In  fundry  colours  they  both  men,  and  women  goe, 

In  bufkins  all,  that  money  haue  on  buflcirfs  to  beftoe. 

Echc  woman  hanging  hath  a  ring  within  her  care. 

Which  all  of  auncitnt  vfe,  and  fome  of  vejy  pride  doe  weare. 

Their-gate  is  very  braue,  their  countenance  wife  and  fadde, 

And  yet  they  follow  fleihly  luftes,  their  trade  of  liuing  badde. 

It  is  no  (hame  at  all  accounted  to  dcaie 

Anothers  bedde,  they  make  no  care,  their  follies  to  concHc* 

Is  not  the  meaneft  man  in  all  the  land  but  hee, 

1  o  buy  her  paynted  colours  doth  allow  his  wife  a  fee, 

Wherewith  the  deckes  her  felfe,  and  dyes  her  tawnie  (kinne, 

She  prankes  and  paintes  her  fmoakie  face}  both  browe,  iippe,  cheeke,  and 

chinne* 
Yta  thofe  that  honeft  are,  if  any  fuch  there  bee 
Within  the  lande,  doth  vfe  the  like  :  a  man  may  plainely  fee 
Vpon  fome  women.;  cheekes  the  paynting  how  it  lyes, 
In  pUtter  fort  for  that  too  thicke,  her  face  the  harlot  diet. 
But  fuch  as  (kilfull  are,  arid  cunning  dames  indeede, 
By  daily  prattife  doe  it  well,  yea  furc  they  doe  exceede. 
Th:y  lay  their  colours  fo,  as  he  that  is  full  wife, 
May  eafily  be  deceiuM  therein,  if  he  doe  truft  his  eyes. 
I  not  a  little  mufe,  what  madnes  makes  them  paint 
Their  faces,  waying  how  they  keepe  the  Aoouc  by  meere  conftrainu 
'  For  fcldome  when,  vnleflfe  on  church  or  marriage  day 
A  man  mail  fee  the  dames  abroade,  that  are  of  bed  aray. 
The  Raffle  mcancs  to  reape  the  profit  of  her  pride, 
And  fo  he  mewes  her,  to  be  fure  (he  lye  by  no  mans  fide. 
Thu»  much  friend  Dancie,  I  did  mean*  to  write  to  thee, 
To  let  thee  weete  in  Ruflia  land,  what  men  and  women  bee. 
Hereafter  1  perhaps  of  other  thinges  will  write 
To  thee,  and  other  of  my  friendes,  which  I  (hall  fee  with  fight  s 
And  other  ftuffe  befides,  'which  true  report  (hall  tell, 
Meane  while  I  ende  my  louing  lines,  and  bid  thee  now  farewell. 

To 
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.To  Spencer. 


IF  I  fheuld  now  forget,  or  not  remember  thee, 
Thou  Spencer  mighteft  a  fook  rebuke,  and  flume  impute  to  mee« 
For  1  to  open  (hew  did  loue  thee  parting  well, 
And  thou  wert  he  at  parture,  whom  1  loathde  to  bid  farewell* 
And  as  I  went  thy  friend,  fo  I  continue  ftAl, 
No  better  proofe  thou  canft  then  this  defire  of  true  good  will, 
I  doe  remember  well  when  needes  1  mould  away, 
And  that  the  pofte  woulde  licence  vs,-  no  longer  time  to  ftaj : 
Thou  wrongft  me  by  the  rift,  and  holding  faft  my  hand, 
Didft  craue  of  me  to  fend  thee  newes,  and  how  I  liked  the  land. 
It  is  a  fandie  fatfe,  no  very  fruitful!  vaine, 

More  wafte  and  wooddie  grounds  there  are,  then  clofes  fit  for  graine. 
Yet  graine  there  growing  is,  which  they  untimely  take, 
And  cut  or  eare  the  corne  be  ripe,  they  mowe  it  on  a  flake. 
And  laying  (heafe  by  tneafe,  their  harueft  fo  they  drie, 
They  make  the  greater  hafte,  for  feare  the  froft  the  come  deflre*/. 
For  in  the  winter  time,  fo  glarie  is  the  ground, 
As  neither  grafie,  nor  other  graine,  in  paftures  may  be  found* 
In  corns  the  cattell  then,  the  rtieepe,  the  colt,  the  cowe, 
Faft  by  his  bed,  the  mowflke  then,  a  lodging  doth  aUowe, 
Whom  he  with  fodder. feedes,  and  holds  as  deere  as  life : 
And  thus  they  weare  the  winter,  with  the  mowfrke  and  his  wife. 
Seuen  months  the  winter  dares,  the  glare  it  is  fo  great, 
As  it  is  May  before  he  tome  his  ground  to  fowe  his  wheat*. 
The  bodies  eke  that  die,  vnburied  iie  they  then, 
Laid  vp  in  coffins  made  of  firre,  as  well  the  pooreft  mess, 
As  thofe  of  greater  ftate :  the  caufe  is  lightly  found, 
For  that  in  winter  time,  they  can  not  come  to  breake  the  ground* 
And  wood  fo  plenteoos  is,  quite  throughout  all  the  land 
As  rich,  and  poor e,  a,t  time  of  death  astxird  of  coffins  ftaod. 
Perhaps  thou  mufeft  r.iooh,  how  this  may  ftand  with  reafon. 
That  bodies  dead  can  vncorrupt  abide  fo  long  a  feasbn. 
Take  this  fpr  certaine  trotjie,  as  foon  as  beatc  is  gone* 
%hc  force  of  colde  the  bodie  binds  as  hard  as  any  ftone, 


Without 
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Without  offence/at  all  to  my  lining 

And  (a  &€j  lye  in  perfect  Hate*  till  next  retame  of  fpringea 

Their  bcafb  be  like  to  oars  at  fane  as  I  can  fee 

For  tope,  and  Aewe,  bat  ibtoewtat  kne  of  balke,  and  bone  they  be. 

Of  watrim  taflc,  the  flcib  not  firme,  like  Engliih  becfe, 

And  yet  h  ferns  them  very  well,  and  is  a  good  rcleefe  t 

Their  raeepe  are  v«ry  finally  fbarpe  fingted,  handfall  long, 

Great  flore  of  fbwle  on  fea  and  land,  the  moorUh  rcedes  aanonge. 

The  greatnet  of  the  Aore,  doth  make  the  prices  leie, 

Betides  in  all  the  land  they  know*  not  bow  good  meate  to  drefle. 

4  9 

Tftey  vfc  neither  broach  nor  fpir,  but  when  the  Aooae  they  hcate, 

They  put  their  victuals  in  a  pan,  and  fo  they  bake  their  meate. 

No  pewter  to  be  had,  no  dilbet  bat  of  wood, 

No  We  of  trencher*,  cape  cat  oat  of  byrche  are  very  good. 

They  vfe  bot  wooden  fpoones,  which  hanging  in  a  cafe, 

Eacbe  mowfike  at  bit  girdle  ties,  and  tbinkes  it  no  difgrace. 

With  whitlcf  two  or  three,  the  better  man  the  mot, 

The  cheefeft  Ru  flics  in  the  land,  with  fpoone  and  knives  doc  got, 

Their  houfes  are  not  huge  of  building,  but  they  lay, 

They  plant  them  in  the  loftieft  ground,  to  fliift  the  fnowe  away. 

Which  in  the  winter  time,  eacbe  where  full  thicke  they  lie, 

Which  makes  them  haac  the  more  defire,  to  fet  their  homes  high, 

Vo  done  worke  is  in  vfe,  their  roofes  of  rafters  be, 

One  linked  in  another  faft,  their  wals  are  all  of  tree. 

Of  marls  both  long,  and  large,  with  mode  pat  in  betwecne. 

To  keepe  the  force  of  weather  oat,  I  neoer  card  haue  feme 

A  groflc  deuife  fo  good,  and  on  the  roofc  they  by 

The  birchen  barke,  to  rid  the  nine,  and  fudden  Ihowres  away. 

In  euery  roome  a  ftoue,  to  ferue  the  winter  turne, 

Of  wood  they  haue  fufficient  (lore,  ai  much  as  they  can  burnt. 

They  haue  no  EngUih  glafle,  of  dices  of  a  rocke 

Hight  fiuda,  they  their  windowes  make,  that  Engliih  glafle  doth  mocke, 

Tliey  cut  it  very  thmne,  and  fowe  it  with  a  thred 

In  pretie  order  like  to  panes,  to  ferue  their  pre  fern  neede* 

No  other  guuTe  good  faith,  doth  giue  a  better  light  t 

And  fure  the  rocke  ii  nothing  rich,  the  coll  is  very  flight* 

The  chicfeft  place  is  that,  where  hangs  the  god  by  it* 

The  owner  of  the  houfe  himfelfc  doth  neuer  Jit, 

tiniest* 
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Vnleffe  hit  better  come,  to  whom  he  yeelds  the  feat. 

The  ftranger  bending  to  the  god,  the  ground  with  brow  muft  baft* 

And  in  that  very  place  which  they  moil  facred  deeme, 

The  ftranger  lyes  j  a  token  that  his  gueft  he  doth  efteeme. 

Where  he  is  wont  to  hane  a  beam  ikinne  for  his  bed, 

And  muft  in  (lead  of  pillow,  clap  hi*  faddle  to  his  head. 

In  Ruffia  other  ihift  there  is  not  to  be  had, 

Foe  where  the  bedding  is  not  good,  the  boalfters  are  but  bad. 

I  mufed  very  much,  what  made  them  fo  to  lie, 

Sift  in  theyr  countrey  downe  is  rife,  and  feathers  out  of  crie  t 

Unleffc  it  be  becaufe  the  countrey  is  fo  hard, 

They  feare  by  niceneffe  of  a  bed  thcyr  bodyes  would  be  man), 

I  wUht  thee  oft  with  us,  faue  that  I  flood  in  feare 

Thou  wouldft  hauc  loathed  to  haue  layd  thy  limmes  rpon  a  beare. 

As  I  and  Stafford  did*  that  was  my  mate  in  bed  i 

And  yet  (we  thanke  the  God  of  heauen)  we  both  right  well  line  tftA* 

JLoe  thus  I  make  an  end :  none  other  newes  to  thee, 

But  that  the  countrey  is  too  colde,  the  people  beaftly  becw 

I  write  not  all  I  know,  I  touch  but  heere  and  there, 

For  if  I  mould,  my  pen  would  pinch,  and  eke  offend  I  fears. 

Who  fo  (hail  reade  this  verfe,  conie&ure  of  the  reft, 

And  thinke  by  reafon  of  our  trade,  that  I  do  thinke  the  beft. 

But  if  no  traffike  were,  then  could  I  boldly  pea 

The  hardneffe  of  the  foUe,  and  eke  the  miners  of  the  men* 

They  lay  the  lions  paw  giues  iudgement  of  the  beads 

And  ft>  may  you  deeme  of  the  great,  by  reading  of  the  kaft. 


To 
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To  Parker. 

MY  Parker,  paper,  pen,  and  inke  were  made  to  write, 
And  idle  heads,  that  little  do,  haoe  leifure  to  indite  : 
Wherefore,  rcfpc&ng  thefe,  and  thine  allured  lone, 
K  I  would  write  no  newes  to  thee,  thou  might'ft  my  pen  reprove* 
And  fithence  fortune  thus  hath  (hou'd  my  ihippe  on  (hore, 
And  made  me  feeke  another  realme  Tnfeene  of  me  before : 
The  manert  of  the  men  I  purpofc  to  declare, 
And  other  priuate  points  befides,  which  ftrange  and  geazon  are. 
The  Rome  men  are  round  of  bodies,  fully  iafte, 
Toe  created  part  with  bellies  biggc  that  oucrhang  the  wafte, 
Flat  beaded  for  the  moft,  with  faces  nothing  faire, 
But  browne,  by  reafon  of  the  ftoue,  and  ebfencue  of  the  aire  : 
It  is  theyr  common  vfe  to  (haue  or  els  to  weare 
Theyr  heads,  for  none  in  all  the  land  long  lolling  locks  doth  weare, 
Unlefic  perhaps  he  haue  his  fouereigne  prince  difpleas'd, 
For  then  he  neuer  cuts  his  hairc,  rntill  he  be  appcas'd. 
A  certaine  figne  to  know  who  in  <Lfpleafure  be, 
For  euery  man  that  viewes  his  bead,  will  fey,  Loc  this  is  be. 
And  during  all  the  time  he  lets  his  locks  to  grow, 
Dares  no  man  for  his  life  to  him  a  face  of  friendship  (how* 
Theyr  garments  be  not  gay,  nor  handfome  to  the  eye, 
A  cap  aloft  theyr  heads  they  haue,  that  ftandeth  very  hye, 
Which  colpacke  they  do  terme.    They  weare  no  ruffes  at  all  t 
The  bed  haue  collers  fet  with  pearle,  which  they  rubafca  calL 
Theyr  Aiirts  in  Ruflie  long,  they  worke  them  downe  before, 
And  on  the  Aecues  with  coulered  filks,  two  inches  good  and  more 
Aloft  theyr  (hirts  they  weare,  a  garment  iacket  wife 
Hight  onoriadka,  and  about  his  burlie  wafte  he  tyes 
His  portkies,  which  in  (lead  of  better  breeches  bee  s 
Of  linnen  cloth  that  garment  is,  no  codpiece  is  to  fee. 
A  payre  of  yarnen  flocks  to  keepe  the  colde  away, 
Within  his  boots  the  Ruflie  weares,  the  heele*  they  vnderiay 
With  clouting  clamps  of  fteele  ftiarpe  pointed  at  the  toes, 
And  ouer  all  a  fuba  furd,  and  thus  the  Ruflic  goes. 

Well 
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Well  butned  is  the  fube,  according  to  his  (late, 
Some  (Uke,  of  filuer  other  fome,  but  tbofe  of  pooreft  rate 
Do  weare  no  fubes  at  all,  but  grofler  gownes  to  fight, 
That  reacheth  downe  beneath  die  calfe,  and  tliat  armacha  hight  i 
Thefe  are  the  Rufiies  robes.    The  richeft  vfe  to  ride 
From  place  to  place,  his  feruant  runnes,  and  followes  by  bis  fide. 
The  caflacke  beares  his  felt,  to  force  away  the  raine : 
Their  bridles  are  not  very  braue,  their  faddles  are  but  plaine. 
No  bits  but  fnaffles  a]l,  of  birch  their  faddles  bee, 
Much  faihioned  like  the  Scotifh  feats,  broad  flacks  to  keep  the  knee 
From  fweating  of  the  horfe,  the  pannels  larger  farre 
.  And  broader  be  then  ours,  they  vfe  fliort  ftirrupt  for  the  warre  s 
For  when  the  Ruflie  is  purfued  by  cruell  foe, 
He  rides  away,  and  fuddenly  betakes  him  to  his  boe» 
And  bends  me  but  about  in  faddle  as  he  fits, 
And  thercwithall  amids  his  race,  his  following  foe  he  hits. 
Theyr  bowes  are  very  (hort,  like  Turkie  bowes  outright, 
Of  finowes  made  with  birchen  barke,  in  cunning  maner  dight. 
Small  arrowes,  cruell  heads,  that  fell  and  forked  bee, 
Which  being  (hot  from  out  thofe  bowes,  a  cruell  way  will  flee. 
They  feldome  vfe  to  (hoo  their  horfe,  vnlefle  they  vfe  to  ride 
In  poll  vpon  the  frozen  fluds,  then  caufe  they  (hall  not  Aide/ 
He  fets  a  (lender  calke,  and  fo  he  rides  his  way. 
The  horfes  of  the  countrey  go  good  fourefcore  verfts  a  day, 
And  all  without  the  fpurre,  once  pricke  them  and  they  (kippe, 
But  go  not  forward  on  their  way,  the  Ruflic  hath  lus  wbippe 
To  rappe  him  on  the  ribbes,  for  though  all  booted  bee, 
Yet  (hall  you  not  a  payre  of  fpurres  in  all  the  countrey  fee. 
The  common  game  is  chefle,  almoft  the  fimpleft  will 
Both  giue  a  checke  and  eke  a  mate,  by  prallife  comes  theyr  (kill 
Againe  the  dice  as  fart,  the  pooreft  roges  of  al 
Will  fit  them  downe  in  open  field,  and  there  to  gaming  fall. 
Their  dice  are  very  fmall,  in  fafliion  like  to  thofe 
Which  we  do  vfe,  he  takes  them  vp,  and  ouer  thumbe  he  throwes 
Not  (baking  them  a  whit,  they  caft  fufpiciouflie, 
And  yet  1  deeme  them  void  of  art  that  dicing  moft  applie. 
At  play  when  filuer  lacks  goes  faddle,  horfe  and  all, 
And  cch  thing  els  worth  filuer  walkes,  although  the  price  be  finall. 

:  Begutfe 
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Becaufe  thou  .loaeft  to  play  friend  Parker  other  while,  ** 

1  wilh  tbee  there  the  weary  day,  with  dicing  to  beguile. 

Bat  thou  weart  better  fare  at  home,  I  wift  it  well,  *" 

And  wooldeft  be  ,oath,  among  fuch  lowts  To  long  a  time  dwelL 

Then  iudge  of  vs  thy  friends,  what  kinde  d  life  we  had, 

That  Deere  the  frozen  pole  to  wafte  our  weary  dayes  were  glad. 

In  fuch  a  fauage  (bile,  where  hwes  do  bearer  no  fway. 

Bat  all  is  at  the  king  his  will*  to  faue  or  els  to  flay. 

And  that  fans  caufe  Cod  wot,  if  fo  his  minde  be  fuch, 

But  what  meane  I  with  kings  to  deale,  we  ought  no  faints  to  touchl 

Conceiue  the  reft  your  felfe,  and  deeme  what  Hues  they  lead, 

Where  lull  Is  law,  and  fubiedts  line  continually  in  dread. 

And  where  the  beft  ellates  haue  none  aflurance  good 

Of  lands,  of  Hues,  nor  nothing  falles  vnto  the  next  of  blood. 

But  aU  of  cuftome  doth  vnto  the  prince  redowne, 

And  all  the  whole  rcuenue  comes  vnto  the  king  his  crowne* 

Good  faith  1  fee  thee  mufe  at  what- 1  tell  thee  now, 

But  true  it  is,  no  choice,  but  all  at  princes  pleaibre  bow* 

So  Tarquine  ruled  Rome  as  thou  remembreft  well, 

And  what  hi*  fortune  was  at  laft,  I  know  thy  felfe  canft  telt 

Where  will  in  common  weale  doth  beare  the  onely  fway, 

And  lull  is  law,  the  prince  and  realme  mud  needs  in  time  decay* 

The  ftrangeneffe  of  the  place  is  fuch  for  fundry  things  I  fee, 

As  if  I  would  I  can  not  write  ech  private  point  to  thee. 

The  colde  is  rare,  the  people  rude,  the  prince  fo  full  of  pride, 

The  realme  fo  ftored  with  monies  and  nunnes,   and  priefts  on  eoery 

fide: 
The  maners  are  fo  Turkie  like,  the  men  fo  full  of  guile, 
The  women  wanton,  temples  flu  ft  with  idols  that  defile 
The  feats  that  facred  ought  to  be,  the  curtomes  are  fo  quaint. 
As  if  I  would  defcribe  the  whole,  I  feare  my  penne  would  faint. 
In  fumme,  1  fay  I  neuer  faw  a  prlnct  that  fo  did  raigne, 
Nor  people  fo  befet  with  faints,  yet  all  but  vile  and  vaine. 
Wilde  Irim  are  as  ciuill  as  the  Ruffles  in  theyr  kinde, 
Hard  choice  which  is  the  beft  of  both  ech  bloudy,  rude  and  blind?. 
If  thou  be  wife,  as  wife  thou  art,  and  wilt  be  rulde  by  me, 
Line  ftill  at  home,  and  covet  not  thofe  barbarous  coafts  to  fee* 
No  good  befalles  a  man  that  feeks,  and  fir.de 5  no  better  place, 
Ho  siuitt  cuitamei  to  be  iearad,  where  God  beftowes  so  grace* 
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And  truelle  ill  they  do  deferue  to  be  belou'd  of  God, 
That  neither  loue  nor  ftand  in  awe  of  his  allured  rod : 
Which  though  be  long,  yet  plagues  at  laft  the  vjje  and  beaftly  fort 
Of  iinfull  wights,  that  all  in  vice  do  place  theyr  chjcfcft  fport* 
Adieu  friend  Parker,  if  thou  lift,  to  know  the  Ruffes  well, 
To  Sigifmundus  booke  repayre,  who  all  the  trueth  can  tell : , 
For  he  long  earft  in  menage  went  vnto  that  fauage  king, 
Sent  by  the  Pole,  and  true  report  in  ech  refped  did  bring* 
To  him  I  recommend  my  felfe,  to  eafe  my  penne  of  paine. 
And  now  at  lad  do  wiih  thee  well,  and  bid  farewell  again** 


From  this  period,  till  the  death  of  Ivan  Vaffil- 
lievitch  II.  the  englifli  commerce  to  RulTia,  fome 
few  interruptions  excepted,  went  on  in  as  flouriih* 
ing  a  manner  as  could  reafonably  be  expe&ed 
of  fo  young  a  branch  of  trade.  The  company 
eftabliflied  colonies  in  feveral  parts  of  the  empire. 
Their  grand  fettlement  was  at  Mofco ;  at  No\r- 
gorod  and  Vologda  they  had  houfes,  and  in 
Kholmogor  even  landed  property*  The  principal 
articles  at  firft  exported  by  the  Englifli,  confided 
in  furs,  hides,  mafts,  hemp,  flax,  cordage,  tallow, 
train-oil,  pitch,  tar  and  leather.  Their  import 
trade  extended  to  broad  cfoths,  filk  and  cotton 
ftuffs,  trinkets,  fugar,  paper,  copper,  lead,  &c 
The  number  of  englifli  fliips  employed  in  fetch- 
ing and  carrying  thefe  commodities  was  gradually 
increafing ;  in  the  year  1582  it  amounted  to  nine. 

6  At 
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At  firft  Kholroogor  ferved  them  as  their  chief 
mart :  on  Randolph's  coming  to  Ruflia,  the  port 
of  St  Nicholas,  confiftcd,  befides  the  monafterj^ 
of  only  nine  boufes.  The  firft  fteps  for  conftruct- 
ing  a  proper  town  were  made  in  1584,  the  year 
in  which  Ivan  II.  died ;  and  when  finished  it  ob- 
tained the  name  of  New  Kholmogor.  In  the 
year  1637,  having  been  entirely  confumed  by 
fire,  it  was  completely  rebuilt  of  brick,  by  the 
affiftance  of  the  foreigners  Peter  Marfclis  and 
William  Scharf,  when,  from  the  adjacent  monat 
tery  of  the  archangel  Michael,  it  was  named  Ar- 
changelfk  # 

The  great  and  exclufive  privileges  that  were 
granted  to  the  Englifli  by  Ivan  Vaffillievitch*  may 
to  fome  perfons  appear  contradictory  to  the  known 
policy  of  that  prince ;  in  order  to  explain  this 
indulgence,  we  mud  be  acquainted  with  the  fecret 
hiftory  of  the  ruffian  court  at  that  time.  The 
hatred  entertained  by  the  tzar  againft  the  Hanfa 
and  Livonia  was  certainly  one  concurrent  caufe ; 
but  a  motive  of  ftill  greater  force  was  in  thi  for 
vourable  prepoffeffions  which  Ivan  had  conceived 
for  the  Englifh,  and  in  the  fubje&s  of  the  private 
crorrefpondence  which  he  carried  on  with  quceji 
Elizabeth.      His  frequent  a6b  of   feverity    and 

*  Hejrm's  Encycl.  33.  Lepekhin's  travels,  torn.  iii.  p.  208. 
— Tfchullcof,  part  I.  torn,  i.  p.  355.  erroneoufly  places  the 
building  of  Archangel  in  the  year  1667. 

1  -  crucltv 
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cruelty  exercifed  againft  his  fubjefts,  which  had 
procuFed  him  the  furaame  of  the  Terrible ;  his 
numerous  innovations,  which  militated  with  ths " 
fuperftition  aftd  the  prejudices  of  his  country,; 
had  worked  up  the  minds  of  the  people  to  fuch  a 
pitch,  that  even  the  fierce  Ivan  himlelf  could  not, 
remain  without  disquietude.  He  could  put  fo. 
little  confidence  ill  the  apparent  fubmiflivenefs  or 
his  fubje&s,  that  he  procured  an  afluranqe  from, 
queen  Elizabeth  that  he  fliould  find  an  afylum  in* 
her  dominions,  in  cafe  of  a  revolution  in  his  own. 
With  this  negotiation  another  was  combined,  re- 
lating to  a  propofal  of  marriage  with  lady  Annct 
Jftaftings,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Huntingdon.  — 
The  truth  of  thefe  fa&s  is  eftabliilied  by  original 
records  fubfifting  among  the  archives  in  the  colr 
Jege  of  foreign  affairs  at  Mofco. 

On  thefe  premifes  the  readinefs  of  the  tzar  tq 
favour  the  commercial  monopoly  of  the  Englifli4 
is  eafily  explained ;  though  at  the  fame  time  it 
cannot  be  denied  that  likewife  gratitude  and  po: 

licy  feera  to  have  had  fome  fliare  in  this  aft  of 

*  > 

complaifance.  It  was  but  reafonable,  that  the 
inventors  of  a  npw  branch  of  commerce,  fo  ad- 
vantageous  to  Ruflia,  and  attended  with  fo  many 
dangers  and  difficulties  to  the  englifli  adventurers, 
ihould  enjoy  a  pre-eminence  of  favour,  and  it  was 
certainly  a  maxim  of  prudence  not  to  opprefs  the 
%  jvft  opening  trade  by  too  early  fpeculatiqns  i© 
finance.  Notwithftandine,  however,  the  great 
VOJ-.  1 1.  '  o  *  and 
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and  beneficial  privileges  that  were  granted  to  the 
Englifh,  numerous  obftacles  arofe  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  their  trade.  It  is  eafy  to  imagine 
that  the  company  were  obliged  to  make  confi- 
derable  facrifices,  ere  they  could  derive  any  profit 
from  the  commerce  to  Ruffia :  fuch  as  the  equip- 
ment of  the  fhips,  and  the  pay  of  their  officers 
and  crews,  the  falaries  of  their  agents  and  de- 
puties, the  prefents  neceffary  to  be  made  to  the 
ruffian  court  and  the  minifters,  the  conftru&ion 
of  warehoufes  and  dwellings,  together  with  many 
other  expenfive  circumftances*  They  were  forced 
to  pay  annually  to  the  king  of  Denmark  a  cer- 
tain fum  for  the  free  navigation  of  the  North- 
fea,  and  for  the  liberty  of  putting  into  the  har- 
bours on  the  coaft  of  Norway  in  ftrefs  of  weather. 
Add  to  this,  that  the  balances  due  from  the  Ruf- 
fians to  the  Englifh  were  not  always  accurately- 
paid.  By  an  account  delivered  in  the  year  1581, 
the  tzarian  treafury  was  in  arrears,  partly  for 
goods  and  partly  for  money  received,  four  thou- 
fand  two  hundred  and  feventy-three  rubles, 
twenty-five  altines.  Even  the  exemption  from 
duties  repeatedly  certified  to  the  Englifli,  was 
dropped  in  the  latter  years  of  the  reign  of  Ivan  II. 
and  they  were  bound  to  pay  the  yearly  fum  of  two 
thoufand  pounds  in  lieu  of  duties. 

Still  greater  impediments  were  fhrown  in  the 
way  of  the  rifing  commerce  by  the  jealoufy  of 
other  nations.    King  Guftavus  I.  of  Sweden,  per- 
ceived 
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ceived  with  extreme  diflike  that  a  new  fource  of 
national  revenue  and  additional  means  of  civili- 
sation were  thus  opened   to  the  Ruffians;   he 
therefore  wrote  to  the  king  of  Denmark,   fcnr 
deavouring  to  infpirc  that  prince  with  imaginary 
alarms ;  by  reprefenting  to  him  that  the  Engliih 
were  providing  Raffia  with  arms  and  implements 
of  war,  and  rendering  that  nation  more  flourifh- 
ing  and  formidable,  to  the  great  detriment  of  it* 
neighbours;  and  concluded   by  conjuring  him, 
by  his  own  intereft,  to  prevent  by  all  poflible 
means  the  navigation  of  the  Englilh  to  theWhite- 
fea.     His  zeal  carried  him  fo  far,  that  he  made 
fimilar  remonftranees  to  queen  Elizabeth  ;  though 
there,  as  he  might  naturally  have  fyppofed,  with- 
out effeft.     That  priheefs,  on  the  contrary;  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  Denmark  in  1583,  by  which 
the  fhips  of  the  Raffia  company  were  granted  the 
free  navigation  of  the  North-fea,  to  fail  along  the 
coafts  of  Norway  and  Lapland  to  the  haven  of 
St.  Nicholas,  and  in  ftormy  weather  were  allowed 
to  run  into  the  ports  of  Norway  and  Iceland.  — >- 
Th$    flemifh    and   german    merchants    likevrife 
fpared  neither  money  nor  pains  in  opposition  to 
the  Englifli.     To  enable  themfelves  to  make  pre- 
feats,  they  took  up  money  at  five-and-twenty  per 
cent  and  paid  annually  in  intereft  five  thoufand 
marks.     They  actually  fucceeded  fo  far  as  to  gain 
pver  fome  perfons  of  confequence  at  the  ruffian 

098  «W*, 
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court,  Who  were  continually  counterworking  every 
^xeftiot*  of  the  Englifli. 

Though  the  paffage  to  the  fhores  of  the  White* 
&a  ami  the  Froxen-ocean  was  ejcclufively  granted 
|do  the  English,  yet,  even  during  the  reign  of  Ivan 
II.  other  nations  took  part  in  that  privilege,  efpe- 
;cially  in  thofe  intervals  when  the  alternate  courfe 
of  private  negotiations  between  the  two  courts 
rtccafioned  a  coplnefc  on  one  fide  or  the  other. 
Jtefides  the  Flemings,  the  Danes  and  Norwegians, 
particularly  the  Brabanters,  were  the  moft  a&ive 
in  reaping  advantage  from  this  new  branch  of 
(jQmmerce.  When  the  agent  from  the  Ruffi* 
company  arrived  in  1584  at  New-Kholmogor,  he 
was  faluted  by  the  engliih,  dutch  and  frehch  fliips 
lying  in  that  haibour ;  whence  it  is  to  be  inferred, 
.that  the  company  had  relinquished  their  claims 
to  an  exclufive  trade  in  opposition  to  their  own 
jzbuntrymen. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  commerce  on  the 
White-fea,  during  the  reign  of  Ivan  II.  The 
long  continuance  of  this  reign,  fr&m  1534  to 
.1584,  and  the  number  of  memorable  events  by 
which  it  was  diftinguifhed,  had  a  great  influence 
-on  the  trade  of  Ruffia ;  but  we  can  at  prefent 
only  afford  time  to  take  a  glance  at  the 
Jkltic. 

Here  feme  important  revolutions  happened  in 
the  political  confutation  of  the  maritime  coun- 
produftiveof  very  confiderable  confequcnces 

tp 
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k  to  commerce.  The  attempt  of  Ivan  II.  to  fub+ 
due  Livonia,  brought  on  a  diffolution  of  the  go* 
vernnjent  of  the  teutonic  order.  Efthonia,  in 
1561,  put  itfelf  under  the  prote&ion  of  Sweden, 
Livonia  formed  a  junction  with  Poland,  and 
Courland  became  a. peculiar  ftate  under  polifh 
fopremacy.  Rufiia,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
war,  had  got  poffeffion  of  Narva,  which  fhe 
maintained  from  1558  to  1581.  By  the  opening 
of  the  navigation  to  the  White- fea,  fhe  obtained 
therefore,  about  the  lame  time,  a  direft  commas 
nication  with  the  Baltic.  The  former,  partly  by 
reafon  of  its  remote  lUuation,  and  partly  on  ac» 
count  of  the  exclufive  privileges  of  the  Engliflj, 
was  fhut  up  to  mod  of  the  trading  nations; 
whereas  the  Baltic  was  aoceffifafe  to  people  of  evety 
country,  and  during  the  abovementioned  period 
was  the  moft .  confiderable  mart  for  the  ruffian 
commerce. 

The  hanfa,  already  long  drfpleafed  that  their 
merchants  were  no  longer  permitted  to  trade*  im- 
mediately with  the  Ruffian*,  and  jealous  at  the 
exertions  of  the  livofci&n  cities,  who  were  ftriving 
to  draw  the  ruffian  trade  to  themfelves  alone ;  at 
the  fame  time  defuous  of  being  near  theii  old  fta* 
tion  at  Novgorod,  they  direftly  removed  their 
ftaple  to  Narva,  as  fooa  as  that  city  was  taken 
poireffion  of  by  the  Ruffians*  Ivan  Vaffillievitch 
indeed  owed  the  hanfa  a  grudge  for  having,  from 
fel£ih  motives,   defeated  his  plan  for  bringing 

oo3  german 
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german  mechanics  and  artifts  into  Ruffia;  but  it 
was  neceffary  that  his  hatred  fhould  give  way  to 
maxims  of  policy.  He  not  only  immediately  con- 
fiiuned  the  hanfeatic  fettlement  in  Narva,  but  even 
invited  the  german  and  other  foreign  merchants, 
by  the  moil  friendly  reception  and  by  frequent 
entertainments,  to  vifit  this  new  ftaple-town.  lit 
a  fhort  time  here  was  a  confluence  of  lhips  from 
Antwerp,  Brabant,  Holland,  France,  and  even 
the  Englifh  employed  this  arm  of  commerce  and 
their  great  privileges,  for  tranfporting  into  Ruffia, 
by  this  fhort  conveyance, '  feverai  articles,  which, 
on  account  of  the  diitance,  could  not  go  to  Kholr 
mogor. 

The  eafy  and  commodious  track  which  was 
opened  by  the  Cafpian  into  the  interior  of  Afia, 
was  ho  fooner  in  the  hands  of  the  Ruffians  than  it 
rouzed  the  fpeculative  fpirit  of  the  Englifh  to  the 
moil  a&ive  exertions.  We  have  feen  that  our 
induftrious  countrymen  had  about  this  time  dif- 
covered  the  paflage  to  the  WhiteMea,  smd  that  the 
occafion  to  this  difcovery  had  been  the  defire  of 
finding  a  northern  way  to  China  and  India.  How 
agreeable  muft  it  appear  to  the  Engliih,  now  by 
means  of  their  fettlements  in  Ruffia,  to  have 
found  fuch  a  paflage  by  the  Volga  and  the  Caf- 
pian !  They  loft  not  a  moment  in  profiting  by  it 
So  early  as  the  fourth  voyage  undertaken  by  the 
Ruflia  company  to  St.  Nicholas,  Jenkinfon  was 

commiffioned 
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commiffioned  to  obtain  for  them  a  free  Commerce 
through  Ruffia  to  the  Cafpian.  Ivan  II.  con* 
fented  to  their  requeft  without  helitation,  and 
immediately  in  the  following  year  Jenkinfon  fet 
out  on  his  firft  voyage  thither. 

As  the  tzar  regarded  the  enterprifes  of  the 
Englifh.in  fomemeafure  as  his  own,  promifing 
both  to  himfelf  and  his  country  great  benefits 
from  them,  Jenkinfon  received  from  him  letters 
of  recommendation  and  credit  to  all  the  princes 
through  whofe  territory  he  might  have  occafion 
to  pals :  Jenkinfon  traveled  therefore  more  like  a 
ruffian  ambaflador  than  an  englifh  merchant 
However,  he  carried  with  him  a  confiderable  dock 
of  goods,  that  he  might  fee  which  met  with  the 
beft  fide,  and  might  turn  out  to  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage. He  fet  out  on  his  journey  from  Mofco 
the  25 th  of  April  1558,  and  arrived  at  Aftrakhan 
the  14th  of  July. 

Here  Jenkinfon  found  tartarian  and  perfian. 
merchants,  who  propofed  making  a  journey  to 
Bukharia.  He  joined  their  company,  embarked 
the  6th  of  Auguft  on  the  Volga,  and  arrived  at 
the  latter  end  of  that  month  at  Manguflaf  or 
Mangufchlak,  a  fea  port  town  on  the  eaftern  fhore 
of  the  Cafpian.  Hence,  with  a  caravan  confid- 
ing of  a  thoufand  camels,  he  traveled  by  land  to 
Bukharia,  and,  eroding  Urgentz,  reached  the 
city  of  Bukhara  in  thirty-four  days.  The  engiifh 
commodities  here  found  but  little  vent;   there 
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having  been  lately  a  great  importation  front 
Smyrna  and  Aleppo,  and  Jenkinfon  could  not 
affibrd  to  fell  his  fo  cheap  as  they  were  dtfpofci 
xrf  by  the  other  merchants  at  Bukhara.  3Si* 
expensive  journey,,  the  various  duties*  and  the 
•prefents  which  he  *as  obliged  uccafionafy  to 
make,  con  fumed  almoft  ail  his  profits :  as,  more- 
over, the  caravan  had  often  been  in  extreme 
idangerrfnom  the  predatory  attacks  of  the  Uibcfc&> 
it  is  natural  to  tiippofe  that  Jenkinfon  could  not 
recommend  to  his  countrymen  the  commence  t# 
the  Bukharfy. 

On  the  journey  back  from  Bukhara  to  Man- 
-gufchlak,  Jenkinfon  patted  five  weeks  and  feme 
:days.  On  the  28th  of  May  1559,  he  returned 
-to  Aftrakhan,  and  at  the  beginning  of  September 
was  again  in  Mofco.  He  had  had  an  opportu- 
nity of  delivering  five-and-twenty  Ruffians  from 
thraldom,  brought  the  tzar  a  variety  of  intersfi,- 
-ing. accounts  from  thofe  parts,  and  at  the  feme 
tinfe  prefented  to  him  fix  deputies  from  the 
«khans  of  Bukhara,  Balk,  -Urgentz,  &c  Tfafc 
inftances  of  a&ivJty  and  seal  in  Jenkmibn, 
railed  him  to  a  high  degree  of  ikvour  -  with 
Svan  II. 

-    The  account   brought  by  Jenkinfon  of  the 

practicability  and  advantages  of  the  bukhariaa 

'  commerce,  not,  being  very  encouraging,  the  Ruffia 

company  in  London  made  now  a  &cond  attet&f* 
i  '       -    .  to 
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to  <et  up  a  trade  to  the  f>erfia»  province  of  Schir* 
van,  and  the  conduit  of  it  was  ence  more  en- 
traded  to  Jenkinfon.  He  accordingly  reached 
Mofco  m  1961,  but  waa  uftaMe  to  proceed  far- 
ther en  his  journey  till  the  following  yean  The 
tzar  delivered  to  him  feveral  private  meffages  to 
the  Sophi  of  Ferfia,  and  at  the  fame  time  ordered 
him  to  bu}-  up  diamonds  and  other  jewels  with  a 
quantity  of  wrought  filks  on  his  account  He 
was  accompanied  on  this  journey  by  a  perfian 
ambafiador  who  happened  at  that  time  to  be  leav- 
ing Mofco. 

The  paffage  over  the  Cafpian  brought  him  to 
the  coaft  of  Schirvan,  where  the  goods  were 
tofrfhipped,  and  tranfported  farther  on  camels. 
Of  the  &ah  of  Kafbin,  where  Jenkinfon  had 
hoped  to  effeft  the  moft,  he  met  with  no  very 
good  reception ;  but  Abdullah,  prince  of  Scha- 
taakhie, '  granted  the  Englifh  a  charter,  for  ad 
unlimited  commerce  in  his  dominions  free  from 
all  duties  and  imports  whatever;  fending  alfb 
#ith  Jenkinfon  an  ambafTador  to  Ivan  Vaflillie- 
vt tch.  Oh  the  way  back,  Jenkinfon  met  an 
fegent  of  the  tzar  of  Georgia,  who  communicated 
to  him  that  his  prince  had  formed  the  defign  of 
putting  himftlf  under  ruffian  prote&ion. 

No  fooner  was  Jenkinfon  returned  to  Mofco 
fa  Auguft  1563,  bat  he  immediately  fet  about  a 
new  conveyance  of  englilh  commodities  to  Fiftrfia; 

which 
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which  he  delivered  to  the  faftors  Thomas  Alcook 
and  Richard  Cheynie.  The  former  of  whom  had 
the  misfortune  to  be  killed ;  but  Cheynie  returned 
through  Ruffia  home  to  England,  where  he  ad* 
vifed  the  company  to  direft  their  mercantile  en- 
terprifes  principally  towards  Zilan. 

In  the  year  1565  another  million  went  off  to 
Perfia,  commanded  by  Arthur  Edwards.  The 
voyage  this  time  was  performed  from  Yaroflaf,  in  a 
veffel  built  at  that  place,  and  proceeded  to  Nifa- 
bat,  on  the  weftern  fhore  of  the  Cafpianl  Ab- 
dullah, the  friend  of  the  Englifli,  had  in  the 
mean  time  died,  but  Edwards  received  a  more 
favourable  reception  from  fhah  Thamas  at  Kaf* 
bin.  He  obtained  a  charter  in  behalf  of  the 
englifli  commerce  to  Perfia,  in  which  likewife  an 
exemption  from  duties  was  granted  them.  Ed* 
wards,  on  his  expedition  fent  the  company  feve- 
ral  propofals  for  the  extenfion  of  their  Afiatic 
trade.  He  advifed  the  inftitution  -  of  a  factory 
at  Ghilan,  where  filk  is  more  plenty,  better  and 
cheaper  than  in  the  other  provinces  of  Perfia, 
He  alfo  propofed  to  open  a  paffage  for  merchau- 
dife  through  Perfia  to  Ormus,  in  order  to  get  the 
eaft  indian  commodities  by  that  road ;  till  they 
could  build  better  and  larger  fhips  at  Yaroflaf.—* 
This  was  therefore  the  fecond  propofal,  fince  the 
annihilation  of  Vifbey,  for  reftoring  the  antient 
indian  mercantile  paffage  over  Ruffia. 

In 
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.   In  the  years  1568  and  1569  two  more  expe- 
ditions to  Perfia  were  fet  on  foot  by  the  Englifli, 
but  were  broken  off  by  the  fiege  of  Aftrakhanby  the 
Turks.     The  trade  to  Kafbin  continued  to  flourish 
with  increafing  vigour,  and  the  Englifli  were  al- 
ready ferioufly  employed  in  forming  plans  for  ex- 
tending it  to  China  and  to  India.  —  On  their  return 
acrofs  the  Cafpian  in   1573,  they  were  attacked 
by  the  Kozaks,  who  were  beginning  about  this 
time  to ,  carry  on  their  piracies  with  additional 
frequency  and  force.-    After  a  ftout  refiftance,  the 
Englifli  were  obliged  at  length  to  fubmit.  Their 
fhip  and  its  freight  remained  in  pofleffion  of  the 
Kozaks,    who  put  the  crew  into   a  fmall  boat, 
and,   giving  them   an   allowance  of  provifions, 
left  tliem  to  their  fate.     They  found  their  way  to 
Aftrakhan ;  where,  on  their  declaration  of  what 
had  befallen  them,  two  armed  tranfports  were  im- 
mediately fent  out  in  qucft  of  the  pirates. .   They 
were  found,  taken,   and  all  put  to  death:    on 
which    the.  commodities,    amounting  in  value 
to  between  thirty  and  forty  thoufand  pounds 
iterling,   were  fafely  brought  to  Aftrakhan.     As 
the  voyage  had  been    greatly  delayed  by  this 
misfortune,  the  Englilh  were  overtaken  by  thjfr 
winter  on  their  paflage  down  the  Volga.     They: 
veffel  was  fo  fliattered  by  the  ice,  that  a  part  of 
the  freight  was  entirely  fpoilt     Neverthelefs  the 
fa&ory,  in  their  accounts  affirmed,  that  they  had  . 
loft  nothing  by  this  voyage ;  and  that,  had  it  not 
3  been 
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been  for  the  unfortunate  accident  abovemcn- 
tioned,  the  profits  would  have  been  greater  than 
they  could  ever  Have  been  by  any  commercial 
undertaking  in  England. 

After  this  voyage  feveral  years  elapfed  without 
any  enterprife  being  made  by  the  Englifli  for  a 
paffage  to  Perfia,  whereof  partly  the  difpleafurc 
of  the  tzar,  at  the  failure  of  his  negotiation  with 
queen  Elizabeth,  and  partly  the  frequent  piracies 
of  the  Kozaks  might  have  been  the  occafion. 
The  latter  got  to  fuch  a  head,  that  even  the 
ambafladors  of  the  ruffian  and  perfian  courts  were 
ho  longer  in  fafety.  Ivan  II.  fent  an  army  of 
foldiers  againft  this  neft  of  robbers,  who  either 
exterminated  or  drove  them  into  other  regions. 
—  It  was  this  expedition  which  accidentally  gave 
fife  to  the  conqueft  of  Siberia. 

At  length,  in  1579,  another  voyage  was  brought 
to  effeft.  This  proved  the  mod  toilfome,  the 
mod  perilous,  and  the  moft  unproductive  of  alt 
Perfia  was  at  that  time  over-run  with  turkifh 
troops,  who  defolated  the  country;  the  EngliA 
were  obliged  to  pay  imports  from  which  they  had 
till  now  been  exempt;  the  turkifh  commanders 
ieized  upon  the  englifli  property,  paying  for  what 
tiiey  purchased  fuch  fums  as  they  pleafed;  the 
fliip  was  crufhed  to  pieces  between  floating  maflfes 
of  ice  as  ihe  ran  into  the  Volga,  and  it  was  with 
the  greateft  difficulty  that  the  Englishmen  faved 
their  lives,  and  a  part  of  their  goods. 

Such 
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Bach  a  feries  of  untoward  events  deterred  tite 
eomp&tiy  from  profecuting  the  commerce  of  the 
Cafpian.  This  voyage  was  the  laft  thfct  wan 
Undertaken  by  the  English,  after  having  carried 
on  a  trade  with  Perfia  for  two  arid  twenty  yearj, 
atid  during  that  time  made  feven  trading  voy~ 
age*.  —  As  this  enterprife  was  performed  entirely 
by  Englifhmen,  folely  on  their  own  account,  aAd 
for  their  peculiar  benefit,  it  does  riot,  with  thfc 
utmoft  propriety,  belong  to  the  general  hiftory  of 
ruffian  commerce;  it  is  here?  however,  rather 
circumftantially  defcribed,  as  it  in  feme  meafurts 
laid  the  firft  foundation  of  the  ruffian  trade  on 
the  Cafpian,  and  was  extremely'  inftru&ive  to  the 
Ruffians  in  more  than  one  refpeft.  Hitherto  they 
had  carried  on  their  commerce  to  Perfia  and 
Bukharia  only  by  land  ;  they  now  began  to  con- 
ftruft  tranfport  Ihips  on  the  Volga,  and  to  fail 
coaftwife  to  the  circumjacent  harbours.  The  firft 
period  of  ruffian  navigation  on  the  Cafpian  can- 
not, indeed,  be  accurately  afecrtained ;  yet  in 
1559,  and  therefore  only  four  years  after  the 
taking  pofleffion  of  Aftrakhan,  Jenkinfori  found 
in  the  port  of  Mangufchlak  a  ruffian  bark,  which 
being  provided  with  a  couple  of  anchors,  refeued 
him  from  a  very  diftreffing  extremity,  by 
letting  him  have  one  of  them  *  The  frequent 
yoyages  made  by  the  Englilh,  the  fuperior  con- 

*  Miller's  fammlung  ruflifch.  gefchichte,  vol.  vii.  p.  449.     ' 

4  ftru&ion 
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(tati&ion  of  their  veffels,  their  unrivalled  fkfll, 
'excellent  preparations,  and  numerous  refources, 
incited  the  Ruffians  to  imitation :  their  naviga- 
tion and  their  commerce  went  on  continually 
improving,  and  would  probably  have  very  foon 
proceeded  to  a  much  greater  extent,  had  not  the 
piracies  of  the  Kozaks  on  the  Cafpian  and  on  the 
Volga,  and  the  difturbatices  in  Perfia,  proved 
fuch  material  impediments  to  them  *. 

*  Storch's  Gemslde  des  rnffiichcn  rcichs,  vol.  ir.  p.  206.^ 
227.  241.  252. 
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